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Leader Article

 December is now dominated by Christmas. As I write this in early Novem-
ber the first Christmas store adverts are just coming on to the television.  

I am holding my breath every time I catch piped music in stores that it 

won't be sleigh-bells and a 'Winter Wonderland' (one of my pet-hate 

tunes). Well before you either groan in agreement or cry 'kill-joy', it has 

to be noted that as we are all being financially careful, the stores are trying 

harder to get us to spend and spread the cost. But Christmas is a time when 

we actually do spend more - for those special celebrations, special family 

get-togethers, and presents. I would expect by now you will know what you 

are doing for Christmas, where you will be and who you will be staying with 

- Christmas is often a time for family and friends, but paradoxically it can 

be one of the loneliest times of the year for many. You may be surprised to 

know that more than half of the over 75s in this country are living alone.  

Christmas can be a difficult and lonely time for them, especially when it 

brings back thoughts of being bereaved or memories they would rather 

forget. Many lonely people won’t be doing anything special over Christmas, 

they won’t be enjoying their Christmas. They will again go ‘under the radar’ 

of society as others enjoy themselves. For the problem with loneliness is 

that it can easily be overlooked: Where are these lonely people in our town? 

Well the surprising thing is that they are probably in your street but they 

just don’t get noticed because they don’t get out - they are lonely.

Hopefully by the time you read this you will have heard about The Silver 

Line, a helpline for older people, as they launch their telephone help line 

nationally on the 25th November after successful regional trials. The 

Silver Line (www.thesilverline.org.uk) was founded by Esther Rantzen and 

their number is 0800 328 8888. They offer a telephone befriending 

service which can make all the difference to lonely people.                 

                                                                 

                                                                                                   PTO 
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Actually, we can’t sit back and relax because our duty as Christians is to 

care for our community through direct contact. At Christmas time this is 

especially important.  So be aware of your neighbours, maybe just knock 

on the door with a Christmas card and ask them if they are doing 

something special for Christmas; share a bit of simple friendship with 

your neighbour. And it doesn’t have to be a big thing; offer to have a cup 

of coffee with them to hear their story, bring them to a carol  or 

Christmas service, or even ask them to share your Christmas day or 

Boxing-day meal. It is very sad that our Churches together in Shaftes-

bury Christmas meal, which has run for several years, is not happening this 

year because we can’t find a cook, but that means we all need to be even 

more active in offering our hospitality.  And if you are one of those who 

may be looking at a lonely Christmas, don’t be afraid to tell someone. 

Mention it to someone you trust that you are not looking forward to being 

alone at Christmas - there are many in our churches who would love to help.

For we remember that Christmas is about something truly remarkable; 

the birth of God’s son into our midst: Jesus - who came to ‘seek out and 

save the lost’ (Luke 19.10) who in telling the parable of the Good Samari-

tan, said “Go and do likewise” (Luke 10.25-37)  commanded us to ‘love one 

another’ (John 13.24-35). Many people’s lives can be relieved from an 

outlook of total loneliness if we get involved - to bring them a little 

freedom from their isolation and maybe a little joy.

The first Letter of John puts it succinctly at this

time for us:  “God’s love was revealed among us in 

this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 

through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us 

and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since 

God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever 

seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected 

in us.” (1 John 4.9-12)

I hope and pray that through all the Christmas store adverts and the 

piped Christmas sleigh bells of the season, we may cherish the time when 

we can demonstrate to others the simple joy of God’s love, the peace that 

Jesus came to bring and the love which we are to show into the lonely 

corners of our community.

I wish you a truly blessed and fulfilling time.
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TEAM NEWS
Wishing you all an Advent full of expectant hope, peace, joy and 

all God’s blessings this Christmas. 
From Clive, Eve, Simon, Jan, Kirsty

TEAM SERVICE – Sunday 29th December 

8.00am   BCP Holy Communion at St John’s Church

10.00am  Holy Communion in modern form at St James Church 

TEAM WEEKEND Fri-Sunday 9-11th May 2014

We have begun talking in the clergy team and Team Council about 

holding a team weekend  next May to celebrate our communal life and 

to join together in events and activities that we enjoy.

There will be a Team Service on the Sunday morning at which Bishop 
Graham will preside, preach and will focus on our team ministry.

