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Leader Article

THE LAST WORD

So this is it! My last article for Key Ring – which starts off a month of 

“lasts” – last Lighthouse, last services, last staff and ministry team meet-

ings…

So, first, can I thank all of you for 10 years of great fellowship, friendship 

and support. What a great place to live for 10 years and what a great team 

of people to be associated with. I will spend this month saying “thank you” 

to so many of you who have helped make this a wonderful period in our lives. 

We have loved Shaftesbury, its churches, its people, its schools – even its 

weather! But…

It was when the disciples were downhearted that Jesus was talking about 

leaving them (John 14-16) that he said to them …

“I will be with you only a little longer…”
Yes. You know that my last service will be a Team Service at St Peter’s at 

10.00am on Sunday July 27th. This will be followed by pre-dinner refresh-

ments when Jean and I will make our final goodbyes! Bring a hankie!

You might just catch a glimpse of us for a couple of weeks as we don’t 

actually move out of the Rectory until Wednesday August 13th. During that 

time we will be going between homes, sorting out what we really need!

“…and you know where I am going.”
Most of you know that we are moving to Ilfracombe – it’s where Jean’s 

mother was born and bred and has always been a holiday resort for the 

whole family.

We will wake each morning to a view of the sea and, on a good day, a sight 

of The Mumbles, and Swansea!

                                                                                         PTO                   
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There will be walking, swimming, surfing, kayaking, cycling, gardening – lots   

to do! And we are looking forward to spending time with our family - children             
and grandchildren. 

Being a vicar is not a “family friendly” occupation, so we hope to be able to 

give them more of our time.

Our address will be 

2 Marlborough Park

Ilfracombe

North Devon

EX34 8JB

“I have called you my friends…”
Do keep in contact – we’d love to hear the news (especially the good news!). 

We will confirm our email addresses later and there will always be a 

welcome if you are in the area or just fancy a visit! Just because we have 

moved on it doesn’t mean that we will forget you! You are our friends!

“Do not let your hearts be troubled…”
We know that leaving you with an “interregnum” or “vacancy” is not ideal. 

But we are confident that you are strong in your churches and strong as a 

team. You will be able to grow as a team in the period as you wait for a new 

Team Rector to be appointed and grow closer together. Wait on the Lord, 

for He is good! We shall keep praying for you and for the new appointment. 

We are confident that The Shaftesbury Team will attract good candidates 

and that you will, with the Lord’s help, select a really good Rector who will 

help you take the team on still further.

“I will not leave you orphaned.”
You have good leaders – clergy and lay - who will watch over you in the 

meantime. Do help and look after them as they will be more stretched as 

they try to take on what Jean and I have been doing. And keep abiding in 

God and allowing his Holy Spirit to abide in you.

“Love one another…” 
That’s the best way to make sure that this time of waiting is a positive time. 

“..that you may be one”
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“Peace we leave with you.”    We pray that the peace and blessing of God – 

his “Shalom” –  will be with you all. May the Father make you holy in the 

truth, protect you from the evil one and give you eternal life. We thank God 

for you all.    Clive and Jean

TEAM  NEWS
I do hope that I will see you at my farewell service, if not before. It’s at 

St Peter’s at 10.00am on Sunday 27th July. There will be no other services 

that day. For once, I really couldn’t think of anything to preach to you on 

that occasion, other than what I have already said many times over – (ie., 
keep believing in the gracious and awesome Father God, be passionate, 
confident proclaiming Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord and be open to the 
Holy Spirit’s power, prompting and guiding – keep growing in faith, in 
wisdom, in service, in holiness and in prayerfulness and maybe you will grow 
in numbers, too, so that the kingdom might be fully realised amongst you!) .
So, at this final service I have asked a great friend, Rev Maureen Allchin, 

to preach – to me, as well as to you! We first heard her preach in 1986 – 

quite unlike any sermon we had ever heard before! We supported Maureen 

as she trained as a deacon in the late 80s and when she was amongst the 

first women to be ordained priest in 1994. I was privileged to preach at her 

20th anniversary last in May. Maureen discerned first my calling to the 

stipendiary ministry and got us into leading our pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

in 2009 (she has visited there 60 times!). It will be a service for all and all 

ages!    After the service there will be  pre-lunch refreshments in the Town 

Hall and a chance to thank you all for making the last 10 years so special for 

Jean and me.      Clive

TEAM COUNCIL met on 11th June.  It was encouraging to hear of 

increased attendance across the team, with Motcombe needing to buy 

more chairs for festival services!

JOINT TEAM PCC MEETING WITH ARCHDEACON STEPHEN WAINE 

St Peter’s Church Tuesday 22nd July at 7.00pm. An invitation has gone 

out to PCC members, LLMs, LPAs, LWLs and all who might be involved in 

appointing our new Team Rector. This is your opportunity to hear from the 

Archdeacon  about the procedure, voice your opinions on the job description 

and person specification, and to ask questions. 

                                                                      PTO
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MINISTRY TEAM MEETING Sat 26th July 9.00am A short meeting 

to share our news of our various ministries – clergy, LLMs, LPAs and 
LWLs.

