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Leader Article

Good news warms the heart and since the last edition of Key Ring 
there has been a lot of events which have certainly brightened our 
spirits.

We’ve had an amazing summer, after months of rain and dull weather.  
Whilst some have struggled under the extreme heat, few people 
could deny that to wake up to beautiful blue skies is very up-lifting.  
A good start to the day!

Our newspapers have also been full of good news.

The economy is improving a little.  We have waited 77 years for a 
British tennis player to win the Men’s Wimbledon Championship and 
it’s finally happened.  Andy Murray deservedly won it.  Those of you 
who watched it on the television or listened to the radio, couldn’t fail 
to notice that the atmosphere on the centre court was electric. 

Following Bradley Wiggins last year, Chris Froome has won the Tour 
de France, giving us victory for the second year, after 98 years of 
waiting.
At the end of July we celebrated the 1st Anniversary of the Olympic 
Sports and it was a wonderful opportunity for our athletes to come 
together and compete over a weekend.
                                                                                       PTO
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Whilst you may not be into sports then perhaps you are delighted by 
the safe arrival of Prince George, who is third in line of the throne.  
Once more, the atmosphere was electric, with crowds of people 
waiting outside St. Mary’s Hospital and Buckingham Palace, from the 
time that the Duchess of Cambridge was admitted to hospital, until 
she, the Duke and the new prince, emerged later the next day.

Other good news in the headlines in recent weeks has been Pope 
Francis’s visit to Brazil and the Archbishop of Canterbury’s response 
to Wonga pay-day loans.  Both church leaders are extremely good 
communicators.  They don’t live in ivory towers.  They value people 
and want to meet people where they are.  Neither of them are afraid 
to challenge what they believe is wrong, both within and outside the 
Church.  They seek justice for those who are struggling.  I shall 
watch with interest over the next few months how things will develop 
with these two new and dynamic leaders.

That is what the Christian message is all about.  It is about us, the 
church, responding to Jesus’ teachings so that justice is seen in all 
of the world.
With these two church leaders I believe that the universal church 
is about to enter a time of transformation which has been a long time 
coming, and which will help us to connect with the secular society.  
That is on-going Good News.

So as church life returns to normal after the summer holidays, I 
hope that you will share that hope with me, and ask you to reflect on 
Paul’s words in Romans 12:12-13.
‘Rejoice in our confident hope.  Be patient in trouble, and keep 
on praying.  When God’s people are in need, be ready to help 

them.  Always be eager to practise hospitality.’

with love, Jan 
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TEAM NEWS

MINISTRY TEAM MEETING

A reminder that all clergy, LLMs, LPAs, LWLs meeting on Saturday 
29th September at 9.00am at St Peter’s for prayer and discussion 
of our various complementary ministries.
Clive

TEAM SERVICE Sunday 29th September 

8.00am at St John’s Church, Enmore Green 

10.00am at St Peter’s Church – All Age Communion

We shall be celebrating St Michael and All Angels!
The offertory will be donated to ?

TEAM SERVICE in June

The June 5th Sunday Team Service was held in the barn at Margaret 
Marsh. The collection amounted to £106.10 which was not gift aided 
plus £242.70 that was gift aided. So after adding the £60.67 tax 
reclaimable a cheque for £409.47 has been sent to the Diocese for 
the benefit of the Deanery Ordinands’ Fund.

ALPHA AND POST-ALPHA

What an amazing experience Alpha has been this year! 56 people 
started and despite the rigours of a 12 week course, 58 people 
attended the final session with Bishop Graham. – He was delighted 
and surprised, as most groups have a predictable drop-off in attend-
ance – not in the Shaftesbury Team!
We have two “Post-Alpha” follow-up initiatives starting soon to which 
all are invited, whether or not you attended Alpha. 

1. The Upper Room – Alternate Wednesdays 7.30 – 9.00pm 

Starting 11/09/13 in St Peter’s Church Hall.

 
                                                                                                      PTO
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The pattern will be a light meal, a presentation via DVD, followed by 
small discussion groups. You would be very welcome at these sessions 
whether or not you have been on the Alpha Course.
The title of the first session on Wednesday September 11th is “How 
to find the secret of happiness!”
2. Centred

Centred on God, centred on the Bible, Centred in Motcombe.  This is 
a new group which will meet every Monday starting on September 2nd, 
but there is no commitment to attend every week - just come when 
you can.  The first meeting will be held in St. Mary’s Church at 7.30pm.  
The aim of the group is to grow in our relationship with God and to 
grow in fellowship with each other.  While the group will evolve its own 
pattern, the pattern for the 1st meeting will be refreshments at 
7.30pm with a social time, 8-8.45pm a time for Bible Study and 
reflection, 8.45-9pm a time for prayer.  We will start this term with 
a look at the book Genesis.  What we can learn from this book and how 
relevant is it to our lives today...?  If you would like more information 
please contact Kirsty Wells 853060/823562 or come along on the 
evening.

