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Leader Article

 Even those who have no involvement with schools notice a change in 

pace at the beginning of a new school year.  A presenter on local 

radio was lamenting how in the summer holidays it took just 10 
minutes to get to work and now it was taking 45 minutes.  Just as the 

year has its seasons, both natural and manmade, so our lives move 

through different seasons too.  I have rejoiced in the sun and 

warmth of the summer this year. It has restored some thing within 

- not to mention my vitamin D!  But I love also the moment when the 
mornings turn crisp, and the natural world explodes into a fire of 

colour as the leaves change and fall.  A roaring fire brings a comfort 

and experience that summer lacks. Even the rain, especially when 

soaking into the parched ground, is something to rejoice in - after 

all, where would we be without it?

Each season has its own benefits and own beauty and that is the 

same with our lives. So many things affect the season and pace of 

our lives - age, health, work, family and friends, location - and though 
each one often brings with it a challenge, if we dig deep enough there 

is usually a benefit too. 

In recent years we have entered a season of ill health for many we 
are closest to, and while that creates many challenges, especially at 

a distance, it has also given us the opportunity of entering more 

deeply into their lives, to share precious moments, and to serve and 

give back in a way that we haven’t been able to before.         
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Whatever the season, when we belong to Christ and his church we do 

not go it alone.  There are people around who want to share both the 
joys and the sorrows, the triumph’s and the difficulties.  

It’s true, there are times when it doesn’t feel like that - and perhaps 

those are the times when we need to take all the willpower we have 

and reach out and ask for help from someone in the church. As well 
as having a fantastic team of Lay Pastoral Assistants who have been 

called and trained to take an official role of support and care within 

our church, in addition there are many who will quietly pray for us, 

listen and share, encourage and support us throughout our churches.

There are times in our lives when it seems like no one can quite reach 

us where we are and then we remember God’s promise in Deuterono-

my, repeated in Hebrews; ‘It is the Lord who goes before you. He will 

be with you; he will not leave you or forsake you.’

When early in the summer Jerome was a little unwell we were so 

grateful to all those who sent cards and words of encouragement; 

for the offers of lifts and practical help and for those who continue 

to pray and to those who simply listened and cared.  It has reminded 
me that often what we do for others doesn’t have to be big, a brief 

word, a hug, a smile, understanding - it is often with the small things 

that we build one other up.

Has there been a benefit in this season of our life?  Perhaps it will 

prompt us to take stock and remember what is important in life, and 

I get to spend a little more time in the car with Jerome every day 

driving him to work until he’s allowed behind the wheel again - see 

benefits to every thing!  

I wonder what season you are in just now?

Do you need a listening ear? A bit of extra support? Is God prompt-
ing you to take some extra time with someone?  
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Or does it feel like he’s guiding you to move on from one season of 

life to another?

Whatever the season, words from Isaiah 26 remind us ‘Depend on 

God and keep at it because in the Lord God you have a sure thing.’ 
(The Message).

Eve

TEAM  NEWS

EContact

IMPORTANT COMMUNICATION
Have you ever lost your church notice sheet?  Or maybe it would have 

been helpful to be reminded about a church event so you didn’t miss 

it?  Well, help is at hand from your team, in the form of eContact.

EContact is the way of staying in touch with your church and team 
by email:  each week we will send you a short email with the notice 

sheets so should you want to refer to the notices, or even see the 

notices of another church in the team, then you can.  To receive 

eContact just go to our website stmin.org.uk and select ‘eContact’ 

from the left hand side.  Here you can find out more information and 
subscribe.  And you can unsubscribe at any time from either the 

website or by clicking the link at the bottom of each email we send.  

In addition we ask which church you are connected to when you 

subscribe so you can be reminded about important events specific to 

your church.  And don’t worry, we won’t send you lots of additional 
mail, maybe only one a week, and if it is not to your liking, just 

unsubscribe.