RECTORY CLEARANCE SALE!!! We are downsizing from a 6 bedroom 

rectory to a three bed semi, so have a few items left that we need to 

part with. If you would like to pick up a bargain – or know someone who 

does! – please get along to the Rectory on Saturday 2nd August between 

9am and 12noon. We’d appreciate our loved but un-needed items going 

to good homes! Clive and Jean

The Team Weekend concluded with a Team Service at St. Mary's 
Motcombe, which was taken by Bishop Graham.  As is customary 

whenever a Bishop is present, the collection is donated to the Diocesan 

Sudan Fund.  The amount raised on Sunday 11th May was £621.43.

Shaftesbury and Gillingham Show 

Wednesday 20th August - Church Tent.

It is our turn to run the church tent at the Shaftesbury and Gillingham 

Show this year.  It is such a great opportunity to meet and serve many 

people by providing a space for rest in a busy showground.  We serve 

tea, coffee, biscuits and simply a smile and listening ear.  Can you help 
set up, clear away?  Could you do an hour serving tea and coffee during 

the day?  If you can help in any way, please let Kirsty know on 

shaftesburyteam@btconnect.com  or ring 01747 853060.

Clive’s retirement is fast approaching!  After his last service with us, 

on Sunday 27th July there will be a Team farewell gathering in Shaft-

esbury Town Hall with finger food and wine/soft drinks provided.

This will give us the opportunity to present Clive and Jean with memen-

tos of their 10 years in Shaftesbury and to say goodbye.
All Team members are invited to contribute by giving their donations to 

either their Church Treasurer  or Team Treasurer - John Hunt, 5 

Heathfields Way, Shaftesbury, before Sunday 20th July.
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Glimpses of Heaven
Do we see heaven breaking into our lives every day? 

This year's retreat will look at aspects of heaven and how heaven is 

opened up for us. 

It will be a guided retreat with times of learning, reflection, silence, 

worship, creativity and prayer. 

The weekend costs  £133 and the last date for bookings is 22nd Au-

gust.  

For more details and application forms, please contact 
Gillian Cross, Wayside, Twyford, Shaftesbury, SP7 0JG 01747811263 

gillian@gilliancross.co.uk

Shaftesbury Team Retreat led by Rev. Dr Simon Chambers

26th-28th September 2014 at Abbey House, Glastonbury

LPA’s

2014 is proving to be an extraordinary year with so many changes and 

celebrations throughout recent months.  

In January, the clergy team and team council prepared for a ‘team weekend’ 

that ran from 9th -11th May.

In March the Revd. Nicholas Holton, (accompanied by Chaplain Malcolm 

Wilson), blessed the new kitchen and toilet at St. Thomas, Melbury Abbas.

In April the Streets Team gave rise to ‘Believing in the Power of Prayer’.  

When one considers the power of prayer, one is stirred in faith that healing 

will indeed be in God’s way and in His time.  I certainly acknowledge that 

divine truth whilst I go about comforting patients in hospital and at the 

local hospice.

The Team Service, (led by Bishop Graham at Motcombe) took place during 

the month of May, as well as a Team Service taking place at St. Peter’s 

Church in recognition of Ascension Day.   

We offer up our heartfelt appreciation and thanks to Clive for his avid 

dedication and steadfast leadership, leading us in prayer and for supporting 

so many individuals and specific ministries over the years.  Our love and 

prayers are sent to Clive and Jean for a very happy and healthy retirement 

in the West Country. 

Delia Johnson
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 St. Thomas’s,  Melbury Abbas
 

Thank you to all of those people in our congregation who have offered 

to do the Churchwarden’s duties on Sundays.  This is working really well 

and very much appreciated. 

Our Rogation Service was a great success this year, despite the cold 

weather.  We broke with our traditional custom of beating the bounds 

this year and held our service inside one of the barns at Manor Farm.  

Everyone was given a sunflower seed to grow and there will be a small 
prize for the largest one which we shall announce at our Harvest 

Festival in October.  Our thanks go to Nigel and Hannah Kay for their 

hospitality and the delicious glass of Pimms.  

We were delighted to have the Venerable Stephen Waine, our Archdea-

con, to preach and celebrate Holy Communion at our Trinity Sunday 

Service. 

Our Friday morning breakfasts continue and give a wonderful opportu-

nity to come and meet other people over a leisurely meal   The numbers 

are growing, but that isn’t a problem.  The more the merrier - all are 

welcome.  Our next breakfast is on Friday 11th July when breakfast will 

be served between 8.30am- 9.20am.  If you have time then why not stay 

to our Holy Communion Service which starts at 10am. 

Dates for your diaries

Patronal Festival -  Sunday 6th July 2014 at 9.30am 

As is our custom, this will be our gift day.  From 2.30pm-5pm you are all 

warmly invited to  come and enjoy a cream tea in the churchyard.  If 

wet, the cream teas will be in the church.  Please make a note in your 

diaries for this event. 

Vintage Rally 19th/20th July   We have been asked to take a service 

in the rally grounds on the Sunday at 11am, which will follow on from our 

9.30am service.  This is a wonderful opportunity for us to give witness 

to local people on that day, as well as to those who will come from far 

and wide.                                                                                   PTO
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Please make every effort to come to this service.  N.B.  There will be no 

refreshments after the 9.30am service.
Tuesday 22nd July  PCC members from across the team are invited to 

attend a meeting in St. Peter’s church at 7pm when the Archdeacon will tell 

us about what happens and what we need to do during the vacancy for a 

Team Rector.  As this is a team post, will PCC members make every effort 

to attend.  Thank you. 

