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Leader Article

Change?

I recently revisited my old theological college for a cell group meet-

ing, it was a curious thing: Cuddesdon, for those who don’t know, is a 

ministerial theological college for the training of priests located in 

the green fields outside Oxford. It is the most remarkable of 
places, as most theological colleges are, because it is a community of 

people together with their families living in ‘otherworldly buildings’ 

studying and discovering just what it means to be priests. I was 

there for two years and lived in the old college buildings engaging 

with the daily patterns of prayer, study, socialising and traditions of 
the place. So, when I revisited with two others for our two day 

meeting, we were all a little excited but also apprehensive about 

being there, as none of us had been back since the day we all left 12 

years ago. On my way as I drove up, I told myself not to be disap-

pointed as the college was bound to be different and the traditions 
that we held dear when we were there would probably be gone. After 

all, they had done some fantastic building work  and all but one of the 

staff we had known had left, additionally the wider church has 

embraced the changing needs of our changing society which is 

reflected in the training of priests. However, on  arriving it was 
reassuring to see that even though change had happened, there were 

many recognisable traditions continuing and actually the feel of the 

place had not changed. In fact, it seemed as if the people presently 

there were strangely familiar - every so often we caught a glance of 

someone and did a double take because they seemed to be someone 
who was with us
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when we were there; curiously it felt like the home we knew,  with all 

the people we knew.  On the other hand, it was sad to see that some 

things had gone:  ordinands don’t have to wash up after each meal-

time and amazingly the church, which was used every day for evening 

prayer, now has heating!  Have they gone soft? I remember when we 
questioned the logic of such aspects we were told this was part of 

the ‘character building formation’ - but, I have to confess, that the 

ordinands who are there now do seem to be a little happier.  College 

life felt different, but in a reassuring way the same.  Ordinands were 

still being transformed, by God, by worship, by being together and 
sharing life together. Religious

community life continued even 

though it continued in the midst

of change. The same can be true

for our own religious lives - we 
may long for the days and experiences we once knew in our churches: 

in styles of services, of festivities and simple community events that 

now seem so difficult to make successful.  But, we can also recognise 

in this change that there are almost the same faces and characters 

we knew and life is still being transformed by God, by worship, by 
being together and sharing community life.

As we move from Lent to Easter we embrace this transformation to 

become the people God wants us to be as we find ourselves in change.  

And, over the coming year, we will , as a team have to embrace change 
as we search for a new rector.  In all this change we need to be led 

by God who wants us to change; to be transformed into the people, 

the churches, the communities he desires and to be the Easter 

People who live life to the full.  A very blessed Eastertide to you all 

(when it comes).
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TEAM NEWS
TEAM TOGETHER WEEKEND Fri-Sunday 9th-11th May 2014
By now you should have had your personal invitation to all the events of 

the Team Together Weekend. There are copies in your churches. To 

help organisers of each event, it would be great if you would let them 

know that you intend to come. Obviously things will change if the 
weather is against us, so please pray for the very best of weather. You 

can contact the leader listed on the flyer or contact Kirsty in the Team 

Office. There are tickets on sale for the two major events – The Team’s 

Got Talent and The Celeidh. These can be booked from the Team 

Office, or from your reps in your church. For the Celeidh we have Sam 

Skey and his band. Sam is a professional folk mandolin player well known 

in our local area and further afield. This will be a great event to which 

to invite your friends. It’s great for us to meet together, but perhaps 

your friends from outside the church will realise that we also have fun 

together! All events are non-profit making! We just want to cover costs!
Planning Meeting – Sat 5th April 2.30pm in St Peter’s for all those 
hosting or organising events.

MOTHERS’ UNION
The Shaftesbury Mothers’ Union meets regularly on the first Wednes-

day of the month at Bell Street United Church Hall at 2.45pm.  The next 

meeting is on Wednesday 2nd April when Mrs Crane will give a talk about 

Mary Sumner, founder of the Mothers’ Union.

CHILDREN’S EASTER ACTIVITIES Thursday 10th April 9.30am-
12noon St James  Church.  Hot Cross Fun! 
Our challenge is to bring together children from around the team, to 

hear the message of the cross and why Good Friday is “good” -  while 

having fun. Our mascot for the occasion is Gladly! (Gladly, the cross-
eyed bear!). We will be eating some hot cross buns, made specially for 
us by Reeves the Baker, decorating crosses – and hearing the good news 

of the empty cross! If you cannot join us please pray that the message 

of our Lord’s sacrificial love will be experienced by our children. 
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DO YOU BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF PRAYER?
HEALING ON THE STREETS MEETING. 
Wednesday 2nd April 7.30pm at The Father’s House. 
As Christians we spend a lot of our time praying for others to be healed. 

In St. Peter’s we have a Prayer Chain which links many people praying 

for those with acute needs, a prayer board in church where folk know 

that their needs will be prayed for each evening. We have a prayer list 

on our weekly notices. But do we believe in the power of prayer to make 

a difference, to bring healing? 

Personally I wouldn’t do it if I felt I was wasting my time, that God did 

not want us to know His healing, that He did not listen or answer 
prayers!  But those prayer lists are, above all, to do with the “in-crowd”, 

those of us in church and our families and friends. 

