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Leader Article
hus says the Lord, your Redeemer,
The Holy One, the Creator, your King.
Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the waters...
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
Words from Isaiah 43, read at the Team Service in July as we said farewell 

to Clive and Jean.

And many of us could answer, yes, we did perceive it, we’ve been preparing 

for some years. We all expected it to be different from the end of July, 

we had made a journey and were ready to embrace the change, move 

forward giving thanks for their ministry and preparing to see what new 

things the Lord would be leading us into...

It has been said God is a God of surprises and what Jerome and I were less 

prepared for, and perhaps you too, was another move in the team - ours!

Four years in the Shaftesbury Team Ministry, with growth all around in 

friendships, faith, discipleship, partnership, numbers and much more; still 

so much potential and possibilities to explore and people to get to know, it 

seemed a little crazy to consider that God might be calling us to move to a 

new post in a new place, but it became clear to us that something was afoot 

and once again we were being called to obedience, to offer ourselves not 

quite knowing what was ahead.

It was with mixed emotions that we announced at the end of June that I 

had accepted a Pioneer Minister Post in Gillingham.  Mixed, because we 

deeply love the people throughout the team, both church and community, 

and yet knowing, if we were following God’s call, then there is nothing more 

satisfying and exciting - if daunting- than walking in His way.  The truth is, 

that the response of so many throughout the team of love and affirmation 

has been a large part of the confirmation that we have done the right thing

                                                                                                          PTO
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And, in this response we have seen a maturity of faith and depth of love and 

understanding that demonstrates God’s Spirit at work. We are so grateful 

for that, as we know in human terms that it seems like lousy timing!  We are 

learning to trust in God’s provision, have faith that his timing is perfect, not 

only for us, for the community in Gillingham, but also for this team. 

Many of us were inspired by Maureen Alchins sermon on July 27th and I 

make no apologies for shamelessly quoting her (the whole sermon can be 

read on 

http://stmin.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Luke_5_29_Clive  

Thomas_leaving_sermon.pdf )

Maureen reminded us that in all the changes, whether they are expected, 

exciting, anxiety producing or work inducing, Jesus is in them and his work 

is always one of resurrection, renewal, restoration. This may come with 

challenges, but we can embrace them with faith, confidence and excitement 

because it is Jesus - our Lord and our King, who says ‘Behold, I am making 

all things new’. (Revelation 21.5)

What are the new things that God is doing in your life? Can you perceive it?  

Where is God asking you to review and renew your commitment to him?

What journey towards him will the team make in the vacancy and in the 

years to come?  We await with expectation and excitement because of his 

faithfulness.  

Many of you have asked, “What will you actually be doing in your new post?”.  

In many ways I still don’t have a definite answer for you.  We could share 

many of our own thoughts and possibilities, but, firstly, our task will be to 

pray and listen; to learn from the new community that we live among; to love 

and cherish those who are there; to explore what it means to journey along 

unexpected routes, which might not be the easiest or quickest; and to share 

practical expressions of God’s love where we can, always pointing to a God 

who loves us beyond our wildest imagining. 

New ways of being church may develop, some might flourish, others won’t 

and still others develop into something very different from what we expect 

- all part of God’s creative process.

We may not be sure what the future holds and perhaps, neither are you.
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We may feel apprehensive, but Maureen reminded us of the 

Minnie Haskins poem quoted by King George VI in 1939. 
‘I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year, "Give me a light that 

I may tread safely into the unknown." 

And he replied, "Go out into the darkness, and put your hand into the hand 

of God. That shall be to you better than light, and safer than a known way." 

...   ‘So I went forth, and finding the hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 

He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone east. So 

heart be still!’        Eve

TEAM  NEWS
The Collection at the Margaret Marsh Team Service on Sunday 29th June 

in aid of the Diocese Ordinands fund was £300.05.

Clive’s departure service at St. Peter’s (which overflowed into the Town 

Hall) raised a collection of £779.80, of which regrettably only £82 was Gift 

Aided.   This means that tax amounting £20.50 can be added to the amount 

collected. It was Clive’s wish that this £800 be donated to the appeal by 

Oxfam for providing fresh water to the  people of Gaza.