So far here are activities that have been suggested for the rest of 

the weekend:

Bell ringing – “come and try it” event  or festival of ringing

Flower arranging – “come and try it” event or flower festival, 
Ceilidh/Folk Dance evening  and/or light entertainment concert or 

tea dance – or all three!

A Children’s Activity morning – perhaps leading to some contribution 

to the team service

A team choir practice leading to an enlarged choir at the team service
A team modern worship music workshop – again perhaps contributing 

something to the service and/or an open air Songs of Praise in town. 

Needleworkers – a banner-making workshop to make a set of team 

banners for team services or for use in team churches at different 

times and seasons – or to be sent to churches in South Sudan?
A day’s walk around the amazing countryside that our team enjoys – 

and/or a bike ride?

An  Art Exhibiton featuring local artists especially, those in our 

churches.                                                                               PTO                  
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A Hog Roast shared meal.

Any other ideas? All ideas welcome – nothing is too whacky or too 

serious to be considered!

But such a weekend won’t happen unless keen and enthusiastic people 
volunteer to take responsibility for an activity. 

If you would like to organise something for that weekend, please 

let a member of the clergy team know, and come along to the plan-

ning meeting at 9.30am Saturday 18th January at St Mary’s Mot-

combe with a few ideas.      Clive

“REVELATION” - REVEALED – RELEVANT FOR TODAY.

Clive will lead a four week study course on this most interesting 

book of the bible, beginning in January. Wednesday evenings 

22nd/29th Jan and 5/12th Feb from 7.00pm and Tuesday 

afternoons – 4th/11th/18th and 25th February at 2.30pm in St 

Peter’s Church Hall. 

The “Book of Revelation” is full of visions, images, scary things and 

codes which make it a difficult book to read and harder to under-
stand, and often Christians skip over it, ignore it or don’t know how 

to read it. Others take it so seriously and literally they find its 

apparent “judgements” quite disturbing. Yet for all that, and al-

though it seems to be about ancient Babylon, its meaning is a message 

of hope and very relevant to 21st Century Christians and the Church 
in England. The aim of the 4 week study course is to give: 

an understanding of the visions, the codes, symbols and 

numbers; 

the tools to help you read this amazing book with understand-

ing; 

a message of hope and challenge for us all in a time when the 
Christian church is under threat from the powerful idols of 

our western culture.

Do let Clive, Kirsty or your clergy know that you would like to take 
part in either the afternoon or evening sessions.
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Team News  continued

TEAM COUNCIL Tuesday 28th January 7.00pm at St Mary’s 

Church, Motcombe. We are delighted that Eve can welcome us at 

the warmest church on this winter’s night! We will follow up our 

thinking on the team weekend, review team finances, and look ahead 

to preparing for the period of vacancy.

MINISTRY TEAM MEETING  

Saturday 30th November 9.00am in St Peter’s.

Clergy, LLMs, LPAs and LWLs meet to pray together and support 

each others’ ministries.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

from THE SHAFTESBURY AREA CHRISTIAN AID COMMITTEE

It doesn’t seem possible that another year has come and gone and we are 

again preparing for Christmas – so it’s the perfect time to thank all CA 

supporters for their generosity and commitment throughout 2013.  So many 

heartbreaking and dreadful images have been put before us and it seems as 

if, like all the aid agencies, Christian Aid has been stretched to the limit 

providing shelter, food and medical supplies for those affected by these 

tragedies.  Thanks to your support and compassion, some of that suffering 

has been alleviated and a grain of hope restored.  We realise that our own 

economic crises have perhaps  made giving more difficult, but the response, 

nevertheless, has been amazing. Touching on the recent events,  our Har-

vest Lunch, the proceeds of which we agreed should go to the Syria appeal, 

raised the wonderful total of £550 (with Gift Aided donations still to 

come).  Then there was our Quiz night which was well attended and was a 

great social evening.  The questions were challenging (the quizmasters, 

Carolyn and Colin Eastlake have promised to be more gentle with us next 

year!), the ploughman’s supper was much enjoyed and we were delighted 

with a total of £365.   When the committee next meets, we shall be planning 

the Lent Lunches 2014  so look out for the relevant dates.  Meanwhile, we 

send everyone our very best wishes for a peaceful and blessed Christmas, 

followed  by a healthy and contented New Year.  