What about all those who don’t come into churches, who don’t know God 

as we know Him, who don’t know about prayer and how to pray? That’s 

why we go out to offer Healing on the Streets. It’s simple. We believe 

that God can - and does - heal today, just as Jesus did all those years 

ago. We know that most of Jesus’s healing miracles happened “on the 

streets” or out in public. 

We simply offer a free gift – the gift of God’s healing power and love - 

to anyone who would like to accept it. They don’t have to pay, as at 
alternative healing centres or shops; they don’t need an appointment, as 

at the medical centre. 

They don’t have to be members of a church, baptised or Christians. But 

we do believe that prayer offered in God’s name will be answered and 

that healing will follow – although the manner of healing will always be 

in God’s time and God’s way. What a wonderful way to proclaim the love 

of God.

If you would like to be part of the Healing on the Streets team, 
to pray for us while we are ministering, or just to find out more, 
do contact Clive or Eve or come along the training meeting. You will 
be most welcome.
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The Team Retreat 2014

This year’s retreat will be led by Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers and it will take place 

from Friday 26th – Sunday 28th September, at Abbey House, Glastonbury.  There 

will be more details in the future issues of the Key Ring and I’ll shortly be sending 

out forms to people who came last year.  The weekend will cost £133, including all 

food and accommodation.  If you would like an application form, please contact me 

and I’ll be happy to send you one.  And if you would like to know more about what 

the Retreat involves, you’re welcome to phone or email me.  

Gillian Cross 01747 811263     gillian@gilliancross.co.uk

Churches Together

Good Friday walk of witness (meet at 11.am at the Commons).

Easter Day sunrise service at 6.15am.

Lay Pastoral Assistants in the Shaftesbury Team

I think that John Kitching and I are the only L.P.A.s left from the first ‘batch’ to be 

trained for the Shaftesbury Team – and this was about 25 years ago! The training 

was quite intense and covered a wide area of possible work we might be called on 

to do as lay people supporting the work of the clergy.

Much of this was on a one-to-one basis involving bereavement counselling, visiting 

people who were ill in hospital or at home, housebound or lonely folk, and all sorts 

of things in between. Over the years I have helped clergy with baptism preparation, 

visited families new to the area, organised Sunday School, Christmas and Pentecost 

Parties and Christmas and Easter Day lunches.

One of my most challenging calls was to go immediately to a family with a very sick 

baby who needed urgent hospital admission and there was nobody available to care 

for the two siblings - and the dog! I moved into their house and took over for about 

36 hours. It was hard work, mainly because there was no time for a proper ‘hand-

over’ and I had no idea where to find anything! The great blessing was that we 

became good friends after that!!

Many of the things in which I have been involved have been things that do not 

require an L.P.A. label/badge but the basic training and the opportunity of going on 

additional specialised courses has been (and is) invaluable. However the ‘badge’ 

has been particularly useful during the time of an interregnum when there is a lot of 

extra work to do to keep the church alive and growing without a Vicar.

The regular meetings with our Vicar and with each other provide spiritual and moral 

support and allow for discussion on what the current needs are and who is able to 

take on such tasks.

Many years have now passed, I am that much older and I sometimes find myself 

asking where, or if, there is a division in what I can do as an L.P.A. and where I am 

just doing things from my heart. What I do know is that I have been greatly blessed 

by God over and over again in what He has allowed me to do in His name.          

J.M.C.
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St. John’s,   Enmore Green 

Sunday 6th April 4.30pm
Annual Meeting of Enmore Green Church.

All are welcome to the meeting which takes place following Evensong at 

3.30pm.

Wednesday  9th April – Annual General Meeting  of the Friends of St. 
John’s at 7.00pm in the Church Hall
All Welcome even if you are not yet a Friend!

Saturday 12th April – St. John’s in the Town Hall  10.00am to 3.30pm 
Lots of stalls including home made cakes, plants, books, CD’s and, new this 

year, a blue and green stall.   Refreshments on offer all day.

Please let Elizabeth know if you can contribute any Tombola prizes or help 

with gifts to the other stalls. – 850654 

Monday 14th April – Reflective Service for Holy Week
With the St. John’s Occasional Singers  at 7.30pm.

Friday 18th April   9.45am  Good Friday Reflections. 

Easter Day 20th April  11.15am  
Holy Communion  Common Worship.

Mortal Flesh 24th 26th April    Being the Story of Judas Iscariot
8.00pm on each evening.

Tickets available from Jo Churchill, 

6 Long Cross, Enmore Green, Shaftesbury SP7 8QP.

01747 850432.  Reserved seats in the Nave £8.00; unreserved in the West 

Gallery £6.00  Cheques made out to St. John’s, Enmore Green.

The Play finishes c. 9.00pm and the cast then will be willing to answer 

questions from the audience

Forward Dates
Friday 2nd May -Community Lunch in the Church.
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 St. Thomas,  Melbury Abbas
Songs of Praise 

The church was packed, despite terrible weather, on the afternoon 

of 2nd March when the Right Rev. Nicholas Holtam, Bishop of 
Salisbury, came with his chaplain Malcolm Wilson to bless the new 

kitchen and loo.  Clive Thomas also attended.  The service was a 

‘Songs of Praise’, the congregation had chosen the hymns. Bob 

Breach wrote a hymn especially for the service,  Pat played the organ 

with gusto, and Rev Jan Crossley put together suitable readings to 
accompany the music.  Our building was warm and inviting; the 

flowers were beautiful and the food, in abundance, was delicious. 

