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 Leader Article

Happy and Blessed New Year to you all.

By the time you read this article, some of you may have put your 

decorations safely away until next year, while others, like me, may 
be waiting for twelfth night.  I want to delay packing decorations 

away until then because the house always looks so bare.  It seems to 

match the dark bare days that so often accompany January.

When I was deliberating what to write for this article, Rodney 
Atwood, one of my churchwardens, reminded me about that wonder-

ful poem written by Minnie Haskins called ‘God Knows.’  Some of you 

may be more familiar with its other name ‘The Gate of the Year.’

This poem was written and published over 100 years ago.  Minnie was 
a West country girl, who grew up in Warmley, Bristol.  Little did she 

know that George V1 would quote it in his Christmas Day Broadcast 

of 1939.  She didn’t hear the broadcast  and was very surprised to 

read those words, which sounded so familiar to her, in a report in the 

Daily Telegraph next day.
Her wonderful poem was to be recited in royal quarters;  this 

occasion was at the Queen Mother’s funeral some sixty -three years 

later.

The poem goes like this;-

‘I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year,
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”

And he replied, “Go out into the darkness, and put your hand into the 

hand of God.

That shall be to you better than light, and safer than a known way.”
                                                                                                   PTO
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‘So I went forth,

And finding the hand of God,

Trod gladly into the night.

He led me towards the hills

And the breaking of day in the lone east.

So heart be still!

What need our human life to know

If God hath comprehension?

In all the dizzy strife of things,
Both high and low,

God hideth his intention.’

The poem continues; so, if you want to read the other verses, you 

might need to ‘google’ it.

Minnie was a Christian, a Congregationalist, who taught in the local 

Sunday School.  She was inspired to write it whilst standing at an 

upstairs balcony window, looking down the lit driveway which led to 

the gate.
It is a poem which gives us so much hope in the depths of winter, 

when everything seems to be sleeping, waiting for the warmer 

weather and for Springtime:  but it is also a constant reminder to us 

all, in our darker moments, that we needn’t be afraid but have hope 

in our Lord who is the Light of the World.  The Light which never 
diminishes.

None of us knows what this New Year will bring, but may it bring you 

hope, joy, increased faith, love and laughter as we walk in the light 

of the Lord.

With love,  Jan.
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TEAM NEWS
TEAM SERVICE – Sunday 29th December 

8.00am  BCP Holy Communion at St John’s Church

10.00am Holy Communion in modern form at St James's Church 

The offertory collection at the 10am service will go to support the 

ministry of Messy Church at Motcombe.

We shall be celebrating The Epiphany of our Lord in our own 
churches on Sunday 5th February.

TEAM WEEKEND Fri-Sunday 9-11th May 2014

We have begun talking in the clergy team and Team Council about 

holding a team weekend  next May to celebrate our communal life and 
to join together in events and activities that we enjoy.

There will be a Team Service on the Sunday morning at which Bishop 

Graham will preside and preach and will focus on our team ministry.

We are meeting  at 9.30am Saturday 18th January at St Mary’s, 

Motcombe to decide the programme and appoint leaders to each 
activity.  So far,  activities that have been suggested for the rest of 

the weekend are:

Bell ringing,  Flower arranging,  Ceilidh/Folk Dance evening,  

Light entertainment concert,  Tea dance, 

A Children’s Activity morning,  A team choir, 
A modern worship music workshop, A needleworker group,

A day’s walk and/or a bike ride? An Art Exhibiton,   

A Hog Roast shared meal,

Any other ideas? All ideas welcome – nothing is too whacky or too 

serious to be considered!
But such a weekend won’t happen unless keen and enthusiastic people 

volunteer to take responsibility for an activity. 

If you would like to organise something for that weekend, please let 

a member of the clergy team know, and come along to the planning 

meeting.        Clive, Eve, Simon and Jan
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“REVELATION” - REVEALED – RELEVANT FOR TODAY

Clive will lead a four week study course on this most interesting book 
of the bible, beginning in January. Wednesday evenings 22nd/29th 

Jan and 5/12th Feb from 7.00pm and Tuesday afternoons – 

4th/11th/18th and 25th February at 2.30pm in St Peter’s Church 

Hall.

Do you feel that the church in this country in under threat, with 
falling numbers of worshippers, fewer freedoms to witness to our 

faith, a threatening “secular” culture, other dominating powers? 