DOGS WITHOUT COLLARS AND OUR SUDAN LINK

Dogs Without Collars’ final gig at the Shaston Social Club was a sellout 
– we had to turn people away. As well as great support from our local 
churches many “groupies” from all over Dorset and Wiltshire came to 
support, and most of them danced the night away with us. It was great 
to welcome back Geoff Boland, who had left us earlier in the year, 
even though he had that week collapsed while preaching! He still 
managed to sing his set! And Bishop Graham thanked us and referred 
to us as “Very Naughty Boys” after our final song “Always look on the 
bright side of life!” Due to the kindness of The Shaston Social Club 
the event raised £790 for our link with Lui diocese in South Sudan.
What now? Will we ever play together again? Will there be a come-
back tour? Wait and see!
I am not selling my drum kit yet! 
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LICENSED LAY MINISTER IN TRAINING.

Jo Johnson is due to be licensed as a Licensed Lay Minister  
(formerly Lay Reader)  in Salisbury Cathedral on Saturday 28th 
September.  If you would like to support her please let her know that 
you  will be attending. Jo has completed a three –year degree course 
in Christian Ministry and a year of training as an LLM. She will be 
presented with the blue scarf, as a sign of her authority to preach 
the gospel.

Jo writes…
I began to study in May 2010 as an Interested Learner with no intention of 

becoming an LLM.  However, the Lord works in mysterious ways and two years 

later, I found that I felt quite differently about it.  I went to Conference, (the 

selection board) in June 2012 and was accepted as a trainee.  I was already leading 

worship as an LWL but now was allowed the big step of having permission to 

preach!  Clive helped me with this part of my training, which is somewhat harder 

than you might think!  Anyway, I am now ready to be licensed and fly on my own 

with the comforting knowledge that Clive and the team are all there to help if I find 

myself a bit out of my depth.  I would like to thank the team and all the congrega-

tions for their help and support along the way – unfortunately, rather like bell 

ringing, learning to preach makes all one’s mistakes very public and I thank you all 

for putting up with me.

ORDINAND IN TRAINING

Kirsty Wells begins her training for the ordained ministry this month 
at the Southern Theological Educational Training School (STETS) 
based in Sarum College. She will attend 6 weekends each year for 
three years, work with a local tutor and with Clive as her initial 
training minister.
She writes…
We’re all on a journey... and I know from experience that journeys don’t always 

take us where they think they will. I started working here  as Team Administrator in 

/ovember 2008 and thought I had come home, I was able to serve God, through my 

work, I still had time and energy for my children and also for my extravagant hobby 

(showing & breeding dogs), but God had other ideas. I was asked in 2010, by Jan, 

if I had ever considered being a Vicar. At the time I didn’t want to talk about it. Over 

the next 18 months I became a Lay Worship Leader and again was content with 

what I was doing, but still God had other ideas.  
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TEAM NEWS continued
I had a growing sense that I should explore the possibility of becoming a Vicar and 

kept encountering the Isaiah 6:8 (‘Whom shall I send and who will go for us?’ And 

I said ‘Here I am send me’) and was encouraged by people within St Peter’s and 

the clergy team. I worked with the diocese and in March I attended a /ational 

selection conference where I was recommended for training.

The next stage of my journey starts now as I embark on training.   I am excited by 

the possibilities that it offers and the knowledge I will hopefully gain, but am also 

apprehensive that I am not up to the task that lies before me. I was reminded on the 

Alpha course that ‘His grace is sufficient for us. His strength is made perfect in our 

weakness ‘ 2 Corinthians 12:9 So as I embark on this journey I would ask for you 

to pray that for me in my weakness is His strength. 

It is a wonderful sign of the growth of the gifts of the Holy Spirit in 
our team when vocations to the various lay and ordained ministries are 
confirmed and lead to training and licensing/ordination. Who is next? 
Clive

 Chaplaincy Team

Some of you may be unaware of our chaplaincy work for patients at the 
Westminster  Memorial Hospital. We have a team of six people, who go 
into the hospital on Sunday afternoons to visit, offer prayer and Holy 
Communion to the patients, along with offering support to family, 
friends and staff. We also have special services, Easter, Summer, 
Harvest, Remembrance and a Christingle Service. I can’t praise the 
nursing staff  enough for all of their hard work, and their imagination 
with visual aids appropriate to the seasons which we celebrate. Our 
Summer Service, on the patio,  was decorated as the seaside. There was 
sand and water, umbrellas and  straw hats for the patients. After a 
small informal service, the patients ate fish and chips wrapped in 
newspaper!  Everyone had a great time and during my own in large weekly 
visit, many patients commented on the lovely time that they had that 
day. 