Among guests present were Mike Crossley representing the Dorset 
Historic Churches Trust, who had supported the project with a 

generous grant and architect Chris Romain who had designed the new 

facilities and liaised with the builders, Maidment & Carter.  Grants 

also came from the National Churches Trust, the Erskine Muton 

Foundation, the Garfield Weston Foundation, the Beatrice Laing 
Trust and the Allchurches Trust. Substantial sums were raised by 

the efforts of parishioners. 

Despite the atmosphere of cheerful celebration, the bishop’s words 

in his address went straight to the heart of the matter: churches 
like St. Thomas’s have to adapt, prepare themselves for the future, 

open their doors to the world and do good for others, rather than 

look inwards.  This was exemplified when the bishop, in an impromptu 

addition to the order of service, blessed a stole which Anne Brooks,  

a member of the congregation, had sewed for the Sudan.

It was a truly wonderful occasion which we will remember for a long 

time.  A very big Thank You to all members who worked hard in so 

many ways to make this day so special. 

From the Registers: 
Olli Roger Augustine Ford - Baptised on 9th March                             

                                                                                                        

PTO
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Is God calling you? 

Our Church warden, Rodney Atwood, is standing down at our Vestry 

Meeting after seven years of faithful service.  Therefore, we need 

to replace him along with three other members who will also be 

leaving our PCC.  We meet four or five times a year and our meetings 

are enjoyable.  PCC members are our governing body, so it is vital 
that these positions are filled.  Please pray about this and contact 

either Jan or John if you think God is calling you to undertake this 

job, or wish to know what it entails. 

Monthly Friday Breakfast 

On Friday 7th March, we held our first Friday breakfast, using our 
new kitchenette and social area in the South Aisle.  We enjoyed 

cereals, fruit, croissants, toast and preserves, with tea and coffee.  

A very pleasant occasion, with the opportunity to exchange plenty of 

natter.  Some of us stayed for Holy Communion at 10:00am. 

Everyone is very welcome to breakfast from 8:30 to 9:30am on the 

Friday morning before the second Sunday of each month. 

Easter Services

Palm Sunday Service on 13th April at 11am  will be led by John 
Porter, our Lay Worship Leader.  Palms will be given out at the 
service. 

Good Friday 18th April - At 10am we will make our Easter Garden 
with the  children.  Hot Cross Buns and refreshments will be served 

at 11am.  Please come along and support our children, enjoy the 

refreshments and stay on at 12noon for ‘An hour at the Cross.’ 

Easter Day 20th April - We will celebrate the Risen Christ with Holy 

Communion.  This will be at 10am and there will be an Easter Egg Hunt 

following the service. 

                                                                PTO
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Dates for your diaries
Saturday April 19th church Spring cleaning, start time 10am.  Liz 
Lindsay-Rae organises the rota of volunteers who clean the church 

every month.  Any help for the annual Spring clean is always very 
welcome. Please bring one or two clean rags!

 St Thomas’s Preservation Society Spring Event April 4th  
Melbury Abbas Village Hall.  7pm for 7.30pm.

Speaker Alan Eason, Professional Gardener.

Subject - A Brief History of the Gardens of Dorset.
Tickets £10 to include supper and a glass of wine.
Tickets available from Sue Breach - 01747853152, 

Jess Crichton - 01747853942

 and the Shaftesbury Tourist Information Centre - 01747853514

                 St Thomas’s Preservation Society 
are holding their AGM at 6.30pm on Friday April 25th at 6.30pm in 

St Thomas’s Church.  Everybody is very welcome to attend.  

This will be followed by the Annual Parochial Church Council Meeting 

at 7.30pm.

This is your chance to know what is going on in your parish. 

Team weekend 9th -11th May.  On 10th May at 2.30pm Melbury 

and Compton unite in ‘The Two Churches Quiz Walk, with tea.  We 

shall park at Melbury and begin our walk with a Pilgrim Prayer before 

setting off on a 1.75 mile walk over the downs.  Tea will be served at 

St. Mary’s Compton.  Please note that there will be a steep climb.  
Dogs can come along too, provided that they are well behaved. 
 
 

What guarantees may a mortgage company insist on?

If you are buying a house, they will insist 

you are well endowed.



St. James, Shaftesbury

The Labyrinth for February celebrated Education Sunday and the Abbey 
school participated with their pictures and thoughts on A4 sheets saying 

what education meant to them; these were displayed on the Display stands 

outside and also on tables in the church.   It was wonderful to read their 

comments and to know how important education is to them.

Following on from the success of our first two Pilgrim Services, the next one 

will be on Sunday 13th April (Palm Sunday) at 3.30pm at St. James' as usual. 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting, which is open to all, is on Thursday 

10th April, at 7.45p.m. after evening communion.  It is very important that 

as many as possible attend at this crucial stage of our upgrading.

The Labyrinth - during Holy Week, will contain reflections on the Passion as 

Stations of the Cross painted by Nicholas Mynheer with a commentary by 

David Scott. These will also be on display in the Church for those who find 

the Labyrinth difficult underfoot.  We are  looking forward to sharing the 

Labyrinth with the Team over the Team weekend (Friday 9th to Sunday 11th 

May) and would welcome any material relevant to this occasion.

Re-Ordering - A quantity surveyor's report is being prepared for more 
specific costings and the future enhancement of the car park is under 

discussion.