Thursday 24th July PCC Meeting in the Church at 7pm.  If any members of 

our congregations wish for something to be added on the Agenda, please 

contact Robert Crichton a.s.a.p. 

Sunday 27th July  Team Service in St. Peter’s Church at 10.00am.  This will 

be Clive’s last service as we come together to say our ‘goodbyes’ and to 

praise God for Clive’s ministry and dedication to our team whilst living in 

Shaftesbury. 

Sunday, 10th August The Parish Outing 

This year we propose to visit St Mary’s Church, Wareham for their annual 
Flower Festival.
This Flower Festival is always a wonderful event with both lovely flower 

arrangements based on a specific theme and accompanied by stories or 

prose, some humorous but others often very poignant. The theme for 2014 

will mark 100 years since the start of The First World War. We will plan to 

leave early afternoon and there will be facilities for refreshments, followed 

probably by an evening service at the church.

Wednesday 20th August - The Gillingham and Shaftesbury Show.  

Please see Team News

St Thomas’s Church Preservation Society 

We are having our usual stall at the Gillingham and Shaftesbury Show on 

Wednesday 20th August and would be glad of any contributions of cakes, 

preserves, biscuits, sandwiches and other lunchtime snacks.  Instead of 

these, all donations of cash, towards the cost of hiring the stall, are most 

welcome.  Your contributions can be delivered to GREENLANDS HOUSE, 

FOOTS HILL, on 19th AUGUST by 4.30pm.  If you have a problem with 

delivery, please contact either Jess Crichton 853942, Juliet Bichard, 

851836, or Sue Breach 853152 and we can arrange collection. 
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St. John's Enmore Green

No Community Lunch in St. John’s in July  

Tuesday 15th July – St. James Brass and Palida 

A concert of Brass and Choral Music  7.30pm in St. John’s Church

Tickets: £7.00 reserved seats in the Nave:  

£6.00 unreserved in the West Gallery

Contact: Jo Churchill on 01747 850432 or 

jo.Churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk 

Friday 1st August    12 noon to 1.30pm

Community Lunch in the Church. All Welcome.

No need to book, just come along. 
A donation towards costs is appreciated.

Monday 4th August – The centenary of the start of World War 1 

St. John’s Church will be open from 7.30am to 4.30pm if people would 

like to come in for some quiet moments of reflection. 

Advance Information

Friday 12th September 

David Botterill returns for Your Desert Island Choices.

Make a note of the date.    

St. James’s, Shaftesbury
Re-Ordering

We are delighted that Kirsty Wells has agreed to be Co-ordinator for 
the Re-Ordering Project.  We shall need Fundraising for this extensive 

project so look out for details soon!

Secondhand Books and Surplus Fruit and Veg

We would be pleased to receive books in good condition for our box at 

the rear of the church.  Also surplus fruit and veg can be left in the 

porch.  Donations for these will be appreciated.  
                                                                                                 PTO
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Now available  Packs of four cards with a beautiful water colour 
painting of St James’s £2.50 a pack.  These are on the card rack at the 

back of the church.

Diary Dates

Saturday 12th July – 2.00pm – 5.00pm ‘Treasure Hunt’ on foot through 

St James’s and Shaftesbury; suitable for all ages and to finish off a 

delicious tea at St James Church.  Organisers – Julian & Sue Richards 

(Tel. 852883).

Sunday 13th July – Pilgrim Service at the earlier time of 6pm.  Please 

note that in future this service will be at 6pm and not 6.30pm. 

Sunday 20th July – St James’s Patronal Festival.  Service at 9.30am.  
Picnic lunch in the field at 12.30/1.00pm.  Sung Evensong with anthem 

6.30pm.

Friday 25th July 7.30pm – Feast day of St James the Apostle.  Talk – 

“Images of the Divine” with John Baldock; slides, Powerpoint and talk on 

the artists' approach to images of the divine. £7 to include glass of wine 

and nibbles.

Sunday August 10th – Pilgrim Service at 6pm.

Tuesday 12th August – 6pm to 8pm.  The  Friends 3rd Pimms Evening 
with light refreshments in St James’s Field.

Rob Chilver

All of us are sad to hear that Rob died during the night of 5th June after 

being admitted to Salisbury Hospital a week earlier.  Rob was a gentleman 

in every sense of the word - both courteous and kind in demeanour and a 

very conscientious ‘worker behind the scenes’, never advertising himself or 

his work, but being relied upon to do many kinds of things to enhance the 

beauty of the church and its surroundings.  He mowed the Garden of 

Remembrance in the churchyard, quietly constructed a beautiful Easter 

Garden in church each year for many years and was our ‘plantsman- in 

residence’ at more events than I can remember.  His faith was strong and 

extended to Christian help and support to those less fortunate, all without 

fuss but with a grin and sense of cheerfulness, which we shall all miss.  We 

extend our heart-felt sympathies to Ruth and his family, but rejoice at the 

happy memories he has left to us;  may he rest in peace.         PC
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News from Abbey CE VA Primary School.