It is lovely that we have such good working relationship with the 
hospital staff but this is, in large, due to the dedication of the chaplain-
cy team who give of their time so freely.  Thank you’ to all of you in the 
chaplaincy team.
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 St. Peter’s, Shaftesbury 

NORTH DORSET QUILTERS FESTIVAL

Full advantage was taken of the recent Team Service at Margaret 
Marsh! There were no services at St Peter's on Sunday 30th June 
so the church was cleared and converted into an exhibition space, 
to be used by the North Dorset Quilters. For three days there was 
a magnificent collection of quilts, which people came from far and 
wide to see. A raffle was held, raising £811 of which £400 has been 
donated to HOPE - a local charity supporting people with mental 
health problems. There were also donations of £112.82 towards 
church funds.

SPLATT!!! YOUTH GROUP, LIGHTHOUSE, READING CLUB

After the summer break we re-open all our young people groups. 
SPLATT!!! is our shorter version of Messy Church and we use very 
much the same materials. This reaches out to families that would 
not come to St Peter’s – SPLATT!!! is their church. 
The Lighthouse has been a feature of our work at Shaftesbury 
Primary School for more than 10 years and still attracts 20-30 
children each week. Again, Lighthouse is their church.
The Reading Club has made a huge difference to the reading in the 
school and is much valued by parents and the school staff. Many 
unwilling readers have found an enthusiasm and delight in reading, 
and many parents have loved taking up reading with their child at 
home as a result. 

The Youth Group led our July Family Service and were much praised 
for their music, their prayers, their use of DVD and technology. 
They will be planning another service for later in the Autumn – not 
to be missed if you value having youth in our church!
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Questions, questions, questions!

One of the great things about talking with the youth of our church 
is that they are constantly questioning. It keeps you on your toes and 
there is usually someone you can ask if you don’t know the answers. 
It can also lead to quite intense discussion.
Some of the latest questions:
Isn’t God unfair in leaving the 99 sheep to go and look for one, in 
rewarding the brother who left home etc,?
When we are told that Jesus sits at God’s right hand – is that stage 
right or actual right?
Why does one of our churchwardens’ staffs have the Star of David 
on the top?
Why is the lectern in some churches in the shape of an eagle?
Do you know the answers? Can you help them?
If you like these challenges please talk to our young people after the 
services, come along to the family services and sit with our young 
people over coffee in the hall or come along to our Youth Alpha 
Sessions.
We more mature members can learn a lot by adopting their searching 
and questioning. Jean Thomas

DOUGHNUT TIME Sat 21st September 10.30am -12noon

At this event we have a sale of books, CDs and DVDs to raise funds 
for the Church. If you have any to contribute please contact Jean. 
Any items left unsold at the end of the morning are taken to one of 
the local charity shops.

PASTORAL LEADERS MEETING Sat 12th October 10am in 

church

We have a system of “watching out for each other” which we call 
our Pastoral Roll. Everyone who is a member of St Peter’s is 
allocated to a “pastor” who keeps an eye and ear out for any need 
and lets Clive know if he “needs to know”.                                                       
                                                                                              PTO
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Many of St Peter’s members are part of a group within the church, 
eg, Choir, Bell Ringers, Home Groups, Mother’s Union, etc so the 
leader of that group – or someone in that group - is their “pastor”. 
For those not within a group you have a direct link to Clive as vicar!             
At our meeting we will make sure that all members have a “pastor” 
and that all know who is their “pastor”. In this way we hope that no 
member will be overlooked - but all will be overseen!

FROM THE REGISTERS

We baptised

Please pray for them and their families that they might continue to 
grow in the Christian faith
Isobel Sky Luffman  born 12/06/12         baptised 28/09/13
Riley Lewis Hopkins  born 16/10/10          baptised 14/07/13
Harvey Roy Smith  born 14/09/11          baptised 14/07/13
Cody Ethan Smith  born 22/08/12 baptised 14/07/13
Benjamin Phillip Andrews  born 08/04/13 baptised 04/08/13

SHAFTESBURY TOWN SILVER BAND CARNVIVAL CONCERT – 

Sunday 23rd September 3pm. Admission £3.50 
The band will play a programme of “very popular music” as well as 
feature some of our band sections.