Thank you to all those who contributed to Clive and Jean’s final weekend in 

the Team - they are now settling in Ilfracombe.

Team Office opening hours have changed to 9am - 12 noon Monday to Friday 

(Wednesday  10am - 12 noon due to staff meetings).

Team Service August 31st -  10am at St. Thomas, Melbury Abbas.  We will 

welcome Rev. Mary Ridgewell to preach.  Access to St. Thomas is via A350, 

turning left into West Lane, just before the brow of the hill after the 

speed limit sign.  Turn right into Quarry Lane.  Please follow the signs for 

parking. 

Rev. Eve and Jerome announced that they are leaving to take up a Pioneer 

Post in Gillingham.  Their last service will be on 28th September at 6.00pm 

at St. Mary’s Motcombe.  This will be the main service in the Team on the 

28th.  Please do come and make this a joyful send off.   If you would like to 
be part of a Team Choir to lead our musical worship, look out in the weekly notices 
for a rehearsal date, or let Eve know on evepegler@gmail.com.

The next Team Council Meeting is Wednesday 8th October at 7.30pm in 

St. Mary’s Church, Motcombe.                                                           PTO 
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TEAM NEWS continued

Service Pattern.  Due to the added pressures during the dual vacancy, there 
will be some temporary changes to the service pattern. Unfortunately, we are 

unable to continue with 11.30am services in the short term.  As it has worked 

out we have a Team Service every month, some for special occasions including 
the Service of Healing and Wholeness at St Peter’s on 26th October at 

10.00am.

Communion by extension.  Rev. Simon has written a letter explaining that 

communion by extension will not be added to the service rota and will only be 

used in exceptional and unforseen circumatances.  If you would like a copy of 
the letter please contact the Team Office (Tel: 853060) or speak to Simon.

NEW TEAM RECTOR.  After a successful and well attended meeting with the 
Archdeacon on 22nd July it was announced that the process for appointing a 

new Team Rector will be moved forward.  PCCs and the Profile  Committee have 

been busy over the summer, meeting and putting a draft profile ready for 
advertising the post on 17th and 24th October.  Shortlisting will take place on 

18th November with interviews on 27th/28th November.  Hopefully, a new 

Team Rector will be able to start in Spring 2015 but this may be later due to 
family circumstances.  The appointment process for a new Team Vicar may 

begin once the new Team Rector is settled in post. 

LIGHTHOUSE

Lighthouse is a weekly after-school Christian club for children at Shaftesbury 
Primary School (5-11 year olds). Clive and Jean were both very committed to 

Lighthouse and, with a small number of “lighthouse keepers”, made sure that it 

thrived and grew so that last term we had over 40 children on the books and 
more on a waiting list. Attendance  was thirty or more each week.

The Wednesday session starts at 3.15pm with a drink and a biscuit, a Bible 

story/teaching and singing followed by craft, games and fun. It is rounded off 
with a time of prayer and ends at 4.30pm. We start back on 10th September.

During the vacancy the “keepers” are keen to keep it going but we need a few 

more helpers. Could you help, even if  just two or three times a term? Some of 
the children need a lot of help with some activities so the more helpers we 

have, the greater the benefit for the children. It is less demanding for the 

helpers too. Please consider getting involved in this very rewarding work. If you 
would like to know more about it or would like to volunteer, please contact Gill 

Hunt (01747 853707) or Elizabeth Preston (01747 850654).
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TEAM NEWS  continued

Mothers’ Union

On 29th July five Mothers’ Union members attended a meeting at Guy’s 

Marsh Prison, where every Friday, with other members from the Deanery 

we serve drinks and biscuits in the visitor centre.

Together with other Deanery members and some from the Diocesan Office, 

we met the M.U. Worldwide President, Lynne Tembey, in the Jail House 

Cafe, a really nice place to meet, and we explained how we aim to help the 

visitors. During the morning Mary Seymour was presented with certificates 

for her 63 years of devoted work for the Mothers’ Union. 