Services during Holy Week
Monday 14th at 6.00p.m. 

Reflective Concert at St John's Church, Enmore Green.
Tuesday 15th April at 7.30p.m.  "An adaptation of the Oberammergau 

Passion Play in one hour - slides, music and narration".  Alan Carter.

Wednesday 16th at 8.00pm 'Compline' with Reflections 
Thursday 17th 7.00pm - Maundy Thursday Service with Stripping of the 

Altar followed by Reflective Prayer.

Friday 18th at 1.30pm - Passion reading and reflections

Saturday 19th - Putting together the Easter Garden and decorating the 
church.

Sunday 20th - 9.30am Holy Communion Celebratory Service 
On Easter Sunday there will NOT be an Evensong.

12
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Friends of St James  -  Looking Forward 
Saturday/Sunday – 14th and 15th June – Open Gardens in St. James 
village
There are some beautiful gardens in and around St. James Street – all 
hidden from view, but on this June weekend open for visitors.  More 
information will be forthcoming but the collection point for your map will 
be in St. James Church.  St. James has a reputation for having some 
superb cake makers so there will be Tea available at the end of your 
tour, or before even, if you need to build up your strength.  

Saturday 12th July – Treasure Hunt around Shaftesbury and St. James
2.00pm onwards.  Suitable for all ages.  ‘Traditional English Tea’ to 
follow.

Tuesday 12th August – Pimms Party 6.30pm to 8.30pm 
Now an established date in the Events Calendar.  So far we have always 
had a perfect evening – even when rain has been forecast.  We are 
trying a new venue and garden this year – so again – watch this space. 

ABBEY SCHOOL AND SAINT JAMES’S CHURCH LINK.
Education Sunday was celebrated with joy at Saint James’s Church. The 
pupils had discussed in school what Education meant to them and each class, 

from Reception to Year 6, represented their ideas in words or pictures. The 

pupils’ comments were used during the sermon and put at the back of the 

church for the congregation to read. Some were laminated and displayed in 

the Labyrinth for the month of February.

Here are a few of the many thoughtful and lively contributions:

Education changes your future. It expands your knowledge, helps guide your 

life choices and helps you to find your hidden talents.

Hard work means you learn to do things you couldn’t do before. We learn to 

read and can find things out for ourselves.

Abbey school has taught me to be confident in my work.

I am glad I learnt to co-operate in cricket and be part of a team.

We have to think ourselves lucky because there are lots of people who never 

get the opportunity to learn things like maths, literacy and science.

After the service the congregation signed a letter of support and appreci-

ation for the work of Abbey School.
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My Tribute to the Church of St James in Shaftesbury by Lois Sutton

What is is that gives the body strength

When illness strikes a near-death blow,

As consciousness rests in a sleep

And shelters one from fear,

Unaware of caring hands, of watchful eyes,

Of praying hands and whispered words one cannot hear?

This was me.

I wonder who reached to touch my soul

To open my eyes to a loved one's gaze,

Who healed and strengthened with watchful eyes

For the joy of coming home?

There are those on the prayer list we may not know

Whose suffering may be hard to bear; who need our faith

In quiet soliloquy.

+ow is a time of gratefulness

For the prayers St James bestows

On so many who have entered there

For the joy of a wedding or Christening,

For those who may grieve,

Or those who, unsure, but cannot ignore

There is something that only God knows

And who one day will answer His bidding.

The beautiful cedar and ancient yews stand tall;

Evergreen guardians of those resting there.

We come to St James, we sing in praise

Of the wonders and grace of this hallowed place.

And we bow our heads in prayer.

-------o0o-------

“A Brave first Effort “   “More please” and  “a freshness to the service”- these were 

just a few of the positive comments on the feed back forms, following the exciting new 

style of service.  The Pilgrim Service is based on prayers and music from the Iona 
Community and takes a fresh look at the way we worship.  The service was followed by 

tea and cakes in the church and gave a good opportunity for socialising afterwards.

The order of service was illustrated with a travelling pilgrim and members of the 

congregation were invited to enter a “Spot the Difference”.  The music group accompa-

nied the lovely songs. The prayers were beautifully read  and each prayer was followed 

by quiet reflection and a meditative Taise chant.  Jill’s super display was a wonderful 

centrepiece.  It is hoped that the congregation of around fifty who attended the first 

service will continue to grow as interest spreads. Different themed services will be 

taking place on the 2nd Sunday of every month at 3.30pm at St. James.

Sue Hollis



The Orchards and Margaret Marsh  

Team Weekend of Celebration 10th,11th,12th May. You will no doubt be 

reading about all the events that have been arranged around the team in 

other parts of this Key Ring issue. The highlight will be when Bishop Graham 

leads our Team Service at St Marys, Motcombe on Sunday May 11th. 

LENT LUNCHES
A Reminder that our Parish is on duty Friday 4th April 
at Shaftesbury Town Hall 12noon to 1.30pm.

Offers of help or soups to Nancy Roberts 01258472129

or Annie Barnes 01747 811333

APCM
This Year’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held in West Orchard 

church on 7th April 7pm.

FUNDRAISING
Fete 2014 Saturday 2nd August at School House Farm, West Orchard. It 

will be called The Villages Country Fair.