 The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

Saturday 13th July was the first of our Messy Express ventures 
which was held in West Orchard.  Many thanks to Jim and Sarita 
Bichard for their kind hospitality.  We had 18 children and nearly as 
many big kids enjoying the lovely summer weather and praising God 
for his wonderful creation.  We got pretty creative ourselves, 
potting up plants to grow, painting a rural scene, making animal masks, 
pipe cleaner insects and glittering moons.   
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We finished off with some tasty food and a refreshing drink.  Faith, 
fun, fellowship and food – can’t wait for the next one.  Maybe 
October/November TBC.   
Our joint Harvest Festival this year will be held on Sunday 6th 
October in West Orchard.
The Orchards

Our bag2school jumble collection this year will be on 20th November.  
We would like any adult and children’s clothing, bedding, curtains, soft 
toys, handbags or shoes that are in good condition. More details next 
month.
Don’t forget The Historic Cycle ride and Stride on Saturday 14th 
September.  There is still time to enter. Contact Rita Stranger or 
Annie Barnes.  Remember a percentage of monies raised is donated to 
your church of choice
Jan Foot our church warden and her husband Colin held a charity event 
in aid of Fortuneswell Cancer Trust on 20th June which raised over 
£12000.  An amazing achievement – Well done
From the Registers

Marriage at West Orchard on 29th June – Nigel William Hinton and 
Lucy Nicola Dorothy Carroll.
Baptism at East Orchard on 4th August – Otto Ollie Ian, son of Carl 
and Amy Maher.
Margaret Marsh

Thank you to all who worked so hard to prepare for our team service 
as we met to worship God in the Marsh Farm barn, especially the Trim 
family who provided and prepared the venue.  It was a joyous occasion 
with a large congregation and for a change lovely weather!  
Our Songs of Praise on 21st July was a very enjoyable service.
Ron and Audrey Trim (Our organist) celebrated their Diamond Wed-
ding Anniversary on 8th August.  We send them our congratulations 
and warmest wishes on attaining such a milestone
From the register Funeral:  
1st August -  Malcolm, Sydney, Stewart Angell aged 77 years
See inside of  cover for details of East Orchard and Margaret Marsh WI.
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St. Thomas,  Melbury Abbas

Sudan News 

Thank you to those who contributed the sewing items needed for 
Jeannie to take to the Sudan with her when she goes to Lui later 
this month. Our next venture is to make colourful Stoles for the 
Bishops in the Sudan. The kits have been prepared by the Mother’s 
Union but need sewing together and embellishing. If you are handy 
with a needle and could help with this, please contact either Jean 
Kirkham or Jan. Thank you.

The re-ordering of St. Thomas

At last there are to be new facilities in our church. It is hard to 
remember when the possibility of installing a toilet and a limited 
kitchen in the church was first mooted. As a pre-requirement, a 
mains water supply was introduced a few years ago. No more trans-
porting water from home for coffee, flowers and cleaning. This 
month, work will begin to install  a toilet and kitchenette in the South 
Aisle, with a cess pit in the churchyard to collect the effluent. These 
facilities will enable the church to be used for a wider variety of 
purposes. Their installation has been possible thanks to enthusiastic 
fundraising and generous contributions by church members, togeth-
er with grants from a number of bodies. Part of the cost will still 
need to be from parish reserves so fundraising efforts will continue.

During the building work services will continue as normal.

Melbury Abbas Bellringers rang the bells on Tuesday 23rd July to 
celebrate the birth of Prince George.  They are still urgently needing 
volunteers to join the team.  It is not a huge commitment.  They meet 
every Monday from 7.30pm for just over an hour, and try to ring 
monthly for a church service.  It is a good way to stay fit.
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Eberle Quartet 

(see the back page of the Keyring)
Every performer needs an audience! The superb Eberle Quartet are 
playing a wonderful programme of Haydn, Schubert and Dvorak in St. 
Thomas’s Church on Sunday 29th September at 5pm. Tickets availa-
ble in advance from Liz Lindsay-Rea - tel. 853892 or on the door. 
Proceeds are in aid of the development Appeal.

Dorset Historic Churches Trust ‘Ride and Stride’ on 14th 

September. If you would like to support this by either sponsoring, 
or cycling to as many churches as you can, please see Rodney Atwood 
who will explain the details to you. The money raised will be a 50/50 
split between the Trust and our church. Please support us.

Harvest Festival - 6th October at 9.30am

We shall be decorating the church on 5th October at 9.30am. Gifts 
of flowers and foliage would be much appreciated, as would offers of 
help arranging them. Please contact Valerie Warrington or Ann 
Brooks if you are able to help. Thank you.