LPAs

As I write this we have just said Goodbye to Clive and Jean and I think it 

can  safely be said that they had a good send off.  This was thanks to a lot 

of people who worked really hard to make their leaving supper and last 

Service so full of meaning and love for them.

We now enter into a period of interregna and I am sure we will all work 

together to keep values that meant so much to Clive and Jean alive and 

kicking.  This will mean that, when we have a new Priest, he or she will find 

a Church that keeps our young people involved (they are of course the 

future of the Church)  and he/she will be able to see how we each, in our 

own way, try to take the love of Jesus out and beyond the walls of the 

Church to those who are in need.  He will also see how we work with other 

Churches and in Churches together and with Healing on the Streets.

So now we hope and pray that the right person will come to us - bringing  

his or her own talents and gifts to share with us.

May God bless us all at this time - that it might be a time of growth and full 

of hope for the future.

God Bless  - Anne D

LPAs Quiet Day at Hillfield Friary 10am - 4pm on Tuesday 9th Septem-

ber.  All welcome.  For further details speak to Kirsty in the team office.

 In the launderette

Automatic Washing Machines:  

Please remove all your clothes when the light goes out. 
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A voice from beyond! from Jean and Clive
We are sitting in our home in Ilfracombe. The sun is shining. The sky is blue.  

The sea is calm – and so are we!

I am writing this on my laptop sitting at the new dining table and chairs that 

we have bought with the generous gift from St Peter’s Church. Thank you, 

St Peter’s!  In the garden is our new patio table and chairs bought with the 

gift from the Shaftesbury Team. Thank you! I’ll be sitting there this 

afternoon soaking up the sun while Jean  potters about with her tubs! Thank 

you all for your generosity. Your kindness has been overwhelming. Whenever 

we relax - or eat - indoors or out, we cannot but think of you all!

At the moment retirement seems like an extended holiday. We really are 

getting used to being “busy doing nothing, working the whole day through, 

trying to find lots of things not to do!” We haven’t got used to it yet, but 

we are enjoying it!

We’d like to thank all who made our “farewell” so memorable, those who 

organised refreshments and entertainment, those who took part in our final 

service, those who wined and dined us…we could not have had a more 

exciting and joyful send off.

And we’d like to thank you all for 10 wonderful years together. We really 

have loved our time in Shaftesbury and made so many friends. We know that 

the Shaftesbury Team is a great team, in a beautiful part of God’s world, 

growing the kingdom and proclaiming the gospel with confidence. We pray 

that the Lord will send someone to build on all that and take you further in 

your corporate journey of faith. We have faith and trust in the Lord – and 

in you, whom we have left behind. 

To the children and young people in Sunday School, Youth Group, family 

services  and the primary school, we send our thanks for giving both of us 

such joy and delight and for bringing new life into our worshipping lives. 

Keep the faith. The church needs you.

Thanks for those of you who are taking over the various bits we can no 

longer do. 

We pray for you all daily and will always remember you, your faith and your 

kindness, as we start to find out what the Lord has in store for us.

Keep in contact and let us know the good news.

Thank you all – and God bless you.

Clive and Jean



St. John's Enmore Green

Friday 5th September  12noon to 1.30pm

Community Lunch in the Church. All Welcome. 
No need to book – a donation towards costs appreciated. 
Friday 12th September – Desert Island Discs with David Botterill

7.00pm in the Church Hall (top of Church Hill)
Whatever music you would like to hear, David will resource, record and play on 
the night.  To make a booking please phone 01747 850432 to reserve your place 
and to give your choice of music (Archive music a speciality)  Ploughman’s plate: 
£5.00
Sunday 21st September – Harvest Service 11.15am All Welcome.
DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

Friday 3rd October  – Harvest Supper in the Church.

All welcome  7.00pm. 
£6.00 Please phone Elizabeth Preston on 01747 850654 or Jo Churchill on 
01747 850432 to reserve a place.