Sarum Link becomes Grapevine

Sarum Link, the diocesan newspaper,  has now stopped in a paper  
newspaper format from the diocese, and it will be available in an 
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of publication but will continue to be one way we can stay in touch 

with things across the diocese.  We will print out a few copies of 
Grapevine for those who can’t receive email and distribute in the 

churches, but to reduce the costs to you, we would prefer you re-

ceived yours by email.  Again eContact is the way we will be distrib-

uting this among the team.  Please sign up now at 

http://stmin.org.uk.  Remember you can always easily unsubscribe if 
you don’t like it. http://stmin.org.uk/ also on twitter @shaftes-

buryTM

TEAM COUNCIL

The Team Council meets on Tuesday 9th October at 7pm at St Mary’s, 

Motcombe for communion followed by our discussions. This is every  

opportunity for every church to have a say in the way the team works 

and to contribute to the benefit of our mission and ministry. It is 
really important that all parishes are represented by two members. 

At this meeting we seek ideas for a team celebration for next year, 

as well as discuss finances for the coming year.

ALPHA IN GUY’S MARSH

Now that Alpha has moved on to “Post-Alpha” it is fitting that the 

Shaftesbury Team should be invited to support the Chaplain of Guy’s 

Marsh who would like to start an Alpha Course in the prison. He does 

not have the volunteers that he needs to run it and is looking to local 

churches to see if we can help. We did a great job for Bishop Graham 
and the Shaftesbury Alpha – can we manage to leave our comfort 

zones to “proclaim release to the captives…and to set at liberty 

those who are imprisoned?" This would make it an amazing year of 

the Lord. Can I tell the chaplain that we can support him by finding 

group leaders for his Alpha Course? If you  will volunteer, please 
contact me.  Clive  
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TEAM NEWS continued

Churches Together in Shaftesbury  “Prayers for Syria”
Friday 11th October in St. Peter’s Church from 7.30pm

What can we do for the people of Syria and the refugees?

What can we do to stop the bombing and the use of chemical weapons?

What can we do for those other places of tension in the Middle East?

In practical terms, I fear, not a lot.

But as Christians we can stand alongside all that are suffering;

We can change the hearts and minds of those bent on violence;
We can bring peace to the devastated communities;

We can support the work of aid agencies.

How?  Through concentrated prayer to Almighty God, His Son Jesus, 

the Prince of Peace, and to the dynamic Holy Spirit, whose healing power 

is awesome.

The church will be open from 7.30pm.

There will be some times of led worship to focus our thoughts and 

prayers.  There will be some displays to help our imaginations.

And there will be times of silent vigil.

You may stay as long as you like and make your own prayers in whichever 
way works for you.  Clive

Diocesan Celebration of Healing and Wholeness - St. Luke’s-Tide in 

Salisbury Cathedral on Saturday 19th October 10am - 4pm. 

Admission £10   Main Speaker Michael Mitton.

Beginning at the End
Exploring a new life in Christ from death to life through wholeness and 

healing.  These biennial celebrations in the cathedral  have given much 

support to those of us who believe in the healing power of God in Jesus 

through the Holy Spirit.  This year the group is bravely tackling the 

questions of life and death – or death and life. Dealing with death is 

something that none of us can avoid – the death of one we love and our 
own. Rather than being morbid, or not talking about it, the Christian 

faith offers something very positive to take away our fears, and to help 

us support others in their grief. If you would like to attend, booking is 

through our area office, details from Clive or Kirsty.
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TEAM  NEWS continued

L.P.A.s

Now the evenings are beginning to draw in we are thinking about our 
Autumn activities.  One that is important to us as Lay Pastoral 

Assistants  is when we get together  with our Lay Partners – the Lay 

Worship Readers and Licensed Lay Ministers to join in our annual 

Service – which is being held this year in Motcombe Church where we 

will be welcomed by Eve and the community there.  
It is being held on the 13th October at 6.30pm and is an opportunity 

for us to get together to share in worship with each other and we 

would really appreciate the support and presence of members of the 

congregations of our Team of Churches – as we are after all “all in  

it together!” 
Eve has invited Ian Cowley – Co-ordinator for Vocations and Spiritu-

ality in the Salisbury Diocese - to come and address us. We hope to 

see you there.  God Bless, 

Ann D

We are blessed  in the Shaftesbury Team to have a wonderful group 

of Lay Pastoral Assistants, Lay Worship Leaders and Licensed Lay 

Ministers who quietly and faithfully work away in a variety of ways, 

offering service both to those who are part of our churches and 

those in the wider community. They remind us of many others in our 
churches, who, when they see a need in the community, extend God’s 

love and grace in practical and prayerful ways. 