S.B.
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TEAM NEWS continued 

Lay Pastoral Assistants

As part of our LPA training, we think about how to be effective 

listeners.  I am sure many of you are aware of the selection of 

pointers below but I hope it may be useful for us all to be reminded. 

I know you are listening when:

You come quietly into my private world – and let me be.

You really try to understand me when I do not make much sense.

You do not take my problem away from me – you give me space to 

think for myself what is best.

You give enough room for me to explore why I feel upset.
You accept my point of view even when it goes against your sincere 

convictions.

You don’t belittle my feelings by relating your experience.

You accept me as I am, warts and all.

You do not offer me religious solace when you sense that I am not 
ready for it.

You look at me, you feel for me, you really want to know me.

All the LPA team give our best wishes to you for Christmas.
Gwenda P

St. James, Shaftesbury

Christmas events

30th November               Christmas Fair               10.00am      Town Hall

Friday 20th December    Carols by Candlelight    7:00pm        St James

Christmas Eve                 Midnight Mass              11:30pm      St James

Christmas Day                Christmas Eucharist      10:00am       St James

Sunday 29th December   Team Service               10:00am        St James

                                                                

                                                                                               PTO
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

MARGARET MARSH

From the Registers:

November 3rd 2013 Baptism Henry George Peter House, son of Mark 

and Anne House.

Services

Carol Service   December 15th at 11am

Christmas Day Communion  (Joint Service) 10.00am 

THE ORCHARDS

Patronal Festival St Lukes, West Orchard 3rd November at 6.30pm.

On a blustery, wet and cold evening this proved to be a very uplifting 

service, when we gathered to celebrate the growing mission in our 

parish and the friendships shared within our community.  There were 

special blessings of the hassocks which had been lovingly worked, the 

new notice board dedicated in memory of Derek Stranger, past 

churchwarden, and the continued support of all villagers who helped to 

keep St Luke’s in such good condition.

Christingle Service St Luke’s West Orchard, 

December 22nd at 2.00pm. 

We look forward to welcoming families to this special service. 

Reminder

Christmas Bazaar 30th November at St Luke’s West Orchard

10.30am to 12noon. Items for sale or help on the day much appreciated 

or just come along to find that, Christmas gift that’s just a little 

different. Tombola, Gifts raffle and Christmas refreshments.

Christmas Bingo 11th December 7.00pm at Manston Village Hall

Donations of prizes to: 

Jan, Rita or Annie would be very much appreciated.

Services

Carol Service St Thomas East Orchard  December 15th at 6.30pm

Please note that there will be no service on December 8th. 
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St. Mary’s, Compton Abbas

Services in December
Sunday        1st December       8.00am Prayer Book Holy Communion

Sunday        15th December    11.00am Holy Communion

Saturday      21st December     4.00pm Crib Service

Sunday        22nd December   11.00am Carol Service

Wednesday 25th December     11.00am  Festival Holy Communion 

Crib Service – Saturday 21st December at 4.00pm

This year we shall be holding a crib service on the Saturday immediately 

before Christmas.  All of you – especially children – are warmly invited 

to join us for a short, informal service as we put our Christmas crib 

together. Children will be able to help with this as Clive tells the 

Christmas story and explains why it’s so important.

St Mary’s has a lovely set of crib figures and  in past years they were 

often set out in a service like this.  We are delighted to be resuming the 

tradition.

Christmas Coffee Morning and Book/Plant Swap

The next Village Coffee Morning will be held on Saturday 7th Decem-

ber from 10am to 12noon in the Church Hall.  We’ll be having mince 

pies, to get us in the mood for Christmas and, as usual, there will be a 

chance to swap books and plants. 

Village Christmas Party

The Social Club Christmas Party will be held on the evening of Friday 

13th December (exact time to be circulated later).  Everyone is welcome 

and you’re all invited to bring some food to share.  If you’d like to let 

other people know what you’re planning to bring (so we don’t all turn up 

with the same thing) there will be a chance to do that at the December 

Coffee morning.  Or you can just turn up at the party and surprise us!
Church Heating

We now have a plan for replacing the boiler and a quote for the work.  