     St. James’s, Shaftesbury
Images of the Divine.   John Baldock gave an illustrated talk on Friday 1st 
August, which took us on a lightning tour of the development of art from cave 
painting to the present day.  It was a fascinating and thought- provoking gallop. 
The mystery of the divine cannot be tied down by either visual symbols or 
words.  All we can expect, as we make our journey of faith, is to catch glimpses, 
flashes that deepen our understanding, and that is exactly what John gave us.  
Each of us, I suspect, will have gone home with different aspects of his talk to 
take away and ponder. 

Pimm’s Party.  The Friends of St James’s held a Pimm’s Party on the evening 
of 12th August, which was enjoyed by over 50 people. The original plan of 
sipping Pimm’s overlooking the Blackmore Vale, glorious in the evening sunshine, 
was modified on learning the weather forecast, so the back of the church was 
transformed into a sheltered party venue complete with bar, delicious refresh-
ments and a friendly and chatty atmosphere.
The committee thanks all those who supported them and we all look forward to 
another party in the not too distant future.                                         PTO
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Reflective Service of Remembrance.  A very moving and poignant hour was 
spent in the church on Monday morning 4th August remembering with readings 
and poetry, the men who gave their lives in World War I, also the million horses 
who died.

Treasure Hunt. Several families braved the stiflingly hot weather on Saturday 
12th July to take part in a Treasure Hunt around St James’s and the Town, 
which was kindly organised by Sue and Julian Richards.  Everyone was grateful 
for the scrumptious afternoon tea in the church afterwards, when the children 
enjoyed playing Hide & Seek around the church and churchyard.

St James’s Patronal Festival -  Another really hot day saw a number of us 
enjoying a Bring & Share lunch in the field.  A wonderful variety of dishes, good 
company and beautiful weather made for a very pleasurable time.   

The War Memorial.  This has now been refurbished and looks very smart.  We 
look forward to using it on Remembrance Sunday which, this year, is on Sunday 
9th November.

Pilgrim Service.  Led by Mary Ridgewell, another successful service was held 
on Sunday 10th August with the theme 'Map and Landscape'.   The following 
poem from 'Lord of the Rings' (by J.R.R. Tolkein) was the theme of Mary's talk.

The Road goes on and on
Down from the door where it began.
Now far ahead the Road has gone,
And I must follow, if I can,
Pursuing it with weary feet,
Until it joins some larger way,
Where many paths and errands meet
And whither then?  I cannot say.,
The Pilgrim service is a lively and informal service exploring our pilgrim journey 
through this life in  a different and thought-provoking way.  Music and songs in 
the Celtic style and a talk which speaks to each of us, wherever we are, is 
followed by refreshments and fellowship afterwards.  Do feel free to join us.

Reminder – There are packs of 4 water colour cards of St James’s Church for 
sale at the back of the church, priced at £2.50.
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Dates for Your Diary

Saturday 13th September - Dorset Historic Churches Trust 'Ride & Stride' - 
anyone willing to ride or stride for our churches in the Team or man the church 
with refreshments for those puffing up or skidding down the hill?  We will be 
asking DHCT for grant aid during our Re-Ordering so it will be necessary to 

show we are supporting the organisation.
Sunday 14th September – Pilgrim Service at 6pm in church. 
Sunday 21st September - Battle of Britain Day, also International Day of 
Prayer for Peace.  There will be a Choral Recital in the church followed by Tea, 
then Evensong at 6.30pm.  Information from Chris Mahon Tel. 825986.
Our Harvest Thanksgiving 19th October will be a bring and share lunch in 
church 12.30-2.0pm.  All welcome. We will be launching our Christmas Draw 
raffle tickets for sale through the Autumn and this will be drawn after the 
Carol Service on Monday 7th December 22nd at 7.00pm.  

Abbey School

September marks the beginning of the new school year. We still have wonderful 

memories of the end of the Summer term and the farewells to Year 6 at Abbey and 

at the very moving service at which they received their awards and were presented 

with a Bible, and one pupil with a Koran. It was amazing to hear of their hopes and 

ambitions for their futures and to watch a presentation of their memories of their 

time at Abbey School. Rev. Simon Chambers encouraged them to hold fast to the 

core values they had learned at Abbey. Their achievements amply showed that they 

had indeed absorbed those values of creativity, care for others, confidence and a 

commitment to establishing a community where love and justice prevails. We send 

them good wishes as they start at their new schools.