Any visitor entering Abbey School will notice the stained glass window in 

the foyer designed by Patrick Riley which depicts three musicians repre-

senting God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit encircled by a ring of dancing 

children, each one unique and different.  Beneath it is the school ‘motto’ :

‘Being the best that we can be.

Living and Learning in tune with God’.

The school has identified four core values:

Creativity –following our Creator God.

Care – following Christ who modelled a life of loving forgiveness and service

Confidence – comforted, inspired and challenged by the Holy Spirit.

Community – committed to responding to Christ’s call to establish a commu-

nity of love, acceptance and justice.

As the school year draws to its close all these values have been evident in 

the daily life of the school. Creativity has abounded both in the class work 

but also in the wide variety of opportunities in which pupils could participate 

: a Brazilian drumming workshop, watching the ancient craft of hurdle- 

making, an orchestral day at Clayesmore and a Band Bonanza, the Summer 

productions of Years 4,5, and 6, to name a few. Caring relationships are a 

hallmark of the school and it is always a joy to watch Year 6 looking after 

Reception children as they attend monthly worship at St. James’s and the 

enthusiasm of the ‘Green Giants’ as they care for the environment. Aware-

ness of community has been fostered as pupils served wholesome muffins 

which they had made themselves at Mrs Well’s cookery club earlier in the 

week as part of the Shaftesbury Festival and invited the local community 

to a commemoration of the D Day landings with a moving service at which 

they sang songs from WW2. There have been many chances to participate 

in the smaller communities of sports teams such as cricket, tennis and 

rounders.  Pupils have gained confidence and been inspired to tackle new 

ventures as they experienced sailing at Portland, Year 5’s residential stay 

at Lulworth and Year 6’s residential stay on the Isle of Wight. As Year 6 

prepare to leave for their new schools we pray that these values travel with 

them and wish all Staff and pupils a creative and refreshing holiday.

J Fuller
                                                                                                 PTO
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IMAGES OF THE DIVI5E

A5  ILLUSTRATED TALK BY JOH5 BALDOCK

ST. JAMES’S  CHURCH,   SHAFTESBURY

7.30pm Friday 25th July

Tickets (including wine and nibbles in the interval)
Since prehistoric times art has provided an important medium through which to 

express our relationship with the world in which we live and the sense of wonder it 

has inspired in us.

The talk will be in two parts.

From Eden to Emmaus

The evolution of art from Paleolithic cave paintings to the present day offers a visual 

record of our changing perception of ourselves and our relationship with both the 

material and spiritual dimensions of the world in which we live.

I5TERVAL

A Sense of Wonder

“There is a sixth sense, the religious sense, the sense of wonder.” (D H Lawrence).  

This half of the talk explores the ways in which artists have responded to this ‘sense 

of wonder’ in their paintings of religious and secular subjects and in works depict-

ing episodes from the lives of the saints.

John Baldock taught art and art history for several years before taking up writing.  

His published books include The Elements of Christian Symbolism, The Alternative 

Gospel and Women in The Bible; he is also the author of  The Essence of Rumi, a 

book on the life and work of the 13th-century poet and mystic Jalaluddin Rumi. He 

has given numerous talks on spiritual topics to audiences in Europe and the USA, 

and in June 2013 he gave a talk on spirituality in Christian art at the St. James’s 

Festival.  He is currently leader of the Art Appreciation Group of the Shaftesbury & 

Gillingham U3A.    Tickets from Philippa Forest (01747 812365) or on the door.

  Tuesday 12th August 2014

ANNUAL PIMMS PARTY

6.00pm to 8.00pm
In St. James’s Field (next to Church)

The St. James’s Pimms Party has become a tradition - also a tradition that it 

doesn’t rain on that evening!  Come and join us for a glass of Pimms, the drink 

of the Summer.£7.00 will include your first drink and nibbles.  Non-alcoholic 
drinks available. Top ups at just £3.00

Tickets available from Jo Churchill, 6 Long Cross, Enmore Green, Shaftes-

bury, SP7 8QP 01747 850432 jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk or 
on Sundays from St. James’s Church.
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 St. Mary’s,  Compton Abbas

Services in July and August

Sunday    6th July and 3rd August    8.00 am    Prayer Book Holy Communion

Sunday    20th July and 17th August     11.00 am Holy Communion with hymns

 

Memories from the two World Wars

As the nation prepares to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the D-D landings 

and the centenary of the outbreak of the First World War, we learned, in our service 

on 1st June, that we have, in our own church, a poignant reminder of these two 

events.  In 1911, George Thomas Kay, his wife Fannie, from New Zealand, and 

their two children, seven-year-old Kathleen and three-year old George Alexander or 

“Alec” came to the rectory in Compton Abbas.  George Thomas Kay was rector of 

this parish at the outbreak of the Great War and stayed until 1915.  

His son Alec went to Oxford and was ordained a priest before being granted an 

emergency commission in the Royal Army Chaplain’s Department in 1940 and 

volunteering for airborne forces in 1943.  The Reverend Alec Kay was chaplain to 

the 8th Parachute Battalion which was dropped over Normandy on 6th June 1944 

tasked with destroying bridges over the Dives river.