Well, it was to such people that the Lord’s vision to John – “The 

Revelation” – was relevant. That’s why it is relevant today. It is a 

book of hope and encouragement which is why we all need to be aware 
of its message.  Do let Clive, Kirsty or your clergy know if you would 

like to take part in either the afternoon or evening sessions.

FOUNDATION GOVERNOR OF SHAFTESBURY CE VC SCHOOL. 

Mr Peter Moull, resident of Shaftesbury, but worshipper at St 
Mary’s, Motcombe, has been appointed as Foundation Governor of 

our secondary school, joining the Team Rector and Tim Hall in the 

governing body. Foundation governors are charged with ensuring that 

the school gives the best possible education to its students within a 

Christian ethos, and helping the school to develop and maintain it’s 
Christian distinctiveness. 

TEAM COUNCIL Tuesday 28th January 7.00pm at St Mary’s 

Church, Motcombe. We are delighted that Eve can welcome us at 

the warmest church on this winter’s night! We will follow up our 
thinking on the team weekend, review team finances, and look ahead 

to preparing for the period of vacancy.

MINISTRY TEAM MEETING  

Saturday 25th January 9.00am in St Peter’s. Clergy, LLMs, LPAs and 
LWLs meet to pray together and support each others’ ministries.
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TEAM NEWS continued
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS AND LONELINESS
For some time I have been thinking about what to write this time.  

There is still everything to do that has been mentioned before, includ-

ing visiting Retirement Homes, making certain that those who are ill are 

being taken  care of and so on.

For some years I have been visiting a 98 year old neighbour, whose wife 
died last year.  He is more or less housebound, and looks after himself 

apart from a 2 hour weekly visit from a paid care worker, who does some 

housework.  He cooks his own food, with an occasional meal being 

provided by a neighbour.  I do his shopping as required and he has a 

brief visit from his son from Nottingham every few weeks.  He makes 

very little call on the health service, except for a 3 monthly visit from 

a nurse to give him an injection.  Just recently, another member of our 

congregation has been visiting him, mainly to give him another person to 

talk to.  He greatly appreciates this.

I have one or two concerns.  Is it right that a 98 year old housebound 
man should have so little attention from our medical services? What 

provision is there for taking care of such people?  What about those 

people who are caring for partners with such things as Dementia, 

Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s Disease and other debilitating illnesses?  Is 

there enough provision for giving respite for these people?  How many 

people are there in our Parish who would benefit from a regular visit 

from a person who is prepared to give them a few minutes of compan-

ionship?

My friend is not a member of any church.  Do you know people in a 

similar position who could do with a friendly visit, or some shopping?  
Helping can be very worthwhile.

I have been very interested by the commencement of the Silver Line 

free Helpline for older people who are lonely, bereaved or simply need 

information or advice.  After a trial run, this has now gone nationwide.  

Is there anything we can do to help with this?  A visit to their website 

is very interesting.   The address is www.thesilverline.org

John Kitching
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TEAM NEWS continued
The Shaftesbury branch of the Children’s Society held their 
Annual Quiz at Motcombe Memorial Hall on 19th October which 

raised £761.50 towards the Society’s work with disadvantaged 

children.  Many thanks to the people who supported it.  The evening 

was a huge success and is so well known on the “quiz circuit” that it 

doesn’t require advertisement.  Anyone who would like to be included  
on the mailing list for future years, please email:

ellyb2@internet.com or phone 01747 853874.  

Many thanks.   Elaine Barratt.

Churches Together

United Service for the week of Christian Unity will be at Fathers 

House on 19th January at 10.15am with speaker Paul Wakely from 

the Fathers House in Bath.  There will be tea and coffee served 

after the service.

If you are Thinking of Standing for Synod.
Saturday 1st February 10am - 1pm

Church House, Salisbury SP1 2QB

With Robert Key, Chris Corteen and Jane Charman.

The morning is open to all, whether you are thinking of standing for 

Synod yourself or just want to play a fuller and more influential part 

in the Church’s decision making processes. 

We will aim to send you away with resources which you can share with 

your PCC, Deanery Synod or other interested group.  Remember, it’s 

your Church!

For more information contact Tina Draycott at Church House on 
01722 411944  or tina.draycott@salisbury.anglican.org
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

THE ORCHARDS

Remembrance

The congregations from East Orchard, West Orchard and Margaret 
Marsh held their joint Remembrance Sunday Service at St Thomas, 

East Orchard

The service which was well supported made a collection in aid of 

'Help for Heroes' and £191.00 was collected for this very worth-

while charity.