Now with a new school year ahead we look forward to seeing old friends and 

welcoming new pupils to Reception when school starts on Wednesday 3rd Septem-

ber. Prayer Partners  are organising coffee and informal services at St. James’s 

one at 9.00am and one at 1.00 pm for parents, grandparents and carers of all new 

Reception children. It will be an opportunity to mark and celebrate this significant 

milestone in their lives and a chance to chat and share experiences.

On Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd,  Staff will be busy with ‘In Service Training’. 

Governors will be providing Staff with a buffet lunch in St. James’s Church at 

12.30pm. on Monday 1st. On Friday 5th September Prayer Partners will be taking 

Yummy Cake into school for Staff. Our first full school worship in Church will be on 
Wednesday 10th September at the new time of 2pm.  We send our prayers and 

thanks to Janet Wilson who is taking on the role of Foundation Governor for St. 

James’s Church.
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh 

Revd Eve Pegler
Eve will be leaving us to take up a new post at the end of September. We will all 
be sad that she is leaving us, but wish her and Jerome a fulfilling and faith 
-filled future. Eve and Jerome have brought such enthusiasm to our parish their 
energy and faith have helped us to achieve what once seemed impossible. Eve is 
leaving us a stronger and more committed community, willing to be more 
adventurous in our worship and with a growing love for the Lord. Thank you both, 

our prayers will be with you always. 

The Country Show on 2nd August, raising funds for The Fortuneswell Trust 

and our Local Churches, at the home of Colin and Jan Foot was a great success. 
After a rainy start the clouds cleared and the crowds arrived enjoying trailer 
rides, demonstrations, sideshows, competitions and stalls, The hog roast and 
teas were busy the whole day. During the evening two bands entertained whilst 
skittles, barbecue and a raffle took place. Everyone went home happy but very 
tired.
Thank you Colin and Jan your year of preparation has been appreciated by us 

all. Special thanks to all who helped on the day and those who gave so much of 
their time to get the site ready and cleared up afterwards.
The Golf day fundraiser will have taken place by the time you are reading this 
with thanks to John Stranger for organising players and Lynn Stranger for 
organising the meal in the evening. 
The full amount raised will be given in the next edition of Key Ring. 

Appointment of new Rector. Many of you will be aware that Clive has now 
retired as our Rector. The process of selecting a replacement has already 
started. Rita Stranger and Dorothy Trowbridge are representing our parish on 

the Profile Committee and will be happy to answer any questions you may have 
regarding the new appointment. 

The Dorset Historic Churches Ride and Stride takes place on Saturday 13th 
September so please contact Annie Barnes, Nancy Roberts or Rita Stranger if 
you would like to take part and raise some money for your churches.
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Teas and Chat
Many thanks to Philip and Dorothy Trowbridge for hosting our Teas and Chat in 
July which was a very enjoyable afternoon. 

Annie and Ray Barnes, Hollybank, East Orchard were our next hosts on 
Wednesday 27th August from 2.30pm to 3.30pm. 
In September the Teas and Chat will be held on  Wednesday 24th September 
Phil and Rita Stranger will host at Manor Farm Annexe.
We hope to continue these times together on a monthly basis and welcome 
anyone who has not yet joined us. Times are 2.30 to 3.30pm 

MARGARET MARSH

Services are now back to normal, after all the electrical work is finished.
We have had two good fundraising events recently, towards the cost of electrics.

In June we held a Race Night which raised a magnificent sum of £1725.00
In July we had a very enjoyable concert with Shreen Hamrony which raised 
£499.00
A big “thank you” to all who helped in any way

THE ORCHARDS

Don’t forget our bag2school jumble collection is on 24th November.  We would 
like any adult and children’s clothing, bedding, curtains, soft toys, handbags or 
shoes that are in good condition.  The bags will be delivered in October although 
you can use regular black bin liners

Services

Our Harvest Festival Service this year will be a joint service to be held at 
Margaret Marsh on Sunday 5th October at 11.00am

From the Registers

Baptism at Margaret Marsh August 3rd Rosie May daughter of Shane and 
Clare Joyce
Marriage at East Orchard on 2nd August – Matthew James Edward Benefer 
and Charlotte Amy  Louise Sebastiani

School howler

Q   “What causes the tides in the ocean?