Julie Pedder

The church was full for Julie’s Service of Thanksgiving on 9th July, 
following the Crematorium Service in Poole, earlier that day. Julie 
did a lot for the community and she will be missed by so many. Please 
remember Vic, Mark and Karen in your prayers.

From the Registers

Baptism 29th August Freja Alice Hennix Wheeler



16

St. Mary’s,   Motcombe

We welcome to the village Revd Paul Arnold, our new Methodist Minister in 

Motcombe. Paul has moved to North Dorset from Dorchester where he was a 
minister for some years.  Prior to this he was in the Winchester circuit for many 

years.  Paul will be living in the Manse in Gillingham with his wife Jean and 

two daughters.  He will have pastoral charge of the Methodist churches in 
Gillingham, Motcombe, Mere and Marnhull.  Locally we are looking forward 

to his time in this part of the country.  There is a welcome service at Gillingham 

Methodist Church on Thursday 5th September at 7.30pm.

Schools

Welcome back to school all teachers, staff, pupils and governors.  
First Day Back  On the first day back there is chance for those who are dropping 

off their children for the first time at Motcombe Primary to stay on and share a 

cup of tea or coffee.

/ew Starters  On Friday 13th September at 9.10am after parents and carers 

have dropped their children off we have a short service next door in St Mary’s 
Church to give thanks for each of the children who have started school this 

September and any new members of staff too.  We’ll light a candle for them and 

pray for their growth in the coming year, followed by coffee and cake.

Quarterly Bellringers Meeting and Branch Striking Competition Saturday 7th 

September, Motcombe.  3 - 4pm Bellringing; 4pm Service in Motcombe Church 

followed by meeting and tea at the Memorial Hall; Striking Competition from 
approx. 6pm

Messy Church JOSEPH - Sunday 8th September 3pm-5pm in Motcombe 
Primary  School Hall.  Messy Church is an informal way of being and doing 

church and you are very welcome whatever your age from the youngest to the 

eldest and all in between.   
Come wearing bright colours, or as many colours as you can.  Come and help 

paint some props for the production of the show of Joseph and his Technicolour 

Dreamcoat. There will be crafts, songs, stories  and we finish with a hot 

meal together.  If you’re coming please e-mail Sarah Berry 

sarah@hakey.org.uk or evepegler@gmail.com 

'Centred'  see Team News for details.                                              PTO                        
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DO YOU LIKE WALKI/G OR CYCLI/G?

Dorset Historic Churches Trust Cycle Ride
If you like walking or cycling and love the beautiful Dorset countryside, why 

not enjoy a family walk or cycle to some of the lovely churches in Dorset?  On 

Saturday 14th September, most of the churches in Dorset are open and would 
welcome a visit as part of the Dorset Historic Churches Trust sponsored “Ride 

and Stride”.  By combining an enjoyable family or individual walk/ride with 

collecting a small amount of sponsorship, you could help raise the much needed 
money for St Mary’s Motcombe church improvements.  All the money raised 

goes to the Trust who then return half to each church for their own use; the Trust 

then allocates the remainder to larger projects and we have benefited in Mot-
combe from these large grants.  Last year Motcombe came 9th out of 200 odd 

churches taking part raising over £1000, can we beat that this year? Why not 

consider a walk or cycle to one or all of the four churches being cared for by 
Motcombe’s Team Vicar Eve Pegler?  The churches of Margaret Marsh, East 

Orchard and West Orchard are all fairly close to each other (you can start at any 

church) and the more energetic could add the round trip to Motcombe.  Discuss 
routes, details and sign up with Simon Hutchinson on 01747 854290.

Motcombe United Charity  provides small grants or loans for the prevention 
or relief of poverty for children, young people, the elderly or disabled living in

Motcombe or Enmore Green. Apply, in writing for yourself or others and send 

to pocock@motcombe.eclipse.co.uk or Watermead Cottage, Bittles Green, 
Motcombe.  The trustees next meet on 9th September.

CAMEO (Come and Meet Each Other) Group is taking a break.  After much 
thought and discussion CAMEO will stop meeting monthly.  It has been a 

wonderful space over the past few years to meet up with both familiar and new 

faces and there have been many enjoyable days out, speakers, parties and other 
creative ways of getting together.   Thank you to all who helped and all who 

came, especially Iris Phillipson, Gill Waine, and Ann Copling who have been 

running it over the past year, and to Jan Crossley and the others who began the 
group some years ago.