We also have the necessary approval from Salisbury Diocese.  All we 

need now is listed Building Consent.  Once we’ve got that, the work can 

go ahead – and we’ll have a warm church!
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REASO0S  WHY SA0TA CLAUS HAS TO BE A WOMA0!

1.  Men can’t pack a bag.

2.  Men would rather be dead than caught wearing red

    velvet.

3.  Men don’t answer their mail.

4.  Men aren’t interested in stockings unless somebody’s

     wearing them.

5.  Men don’t think about buying gifts till Christmas Eve,

    when it’s too late.

6.  Men refuse to stop and ask for directions when they

    get lost.

7.  Finally, being responsible for Christmas would require a

     commitment.
From a Bucket of Surprises   J.John and Mark Stibbe

  

 “What if the three wise men 

had been three wise  women?

   Well, they would have asked for 

directions and arrived on time,

 helped deliver the baby, 

cleaned the stable, 

brought a casserole 

and given the child much more practical 

gifts.”
                                                     Susan Periman
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A four year old boy was asked to give thanks 

before Christmas dinner. 

The family members bowed their heads

in expectation. 

 He began his prayer, thanked God for all his friends, 

naming them one by one.  

sister, Grandma, Grandpa, and all his aunts and uncles.  

Then he began to thank God for the food.  

He gave thanks for the turkey, the stuffing, the gravy,

 the cranberry sauce, the mince pies, 

the Christmas pudding, even the brandy butter.

Then he paused, and everyone waited  - and waited.  

After a long silence, the young boy looked up at his 

mother and asked, “If I thank God for the sprouts, won’t 

he know that I am lying?”
                                  

                                   From  Bucket of Surprises.  J. John and Mark Stibbe

A stingy man went Christmas shopping,

 but everything he saw was too expensive except 

 a £50 vase that was on sale for £2, 

because the handle had been broken off.

He bought it and had the sales assistant mail it so that his 

friend would think that he had paid £50 for it, and that it 

had been broken in the mail.

A week after Christmas he received 

a thank you note from his friend. 

 “Thank you for the lovely vase,” his letter read. 

 “It was so nice of you to wrap each piece separately.”
From a Bucket of Surprises.  J.John and Mark Stibbe 
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St. Thomas, Melbury Abbas

Church Refurbishment 

The refurbishment has been completed and we are very 

pleased with our new kitchenette and lavatory.  Some of the 

north aisle pews have been acquired by parishioners in return 

for donations towards the building work.  Thank you to those 

who helped to give the church a good clean before our Remem-

brance Day Service.  It was lovely to be able to provide 

refreshments to those who attended this service whilst giving 

people the opportunity to see our new facilities.

Bible Study Thank you to those who led our Bible Study on 

Hebrews.  We all had an enjoyable time whilst gaining more 

insight to this difficult book.

Church Tower  The bellringers are delighted to have a heater 

installed in the tower, which will make our winter evening 

practices far more enjoyable.  The bells have also had new 

muffles made for them.  Kind thanks to STPS.

ST THOMAS’S PRESERVATIO0 SOCIETY

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MOR0I0G

SATURDAY DECEMBER 9th         10.30am – 12noon

at Ivy Paddock (at the bottom of Zigzag Hill)

Home of Bob and Sue Breach

Bring and Buy stall stocked with Christmas ‘Goodies’, 

Raffle, Homemade Cakes and Pies

ALL WELCOME
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Nativity Festival on 13/14th Dec  10.00am until 4pm.  

Please come along and support this event.  Refreshments will 

be served.  

Christmas Services This year our Carol Service is on Sun-

day 15th December at 6.30pm. 

There will be no morning service. 

Holy Communion on Christmas Eve - 10pm. Please make a 

note of this earlier start time. 

Christmas Day Service - 10.00am. We shall bless the crib 

at this service.

Sunday 29th December - 10.00am.  This will be a team 

service in St. James. There will be no service at St. Thomas’s 

that day.