A   “The tides are a fight between the earth and moon.  All water tends to flow to the 

moon, because there is no water on the moon, and nature abhors a vacuum.  I forget 

where the  sun joins the fight.”
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 St. Mary’s,  Compton Abbas

 

Services in September

Sunday   7th September   8.00am Prayer Book Holy Communion

Sunday  14th September   6.30pm Harvest Festival

Sunday  21st September  11.00am Holy Communion with hymns

Farewell to Clive

As you will know, Rev. Clive Thomas retired as Team Rector at the end of July.  
He took his last service at St Mary’s – which was very well attended - on Sunday 
20th July.  After the service, everyone was invited to the Church Hall for a 

glass of wine.  Clive was presented with a photograph of our church – both the 
building and the people – and we toasted him and Jean and their future in their 
new home.

Harvest Festival

Our Harvest Festival will be on Sunday 14th September at 6.30pm.  Come and 
thank God for providing for our needs and join us afterwards for supper in the 
Church Hall.  Please bring a plate of food to share.  Drinks will be provided.

Commemorating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee

Thank you to all those who have generously contributed to the project for a 
village commemoration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012.  All the neces-
sary money has now been collected and the sculptor, Ed Closier, is working on 
the inscription which will be added to the Jubilee obelisk.  We hope to have a 
short dedication ceremony when the inscription is in place and details of this 
should be in the next issue of the Key Ring.

Parish map questionnaire

During the summer, every house in the village received a short questionnaire 
giving people a chance to say what they would like to see represented on our 

parish map.  There were lots of interesting answers and the parish map group 
will be meeting shortly to discuss the best way to show all this on the map.  We 
hope to have a small display at the village coffee morning on Saturday 6th 
September.  Come and see what people have suggested – and tell us if there’s 
anything you’d like to add. 
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St.  Peter’s Shaftesbury
As we enter a period when the Team will be carrying vacancies for two 
stipendiary clergy, arrangements for the interregnum are reported elsewhere 
in this issue.  For St. Peter's, the essential information is that Revd. Dr Simon 
Chambers will lead as acting team rector.  Amongst our several excellent 

retired clergy, who will be called upon to help in this perod, Revd. Chris Wray 
has kindly volunteered to organise pastoral care in our parish. 
Concert on Sat 6th Sept 

at 7.00pm St Peter's Church, Shaftesbury.

Madeleine Mitchell, Violin and Geoffrey Poole, Piano.

Programme  -  Bach Siciliano   
Beethoven Sonata op. 96  
An Angel reads my open book by Sadie Harrison (local composer) 
Brahms Violin Sonata no.2 in A.
Tickets £10 each, £8 concessions, available on the door and in advance from 

Shaftesbury TIC or online www.goldhilltickets.co.uk. 

Wine and soft drinks available.
Shoe Box Appeal  Thank you so much to all who contributed musical instru-
ments in April, soft toys in May and Stationery items, such as note books and 
crayons, in June. This month we are collecting games for older children such as 
skipping ropes, yoyos, playing cards, model toy cars and lorries. Please hand 
them to Elizabeth Selwood or place them in the cream swing bin under the tower.

Looking back
Farewell Clive and Jean Thomas

St Peter’s bade farewell to Clive and Jean on 26 July, when around 130 
parishioners sat down to an excellent supper in the church, organised by the 
churchwardens and the catering team.  At the end of an emotional, but happy, 
evening, the parish presented a cheque, which will go towards garden furniture 
in Ilfracombe. The team’s farewell came in the service in St Peter’s the 
following day, with a packed congregation and an overspill of some 30 people 
joining in via a relay to the Town Hall.  Clive and Jean’s longstanding friend, Rev 
Maureen Allchin, preached a strong message about the challenges which lie 
ahead as we seek to build on their substantial legacy.  At the Town Hall 
reception following the service, another cheque was presented – this one will 

fund the plants in Ilfracombe – and Clive announced that he is presenting St. 
Peter’s with a new scroll to continue the list of vicars and rectors.
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Tony Selwood, who has served on our PCC while six vicars took charge of the parish, 

reflects on the legacy of St Peter’s 63rd incumbent.