We join together as a team to worship and give thanks to God for 

calling each and every one of us to his service on Sunday 13th 

October, welcoming Revd. Ian Cowley, the Diocesan Co-Ordinator for 
Vocation and Spirituality as our preacher and Greg Underwood and 

St. Peter’s Choir to lead our musical worship. Come along and show 

your support  for lay ministry in all its many forms.          

 EVE
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St. James, Shaftesbury

St. James’ Church and Abbey School

Governors and Staff of Abbey School met for a happy buffet 

lunch at St. James’ Church to mark the beginning of term.  The 

lunch is provided by the Governors as a token of their appreci-

ation of all the staff do.  On Tuesday 3rd September Prayer 

Partners provided coffee and tea at St. James’ for the parents 

of new Reception children.  This was followed by a short 

informal service and each parent was given a beautiful rose 

with the following words on a card:  ‘Receive this flower as a 

sign of our love for you this day.  Keep in mind your love for 

your child and know that God’s love for you is just as deep.’

Wednesday 3rd was the day for the monthly service in church 

for all at Abbey School.  Simon and all the Prayer Partners 

joined children and Staff in the joy of a new school beginning.

Sunday 20th October - Harvest Festival Service at 10am with 

Bishop Nicholas followed by parish lunch at 12 noon.

Sunday October 27th October at 4pm in church followed by 

tea - Consultation 2 for re-ordering/upgrading the church - 

this will be based on your written and verbal response to the 

presentation and 1st Consultation.  Please come and bring along 

those who are interested in the future of this church.  Your 

input is very important and appreciated: to move forward we 

need to know that this is what is wanted and will be supported.
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St. Mary’s, Compton Abbas

Services in October

Sunday   6th October     8.00 am Prayer Book Holy Communion

Sunday 20th October    11.00 am Holy Communion

Coffee Morning and Book Swap

5th October 10.00 am – 12.00 in the Church Hall

The next Village Coffee Morning will be held on Saturday 5th 
October in the Church Hall.  The September Coffee Morning was 

very enjoyable and well attended.  If you didn’t get to that one, come 

along in October, to meet other people in the village and swap books 

and plants.  Many thanks to Sue Ryan and Pam Warner for organising 

this event, which we hope will become a regular feature of life in 
Compton Abbas and Twyford.

Heating the Church

Do you remember shivering in church last winter?  Could you see your 

breath in the air when you were singing?  The church heating has 
been out of action for long periods, first because of an oil theft and 

then because our old boiler became increasingly unreliable.

We hope things will soon be different.  The PCC is working on a plan 

to update the heating so that the church is comfortable all through 

the year.  Watch this space for news! 

Harvest Festival

Thank you to everyone who decorated the church and brought gifts 

for our Harvest Festival last month.  A collection was taken in aid of 

Gillingham Foodbank.

Remembrance Sunday

Our Remembrance Service will be held on Sunday 10th November at 

10.55 am.  
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

 Féte 2013
Our joint féte on 10th August proved to be a great success and the 

sunshine brought in the crowds and a fun time was had by all.  Many 

thanks to Michael and Angela Bone for being our hosts for the fete 

and also the bingo, meal, skittles and barbeques which were also held 

that week.  We thank them for all their hard work. Their efforts, 
together with those of Annie Barnes are very much appreciated.  

Also thank you to everyone who donated or helped out on the day.  

We raised £3105.46 which will be divided between East Orchard, 

West Orchard and Margaret Marsh churches, the final quarter will 

be donated to the Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance in support of 
all the marvellous work that they do.

Jumble Collection

Don’t forget our Bag2school jumble collection which is on 20th 

November.  We would like any adult, and children’s clothing, bedding, 
curtains, soft toys, handbags, belts and shoes that are in good 

condition.  The blue bags should be here early in October and they 

will be distributed, but do remember that you can use regular bin 

liners if you have them. Please take full bags to either Annie Barnes 

or Rita Stranger. If you would like your bags collected please contact 
us.

                                                                                            

SERVICES.
Joint Parish Harvest Festival is on Sunday 6th October at 11.15am 
at St Luke’s, West Orchard. We hope you can attend this special 

service.  Those who took seeds to grow at Rogation, please bring a 

photo to show us the profusion of flowers or size of pumpkins you 

have grown. After the service there will be refreshments and an 

auction of the produce we bring.                                                 
                                                               PTO               



Please don’t forget to bring something to auction and some pounds 

and pence to buy something delicious for your dinner or tea. We will 
be decorating St. Luke’s on Saturday 5th October from 11am.