Covenant Service - 5th January at 9.30am

From the registers: 

We commend into God’s care and keeping 

Hugh Matthews 

Hugh and his wife Nicky retired to Melbury Abbas having 

farmed near Swallowcliffe.  Each year they used to host the 

North Dorset CPRE Branch summer party.  Hugh was a great 

fundraiser for Motor Neurone Disease, from which his first 

wife, Jenny, died.  He was on our Parish Council and he and 

Nicky were great supporters of the church.
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 St. Peter’s, Shaftesbury 

LET’S CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS! No “Bah! Humbug!” for us!

I know that Christmas does not start until sunset on Christmas Eve 
and goes on till Twelfth Night on 5th January but so as not to be 

totally out of step with the “commercial Christmas” our celebrations 

begin in early December!

Sun 1st Dec 4.30pm Children’s Society Christingle Service. Not 

really Christmas, but we are delighted that The Children’s Society 
has chosen us to host this service this year as it gives an opportuni-

ty to show that Jesus came among us to be The Light of the World. 

Meanwhile we raise funds for one of our favourite charities which 

supports children in vulnerable situations in our area.

Mon 2nd Dec 6.30pm Shaftesbury celebrates Christmas Late 

Night Shopping, so we will be in church to welcome shoppers with 

mulled wine and mince pies, traditional carols sung elegantly by our 

choir led by Greg and modern carols led by our worship band.

Sun 8th Dec 3.00pm Shaftesbury Town Silver Band Concert Clive 

conducts his last concert as musical director of the town band with 
his favourite Christmas music – and a few more carols!

Mon 9th Dec 6.30pm Lindlar Hall Carol Service. Clive and our 

worship band will lead an “alternative” carol service with poems and 

readings, and a mix of traditional and modern carols and images of 

the nativity involving children who come to Lighthouse and SPLATT!!!.
Saturday 14th Dec 10-12.00noon St Peter's Choir Coffee 

Morning in Church 

St Peter's Church Choir are holding a Coffee Morning on. As in 

previous years, the Choir will sing  some of their favourite Christ-

mas music from 10.45 - 11.15am. There will be a cake stall, produce 
stall and a raffle. Everybody welcome.

December 14th Dec 3-5pm in St Peter’s Christmas Tea After-

noon. This is a time to meet together over a traditional afternoon 

tea with a few festive goodies included.                               PTO
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Please come along to this and bring your friends. It’s an opportunity 

to sit down and relax at this sometimes hectic time.

Sun 15th Dec 1.00pm Churches Together Outdoor Nativity 

outside the Town Hall led by our worship band with actors coming 

together from churches in Shaftesbury to help shoppers remember 

the real message of Christmas.

Sun 22nd Dec 6.30pm Candle-lit Carol Service This is always a 

“sell-out” occasion – even though admission is free! -  with carols and 
readings selected by our Director of Music, Greg Underwood, and 

Angie Underwood, our resident expert on Christmas poetry and 

prose. Our enlarged special choir will lead our worship. Come early to 

avoid disappointment. Enjoy a glass of wine and a mince pie after-

wards.
Tues 24th Dec Christmas Eve – Crib Service with Take-Part 

Nativity. Children come to take part in the re-telling of the Christ-

mas story. We provide costumes and props, the setting and the story 

and the children provide the “oooh” and the “aahh” of Christmas. 

Parents provide the cameras to capture it all.
Tues 24th Dec Christmas Eve – Midnight Mass 11.30pm. For 

many, celebrating the story of the first Christmas night, the birth 

of the holy baby in the cave/stable in the busy bustling town is the 

most magical/mystical element of Christmas – it’s a “must do” for 

Christmas – it’s what makes Christmas Christmas.
Wed 25th Dec Christmas Day – We continue our celebrations with 

a quiet, said traditional Holy Communion (BCP) at 8am and a joyful 

Family Festival Communion for all ages at 9.30am. Children (and 

adults) are encouraged to bring any presents they have found in their 

stockings or under the tree as we celebrate the birth of God in 
human form.

All our Christmas activities and services raise funds for our selected 

charities, including “Embrace the Middle East” (formerly Biblelands), 

and Hope and Homes for Children.
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CHRISTMAS CARDS

As usual Jean and Clive will be donating to a charity rather than 
sending Christmas cards to those whom they see over Christmas.  If 

you would like to join us you can sign the card on display in church and 

so wish a “Very Happy Christmas” to all in St Peter’s while donating 

a few extra pennies to those whose needs are greater than ours.