Churchyard  A group of a dozen interested people met with one of the found-
er members of the Living Churchyard Project who shared his enthusiasiam 

about the benefits of managing churchyard both for people and for wildlife.  In 

just a brief look around he was able to identify 36 botanical species in Mot-
combe Churchyard and we provisionally earmarked a small area which we 

hope to manage in the coming years so that it is even more welcoming for all 

sorts of wildlife.   
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Managing a churchyard for wildlife is not the same as letting an area ‘go wild’, 

so if you are interested in being part of the team please speak to Viv Johnson 
(01747 851780).  A special thank you to Alan who has been keeping the grass 

cut over the summer months.  Any others who would like to help please let us 

know.

World’s Biggest Coffee Morning - Friday 27th September 10.15 - 11.45am 

Come for a coffee. It’s for Macmillan at Motcombe Methodist Church so 

everyone facing cancer can have a Macmillan team in their corner. 
Everyone Welcome.

TEAM SERVICE  29th September 10am 

 Don’t forget to come to the team service at St Peter’s Church.

Sermon Series and Follow Up - Joseph

During October there will be the chance to delve deeper into the story of Joseph 
and his brothers from the book of Genesis as we look at how the passage speaks 

to us today during the Sermon Slot in October.  

On Friday mornings, after 10am Holy Communion, come and grab a coffee/tea 
and delve deeper and discuss your thoughts and reflections;  ask your questions 

about what perplexes you from either the scripture or the sermon of the week. 

Quiz /ight and Supper Saturday 5th October, doors open 7pm for 7.30pm 

start- Come and enjoy an evening of good food and taxing question from our 

amazing Quiz Master Alex Johnson. A bar will be available run by our local cub 
leader, £10  Tickets available from Viv Johnson (01747 851780). 

St Mary’s Motcombe Harvest Festival 6th October 2013 at 9.30am in church
Come and join us to give thanks for the harvest and to continue to pray and give 

thanks for the farmers and workers who supply us with so many of our needs.  

If you took a nasturtium or pumpkin seed  at Rogation and planted it, bring us 
a photo, or tell us how many flowers/pumpkins you grew.  If it’s still growing 

measure how large your pumpkin is?

Dates for your Diary

Joseph and his Technicolour Dreamcoat! Friday 1st November and Saturday 

2nd November 2013. (Date change from October), in St Mary’s Church, 
Motcombe.  The actors have been cast, musicians tuned and rehearsals begun. 

Prepare yourself for the production of quality and colour that will delight us all.
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Team Evening Service - 13th October  We are fortunate in the Shaftesbury 

Team to have Lay Worship Leaders, Lay Pastoral Assistants and Licensed Lay 
Ministers blessing us with their ministry.  This annual service is especially 

planned by some of this marvellous team and draws the whole team together to 

give thanks for and rejoice that we are all ministers of God’s grace and we are 
all called to serve him.  Come and celebrate the gifts of the people of God at St 

Mary’s, Motcombe at 6.30pm

Messy Church Light Party - 27th October Let’s celebrate that God’s light 

shines brightly even in the darkest place - Primary School Hall - 3 - 5pm

7th December ‘The Legend of Livingstone’ by John Blashford-Snell

From the Registers

We commend to God’s care and keeping those who have died, especially 

Malcolm Shaw, Leonard Sibley, Eunice Hillage, Ken Talbot, and we pray for 

those who mourn the loss of loved ones.

Services September 2013   You are always very welcome 

1st Sept   9.30am Holy Communion   BCP
8th Sept 9.30am Parish Communion CW1

3 - 5pm      Messy Church - JOSEPH - Primary School Hall

15th Sept    8.00am  Holy Communion BCP
                    9.30pm All Age Family Worship   

22nd Sept 9.30am Parish Communion

29th Sept 10am   Team Service at St.Peter’s Church
                          No service at St Mary’s Church Motcombe this morning

6th Oct         9.30am Harvest Festival

St Mary’s Children’s Church meet, beginning in church and continu-

ing in the school on 1st and 22nd September and 6th October.  On all 

other Sundays the Children remain to join in and we worship for the 

whole time together.

Friday’s at 10am  A quiet service of Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church.

Motcombe Grange.  Holy Communion Wednesday 18th Septemner at 

11.00am.  A service in the lounge.  All residents are invited. Call Revd. Jan 

Crossley (01747 852545) for more information.
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St. Mary’s, Compton Abbas
Services in September

Sunday   8th September     8.00 am Prayer Book Holy Communion

Sunday  15th September   6.30 pm Harvest Festival

Sunday  22nd September  11.00 am Holy Communion

Harvest Festival

On 15th September, at 6.30 pm, we’ll be holding our Harvest Festival service.  
Come and join us as we thank God for blessing the work of farmers and for 

providing for all our needs.  Everyone is welcome to the service and to the 

shared supper afterwards – which will give us all a chance to catch up with 
what’s been happening to our friends and neighbours over the summer.