Alec Kay was killed during the early stages of the Normandy campaign by machine 

gun fire while driving a jeep out to collect wounded personnel, in spite of the fact 

that it was marked with Red Crosses and flying a Red Cross flag.  He died aged 36, 

leaving a wife Janet, in Watermillock, Cumberland and is now buried in Ranville 

War Cemetery Normandy. The temporary white wooden cross from his grave sits 

in the vestry behind the organ.

In 1947, his parents paid to restore the organ that Beryl plays with such gusto and it 

bears a plaque to their son’s memory. There is also a memorial plaque at St. 

Bartholomew’s in Shapwick, where his father, the Reverend George Kay served 

during the war years.

Remembering this family, who served us and their country, we prayed for all the 

chaplains serving our armed forces and the clergy who tend to our parishes. 

Thank you

Thank you very much to Sue Ryan for letting us hold our Rogation Service in her 

orchard when we had to change the venue at short notice.  The orchard was a lovely 

setting and it was good to be able to see sheep in the fields and fruit trees flourishing 

all around us as we sang hymns and prayed for a good year for farmers.

Date for your diary - Harvest festival on Sunday 14th September

Come and share our harvest celebrations in September – and join us for refresh-

ments afterwards in the Church Hall.



The Orchards and Margaret Marsh 

COU5TRY SHOW 2nd AUGUST: A meeting has been arranged on Monday 

7th July at School House Farm. Please come along if you are helping in any way 

on the day. We will walk around the site so that everyone will know where stalls, 

teas, bbq, demonstrations etc .will be. It would also be a good opportunity to bring 

any donations of items for stalls or china smash etc. .Cakes for the stall and teas 

nearer the date please.   We look forward to seeing you at 7pm.

DORSET HISTORIC CHURCHES RIDE A5D STRIDE: This year the event 

will take place on Saturday 13th September. If you would like to cycle or stride 

please contact Annie Barnes, Nancy Roberts or Rita Stranger. Remember a 

percentage of monies raised is donated to your church of choice. Some of you may 

not realise that churches can apply for a grant from Dorset Historic Churches for 

necessary works to their parish church.

TAKE A BREAK FOR TEAM COFFEE A5D A CHAT: Philip and Dorothy 

Trowbridge have very kindly offered to be our hosts at Gore Farm, Margaret 

Marsh on Wednesday 16th July from 2.30pm to 3.30pm. Anyone is welcome, so 

do come along. All those who have previously attended our get togethers have 

enjoyed themselves so make it a date

MARGARET MARSH  - There will be no services in our church during July due 

to the electrical work being undertaken. 

A concert with Shreen Harmony and Music of Margaret Marsh, to be held in 

St Marys Church, Motcombe on July 17th at 7.30pm. For more information 

contact Veronica Devas Tel:01747 838464.

THE ORCHARDS

PLA5T SALE: Many thanks to Phil and Rita Stranger for hosting The Orchards 

plant sale on 24 May which raised £560 for church funds. Also, a big thank you 

to all who attended, donated items or helped in any other way to make the occasion 

such a success.

JUMBLE COLLECTIO5: Annie has arranged another jumble collection using 

the 'bag2school' scheme. The collection date is 24th November 2014. Bags will be 

available nearer the time although black bin liners can be used. Now is the time to 

start sorting your wardrobes.

SERVICES:    PLEASE 5OTE : A Team service will be held on June 29th in 

the Barn, 10am at the home of Ron and Audrey Trim. This service will 

replace the Team Service arranged for Melbury Abbas and the Barn Service 

at the end of August.  

From the Registers  

East Orchard Interment of ashes  1st June.  Margaret  Mamie Greenfield.

15
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St.  Peter’s Shaftesbury

FAMILY SERVICE Sunday 6th July 9.30am. 

This will be led by our youth group on the theme of “The Cross”. They 
would like you to bring with you a cross or crucifix, of any size – but 

one which  has a special meaning for you. 

It might be a hand-held cross, one you wear around your neck, a 

picture, a free standing cross – but something which is important to 

you. 
Don’t worry – you will get it back! Thank you. 

Jean, Nikki and Tim

PASTORAL LEADERS MEETING 

Sat 13th July 9.00am in St Peter’s

Jean and I will hand over our special flock to be shared out amongst 

the remaining pastoral leaders. 

KEY RING REPRESENTATIVE

We are delighted that Michael Pattison has offered to take over the 
role of Key Ring representative. 

Modern communication is so wonderful that, even though he lives in 

the US for half the year, he will still  be in contact to collect and 

collate all your news and ideas ready for, usually, the second Thurs-

day of the month.
But please do not leave it all to him – he will need you to give him the 

information! 

So advertise what you are about to do, celebrate what you have just 

done, review any books read or experiences enjoyed, anecdotes, 

spiritual experiences…etc. 
There is  always so much going on at St Peter’s that we should share 

with the town and the team! 

Clive
                                                                                                 PTO
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Jean’s Latest Israel Pilgrimage  
                                                            

As many of you will know, I have just returned from my 4th pilgrim-

age to the Holy Land. You may be thinking “why does she want to go 

again?”
My main task was to be the counter of people to make sure we didn’t 

lose anyone and to be a helper when and where I was needed. 

I love going on pilgrimage! 