Our Fete this year will be combined with Jan and Colin Foot’s Country Fair 

which is raising money for the Fortuneswell Cancer Trust.  Jan and Colin 

received so many requests to run another event and, as last years proved a 

great success, they have decided to organise another one. We have been 

invited to share the day. We know it will appeal to lots of people especially 

tractor enthusiasts from not only around North Dorset, but from further 

afield as well, so we will be in for a hectic time organising. Your help will be 

invaluable to making it a success. Ideas for eye-catching Draw Prizes 

please, original stalls and, most importantly, help on the day will be much 
appreciated. 

Fête Meeting:  Monday 14th April at the home of Jan Foot
Please come along with your ideas.

Please try and attend, we need lots of volunteers and some new ideas too. 

If you can help on the day, but can’t make the meeting, please contact 

either Jan Foot on 01258472567 or Rita Stranger on  01258472331.

15
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A Golf Day has been arranged for Wednesday 13th August. 

The Presentation meal will take place at School House Farm more details 

later.

MARAGRET MARSH
May 10th 2014 A Plant sale will be held in the Barn at Marsh Farm 
bungalow home of Ron and Audrey Trim at 10.30am.

There will also be a cake stall.

ADVANCE NOTICE
A Race Night and supper to be held on June 21st 2014 in Marnhull Village 
Hall in aid of Margaret Marsh Church.

THE ORCHARDS
St Lukes Spring Clean Saturday 12th April from 10.30am. Annual Spring 
clean of church inside and out so that we are all spruced up ready for our 

Easter Day service.

Drinks and biscuits for the workers.

Plant Sale May 24th 2.30 – 6pm at Manor Farm Annexe,West Orchard 

(home of Phil and Rita Stranger). We hope to have plants to sell, cake stall 

and a tombola. Cream teas too.

So please start raising some plants now spring is finally here.

Donations for the stalls will be much appreciated.

If you can help on the day do please let Rita know.(01258 472331)

SPECIAL SERVICES 
Good Friday     18th April             6.30 pm at Margaret Marsh

Easter Sunday  20th April      at Margaret Marsh 10am

Easter Sunday  20th April            at West Orchard   11.15am

Please note: The Mothering Sunday Service is a combined service for all 

churches and villages in the parish

FROM THE REGISTERS:
Interment of Ashes Roy Baker 6th February 2014 at St Thomas East Or-

chard.
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Messy Express  Saturday 5th April 10.30am - 12noon

LENT GROUP 2nd and 16th April at 4pm
Our Lent group continues in April. Our time together will be based on  

discussions raised from reading the novel ‘The Shack’. All are welcome to 

come and join us and share their thoughts. Please contact Rita Stranger on  

01258472331 to confirm the venue. 

Take a Break for a coffee and chat 
Wednesday April 16th, 2.30pm - 3.30pm at Holly Bank, East Orchard, (home 

of the Barnes’). Take time to catch up with one another, meet new faces, 

find out what's happening around the village.

East Orchard Churchyard is a place of tranquility and peace, a place for 
anyone in the parish to stop a while and enjoy the surroundings.  

As a place we lay our loved ones to rest when the time comes, we know it is 

an important space for many in the village.  We are very short of volunteers 

to help keep it tidy and, as, the spring approaches, we will only be able to 

keep it mown and looked after with help from you.   If you would like to help 

by giving a couple of hours of your time every so often, or regularly give an 

amount annually to pay for it to be mown, please speak to Annie Barnes 

(811333), e-mail RayBarnes@woodwork2000.fsbusiness.co.uk

 

Education

A young boy once approached his father to ask,

“Dad, why does the wind blow?”

“I don’t know, son.”

“Dad, where do the clouds come from?”

“I’m not sure, son .”

“Dad, what makes a rainbow?”

“No idea, son.”

“Dad, do you mind me asking you all these questions?”

“Not at all, son.  How else are you going to learn?”
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St.  Peter’s Shaftesbury

FAMILY SERVICE Sunday 6th April 9.30am
Because last week was Mothering Sunday, and we do not celebrate commun-

ion when all the mums and children from the school join us, I felt it was 

important that we did not go two weeks in a row without celebrating 

communion. So our family service will include a celebration of the Lord’s 

Supper. As at our major festivals we will enjoy the informality of the family 

service with the gravitas of communion, so I hope this will meet the needs 

of all. Clive

MEN’S BREAKFAST
About a dozen good men and true met in the Church Hall for breakfast and 

heard how the Church of England seems largely designed for the female 

sex! We also considered how the spiritual needs of men can be met as we 

come together in various ways. This was the “pilot”- the first of what we 

hope will be many good and useful meetings. The next meeting is on 
Saturday 12th April in St Peter’s Church. If you are male, you do not have 
to be a church member! – and interested in meeting with other men for 

food, company, and discussion on the topics that men are interested in, then 

please contact Joe Rumble at St Peters’ via the Team Office.

LENT, HOLY WEEK AND EASTER IN ST PETER’S
Journeying with the Lord through Lent brings us to the change of emphasis 

after Mothering Sunday 30th April.

On 6th April the FAMILY SERVICE will include Holy Communion as we think 
of Jesus being the “Bread of Life” and the breaking of bread at the Last 

Supper.