Coffee Morning and Book Swap 7th September 

10.30 am – 12.00 in the Church Hall

A new coffee morning will give us another chance to get together.  Sue Ryan 

and Pam Warner have kindly volunteered to run a coffee morning in the Church 
Hall on the first Saturday of every month all through the winter.  This is intended 

not to raise funds, but provide an opportunity for people in the parish to meet 

and chat.  You’re welcome to bring a couple of books to put on the swap table, 
or some spare plants to give away, or a poster for the notice board.  Or you can 

come simply for the coffee and the conversation.

Thank You

A huge thank you to everyone who made our Village Praise service such a 

delight by reading, singing, speaking or playing the organ, the flute or the cello.  
And thank you to Clive for weaving so many different elements of our commu-

nity life into a service that was both a celebration and a thanksgiving.  It was 

wonderful to be reminded that there are so many good things going on here, 
even though we are a small village.

Exploring 

We’ve done it!  Three years ago, the Exploring group set out to read and discuss 

first the Old Testament (starting at Genesis and working forwards) and then the 

New Testament (starting at Revelation and working backwards.)  The four 

gospels were the climax of the whole project and it was illuminating to be able 
to read them in the light of what went before and what came afterwards.

That’s the end of one project, but there are many other ways of reading and 

reflecting on the Bible.  If you like the idea of exploring the Bible with other 
people, contact Gillian Cross (811263).
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St. James, Shaftesbury
    
First Sunday of the month – will return to the normal start time of 
9.30am commencing 1st September and will be common worship Holy 
Communion. This decision was made at the PCC meeting held on 19th 
July based on your comments to the PCC membership over the trial 
period with 11.0am informal Holy Communion aimed at families and 
older people who find 9.30am too early to attend.

Saturday 14th September – Dorset Historic Churches Ride and 
Stride.  St James Church welcomes cycling and walking visitors for 
refreshments.  Anyone wanting to take part please ask for sponsor-
ship forms from Philippa or Alan Carter. 
Alternatively, if you don’t feel up to cycling, riding or striding, St 
James are offering the opportunity of a trip out in a 12 seater 
minibus to visit a selection of churches open for the day.  Bring a 
picnic lunch and a donation for the historic Churches Fund.  Please 
put your name and telephone number on the list at the back of the 
church – any one is welcome.

Evensong – 29th September 6.30pm.  We have the pleasure of an 
extra choral Evensong this month brought to us by St Mary’s Church 
Choir, Sturminster Newton. Please come and support them.

Sunday 20th October – Harvest Festival service 10.0am with Bishop 
Nicholas followed by parish lunch at 12.00 noon.
Sunday 27th October 4.00pm in church followed by tea – Consul-
tation 2 for re-ordering/upgrading the church – this will be based 
on your written and verbal response to the presentation and 1st 
Consultation. Please come and bring along those who are interested 
in the future of this church.  Your input is very important and 
appreciated; to move forward we need to know that this is what is 
wanted and will be supported.
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St James Patronal Festival – celebrated on the 21st July.
In the afternoon the village was invited to attend a presentation of 
possible re-ordering/upgrading plans for the future of the church.  
Revd. Simon presented the plans with Brian Watts, architect present 
to answer any technical questions.  About 45 people attended and 
stayed for tea and discussion afterwards.  There are a set of plans 
on display at the back of the church for all to see at their leisure 
and any pertinent comments will be welcomed by any of the PCC or 
Revd. Simon prior to the 2nd consultation date of 27th October. 
  
Prayer Group will continue to meet on the 2nd Friday of the month 
at 9.30am at the back of the church.  This is an informal gathering 
offering up prayers for those on our prayer list but is also an 
opportunity to offer our own personal concerns with others in the 
knowledge that ‘when two or three are gathered together, we are 
heard’. The meeting lasts no more than ¾ hour and the next two 
meetings are Friday September 13th and October 11th at 9.30am. 
Anyone is welcome to join us. 

The Farrant Singers’ summer concert at St James’ church, Shaft-
esbury, on 6th July wasn’t given a title, but their conductor, Andrew 
Mackay, suggested that it might have been something like ‘Visions of 
Heaven’. Certainly a Dorset church overlooking the Blackmore Vale 
on a serene July evening is close to heaven on earth and the choir’s 
singing did not disappoint and only added to the celestial mood.
Our musical journey began in the Old Testament, in that much 
debated book ‘The Song of Songs’, and the arresting opening of 
Patrick Hadley’s ‘My beloved spake’ assured us that the evening was 
going to be one to remember. This motet and the Stainer that 
followed had to bow to the pure genius of the 17th century Spanish 
master Victoria, whose supreme polyphony in ‘Vadam et circuibo’ (also 
from the Song of Songs) displayed the Farrants at their absolute 
best and provided the highlight of the night.  
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Works by Philip Moore (born in 1943) and the little known Flemish 16th 
century composer Jacob Clemens left Stanford’s ‘For lo I raise up’ to 

end the first half. This is a strange work, with an elusive structure, and 
its understated ending made it a curious choice to take us into the break.