Remembrance Sunday service is on 10th November at East Orchard.

Once again this is a joint service. We will remember all those          

who have served and fallen in World War One and World War Two 
and in the conflicts since then. If you know the names of any from 

East or West Orchard and Margaret Marsh please let Revd Eve 

Pegler know.  (01747 851442, eve@stmin.org.uk)

The Orchards

Our Christmas Bazaar will be held at St Luke’s Church West 

Orchard on Saturday 30th November. There will be gift stalls, a 

raffle, Christmas tombola and seasonal refreshments. Please start 

making suitable items for sale. Any ideas for gifts, handicrafts or 

produce and help on the day will be much appreciated.

Christmas Bingo a new venture for us. Provisional date Wednesday 

11th December. Donations of prizes much appreciated. More details 

next month.

Messy Express

Following on from our successful day in the summer we hope to ar-
range another day later this autumn. Watch out for more informa-

tion  contact Eve Pegler (01747 851443  evepegler@gmail.com)
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Law of Random Numbers:

If you dial a wrong number, you never get “engaged’; 

someone always answers.
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St. Thomas,  Melbury Abbas

The re-ordering of our kitchenette and loo is well under way and our 

services continue without too much disruption. We are planning to 

celebrate in the Spring of next year with a Songs of Praise Service 

followed by refreshments. Bishop Nicholas will be invited to come and 

join us for these celebrations and we shall ask him to bless the church 
at this service. Whilst we have plenty of time to prepare for this 

service, please start thinking about your favourite hymns. We shall also 

be inviting those organisations who have given us financial support.

      

       St Thomas’s Church Preservation Society

Many thanks to all who provided cakes, sandwiches, pies, and refresh-

ments for the stall we hold each year at the Shaftesbury and Gillingham 

Show.  We had a busy day and our stall was well attended.  With 

donations, kindly received, the sum of £530 was raised towards the 

upkeep of our church.

Eberle Quartet  What a wonderful evening we will all enjoy when the 
Eberle Quartet charms us with their beautiful Chamber music.  A lot of 

hard work will go into making this event so special. A HUGE thank you to 

Liz Lindsay-Rae who organised everything and also to those who are 

helping in any way. 

Harvest Festival - 6th October at 9.30am

We shall be decorating the church on 5th October at 9.30am.  Gifts 

of flowers and foliage would be much appreciated, as would offers of 
help arranging them.  Please contact Valerie Warrington or Ann 

Brooks if you are able to help.  Please come along and celebrate with 

us, thanking God for our farmers, our crops and all that sustains us.  

Despite the builders still being on site, we will all do our very best to 

make the church beautiful. 
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Dorset Historic Churches Trust ‘Ride and Stride’ on 14th September

Many thanks to RodneyAtwood, Mike Crossley, and Richard Poole who 

took part in this event.  It is a wonderful way in helping our church 

financially but also supporting the Dorset Historic Churches Trust. The 

Trust has also helped us with our re-ordering.

Dates for your diaries

Bible Study Group are hoping to meet at the end of October. More 

details to follow. 

Friday 1st November at 7pm  - All Souls - Bereavment Service.  This is 

a service for those of you   who have lost a loved one and would like to 

remember them.  It is a quiet reflective service when we support each 

other.  Refreshments will be served after the service. 
Can you help?  Nativity Festival 13th/14th December.  Do you own a 

Nativity Set, either purchased or made by your family?  If so would you 

be prepared to let us display it along with others in our church over this 

period?  The church will be manned both days from 10-4pm so that 

people can come and have a look at them.  Perhaps, your set has come 

from abroad or you may have something interesting to say about it - 

that would be great.  It is hoped that when people come to visit, not only 

will they enjoy the different Nativity Sets, but that we shall be able to 

offer them refreshments - tea, coffee and mince pies.  If you can help, 

please contact Jan on 852545.

From the Registers 
We commend into God’s care and keeping Matthew James, 

Matthew’s death at the early age of 57 means the loss of much of the village’s oral 

history. Growing up in Melbury, being schooled at Cann and continuing to live in 

Melbury Abbas, Matthew’s knowledge of the area was prodigious. 