To witness the hustle, rush and crowded Jerusalem and the peace 

and  tranquillity of the land surrounding the Sea of Galilee. 
Revisiting the famous sites is fantastic and I will always learn 

something new and gain new insights or experiences when I least 

expect it - but to walk where Jesus walked by Galilee with little 

change in the area is tremendously moving and inspirational. 

Key times for me on this pilgrimage were the pool of Bethesda and 
Caesarea Philippi where we renewed our baptism vows in the water 

of the River Jordan – wow! That’s the only way I can express how I 

felt.

To learn about the politics of the area, the effect and presence of 

the wall and the settlements, to see the extreme poverty and 
difficulty in which the people of Bethany are living, brings to life the 

stories we take for granted in the newspapers.

However, the greatest value of pilgrimage for me is travelling along-

side other pilgrims, learning about their stories of faith and life.

It brings home to me that, although we come from different back-
grounds, different styles of worship, different life experiences, we 

all share the love of Jesus Christ and the thirst to learn more. 

We had time to get to know each other and we gain so much from 

talking, crying and laughing together.

I have made lasting friendships on all the pilgrimages.
Will I go again? I hope so. 

Will you come with me? I pray so. 

Jean Thomas
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THE FRIENDS OF ST PETER’S:   

The ‘Friends’ held their AGM in St Peter’s Church on 4th June.   The 
Chairman, John Parker, welcomed the Rector and 17 members.

In his report John explained that the trustees meet regularly to decide 

on ways in which the ‘Friends’ can provide support to the PCC.  As a 

result, during the past year, St Peter’s Flower Arrangers had received 

financial help, a new dehumidifier had been purchased for the crypt and 

£500 had been contributed towards some repairs to the church roof.  

A number of other improvements to the lighting and furnishing of the 

church had been looked at, in consultation with the PCC.

Thanks were expressed to others who provide essential help:  Jenny 

Parker for making the recycled cards, together with Sarah Hunt, 
Bernard Thomas undertaking maintenance (often involving getting up on 

ladders) and Rachel Caldwell for doing the necessary admin work.   Tony 

Selwood resigned as a trustee in 2013, but still takes part in discussions.  

Other trustees include John Kitching and Jim Clarke;   Christine Mitch-

ell and Bernard Thomas were enlisted in the past year.  We hope this 

will provide a useful group, the aim of which is to support the PCC of St 

Peter’s in the conservation and preservation of our historic church 

building.  New members of ‘The Friends of St Peter’s’ are welcome.  

Please contact Rachel Caldwell: 01747 851872 or 

caldwell5bim@hotmail.com.  

IT’S YOUR MOVE! A small team of us will explore with Y6 children in 

the Primary School, before the end of term, what they are thinking and 

feeling as they transfer to the new Shaftesbury Academy. We give 

them a book with great thoughts and ideas, prepared by the Scripture 

Union and funded by the Shaftesbury Academy Foundation.  For most 

the transfer will be easy, but for some leaving the comfort of the 

primary school where they are big fish in a small pool, suddenly becomes 

very different when they are the smallest, don’t know their way around, 

are meeting new teachers and trying to make new friends. We pray this 
small activity will help them step up with confidence, knowing that the 

Lord is with them.
                                                                                                      PTO
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OUR CHURCH SCHOOLS!  LIGHTHOUSE 

As we come to the end of another term we still have around 30 

regular Lighthouse members. 
We have had a large Year 6 group, which has enjoyed beadwork, 

making decorated boxes and art with Elizabeth Selwood. 

This group leaves to transfer to the secondary school at the end of 

term. We shall miss them as they have given a great lead to our 

younger children. 
Over the last term we have been through the alphabet, finding words 

beginning with each letter which are to do with Jesus – quite amazing 

what they come up with – invariably something I haven’t thought of! 

This is such an important part of our witness and outreach that we 

ask St Peter’s to find one or two more people that can join the team 
of Lighthouse Keepers and ensure the name of Jesus is kept alive in 

this after school activity!

Clive and Jean

SHAFTESBURY ACADEMY 

Shaftesbury School – the old “upper school” - became Shaftesbury 

Academy on 1st June. 

Probably few will notice any difference at first – lessons, teachers, 

timetables, homework will be the same! But it is no longer a school 

run from Dorset CC.
It is the first school in what will be a multi-school academy trust 

which will be able to have both church and community schools as 

partners. It is still a Church of England School.  

I am no longer a governor – for obvious reasons! But Tim Hall has 

taken my place and Howard Parfitt – whose son Rhys is a member of 
our Youth Group and who is the Chair of Governors at our primary 

school – is the other church representative. These are Diocese 

appointments as it is the diocese that oversees the church school 

trusts. 
Clive
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READING CLUB 

This has nurtured a love of reading with some of the younger school 
children. We thank the dedicated team that has been with them 

through the year. One of the great spin-offs has been the relationship 

built up with parents when they collect their children. Reading Club will 

continue next term – would you like to join this happy team?

Jean and Clive

MOTHER’S UNION Our next meeting will be a garden meeting at 

the home of Mary Seymour, Melbury Cottage, 5 Love Lane. 
There will be no meeting in August. 

This month we say goodbye to Betty Munns, who leaves Shaftesbury 

to live nearer her family in the Fleet area of Hampshire. 