Jumble Collection

Many thanks to everyone who supported out bag2 school jumble 

collection. This year we raised £255.50 which was brilliant

Christmas Bazaar

Held at St Luke’s, West Orchard was a great success. We welcomed 

lots of people who enjoyed the refreshments and the chance to chat, 

whilst spending some money on the many items given or made by our 

parishioners. 
The fantastic amount of £577 was raised. Thanks to all who helped 

make the event such a success.

St Thomas

PLEASE, is there anybody who is willing to go on the rota for mowing 
the churchyard at East Orchard?

We would be very grateful if someone could spare some time to help 

us out.

Please contact Annie Barnes on 01747 811333
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St. Mary’s, Compton Abbas

Services in January

Sunday   5th January   8.00am Prayer Book Holy Communion

Sunday  19th January  11.00am  Holy Communion

A Warm Church for 2014!

By the end of January – and maybe sooner – the new boiler should be 

up and running.  We have all the permissions we need, from Salisbury 

Diocese and North Dorset Council, who were both very helpful, and 
the plumber will be getting to work very soon.  Once he’s fitted the 

new boiler, we’ll be able to sit in church without feeling cold and sing 

without seeing our breath hanging in the air, even on the coldest 

days.  

Visitors to the Church

So far (this is being written in early December, of course) almost 

seventy people have signed our visitors’ book for 2013.  They have 

come for all kinds of reasons.  Some were visiting family graves or 

tracing their ancestors, one was ‘an old Girl Guide’ and another was 
visiting on behalf of ‘Buildings of England’.  One visitor noted down 

that her maiden name was on one of our baptismal rolls and someone 

else wrote that his grandfather had helped to build the church.

Many entries remarked that the church was beautifully kept (thank 
you to everyone who helps with that) and others remarked on ‘a 

gentle presence’ and that the church ‘felt prayed in’.

These visits were possible because of the people who take turns to 

lock and unlock the church every day.  It’s a real blessing to be able 
to keep the church open and it’s appreciated not only by those who 

sign the visitors’ book but by many others who like to drop in during 

the week.  Thank you all very much.
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George, a farm worker, 

had got into the habit

 of not turning up on Monday mornings.

  This irritated the farmer, 

so one day he decided to have a word with him.

“Now look here, George,” he said, 

 “this habit of taking Mondays off has to stop.  

you’ll have to change your ways.”

The following Monday morning, 

George reported for work, but on Tuesday 

he was missing again. 

The farmer was furious. 

 “What’s the meaning of this?” he demanded.  

“I thought you’d agreed to change your ways.”

“Oh, I’m sorry, sir,” replied George, 

 “I thought you said ‘change your days’!” 

I like  to keep a tidy house,

I like to keep it clean

But not so very tidy

That ne’er a book is seen,

And not so very spotless

That no-one dare come in,

For what’s the use of a palace

If there’s no warmth within?

                                                                     Phyllis Ellison



13

THE AD-MINISTRY OF HUGS

Hugging

Feels good,

Dispels loneliness,

Overcomes fears,

Builds self-esteem,

(Wow! They actually want to hug me!)

Slows down aging

(Huggers stay younger longer).

It eases tension,

Fights insomnia,

Keeps arm and shoulder muscles

In good condition,

Is ecologically sound,

Does not upset the environment,

Is democratic,

(Anyone is eligible for a hug!).

It is also portable,

Affirms physical well-being,

Is energy-efficient, saves heat,

Makes impossible days possible,
Makes happy days happier.

    

          Contributed by P.C.
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St. Thomas, Melbury Abbas

Christmas at St Thomas's

Services at Melbury Abbas and Cann generally follow the familiar 
form.  We welcome Christ's birth in a fitting way and are grateful 

to all those who contribute in any way, including turning up and join-

ing in singing the carols.

Our candlelit Carol Service is popular - the candlelit atmosphere 
for hearing the story of Christ's coming, the singing of carols and 

the sharing of Christmas refreshments never pales.

A little later, the assembling of the crib is followed by the Christ-

mas Eve evening communion and then Christmas morning service to 
greet Christ's birthday.

John Porter

Many thanks to those of you who decorate our church so beautifully 
for our Christmas Services.