I recall that at his interview Clive was the one candidate who had very clear ideas 

as to what he wanted to achieve for St Peter’s and its community. From the start, 

he was very focussed on mission and introduced the Mission Strapline for the 

church - Worshipping Christ with others, Taking Christ to others, Serving Christ in 

others, Bringing others to Christ. 

He also needed to deal with some pressing financial matters and concerns about the 

fabric of our ancient church.  At the first PCC meeting he made it clear that we 

needed to increase our funds as we were falling behind the levels of giving needed 

to properly maintain the church and meet our diocesan share.  Although we had been 

congratulated and supported by the Open Churches Trust for the amount of time 

each day we kept the church open for visitors, he pressed us to keep the church 

open all day and every day during daylight hours. This has resulted in many more 

people in our parish visiting the church, as well as many visitors from home and 

abroad. It has also enabled us to support a number of homeless people who have 

turned to the church for assistance. 

Although fundraising was already taking place before he arrived, it was during 

Clive’s period at St Peter’s that some of the most radical changes took place in the 

restoration and enhancement of the building, which also made it more welcoming.

His concern that we should be a missionary church underpinned much of what we did. 

He established a Mission Group which each year developed a Mission Plan. It 

prompted a number of publications such as the revised visitor leaflet, a visitor 

leaflet especially for children, an Information leaflet for new church members, a 

Living Churchyard trail and a Welcome Pack designed to be given out to every new 

family coming into the town. In particular, Clive was conscious of the need to make 

contact with the occupants of all the new homes being built to the East of the town, 

and, supported by Chris Wray, undertook to visit every new home with the Welcome 

Pack. 

As part of the Mission Plan, Clive was keen to increase our visibility in the town 

which triggered a number of initiatives such as Songs of Praise on Park Walk, a Pet 

Service, the Churches Together Outdoor Nativity and targeting a designated area 

by a team knocking on doors to ask how we could pray for the residents.

Clive and Jean were both passionate about developing contact with children, youth 

and young families and this triggered initiatives such as SPLATT  
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(our version of Messy Church), based at Lindlar Hall, support of the Lindlar Hall 

carol service, Lighthouse and Reading Club at Shaftesbury Primary School; and 

Moving On sessions for year 6 children at the Primary School. Clive has also been 

very active in taking assemblies, taking RE classes, and, in Shaftesbury School 

running CU&1. One of the most successful initiatives has been the Take Part 

Nativity, which each year fills the church to bursting point!

This work and their determination that children and young families would be made 

properly welcome and at the heart of the church, has resulted in a flourishing 

Sunday School and Youth Group.

Clive has been a teacher for most of his life and has run a number of courses to help 

people to grow in faith such as Supporting people who have been bereaved, Why I 

am a Christian, Study based on “The Shack”, Youth Alpha, Revelation Revealed, and, 

following the Alpha course run by Bishop Graham, Jean led a follow-on course, The 

Upper Room.

In addition Clive has encouraged us to care for each other by establishing a Pastoral 

Team and he has encouraged a change in the focus of sidesmen and welcomers, so 

that the church is truly welcoming for members and visitors alike. 

Clive’s love of music and his talent in timpani and on the guitar have been a real asset 

and have complemented the work of Greg and the choir. He quickly set up a Worship 

Band to help to make Family Services more accessible for young people. He was also 

a member of the Town Silver Band, both as instrumentalist and, later, as their 

conductor. Many of us have also enjoyed listening or dancing to “Dogs Without 

Collars”. Clive’s presence in the town has been felt by many and as well as being 

Chaplain to Shaftesbury School, he was chaplain to the Royal British Legion.

The Ministry of Healing has developed and flourished during Clive’s period with us. 