In turn Chairman of the Parish Council and the Village Hall Committee, Matthew 

immersed himself, in his own inimitable style, in many aspects of village life. It is 

to him we owe the beginnings of the now much larger Vintage Weekend and also 

the Millennium Group’s Bursary offer for our young people going on for further 

education and training. 

Proud father of three children and a caring son and brother, Matthew will be missed 

by many. We knew his favourite hymn was Fight the good fight – he did and we 

sang it loudly at his funeral. 
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 St. Peter’s, Shaftesbury 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS IN A SHOE BOX  - Once again, during 

September, October and November, members of St Peter’s will be 

encouraged to pack shoe boxes with small toys, toiletries, station-

ery and other personal items to be sent to children in desperate 
need all over the World who may never have received a present or 

owned a toy. Operation Christmas Child is the World’s largest 

children’s Christmas appeal and has sent millions of shoe boxes 

packed full of small gifts distributed to children who really need 

them.
The idea is to fill a medium size shoe box with items suitable for a 

specified age and gender e.g. Boy aged 2-4 or Girl aged 10 – 14. A 

leaflet, offering guidance on gift ideas is provided for those who 

would like to participate.  For those who would rather not try to 

cover a shoe box themselves, prepared shoe boxes will be available 
in church from September 15th. There is also a guidance sheet to 

help with shopping ideas. 

To take part you will need a printed leaflet, which is available on the 

table just inside the main entrance to St Peter’s Church.  Your filled 

shoe box will need to be returned to St Peter’s by the 
9.30a.m.service on Sunday 17th November, when the shoe boxes will 

be collected and blessed prior to being sent off. 

Whether or not you are able to fill a shoe box, you may like to 

donate items to go into shoe boxes. Small balls, knitted glove 

puppets, small soft toys, soap, toothpaste and toothbrushes, combs, 
hats, gloves, small toys such as model cars, jigsaws, playing cards, 

notepads, pens, pencils, crayons, and wrapped sweets are all wel-

come but must be new. A cream swing bin will be available in St 

Peter’s for you to leave your contributions. We are also asked to 

make a donation of at least £2.50 per box to cover administration 
and transportation of the boxes. For further information contact 

Elizabeth Selwood on 01747853738, or pick up a leaflet from church.
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FAREWELL

On Sunday September 8th we sent Eleanor off with our prayers and 

a gift of a youth Bible to begin training in dance and drama. Eleanor 

has been a very valued member of our Church and in her work with 
the young. She has boundless energy and enthusiasm and we look 

forward to hearing from her again soon. It was significant that as 

Clive was talking to her a large butterfly flew around the children’s 

corner – spread your wings and fly Eleanor!

We were also sad to say “Farewell” to David and Caroline Hall, and 
their children Sammy and Chloe. David and Caroline helped wonder-

fully with the Youth Alpha group. They have moved to be nearer 

family.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH WORK

Lighthouse , reading group, Sunday school, crèche and youth group 

have now restarted and we are grateful to all those who help out BUT 

we are in need of more helpers even if it is only to cover the odd 

weeks. If you are willing to be put on a list of people we can call on 
please let Jean know. It would be such a shame if we had to stop any 

of these groups.

For your information:

 Activity Time and Day Place

Lighthouse Wednesday 3.15 - 4.30pm Primary School

Reading Group Thursday 3.15 -4pm Primary School

Sunday School & creche Sundays Church Hall & Crypt

Youth Group Alternate Fridays Church Hall
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UPPER ROOM GROUP

This is the development of the Alpha Course. We meet in the church 
hall fortnightly on Wednesdays, beginning  with a light supper to-

gether followed by a DVD presentation and discussion.

The sessions for October are:

October 9th  -  How to understand the Old Testament
October 23rd  -  How to handle anger

If you would like to come please tell Jean or Kirsty.

HARVEST CELEBRATIONS Sunday October 13th  

We will celebrate the harvest with our Family Service at 9.30am 
then share a Harvest Lunch from 12.30pm – all are welcome but 

please sign up at the back of church to let Gill and our catering team 

how much to prepare!

This year it is right to share what we have with the Gillingham and 
Shaftesbury Foodbank which we have now made a priority amongst 

our selected charities. Demand outstrips supply, with over 500  

people having received food parcels for three days to cover emer-

gencies, and 6 tonnes of food having been distributed. So donations 

of packets and tins would be most welcome – specific items will be 
listed on our weekly notices. Elizabeth Wray is our coordinator for 

the Foodbank project so please talk with her for more details. Thank 

you. 