Her warm hearted welcome and smile will be missed around our town.  

Mary Seymour (854414) and Audrey Stanley (850720)

THROUGH CHANGING SCENES 

We were treated to an evening of looking back into the history of 

Shaftesbury and St Peter’s – back to the Celtic times through to the 
modern day. 

The research and script was done by Kate Harrison,  with help from 

Elizabeth Selwood, and followed an idea picked up from Kate’s 

previous parish. 

All who attended are now well able to give a guided tour to any 
visitors! Greg and choir added musical punctuation varying from 

plainsong to folk song, the sublime to the Dorset equivalent of the 

“Cor blimey”! 

Tony Selwood and Jess Sims held the evening together – narrating 

with all the skills of the very best TV presenters.
In all £557 was raised for St Peter’s and the Friends of St Peter’s. 

Thank you, Kate, for a memorable evening!

                                                                                                  PTO
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FROM THE REGISTERS

We baptised

Lee Junior William Loveland        born 29/06/13  baptised 1st June 

It was a delight to welcome all the family, especially Lee’s great grand-

dad Derek Brown and great-granny, Wendy. 

Dylan Thomas Simon Cridge        born 12/03/14  baptised 29/06/14

Please pray for them all that they may know God’s blessing.

We commended into God’s care

Diana Muriel Bartlett         died 03/06/05 funeral 19/06/05

Di has been a faithful worshipper in St Peter’s since moving here with 
her husband who was working at Wincombe Park soon after the war. She 

was for a long time a volunteer at the Oxfam Shop and a great friend to 

many. She will be greatly missed in St Peter’s.

William (Bill) Henry John Birdseye died 06/06/14  funeral 24/06/14

A Sunday School teacher had been telling

 the story of the Prodigal Son to her class.  

She carefully explained the younger son’s sorrow 
and repentance after his wrongdoing, 

and his return home.  

She also explained the father’s joy at welcoming back
 his lost son and his preparation of a celebration meal.

“But there was someone for whom that feast 

brought only bitterness and resentment,” 
said the teacher. 

 “Do you know who it was?”

“Yes ,miss” said one eager boy.
  “It was the fatted calf!”  

                                                                            Anon
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St. Mary’s Motcombe

(Not Quite) The Last Night of the Proms - in Motcombe - Saturday 
12th July, 7.30pm in St Mary’s Church.  An excellent evening of music 

and song, fundraising for Breakthrough Breast Cancer and for the 

provision of a new path from the school to the church.  Come and enjoy 

yourselves and bring a friend or two.  Entry is free with a retiring 

collection at the end.

Shreen Harmony - Is a community choir who perform for charities at 

local venues singing tunes from around the world in various languages. 

They are putting on a concert to raise funds for Margaret Marsh 

electric and heating work on Thursday 17th July, 7.30pm in St Mary’s 
Church, Motcombe.  Come along and enjoy this excellent local choir and 

between sets, there will be music provided by local musicians. Donations 

at the door and for more information please contact Veronica Devras on 

01747 838464.

Messy Church - Journeys - Sunday 20th July 3pm - 5pm in Motcombe 

Primary  School Hall.  Messy Church is an informal way of being and doing 

church and you are very welcome whatever your age, from the youngest 

to the eldest and all in between.  There will be crafts, songs, stories  

and we finish with a BBQ together, weather permitting.  If you are able 
to come please e-mail Sarah Berry sarah@hakey.org.uk or 

evepegler@gmail.com so we have enough for all.

Team Service - Sunday 27th July followed by a shared lunch to say 

farewell to Clive and Jean Thomas at St Peter’s Church, Shaftesbury.  

Come along to give thanks to God for their ministry to the team in 

their time with us.

Shaftesbury Team Retreat 

See Inside back cover and Team News 
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Local Pilgrimage Walk around Stour Vale - Thursday 31st July.  

Following on from last year's enjoyable walk around the Shaftesbury 

Team, this year the Shaftesbury Team, Stourvale Team and Gillingham 

and Milton on Stour Benefice are planning to walk around the Stour Vale 

Parishes. Starting at 10.15am with communion, come along and join a walk 

around the beautiful Stour Vale.  More details to follow soon, look out 

for posters in your church.

Songs of Praise beginning with tea and cake - Sunday 17th August. On 

this day we celebrate our Patronal Festival, tea begins at 4pm followed 
by a service of some of your favourite hymns and songs at 5pm.  If you’d 

like to make a request for a hymn or song for Songs of Praise let Eve 

Pegler know on 01747 851442 or evepegler@gmail.com or pop a note 

through the Vicarage door.

DO YOU LIKE WALKING OR CYCLING?

If you like walking or cycling and love the beautiful Dorset countryside, 

why not enjoy a family walk or cycle to some of the lovely churches in 

Dorset?  On Saturday 13th September, most of the churches in Dorset 

are open and would welcome a visit as part of the Dorset Historic 
Churches Trust sponsored “Ride and Stride”.  By combining an enjoyable 

family or individual walk/ride with collecting a small amount of sponsor-

ship, you could help raise funds for St Mary’s Motcombe church im-

provements.  All the money raised goes to the Trust who then return 

half to each church for their own use; the Trust then allocates the 

remainder to larger projects and we have benefited in Motcombe from 

these large grants.  Discuss routes, details and sign up with Simon 

Hutchinson on 01747 854290.