On PALM SUNDAY 13th April, we meet outside the Co-op at 9.15am to 
bless the palms and process through the High Street and remember Jesus’s 

triumphant entry into Jerusalem. “They wanted a king on a white charger – 
they got a wandering preacher on a lowly donkey!”
Our Holy Week reflections on Monday- Wednesday at 7.30pm will be as 

follows:  Monday,Tuesday, Wednesday – The Stations of the Cross.
On Maunday Thursday we meet in the Upper Room (the church hall) to 
remember the Lord’s Supper as the story is told alongside a meal together.  

We continue with a vigil until midnight as we remember Jesus at Gethse-

mone and his arrest.                                                                             PTO
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On  GOOD FRIDAY we meet at 11.00am at The Commons for the Churches 
Together Procession of Witness. At 12noon we move into St Peter’s for the 
3 hour service, “Watching and Waiting at the Foot of the Cross”. 6 
half-hour meditations, with hymns and prayers, lead us from his crucifixion 

to his death. There is the freedom to come and go during the intervals 

between the meditations. 

At 7.30pm in St Peter’s Our Special Choir presents THE PRICE OF LOVE 
a programme of Passion-tide Music including the Choral Suite fromThe 
Armed Man: A Mass for Peace by Karl Jenkins. This suite, comprising of the 
four Mass Movements (Kyrie, Sanctus, Benedictus  and Agnus Dei) and The 
Hymn Before Action, is based on the 15th Century French Song L'homme 
armé (The Armed Man).
The second half of the programme will include Bach's  In Tears of 
Grief, When Jesus Wept  by Peter Olejar,  Love's Young King  by Sasha 
Johnson Manning and Humble Cross  by Joel Raney, interspersed with hymns 
and readings. Come early to get a seat!

'Greater love hath no man than this; that he lay down his life for his friends'
We meet again at Sunrise on THE DAY OF RESURRECTION - EASTER 
SUNDAY  for the Churches Together Service followed by breakfast at the 
Friends Meeting House. BCP Holy Communion quietly begins the day in St 

Peter’s at 8.00am and the celebrations of the joyful Easter-tide come 

together in the FAMILY FESTIVAL COMMUNION,  our all-age worship 
for the greatest day in the church’s year!

CIVIC SERVICE AND OPENING OF SHAFTESBURY ABBEY  Sat 5th April
Our Mayor, Cllr Simon Pritchard invites you to his Civic Service in St Peter’s 

at 11am to celebrate the life of our town. We then move to the Abbey for 

the annual opening ceremony and prayers. It’s great that St Peter’s is so 

active in the life of the town, so please do support this event.

OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES!
Following a Sunday school class about the 10 commandments, where we 

played games, one of the children said:

“Without rules and following instructions carefully we get chaos, nobody 
has a chance and we begin to think only about ourselves.”
Two  prayers written by Tirion
Dear God, Help us to take our part  in being loving and caring to those 
around us. As we take the wine and bread help us to remember that Jesus 

died for us and we thank Him for what He did for us. Amen                            
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Oh Lord, If we confess our sins He is faithful and will forgive them and 
cleanse us of all unrighteousness. Thank you, Lord. Amen

Those who are in church early on a Sunday will notice Tirion and Gabby at the 

children’s table. During that time Tirion is very often writing prayers and 

drawing pictures to illustrate them. She has no help from anyone. Aren’t we 

blessed with our children?
SHOEBOX APPEAL - WAS THIS YOUR BOX?
Your shoebox was one of over 180,000 gift-filled boxes that blessed children 

in Belarus in 2013. Dressed in their best clothes, the children waited for the 

arrival of Operation Christmas Child. In the Educational Centre in Kobrin, UK 

distribution team member Mary told the story of a little girl who was rigid 

with cerebral palsy and had her head down on the table, not wanting to 
interact with anyone, or even look at the box in front of her. Mary says, “I 

opened the box for her and on the top was a fluffy penguin. I gently stroked 

her cheek with the soft fur and slowly she started to smile and relax. The 

teacher said the little girl liked music and as I looked in her box there was a 

tambourine. I shook it gently and as I did so she began to sit up, smile and 

take an interest in the box to such an extent that the teacher was amazed. 
How great that her box contained just what she needed.”

Each year we make up additional boxes to supplement those already prepared 

for you. With this in mind and the report of that little girl’s delight in music 

we wondered if any of you would like to help by buying a musical instrument 

during April. You can buy a plastic recorder, tambourine, mouth organ etc 

from Bargains and leave it in the box in Church. Elizabeth Selwood.

FROM THE REGISTERS

We baptised 

Danielle Margaret Louise Jones born 09/04/13   baptised 21/02/14                     

We commended into the Lord’s care

Patrick George Hinsley                died 11/02/14 funeral 04/03/14

Mavis Joan Mason   died 17/02/14 funeral 28/02/14

Mary Shore Todd(Pushy) Brewin               died 20/02/14 funeral 07/03/14

Stella Pile    died 03/03/14 funeral 13/03/14

Kathleen Allen                 died 05/03/14 funeral 19/03/13

Kathleen was for many years part of the life of St Peter’s, being part of the Savoy 

Court “community” and Jill Sellgren’s mother. Kathleen moved to the Malt House in 

Gillingham and celebrated her 100th  birthday there two years ago. I remember her for 

her great faith and humility as well as her great inner strength. She enjoyed a very long 

life! Our prayers are with Jill and Eric and the family.
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St. Mary’s,  Compton Abbas

Services in April

Sunday   6th April                      8.00am    Prayer Book Holy Communion

Sunday  20th April    EASTER DAY 11.00am  Family Festival Communion

Lent Lunch

Once again, there will be Lent Lunches in the Town Hall every Friday in 

Lent.  We shall be joining with Margaret Marsh and East and West 

Orchards to run the lunch on Friday 4th April.  If you would like to 
provide some soup, or help to serve it, please contact Gillian Cross 

(811263) as soon as possible.