UPDATE ON CANN CHURCH YARD

The apple trees planted in commemoration of the Queen’s Diamond 

Jubilee yielded three apples this year. Will the number double next 

year? Maybe, with care and nurturing!

If you would like to help with the work in the churchyard please 
contact Sandra Whiteford. It’s a free work-out!

MY RECENT PILGRIMAGE 

Many of you will know that I have recently come back from a 

pilgrimage to the Holy Land. I had a great time and, in addition to 
learning more about the places visited, I was deeply touched by the 

lives of my fellow pilgrims and learnt much from them.

Along with 3 others in my group I was unfortunate in having my 

luggage go missing for 3 days. Following the usual form filling and 

queuing to report the loss at the “lost and found” area at 3am we 
were given a small bag containing toiletries , a hairbrush, toothbrush, 

a bag of washing powder and unisex pyjamas (very flattering!)

For those three days I was not able to choose what to wear, could 

not change clothes when we arrived back in the hotel each evening 

and had to go to bed early so that I could wash clothes for the next 
day.

I found myself comparing myself to those living on the streets. They 

have so little, no chance to keep up appearances, few resources to 

store food or clothes, few friendly faces of encouragement. I did 

not like the situation I was in, but I was thankful that I had been 
given a small insight into the difficulties experienced by others in 

our community .                                                                   PTO                     
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I was still having food prepared for me and had a comfortable bed 

to sleep in and had warm water in which to wash my clothes and a 
hairdryer to help with drying them. I had friends around me who 

were prepared to offer their own clothes for me. I felt loved and 

cared for.

When our cases finally arrived the rest of the group all commented 

on how relaxed and happy we appeared.
I hope I will remember this time, understand more the problems 

experienced by those who are homeless and love and care for them 

without judgement or criticism.  

Jean Thomas

CHILDREN AND YOUTH WORK

It is lovely to welcome our schools into St Peter’s. On Tuesday 3rd 

December Abbey CofE VA School use St Peter’s as a base as they 

sing carols  outside the Town Hall.

On Tuesday 17th Shaftesbury CofE VC Primary School come to St 
Peter’s for a service that leads them into the themes of Christmas.

We are hoping that Sunday School can continue in its present form. 

For that we need volunteers to sign up to support Jean, our leader, 

with her work with the children in the hall during Sunday services.

UPPER ROOM GROUP

Our final session is on Wednesday 4th December at 7pm to review 

the series so far and to celebrate all we have learnt and enjoyed 

together.

FROM THE REGISTERS

We commended in to God’s presence;
Herbert James “Jim” Merefield died 12/10/13        funeral 24/10/13

Vera Eastmond                  died 3/10/13        funeral 16/10/13
Desmond William Caines          died 19/10/13         funeral 01/11/13

Please pray for their families and all those who grieve their deaths.
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 St.  John’s Enmore Green

Friday 6th December – Community Lunch 12noon – 1.30pm. 

All are welcome – no need to book – just come along. 

A donation towards costs is appreciated.

Saturday 7th December – Advent Coffee morning in the Church Hall (top 

of Church Hill)  10.00am to 12noon. 

Bric a brac, home made cakes, books, nearly new and a super raffle. Do 

come along; bring a friend, make a friend!

Sunday 15th December – Christmas Concert by the Silton Singers

Carols and Readings.  Readers:  Barry and Sandy Ferguson.

3.00pm followed by Tea 

£7.00 reserved seating in the Nave; £6.00 unreserved in the Gallery To 

book – contact Jo Churchill on 01747 850432 or come along on the day.

Monday 16th December  – Carol Singing Around Enmore Green 7-10pm 

– meet at the War Memorial 

Followed by Mulled Wine and Mince Pies. 

Please note later time.  The St. John’s Occasional Singers are still practis-

ing for the Carol Service on the 22nd.   Money raised will be donated to 

the North Dorset District Multiple Sclerosis Society. 

Sunday 22nd December  at 3.00pm    

A candlelight service with traditional carols and readings supported by the 

St. John’s Occasional Singers.

Followed by Tea and Cakes 

Wednesday 25th December – CHRISTMAS DAY 8.00am

Holy Communion – Traditional Language with carols.