Dates for your Diary   Pet Service - Come along to St Mary’s Church on 
7th September at 3pm and bring your pets - either ones from home or 

the ones you’ve made at Messy Church or over the summer, (on leads, in 

cages, or, if it is a bit tricky, bring their picture with you) for a short 

service in St Mary’s Church or Churchyard where we praise the Lord for 

our animals and give thanks to him for his creation.  After the service 

there will be tea and cake.



!CHANGE OF DATE! Celebrating 20 years of shared ministry of women 
and men priests.  A Service of Evensong on Sunday 16th November at 

4.30pm in Salisbury Cathedral followed by drinks in the Cloisters. 

Everyone who wants to celebrate this 20th anniversary is welcome to 
come to both the service and the party afterwards. 

Monuments in the Churchyard . Monuments in the churchyard have been 

inspected in the past few weeks and several older tombstones in the 

churchyard were found to be unsafe and have had to be laid down, so 

please don’t be alarmed that anything untoward has happened if you see 

a gravestone laid flat.

Prayer Meeting Tuesday 8th July and Tuesday 5th August at 2pm  at 

Half Moon House, The Street, Motcombe.  All are welcome!

Holy Communion at the Grange - 16th July and 20th August.

From the Registers

We commend to God’s care and keeping those who have died, especially 

Alec Baxter, and we pray for those who mourn the loss of loved ones.

 
     Friends

 Let us keep our hearts wide open to the 

blessings life might send, and remember

 friendship comes to those who really are a friend.

                                                                 Anon

School Howler

The greatest writer of the Renaissance 

was William Shakespeare. 

 He was born in the year 1564, supposedly on his birthday.  

He never made much money 

and is famous only because of his plays. 

 He wrote tragedies, comedies, and hysterctomies, 

all in Islamic pentameter. 

 Romeo and Juliet are an example of a heroic couplet.  

Romeo’s last wish was to be laid by Juliet.

24
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WORD  SEARCH

©  BJP 2014

W H I S T L E R A U K S L D R

O Q A H C T A H T U N E R R E

O D U W W A C A M O A I R A H

D E O A K K U A C T B Z A Z S

P N T D I P E L H S E O V Z I

E I E R K L A E O L L P E U F

C R C A I F R R A L O I N B G

K G O K T H E G E L U L K E N

E E V E E S N N N I S O R S I

R R A A O I I C E I E T O U K

N E D N T H M A N H L E T O K

E P I H C G O O S E R R S R I

H H G N S S A K C A J O A G W

R I U T O M E L L I U G O T I

N P P A R R O T T F I W S M S

AUK KIWI QUAIL GROUSE STARLING WOODPECKER

HEN SKUA STORK PARROT WHISTLER LEATHERHEAD

MOA DRAKE SWIFT BUZZARD ZOPILOTE NIGHTINGALE

DODO GOOSE RAVEN JACKASS GUILLEMOT PUNCHINELLO

HAWK MACAW AVOCET MOORHEN PEREGRINE RHINOSCEROSBIRD

KITE OUSEL FALCON NUTHATCH KINGFISHER

Anybody For a Game of Chess?

Contact Graham

01747 853486

Remember, everyone
 seems normal until you get 

to know them.

Low Self Esteem

Support Group will meet 

Thursday at 7pm.
Please use the back door.

With the letters

 left over it is 

possible 

 to find : 

PELICAN



     26

The editor reserves the right to omit articles which are too long, and 

perhaps not suitable for Key Ring.   It is in the interest of the reader for 

the editor to improve material in some way if necessary. Articles will 

be edited at the editor’s discretion. 

The views  expressed  in 

this publication  are not

  necessarily those 

of the  editor.  

Letters to the Editor  and articles  are  

welcome, but should not exceed 200 words. 
Name and address must be supplied.  

Only Promotions and advertisements for events 

within the Shaftesbury Team will be accepted.

Copy for September 2014

must  reach the editor, Beryl Pike at: 

4 Melbury Way, Shaftesbury SP7 8SN

or email: keyring@stmin.org.uk

   NO LATER THAN MIDDAY

 Thursday 14th August
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The Villages Country Show
Supporting The Fortuneswell Cancer Trust 

and the Parishes of The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

Saturday 2nd August 2014

A great day out for all the family

School House Farm. West Orchard

Opening at 11.am

Trailer rides from 10.30am

Tractors on show and demonstrations.

Lawnmower racing, Terrier races, Farming Skills.

Grand Draw S/C Weekend break in Lyme Regis, 

£100, plus numerous other quality prizes

HOG ROAST - TEAS -  ICECREAMS - CANDYFLOSS

CAKES - PLANTS - TOMBOLA - 

BOOKS/WHITE ELEPHANT -TOYS -BOTTLE STALL - 

BRIC -A-BRAC

Skittles - china smash - craft stalls - Family day out raffle

MAGICIAN - LADDER GAME - KIDDIES CORNER - 

COMPETITIONS - FACE PAINTING-LUCK DIP

Music from 7pm Loose Connections & May Contain Rock

For more information please contact Jan Foot (01258 472567)  

or Rita Stranger (01258 472331)