ST THOMAS’S PRESERVATION SOCIETY

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MOR�I�G

ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7TH 2013

We go to press before this event so please watch this space for the result 

in the February Key Ring.

‘Snip and Sew’

The Sudan Stoles are now ready to be embellished and sewn togeth-

er. The dates will be given in the pew sheet shortly.  Each sewing 

session will be in the church and refreshments will be served.  If you 

can’t sew but would like to drop in and join us for refreshments you 
will get a very warm welcome.
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 Change of Services

In preparation for Clive’s retirement this summer, it has been 

necessary to review services across the team, in order for clergy to 

be able to meet the needs of all of our parishes with regard to Holy 

Communion services.  Therefore, as from March, the 2nd Sunday of 

each month will be Matins, which may be led by our Lay Ministers 
when required.  To make up for the loss of Holy Communion that day, 

there will now be a Holy Communion Service at 10am on the 2nd 

Friday of the month.  You are invited to join us for breakfast 

between 8.30-9.30am before this service.  The 4th Sunday will 

become a BCP Holy Communion Service.  Both services will remain at 
the usual time of 11am.

Ella Marsden

Ella came to Melbury from the north as a Nanny. She spent most of 

her life here, only moving to Shaftesbury in her later years, but still 

enjoyed the view of Melbury Beacon from her window. She was a very 
active member of village activities. She was a chairman of the social 

club and a member of their first skittles team, a staunch W.I. lady 

and, in earlier years, competed in village garden shows.   After 

running a successful business (Marsden for Miele) she retired and 

joined Shaftesbury Lawn Bowls Club and spent many happy hours 
there.  She is fondly remembered by many in the Parish.

Lilian Blades   

Lilian Blades, who has passed away recently, aged 92, lived with her 

husband, Bob, in Melbury for most of their married lives.   Lilian had 
a nursing background and rose to become a Matron.  She worshipped 

at St. Thomas and was a member of the PCC for many years.  Lilian 

and Bob were staunch members of the VPA and Lilian was a skilled 

needlewoman and a talented cook.   She delighted in family life and 

was so proud to have recently become a great-grandmother.  She will 
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 St. Peter’s, Shaftesbury 

CHRISTMAS THANKS 

Sincere thanks to all who did so much to make a very special 

Christmas in St Peter’s. The list of folk is too long to mention 

by name, but the sense of working together for the Lord, to 

witness to his birth and draw in others from outside was very 

strong and full of joy.

HEADTEACHER APPOINTMENT

at SHAFTESBURY CE VC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Mr Paul Lavis has been appointed as the new headteacher of 

our Primary School. Mr Lavis is currently the headteacher of 

Blandford St Mary CE VA Primary School. He will take up his 

post in the summer term. We pray that the success he has 

enjoyed in his current school will enable our larger and growing 

school towards the ever present goal of “outstanding”. 
  

ARK! ARK! ACTS OF RANDOM KINDNESS
Driving into Salisbury, listening to the radio my ears pricked up 

when I heard mention of “Acts of Random Kindness.”

For example, there was a lorry driver who regularly used a toll road 
and always paid the toll for the person behind him without him 

knowing. Imagine the latter’s surprise when  told by the gatekeeper 

that he could go through free of charge because the man in front 

had paid for him!

According to research these acts of random kindness release the 
hormone oxytocin which, in turn, causes the release of nitric oxide, 

which dilates the blood vessels thus protecting the heart by lower-

ing blood pressure.

                                                                               PTO
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Research also shows that when we give of ourselves, physical health 

is significantly improved, mortality is delayed, depression reduced 

and a sense of well being increased. 

In other words, by being kind to others, you can benefit your heart, 

reduce blood pressure, lower anxiety and be a happier person.
Surely, as Christians, this is what we should be doing already, so let’s 

really focus on it and make it foremost in our minds this month.

Let us know some of your experiences!

Jean Thomas

JANUARY QUIZ – JANUARY 17th 7.15pm in ST PETER’S HALL

Price per ticket £5

We know you all love a quiz and we are presenting you with an 

opportunity to test your knowledge by entering a team in our quiz  to 

raise money for St. Peter’s. We have room for 10 teams of 6 players. 
The evening will include a light supper and draw. Tickets are available 

from Jean Thomas. Closing date is January 14th so that catering 

arrangements can be finalised. Teams are not restricted to members 

of St. Peter’s, so please spread the word and invite people to join 

your team.