But there were more gems awaiting us in part two. This began with 

‘Night’, a long piece composed by the choir’s own Australian soprano, 
Alison Duncan, singing in the final concert before her return home. This 
work combines Biblical passages with words of William Blake, and it 

enthralled the audience, the most effective section being her four-
part setting of Isaiah’s vision of a new Eden, ‘the wolf shall live with the 

lamb’.  There was more Blake next, with John Tavener’s evergreen 
setting of ‘The Lamb’. This produced some of the finest singing of the 

evening, the subtle changes of Tavener’s early years beautifully ren-
dered. 

By now, we were on solidly New Testament territory in the form of 
Edgar Bainton’s setting of Revelation 21, ‘I saw a new heaven’, and after 

a short and simple setting of Psalm 15 by Elgar, ‘to clean the palate’ 
according to Andrew Mackay, the concert concluded with Sir Edward 

Bairstow’s ‘Blessed city’. The Biblical journey was complete and we 
departed knowing that we had been treated to a rich feast from one of 

the district’s most accomplished choral outfits.
David Seymour

On Tuesday 2nd July a celebration of the life of Connie Wells was held 

in St. James.  Connie lived for some years in Ratcliffe Gardens having 
retired there with her husband, who pre-deceased her.  Connie stayed 

on in her comfortable bungalow, attending and supporting our church 
and being a good friend, not only to her immediate neighbours, but to 

others in St. James.  Sadly, her health gradually deteriorated to the 
point at which she had to move into residential care in Gillingham, where 

she was cared for for some years, until at the age of 83, she passed 
away.  We offer our condolences and sympathy to her family and are 

humbled that St. James has been chosen as her resting place.  May she  
rest in peace.
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WORD  SEARCH

©  BJP 2013

Thought for the Day

Misers aren’t much 

fun to live with, 

but they make

 great ancestors.

Thought for the Day

I know a man who is

 addicted to brake fluid; 

 but he says that he can stop 

whenever he wishes.

BUG DRONE SPIDER HEXAPOD PARASITE GALLINIPPER

NIT LARVA TIPULA TERMITE ARACHNIDA DIMEROSOMATA

MOTH MUSCA WEEVIL WOODANT CHRYSALIS LEATHERJACKET

PUPA LOCUST BLOWFLY COLORADO COCKROACH

PUXI MIDGET CRAMBUS LADYBIRD BLUEBOTTLE

APHID SCARAB CRICKET MOSQUITO CATERPILLAR

With the letters left over 

it is possible to find :

glowworm

B L T E K C A J R E H T A E L

L I O I G L S I L A S Y R H C

U V H C P A D I N H C A R A R

E E C Y U U M O T H G A T E A

B E A L A S L O W A T E E T M

O W O F P B T A L A R P R I B

T R R W H U W L M P W U M S U

T E K O I G I O I I O X I A S

L D C L D N S L O L D I T R T

E I O B I O L R M D A G E A E

E P C P R A M U S C A R E P K

N S P E R S C A R A B N V T C

O E M O S Q U I T O N I T A I

R I A P U P D R I B Y D A L R

D O P A X E H O D A R O L O C
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The views  expressed  in 

this publication  are not

  necessarily those 

of the  editor.  

Letters to the Editor  and articles  are  

welcome, but should not exceed 200 
words. Name and address must be sup-

plied.   Only Promotions and advertise-

ments for events within the Shaftesbury 

Team will be accepted.

Copy for October 2013

must  reach the editor, Beryl Pike at: 
4 Melbury Way, Shaftesbury SP7 8SN

or email: keyring@stmin.org.uk

   NO LATER THAN  Thursday 11th September

The editor reserves the right to omit articles which are too long, and 

perhaps not suitable for Key Ring.   It is in the interest of the reader for 

the editor to improve material in some way if necessary. Articles will 

be edited at the editor’s discretion. 

W.I.
East Orchard and Margaret Marsh W.!. Meet on the 2nd 
Tuesday of every month at 7.30pm at Manston village hall.
New members are very welcome or just come along to a meeting 
for a taster!
The speaker at the next meeting on 10th September is Mr M 
Wells and he will be telling us all about “The Humerous Experi-
ence of a Police Driving Instructor”
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