Sunday 29th December 

8.00am  Holy Communion – traditional language.
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St. Mary’s Motcombe

Messy Church 

Let’s get ready for Christmas - 1st December 2013 Primary 

School Hall - 3 - 5pm Messy Church is a way of being and doing 
church that is informal, creative, friendly and, at times, messy.  

You are very welcome to come during the session and join in 

crafts, games, singing, stories and food.  (For more details speak 
to Jill Jenkinson 01747 855476 or Eve Pegler 01747 851442; 

evepegler@gmail.com)

"THE LEGEND OF LIVINGSTONE"  Born 200 years ago

A lecture by John Blashford Snell in the Motcombe Memorial Hall 

on Saturday, December 7th at 7.00p.m. (doors open at 6.30p.m.)  

Tickets £15, to include canapes and drink, available from Mot-
combe Village Shop or Liz Pocock 01747 852647

Advent a Time to Reflect  
Take half an hour or so out of the busyness of getting ready for 

Christmas on Wednesday 11th and 18th December in St Mary’s 

Church at 5.30pm.  A short time of evening worship with time to 
reflect on what Christmas is REALLY all about. 

Carols by Candlelight Sunday 22nd December at 6pm in St 

Mary’s Church followed by mulled wine and mince pies.  Come 
and hear and experience the Good News that is the foundation of 

the Christian faith through readings, poetry, carols and prayers.

All Age Family Worship  The PCC have begun to discuss the need 

to review and renew All Age Family Worship, which takes place on 

the third Sunday of the month at 9.30am.   
                                                                                  PTO
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We are concerned that perhaps the format and/or the time of 
the service is not meeting the needs of either our village or 

church communities. We would be very interested in your 

thoughts and comments. Please e-mail your thoughts, if possible, 
to evepegler@gmail.com or phone 01747 851442

‘CENTRED’ Centred on God, Centred on the Bible, Centred in 

Motcombe. This group meets on Mondays in St Mary’s Church at 
7.30pm.  The aim of the group is to grow in our relationship with 

God and to grow in fellowship with each other.   A chance to catch 

up over a coffee, spend some time looking at, and reflecting on, 

the bible and finishing with a prayer. This term we look at Genesis 
and discover how it is relevant to our lives today. For more 

information please contact Kirsty Wells 853060 / 823562.

REVELATION - REVEALED – RELEVANT FOR TODAY 

Clive will lead a four week study course on this most interesting 

book of the bible, beginning in January. For more details see the 
‘Shaftesbury Team’s section at the beginning of Key Ring.

Joseph - in Technicolour

What an amazing show - enjoyed by so many.  Thank you to every 
single person involved for making it such a marvellous experience 

for many, and of course to Rosie King and David Grierson for 

making the dream a reality.  We’re already in negotiations for the 
next show - watch this space!

Christian Aid Rep.

Could you be our representative for Motcombe on the local 

committee?  We have several committed people who help practi-

cally in the village with the Lent Lunch and door to door collec-

tions, so this won’t be an onerous task, just a couple of meetings 
a year. Let Eve (01747 851442) know if you can help.
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Dates for your Diary

Messy Church

‘Joshua - With God ALL things are possible!’ 

Sunday 19th January 2014, 3pm-5pm in Motcombe Primary 

School Hall.  Come and celebrate Messy Church’s 3rd Birthday
Services December 2013    

1st December  9.30am Holy Communion BCP  
   3pm-5pm Messy Church   
8th December 9.30am Parish Communion     
15th December     8.00am      Holy Communion BCP

       9.30am     All Age Family Worship

 22nd December 6pm      Candlelit Carol Service

Christmas Eve      24th December

   4.00pm   Crib Service

         11.30pm  Midnight Communion 

Christmas Day 25th December 
   10.00am Christmas Day Communion

29th December 10.00am Team Service at St James 

Church, Shaftesbury

5th January  10.30am Covenant Service at the 

Methodist Chapel

St Mary’s Children’s Church meet, beginning in church and 

continuing in the school on 8th December.  On all other Sundays 
the children remain to join in and we worship for the whole time 

together.
Friday’s at 10am  A quiet service of Holy Communion at St Mary’s 

Church. (There will be no service on Friday 27th December)