ST LUKE’S-TIDE CELEBRATION OF HEALING AND 

WHOLENESS

Following the day of celebration in the Cathedral we shall be holding 

our Celebration of Healing and Wholeness on Sunday 20th October. 

This will include a time of prayer for healing, with the laying-on-of-

hands and anointing.
                                                                 PTO
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FROM THE REGISTERS

We baptised

Hanna Helena Joy Lasota   1st September

Please pray for Hanna and her family that they might continue 

to grow in the Christian faith.

The answer to the Question in last September’s Key Ring:

“Why is the lectern in some churches in the shape of an eagle?
Traditionally, the eagle as a lectern illustrate Revelation 8 verse 12, 

 in which an eagle proclaims the Word of the Lord.     Contributed by C.C.

A story is told of a man who loved old books.  

He met an acquaintance who had just thrown away

 a Bible that had been stored in the attic

 of his ancestral home for generations.  

“I couldn’t read it,” the friend explained.  

“Somebody named Guten - something had printed it.”  

“Not Gutenberg!” the book lover exclaimed in horror.

“That Bible was one of the first books ever printed. 

 Why, a copy just sold for over two million dollars!”  

 His friend was unimpressed. 

 “Mine wouldn’t have brought a dollar.  

Some fellow named Martin Luther had scribbled 

all over it in German.”

From “A Barrel of Fun”  J.John & Mark Stibbe

A man went into a chemist’s, and asked the pharmacist  

whether he could  give him something for hiccups. 
 The pharmacist promptly slapped his face. 

 Astonished, the man asked, “What did you do that for?”  “Well, you 

don’t have the hiccups any more, do you?” 
asked the pharmacist.  

The man said, “No, but my wife out in the car still does!”  
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 St.  John’s Enmore Green

Friday 4th October  Community Lunch in St. John’s
12noon to 1.30pm  Donation towards cost appreciated.

Wednesday 9 October  Coffee Morning in the Church Hall (top 

of Church Hill)  10.00am to 12 noon

Coffee and chat, home made cakes, books. Do come along.

In 2006, Myra Wood wrote and produced the play ‘Mortal Flesh – 

Being the Story of Judas Iscariot.  The first performances were 

held in St. Peter’s Church, Shaftesbury.  She is now producing it at 

St. John’s, Enmore Green from the 23rd to the 26th April 2014.

On the 17th September, Myra invited anyone who was interested in 
being in the play or backstage to come along to St. John’s and discuss 

the project.   Being involved in anything that Myra does is a huge 

draw and many people came along and registered their interest. 

If you missed the date and would like to be involved then there is 
still time to get in touch with Myra  on myraasdogfish@hotmail.com 

Myra’s play follows the fortunes of Judas Iscariot from the point 
when he flees his home in Judea to being chosen as one of the 

Twelve, through Christ’s ministry and the triumphant entrance into 

Jerusalem which triggered the beginnings of his uncertainty as to 

Christ’s Messianic status, the petty arguments and disagreements 

that set him apart from the other disciples; and his act of betrayal 
which ensured he put his mark on history as the most despised figure 

in the Christian world.
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St. Mary’s Motcombe

September is always a delightful month as a new school year begins and 

we return to a rhythm and routine that, dare I say it, begins an autumnal 

movement towards Advent and Christmas!  Early in September we were 

not only delighted to welcome Revd Paul Arnold, wife Jean and family as 

the Methodist Minister in Motcombe (Gillingham,Mere and Marnhull 

too), but we welcomed Revd. Mark Perry as the first full time Chaplain 

at Port Regis School, Mark joins his wife Hannah and children who were 

already part of the school.  On the same day that Mark was licensed, a 

room in the school, recently renovated as a chapel was consecrated by 

the Bishop of Sherborne.  Both schools welcome new staff and children 
into our midst, and we hope that all those who are new to the village, 

whether to live or work, will feel part of a loving vibrant community.

‘CENTRED’ Centred on God, Centred on the Bible, Centred in Motcombe. 