UPPER ROOM GROUP

Having just completed the first course of “The Jesus Lifestyle – a 

post-Alpha course” the group agreed that we enjoy the fellowship, 

sharing a meal, learning and discussing the topics raised and would 
like to continue. We will be following the second series of the course 

which is also based on the Sermon on the Mount. 

The format of each session is a meal, DVD presentation by Nicky 

Gumbel , followed by small group discussion. Each session is complete 

in itself and all are very welcome. We would ask you to let us know if 
you are coming so that we can cater accordingly (tel: Jean Thomas 

01747 855375) The first session will be at 7pm on Wednesday 19th 

Feb in St Peter’s Hall and the subject is “ How to live and act with 

integrity”.  Do come and join us!
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH WORK

It is with regret that we have decided to end the run of SPLATT!!! 
services at the Lindlar Hall. We found it difficult to maintain the 

growth we worked for and recognised that we would not be able to 

sustain the activity in the longer term. I should like to thank the 

team for all its hard work and those who have turned up to support 

it over the last couple of years. The Lighthouse continues with a 
regular attendance of around 40 children. We have had to split the 

club into three age groups, with some exciting and challenging work 

for the older children. Their knowledge of bible stories has been 

much improved since the weekly “Open the Book” collective worship. 

This term the school governors decided to let us have use of the 
school hall free of charge in return for all the good work Lighthouse 

and St Peter’s have done for the school over the years. This means 

that we will no longer be holding an annual team service collection for 

the work of the Lighthouse!. We can sustain the work we do with the 

50p donation each child makes weekly. But thank you for your past 
support which has enabled the club to grow. The Reading Club has 

seen some of its members make a massive leap forward in their 

interest and ability. Parents, school and children are always excited 

and delighted when this happens.               Clive and Jean

The Children’s Society Box Collection Holders

Please note that the Boxes will be collected at St.Peter’s Church at 

the Family Service on February 9th at 9.30am.  

The collection team will welcome you all there, and exchange your 

boxes for empty ones.

FROM THE REGISTERS

We baptised

Max William Graham Walker born 30/11/12 baptised 1/12/13
We commended into the Lord’s care 

Peter Walsh    died 22/11/13  funeral 5/12/13

                                                                                     PTO
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CLIVE LEAVES SHAFTESBURY TOWN SILVER BAND
I conducted my last concert with our town band just before Christmas, a 

concert of Christmas music, carols and music you might hear over 

Christmas! This is a good time for me to step down, as the bandmaster is 

not needed for the many carol playing gigs in December and the band has a 

bit of break over the New Year, as many are involved with the Arts Centre 

panto. This gives the band a chance to welcome in my successor more 

effectively than if it happened during the summer fete season!

Will I miss it? Of course.  Most of you know that music – of all types - is 

very important to me and making music, live and together, is a great delight. 

Over the last 4 years we have tackled some interesting, new and challenging 

music. At times I have pushed them hard! We have seen young players 

emerge and take their places confidently in the main band. We have 

welcomed new members and seen adult beginners make progress. I enjoyed 

playing percussion for 6 years and, even more, taking the lead as 

bandmaster, experiencing the delight of bringing 25 people together to 

make one glorious sound.  I hope I leave the band confident and ready to 

move forward, perhaps in a new direction.

My highlights? 

1. Conducting twice on TV – on the local news to celebrate Charlie 

Butt’s many years of brass band service and playing the Hovis “New 

World” theme on the recent Christmas Shopping Evening as the 

young boy, now 53, returned with his bike!

2. Conducting for Royalty – Prince Edward is patron of the Fovant 

Badges Society and shook me by the hand as he congratulated the 

band last year after we played, as always, for and after their annual 

service.

3. All the concerts at St Peter’s and all the summer fetes! I do love an 

audience!

4. Hearing the band performing music they had previously thought too 

difficult!

Shaftesbury is fortunate to have such a good band for its civic events, to 

teach brass playing effectively and cheaply to its young people, to entertain 

and to lead its carnival. 

It is a great community of delightful people! I pray that the band continues 

to grow in ability and strength.          Clive
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 St.  John’s Enmore Green

 

Friday 3rd January – Community Lunch  12 noon – 1.30pm.

All Welcome – Donation towards costs appreciated.