You’re also welcome to come and enjoy the lunch – and make a donation 

to help the work of Christian Aid.

Our Annual Meeting

Our Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Tuesday 29th April at 7.00 

pm in the Church Hall.  This is the meeting when we elect churchward-

ens and other church officers for the coming year.  It’s also a chance 

to look back at everything that’s happened in the past year and to hear 

about what’s planned for the year ahead.

Come along to hear what’s going on and let us know how you think our 

church is doing – and what you think it should do next.  

Quiz Walk - with Tea!
Lots of exciting activities are being planned for the Team Together 

Weekend.  We shall be organising a walk from St Thomas Melbury 

Abbas to St Mary’s Compton Abbas – with quiz questions to answer on 

the way.  The walk will start from St Thomas Church at 2.30
pm on Saturday 10th May and will take about two hours. 

When we reach Compton, there will be tea in the Church Hall and cars 

to transport people back to Melbury.  But before you go, why not visit 

the church and follow our special trail to discover Twenty One Things 
You Might Not Know About St Mary’s . . . 
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St. Mary’s Motcombe

40:40:40 - THE CARBON FAST CHALLENGE St Mary’s PCC, and 
church members have signed up for this challenge during Lent which 

involves us looking at how we can cut our carbon emissions. We know 

some of the arguments about it being ‘just a drop in the ocean’ and 

making a minuscule impact, but I’m with Bishop Ed Condry who blogged 
‘This energy saving is complex...But you have to start somewhere. You 

have to do something.’  Bishop Ed is doing his job this Lent without using 

the car - this will involve him covering about 2000 miles. That’s commit-

ment. You may think the carbon saving he might make will be insignifi-

cant in the grand scheme of the universe, but scripture calls us as 

Christians to hope, to pray and to act, it encourages us to find joy in 

creation, to work for justice, and to recognise the earth and its re-

sources are ultimately owned by God.  It’s not too late to do your bit 

during the next few weeks and beyond. If you want ideas on how to cut 

carbon (and often save some money too) go to www.thecarbonfast.org or 
visit the Diocesan website and follow Bishop Ed’s blog.  Encourage one 

another with new ideas, or old ones shared.

Lent Carbon Fast Prayer
Most loving Creator God who has given us a world full of delights and 

wonders as we prepare with the grace of self-sacrifice and self disci-

pline for the great festival of Easter remind us how to treasure these 

gifts and to use them with care, so that all may equally share in the 

earth’s bounty and all creation may be restored to your image, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday 6th April, 2pm - 4.30pm
Open Garden at Tom and Brenda Crabbe’s, Tomenda, The Street, Mot-

combe - an afternoon of tranquility, tea and spring flowers in the 

Crabbe’s garden.  Raising money for St Mary’s Church, our grateful 

thanks go to Tom and Brenda.

                                                                                                    PTO
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Messy Church-Sunday 13th April, 3pm-5pm ‘Garden of Gethsemene and 
the Journey to Easter‘ at Motcombe Primary School Hall. There will be 

crafts, songs, stories and the afternoon finishes with a hot meal.  If you 

can come please e-mail Sarah sarah@hakey.org.uk or Eve 

evepegler@gmail.com (01747 851442 ), so we can have enough for all.

Alleluia, Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia!
Easter Services
Primary School Easter Service  Friday 4th April at 2.00pm in Church.

Maundy Thursday at the Cathedral. We have received an invitation to the 

Maundy Thursday service at Salisbury Cathedral on 17th April at 11am.  If 

you’d like to join others from our team going, please speak to Eve (851442) 

for more information.

Maundy Thursday at St Mary’s, Motcombe - join us at 8pm for the 
Eucharist of the Last Supper and stripping the altars. After the service 

there will be chance to stay and pray in response to Jesus’s request ‘Stay 

here and watch with me’.

Good Friday 2pm ‘The Final Hour’ Service of Reflection.
Easter Day Festival Communion 20th April 9.30am

Vestry Meeting to Elect Churchwardens and Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting - 27th April  after the morning service at about 10.45am.  At this 

meeting we review the life and work of the church in the previous year and 

look forward to the year ahead.  We vote in new members of the PCC and 

Deanery Synod.  If you would like to know more about these positions please 

speak to Phil Roberts 01747 851749, wpr01@btinternet.com 

‘The Gathering’ Our first ‘Gathering’ in February was appreciated and more 
were requested.  Our thanks to the planning team, especially the hospitality 

from the kitchen, and to all of you who took the risk, made a sacrifice and 

came together for something different.  Many who were there agreed that 

it gave us the chance to meet with God in a new way.  The next ‘Gathering’ 

will be on Sunday 18th May at 4pm, once again   seeking to offer a different 

way of worship as we explore contemporary ways for our culture today to 

engage with faith, life and God.  Starting at 4pm with coffee, tea and cake, 

there will be an opportunity to discuss, pray, contemplate and visit prayer 

stations around the building of the church.