Motcombe Grange Holy Communion Wednesday 18th November 

at 11.00am.  A service in the lounge.  All residents are invited. Call 

Revd. Jan Crossley (01747 852545) for more information.
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WORD  SEARCH

©  BJP 2013

With the letters 

left over it is pos-

sible to find :

E Z E K I E L L E I R B A G E

N E V N B N O M O L O S I R T

E P E J O N A T H A N D A S A

L H H M I C H A E L E Z I H L

A A A A A A H R N O Z T J A I

D N I A M C A I N E P T E D P

G I D R O A W A N A H I R R S

A A A O S E B D B N A M O A U

M H B N H R A E O D R O B C I

Y L O T A H H S C R A T O H T

R U T H C T A A A E O H A L N

A A A U N B O U J W H Y M E O

M M B H A M N I M A J N E B P

A E O S W E M O L O H T R A B

N J O S H U A B E H S H T A B

EVE ESAU ANDREW MATTHEW BENJAMIN BARTHOLOMEW

HAM NOAH GIDEON MICHAEL JEROBOAM PONTIUS PILATE

LOT RUTH JOSHUA OBADIAH JONATHAN MARY MAGDALENE

ABEL AARON ABRAHAM PHARAOH SHADRACH NEBUCHADNEZZAR

AMOS ENOCH EZEKIEL SOLOMON BATHSHEBA JOHN THE BAPTIST

CAIN JACOB GABRIEL TIMOTHY ZEPHANIAH

It was Christmas and the judge was in a merry mood as he asked 

the prisoner, ”What are you charged with?”

“Doing my Christmas early,” replied the defendant.

“That’s no offence,” said the judge. 

“How early were you doing this shopping?”

“Before the store opened,” answered the defendant.



A Very Happy Christmas

to all our readers

and many thanks to 

everyone involved in 

producing Key Ring

best wishes from the Editor. 
 BJP
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The editor reserves the right to omit articles which are too long, and 

perhaps not suitable for Key Ring.   It is in the interest of the reader for 

the editor to improve material in some way if necessary. Articles will 

be edited at the editor’s discretion. 

The views  expressed  in 

this publication  are not

  necessarily those 

of the  editor.  

Letters to the Editor  and articles  are  

welcome, but should not exceed 200 words. 

Name and address must be supplied.  
Only Promotions and advertisements for events 

within the Shaftesbury Team will be accepted.

Copy for January 2014

must  reach the editor, Beryl Pike at: 

4 Melbury Way, Shaftesbury SP7 8SN

or email: keyring@stmin.org.uk

   NO LATER THAN  Thursday 5th December
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Christmas Services
Shaftesbury Team Ministry 2013

Sunday 15th December  1.00pm  

Outdoor 0ativity with music and carols  outside the Town Hall

St Peter’s Shaftesbury

22nd December  6.30pm   Candlelight Carol Service 

Christmas Eve  4.00pm   Take Part 0ativity

  11.30pm  Holy Communion

Christmas Day  8.00am   Holy Communion 

  9.30am   Family Festival Communion

St James  Shaftesbury

1st December                           2.30pm        St. John Ambulance Carol Service

Fri day 20th December  7.00pm   Carol Service

Christmas Eve  11.30pm  Midnight Mass

Christmas Day  10.00am   Christmas Communion

St Mary’s Motcombe

22nd December  6.00pm   Carol Service 

Christmas Eve  4.00pm   Crib Service

  11.30pm  Holy Communion

Christmas Day  10.00am  Family Communion

St John’s, Enmore Green

22nd December   3.00pm   Carol Service

Christmas Day  8.00am   Holy Communion

St Thomas, Melbury Abbas

15th December  6.30pm   Carol Service

Christmas Eve  10.00pm  Communion for Christmas

Christmas Day   10.00am  Christmas Communion

St Mary’s Compton Abbas

22nd December  11.00am  Carol Service

Christmas Day  11.00am  Christmas Communion

East & West Orchard and Margaret Marsh

15th  December  11.00am  Carol Service   St Margaret’s, 

  6.30pm   Carol Service  St. Thomas, E Orchard

22nd December   2.00pm   Christingle    St Luke’s, W Orchard

Christmas Day  10.00am  Holy Communion 

                                                 Joint Service at St Margaret’s