Sunday 26th January – Stories at Tea Time
3.00pm to 5.00pm in the Church Hall (top of Church Hill)

Stories, Craft and Tea

A chance for young families to meet together.

Please phone Elizabeth on 850654 if you have specific diet 

issues.

Forward Date

Sunday 2nd February – Hymn Practice!

We thought we would like to learn a few new hymns – not that 

we don’t like the old ones. 

Evensong is at 3.30pm. finishing about 4.15pm.  

Then we will have Tea and Cake (very much a St. John’s 

tradition) before we launch into new music.

There’s a new remedy 

on the market for baldness.  

It doesn’t grow hair 

but it shrinks your head to 

fit what hair

  your head has left.

  
      From a Bucket of Surprises

       J.John & Mark Stibbe

There’s a new diet 

that is all the rage.  

You can eat all 

you see of everything 

you don’t like.

From  a Bucket of Surprises

 J.John & Mark Stibbe
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St. Mary’s Motcombe

Your Thoughts 

The church council of St Mary’s have begun to review the pattern of 
worship and services it offers. As well as each Sunday having a 

service, including Communion, using either modern or traditional 

language, we have had a simple All Age Family Service on the third 

Sunday of the month at 9.30am which is shorter, with songs, read-

ings and a talk. 
We think the format and/or the time of this service is ready to be 

refreshed and renewed and we would be very interested in your 

thoughts and comments on what you would like to see the church 

provide in it’s place to help us all explore issues of faith and the 

meaning of life. We hope to try some thing a bit different on 
February 16th. 

Please do e-mail your thoughts to evepegler@gmail.com; phone 01747 

851442 or drop in to the Vicarage.

Thank you to all who contribute to collections over the Christmas 
period. 

The money collected will be split between Hope and Homes for 

Children and Toby’s Project.

Covenant Service 
As a church St Mary’s join with Motcombe Methodist Chapel for 

their annual covenant service on Sunday 5th January 2014 at 

10.30am.  All are welcome to come to the chapel and renew their 

commitment to God.

LPA Annual Meeting and Communion Service at St Peter’s Church, 

Wednesday 15th January 2014 at 10.30am. 

                                                                                           PTO
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Shaftesbury Team Weekend Planning Meeting

Come and join a planning session on Saturday 18th Janaury at 9.30am 

at St Mary’s Motcombe to discuss what you’d like to see as part of 

the Team weekend which takes place on 9 - 11th May, culminating 

with a celebration service with Bishop Graham preaching.

Messy Church 3rd Birthday 

Sunday 19th January, 3pm-5pm in Motcombe Primary School Hall.

Theme for our Birthday - Joshua 

With God all things are Possible  

There will be crafts, songs, and stories.  The afternoon finishes with 
a hot meal.  After the surprise visit from Father Christmas last time 

we met, don’t miss our Birthday Celebration - any thing is possible!  

If you can come please e-mail Sarah sarah@hakey.org.uk or Eve 

evepegler@gmail.com (01747 851442 ), so we can have enough for all.

Scrumptious Lunch

Come along and enjoy a bowl of homemade soup and fresh bread on 

Saturday 26th January between 12-1.30pm in St Mary’s Motcombe.  

Catch up with friends and make new ones too.

Friday Coffee Morning  10.15am - 11.45am every Friday.

You are welcome to the village coffee morning for coffee, cake and 

chat. Donations go to a different charity each month. February's 

donations will be given to ‘The Villager’ magazine. 

Revelation for ‘CENTRED’ 

St Mary’s study group that meets on Mondays is joining the course 

on Revelation in January and February. 

For more information please see the details in the team section at 

the beginning of Key Ring or contact Kirsty Wells 853060 / 
823562.
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THE LEGEND OF LIVINGSTONE"  A lecture by John Blashford Snell 

was a sell out.  Many thanks to John, Judith and all who helped organise 

and support this event.

Candlelit SONGS OF PRAISE for Candlemas 4.00pm 

Sunday 2nd February 2014

with tea and cake from 3.00pm. Get your favourite hymns in to Eve 
(01747 851442), especially the ones about light and joy.  Candlemas is 

an ancient festival and falls at the midpoint between the shortest day 

and the spring equinox.  We remember the presentation of Christ in the 

Temple as a baby and the purification of Mary.  Traditionally the 

candles to be used in church in the coming year were blessed at this 

service. Come and enjoy the blessing of light.