A new group meets on Mondays in St Mary’s Church at 7.30pm.  The aim 

of the group is to grow in our relationship with God and to grow in 

fellowship with each other.   A chance to catch up over a coffee, spend 

some time looking at and reflecting on the bible and finishing with a 

prayer. This term we look at Genesis and discover how it is relevant to 

our lives today. For more information please contact Kirsty Wells 
853060 / 823562.

Sermon Series and Follow Up - Joseph

During October and the first week of November there will be the 
chance to delve deeper into the story of Joseph and his brothers from 

the book of Genesis as we look at how the passage speaks to us today 

during the Sermon Slot at Sunday Service in Motcombe. On Friday 11th 

and 25th October after 10am Holy Communion, come and grab a 

coffee/tea (at about 10.45am if you’re not able to come for communion), 

and delve deeper and discuss your thoughts and reflections; ask your 

questions about what perplexes you from either the scripture or the 

sermon of the week. 
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Quiz Night and Supper Saturday 5th October, doors open 7pm for 

7.30pm start- Come and enjoy an evening of good food and taxing 

questions from our amazing Quiz Master Alex Johnson.  A bar will be 
available run by our local cub leader, £10  Tickets available from Viv 

Johnson (01747 851780). 

St Mary’s Motcombe Harvest Festival 6th October 2013 at 9.30am in 
church.  Come and join us to give thanks for the harvest and to continue 

to pray and give thanks for the farmers and workers who supply us with 

so many of our needs.  If you took a nasturtium or pumpkin seed  at 

Rogation and planted it, bring us a photo, or tell us how many 

flowers/pumpkins you grew.  If it’s still growing measure how large your 

pumpkin is.  Some of the children and families from Motcombe Primary 

School will be joining with us and helping lead our worship.

Team Evening Service - 13th October  We are fortunate in the 

Shaftesbury Team to have Lay Worship Leaders, Lay Pastoral Assis-
tants and Licesnsed Lay Ministers blessing us with their ministry.  This 

annual service is especially planned by some of this marvellous team and 

draws the whole team together to give thanks for and rejoice that we 

are all ministers of God’s grace and we are all called to serve him.  Come 

and celebrate the gifts of the people of God and show at St Mary’s, 

Motcombe at 6.30pm.

Churchyard Clear Up  Saturday 19th October, 9.30am - 11.30am  Come 

and join in for the Autumn Clear Up as the the churchyard begins to get 

ready to hibernate.  Your help as always will be greatly appreciated.  For 
more details please speak to Viv Johnson, (01747 851780).

Our thanks to Alan Raymond who has been keeping the churchyard going 

for us this year, and to Adam Pocock too who has got our autumn clear- 

up going in style.  When the next growing season begins we will be having 

a rota system to help Alan keep the churchyard both beautiful and 

welcoming for humans and wildlife, so please let Erika Bond know 

(erika@halfmoonhouse.co.uk) if you can help occasionally.
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St Mary’s, Motcombe LPA’s meet together on Wednesday 23rd Octo-

ber at 12.30pm at Moot Cottage.

‘Villager’ Magazine Coffee Morning Saturday 26th October, 11am-1pm 

in the Village Hall.

Messy Church LIGHT PARTY - Sunday 27th October 3pm-5pm in 

Motcombe Primary  School Hall.  Messy Church is an informal way of 
being and doing church and you are very welcome whatever your age 

from the youngest to the eldest and all in between.  Come dressed in 

reflective, fluorescent, bright or light colours if you can, and bring a 

torch with you for some light excitement.  There will be crafts, songs, 

stories and games finishing with hot Jacket Potatoes.  If you’re coming 

please e-mail Sarah Berry sarah@hakey.org.uk or evepegler@gmail.com 

or phone 01747 851442.

Joseph and his Technicolour Dreamcoat!  Friday 1st November and 

Saturday 2nd November 2013.  (Date change from October), in St 

Mary’s Church, Motcombe.   The actors have been cast, musicians tuned 
and rehearsals begun, prepare yourself for the production of quality and 

colour that will delight us all.  Tickets available from 14th October, 

watch the noticeboards and church noticesheets for where or how to 

get them. (Maximum ticket price £10.00)

All Souls - A Service to Remember  Sunday 3rd November at 4pm at 

St Mary’s Church, Motcombe.  During this short service we will remem-

ber with thanksgiving friends and loved ones who have died.  As part of 

the service we will read out the names of those who have died in the 

previous year and others who we are asked to remember.  You are very 

welcome to this service and to request that we remember someone in 
particular.  Please let us know the names before the service if possible 

by writing them on the list in church, or by e-mail evepegler@gmail.com.  