Healing on the Streets The team begins offering prayer once 

again just outside the town hall on the streets of Shaftesbury 

from 19th April between 10.30am and 12noon.  If you are 

interested in joining this team which often involves simply 

listening to shoppers as they pass, or simply praying God’s 

blessing for them, speak to Eve (851442) or Clive (855375). 

Full training is given and the team meets for a refresher 

session on 2nd April at 7.30pm.
The Children’s Society is having its annual Street Collection in Shaftes-
bury the Saturday before Easter and itis short of collectors so if anyone 

feels they could do an hour  tell Chris Jones (01747 850791)

1st Sunday trial has begun.
Book of Common Prayer Communion  MARCH-JULY 2014

Responding to some requests from those who find 9.30am difficult to get 

to church, St Mary’s are trialling having their Book of Common Prayer 

service at 11am on the first Sunday of the month from March to July.  The 

March service was a blessing to many who came.  We would value your 

thoughts during this time to ensure, in the long term, we enable the service 

times to reflect the needs of as many as we can in the community. Your 

feedback will be welcome at any time, but we will be asking for your 

comments on this trial especially by the end of May. Please spread the word.

Team Weekend - See the Team Pages for more details of all that is going 
on over the weekend and please bring a plate of something savoury or sweet 

to share after the Team Service in St Mary’s, Motcombe on 11th May.

The recent storms caused some damage to trees in the churchyard and we 

have had to have some emergency work done on them and repairs to fences. 

If you would like to contribute financially to the upkeep of the churchyard 

please contact the church wardens Gill Waine (01747 851007) or Dennis 

Jenkinson (01747 855476).

From the Registers
Congratulations 

to Esme Wilson and Alasdair Moffett married this month at St Mary’s 
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WORD  SEARCH

©  BJP 2014

C I L O H T A C E T Y L O C A

H O R D A I N E V A N F O N T

A T N O N A C E C I V O N E T

R N A V I C A R W E P U Y V E

I O A B E D E A C O N T L A R

T I E I B N L L L C I E A E I

Y T R S L A T U I N N M Y H B

Y A E H E E S A A T S O H E K

G M R O O D T I H D A I O P C

O R E P N I T I C O N N L I O

L I S M O S Q U E G S U Y P S

O F I N I M A G E M E A N H S

X N M R Z K A R M A C A N A A

O O H T I A F R O N T A L N H

D C H U R C H W A R D E N Y A

LAY HOST ZION VICAR NOVICE FRONTAL EPIPHANY

NUN HYMN CANON BISHOP ORDAIN HASSOCK MISERERE

PEW ICON DOG-

MA

DEACON ACOLYTE HOSANNA ANNUNCIATION

SEE NAVE FAITH HEAVEN BIRETTA SABBATH CHRISTIANITY

FONT ROOD IMAGE LITANY CHARITY CATHOLIC CHURCHWARDEN

HOLY SECT KARMA MOSQUE CONVENT DOXOLOGY CONFIRMATION
With the letters left 

over it is possible to 

find : alleluia

 Q. What is a turbine?

 A.Something an Arab 

 or a Sheik wears on his 

  head.

 Q .Give the meaning 

 of the term 

“ Caesarean Section”.

 A.The Caesarian 

 is a district in Rome.
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The editor reserves the right to omit articles which are too long, and 

perhaps not suitable for Key Ring.   It is in the interest of the reader for 

the editor to improve material in some way if necessary. Articles will 

be edited at the editor’s discretion. 

The views  expressed  in 

this publication  are not

  necessarily those 

of the  editor.  

Letters to the Editor  and articles  are  

welcome, but should not exceed 200 words. 

Name and address must be supplied.  

Only Promotions and advertisements for events 

within the Shaftesbury Team will be accepted.

Copy for May 2014

must  reach the editor, Beryl Pike at: 

4 Melbury Way, Shaftesbury SP7 8SN

or email: keyring@stmin.org.uk

   NO LATER THAN MIDDAY

 Thursday 10th  APRIL

“Songs of Praise” in the Shaftesbury Team of Churches.
The first “Songs of Praise” service held in the Shaftesbury Team of 

Churches was held in Compton Abbas Church on September 7th 

2003.  Mark Zammit was the Rector at the time, and to help swell 
the congregation I, as the organist, suggested that we had a “Songs 

of Praise”.   It was an outstanding success, drawing in many from the 

other parishes in the team.  I made a list of about 20 popular hymns 

and gave willing participants the chance to chose their 8 favourites 

and then I counted up the numbers to arrive at the 8 most popular 
for the service.   

Since then it became a regular feature at Compton Abbas.  It also 

has become a popular service in some of the other churches in the 

team. Melbury, Motcombe and Margaret Marsh have had their 

“Songs of Praise”  services which have proved to be well liked. 
It was also an idea to try to bring the parishes in the team together. 

BJP 
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From-----------------------------Tel:-------
Address...................................Postcode.
..Please send........Tickets@£....... ..

 For Thursday 24/Friday 25/Saturday26(please delete as appropriate)

I enclose a cheque for £........made out to the Friends of St. John’s 

and a stamped addressed envelope.

A child from Belarus 

receiving her shoebox.

Rev. Clive Thomas, John Porter, Bishop Nichola, Rodney Atwood and Rev. Jan Crossley

Songs of Praise at St. Thomas, Melbury Abbas on March 2nd. 