Dates for your Diary

Messy Church 2nd March 2014

Church Path  Subject to proper permission, we hope to lay a little 

extension to our church path which will not only be a safe and dry path 
to move between the school and church, but will make it easier to visit 

the new area for our burial of ashes.

A Marvellous Musical

The community coming together to put on Joseph and his Amazing 

Technicolour Dreamcoat was absolutely brilliant Thank you to all around 

the Team who helped, joined in and watched the show.  It was intended 

to bring people together to enjoy themselves and I think it succeeded!  

Although not intended as a fundraiser, when all the bills are paid there 

will be money left over and the church has designated it to be used for 

something to encourage and enable more arts, music or drama to take 
place in the church, for the benefit of the whole community.

From the Registers

We commend to God’s care and keeping those who have died especially 

Thomas Knights and Muriel Hooker, and we pray for those who mourn 

the loss of loved ones.

For service times in St Mary’s Motcombe please see centre pages
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WORD  SEARCH

©  BJP 2014

With the letters 

left over it is pos-

sible to find 

R A T I U R F N O I S S A P S

T H P T N A R R U C D E R U A

U G U R B A R C M A N G O P T

N R M B I N O S M A D I P Y S

O A U B A C R A E P C L P R U

L P L A E R O H A I E P U R M

E E P N M U B T L Y T O M E A

M A I A I V T E R W A M P B A

R V L N L A D R E D D E K N I

E A G A U N E F I G N L I A C

T U U Q E B P E C A N O N G N

A G M D P O D A C O V A M O E

W U L S N I R A D N A M R L L

K O A E N I T N E M E L C O A

G R E E N G A G E E H C Y L V

FIG PEAR MANGO ORANGE RHUBARB CLEMENTINE

NUT PLUM PECAN POMELO SATSUMA LOGANBERRY

UVA UGLI ALMOND APRICOT MANDARIN REDCURRANT

CRAB APPLE BANANA AVOCADO VALENCIA WATERMELON

DATE GRAPE DAMSON KUMQUAT GREENGAGE PASSION FRUIT

LIME GUAVA LYCHEE PUMPKIN RASPBERRY GOLDEN DELICIOUS

Young Billy was quite topical with his latest riddle. 

 “Do you know what happened to the thief 

who stole a calendar, Mr Gay?”

“No, Billy,” I replied,  “What did happen to the thief 

who stole a calendar?” 

“He got twelve months!!
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The editor reserves the right to omit articles which are too long, and 

perhaps not suitable for Key Ring.   It is in the interest of the reader for 

the editor to improve material in some way if necessary. Articles will 

be edited at the editor’s discretion. 

The views  expressed  in 

this publication  are not

  necessarily those 

of the  editor.  

Letters to the Editor  and articles  are  

welcome, but should not exceed 200 words. 

Name and address must be supplied.  
Only Promotions and advertisements for events 

within the Shaftesbury Team will be accepted.

Copy for February 2014

must  reach the editor, Beryl Pike at: 

4 Melbury Way, Shaftesbury SP7 8SN

or email: keyring@stmin.org.uk

   NO LATER THAN  Thursday 9th January

When I was young, my shoes were red,

I could kick my heels right over my head.

As I grew older, my shoes were blue,

But still I could dance the whole night through.

Now that I’m old, my shoes are black,

I walk to the store and then puff back.

I get up each morning and dust off my wits,

Pick up the paper and read the “obits”,

If my name’s not there, I know I’m not dead,

So I take a good breakfast and go back to bed.
                                                    A friend of Mrs Sanders from Australia
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A huge thank you to all who supported and took part in Joseph and his 

Technicolour Dreamcoat - from the marvellous musicians, singers, ac-

tors, to those who sewed, served tea, stewarded cars, cleaned the church 

and all the hidden talents in between.  With a special thank you to David 

Grierson and Rosie King for making the dream come true!  

Thanks again,  God bless, Love Eve.

A Happy New Year A Happy New Year A Happy New Year A Happy New Year 
to all our readers to all our readers to all our readers to all our readers 
and many thanks and many thanks and many thanks and many thanks 

to everyone  to everyone  to everyone  to everyone  
who is involved in any waywho is involved in any waywho is involved in any waywho is involved in any way

 in the production of Key Ring. in the production of Key Ring. in the production of Key Ring. in the production of Key Ring.