After the service please stay for tea and coffee and cake.

Motcombe United Charity  provides small grants or loans for children, 

young people, the elderly or disabled living in Motcombe or Enmore 

Green who might be finding times hard. Apply, in writing for yourself or 

others and send to jepocock@uwclub.net or Watermead Cottage, Bittles 

Green, Motcombe.  The trustees next meet on 7th October.

                                                                  Please turn to inside cover
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WORD  SEARCH

©  BJP 2013

S L E N N E K E V O C L A A D

U T O I T A P I L L A R M C A

P M E R O D I R R O C P T D M

E S U E C H U R C H I N N G P

R Y B I P I E R I T E I M N P

S N O J R L A T H M L C O I R

T A U A A T E E H B L I N T O

R G D M B C A S N S O N U T O

U O O B T T I A C A F E M O F

C G I U R L I H R H T M E C C

T U R E B T P U B C O A N S O

U E T A E L H T A L A O T N U

R E T N E L I T O P E D L I R

E S E H O V E L E T O H E A S

E V A U L T A D N A R E V W E

BAR LATH HOVEL CHURCH STEEPLE ARCHITECTURE

HUT LOFT PATIO CINEMA VERANDA WAINSCOTTING

INN PIER VAULT PILLAR CORRIDOR ESTABLISHMENT

PUB TILE ALCOVE SCHOOL MONUMENT VENETIAN BLIND

CAFE DEPOT ARCADE BOUDOIR SYNAGOGUE SUPERSTRUCTURE

JAMB HOTEL ATRIUM KENNELS AMPITHEA-

TRE

DAMPPROOF COURSE

With the letters 

left over it is pos-

sible to find : 

Law of Mechanical Repair:

“Once your hands become 

coated with grease, 

your nose will begin to 

Law of Gravity:

“Any tool, nut, bolt, 

screw, when dropped, 

will roll to the least 

accessible place.”
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The editor reserves the right to omit articles which are too long, and 

perhaps not suitable for Key Ring.   It is in the interest of the reader for 

the editor to improve material in some way if necessary. Articles will 

be edited at the editor’s discretion. 

Motcombe continued     Dates for your Diary
Messy Church Let’s get ready for Christmas 

1st December 2013 Primary School Hall - 3 - 5pm

7th December ‘The Legend of Livingstone’ by John Blashford-Snell

From the Registers

We welcome in baptism into the family of the church Zayne Collis and Tia Brown.  

Please pray for them and their families as they continue to learn to walk in the way of 

the Lord.
Services October 2013    

6th October   9.30am HARVEST FESTIVAL    

13th October 9.30am Parish Communion 

  6.30pm  Evening Worship for all the Team (see Team News)

 20th October 8.00am Holy Communion 

    9.30am All Age Family Worship

27th October 9.30am Parish Communion

  3pm-5pm Messy Church LIGHT PARTY   

3rd November 9.30am Holy Communion    
  4.00pm All Souls Service  

St Mary’s Children’s Church meet, beginning in church and continuing in the school 

on  13th October and 3rd November.  On all other Sundays the Children remain to join 

in and we worship for the whole time together.

Fridays at 10am  A quiet service of Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church.

Motcombe Grange Holy Communion Wednesday 16th October at 11.00am.  A service 

in the lounge.  All residents are invited. Call Revd. Jan Crossley (01747 852545) for 

more information.

Copy for November 2013

must  reach the editor, Beryl Pike at: 

4 Melbury Way, Shaftesbury SP7 8SN

or email: keyring@stmin.org.uk

   NO LATER THAN  Thursday 10th October

The views  expressed  in 

this publication  are not

  necessarily those 

of the  editor.  

Letters to the Editor  and articles  are  

welcome, but should not exceed 200 words. 

Name and address must be supplied.  

Only Promotions and advertisements for events 

within the Shaftesbury Team will be accepted.
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St. PETER’S CHURCH,

 SHAFTESBURY

ThroughThroughThroughThrough
Changing Changing Changing Changing 

ScenesScenesScenesScenes
A Potted History of

 SHAFTESBURY

in Words & Music

in St. Peter’s Church 

 Postponed until February

Tickets £7 

including refreshments