Not only are there special Healing Services, but the Healing Ministry Team are 

active in every Parish Communion Service and can be seen outside the church on 

Saturdays offering healing to all who pass.  There are many versions of the “Behind 

every great man ..” quotation and, in Clive’s case, I think we would all agree there 

stands a kind, compassionate and supportive woman, strong in her own faith, adored 

by the children of St Peter’s and much loved by all us.                                                           

                                                                                                                    PTO
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Marigold Rumble brought our dinner for Clive to a fitting conclusion when she read 

her poem below

A Fond Farewell

All good things they say must come to an end

So now it’s “goodbye” to our Priest and our Friend.

You came from the coast to our country town

Famous for burned cakes and a “hill” of renown.

St. Peter’s Church was to be in your care

And to guide all the folk who worshipped there.

Babies to christen, marriages to be blessed,

Sending the departed to their final rest.

The community at large has been part of your life

Together with Jean your amazing wife -

Who formed a team to help at the school

Listening to reading - a "life-long tool"

Children at church.came under her wing

Learning made fun with a story to bring.

Painting, collecting and baking too

Things that young ones love to do.

Prayers for the Mayor and the Carnival too,

Just two of the things you were happy to do

“Lighthouse at the “Primary” – assemblies for the “Uppers”

Attending harvest lunches and Lenten suppers.

Quizzes and skittles you've been asked to play,

But nothing as exciting as that special day -

You mounted the tower and abseiled down -

Causing great excitement in the centre of town.

Always present when something was planned,

Then taking up the baton with The Silver Band.

Never minding the chaos when the flower team arrive

Snipping and cutting from 9 until 5!

Leading family worship with guitar and the “Group”

Bringing new music "into the loop”!

Encouraging the choir to sing old and the new-
Loving all music as we know you do.

Becoming the Rector of a nine-church team

God had a plan – you had a dream.

A post you took on and right from the start

To make us feel “one” was dear to your heart.

The “Team Weekend” showed what we could do

When Jesus’ love came shining through!
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Marching in the town at Christmases and Easters,

Bringing the message to your brothers and sisters
Pilgrimage, Retreats, Alpha, Upper Room –

Explaining “Revelation” – not all “doom and gloom”!
Healing in the streets was part of your mission –

Sharing with folk God’s love and compassion.

Lots may have been missed but the rhyming must end –
Trying to pay tribute to our Priest and our Friend.

Dear Clive and dear Jean one last thing to say-
Please take our love with you to Ilfracombe Bay.

From the Registers

Baptisms    13th July     Robert Childs, 
                                       Sapphire Ann Rose Thumwood  and Mia Lesley Thumwood

                   20th July      Marcus Rory Matthews  &  Eula Mary Matthews
                   26th July      Jack Robert Watkins

  St. Thomas’s,  Melbury Abbas

Usually August is a quiet month in our parish but, because we’ve had to get our 
Parish Profile ready by the 2nd September, our PCC have worked extremely 
hard in meeting this deadline.  Thank you to all PCC members who have beavered 
away on our behalf.  Please look under Team news where you will find the other 
dates enabling us to be ready to advertise for a new Rector on the 17th and 
24th October in the Church Times.

Dates for the Diary  Parish Breakfast on 12th September will be hosted by 
Harriet Atwood.  Please sign up if you are able to come and join us.  The rev. 
Richard Huband will preside at our Holy Communion service at 10.00am to which 
you are warmly invited.

Dorset Historic Churches Trust “Ride and Stride” on 13th September. 

Please help support Rodney Atwood and Richard Poole.  Half the money raised 
will go to Dorset Historic Trust who very kindly helped us with two donations 

towards our refurbishment last year.  We receive the other half for our own 
parish.

Sunday 21st September. We shall be celebrating  the baptism of Jack Haime 

during our service.  Some of you may remember Kathy and Richard who ere 
married at St. Thomas’s.
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This is a wonderful opportunity for them to meet with their church family, so 
please make every effort to come along and support them.  Refreshments will 
be served after the service.    

Sunday 28th September at 6pm there will be a Team Service at St. Mary’s 
Church, Motcombe, as we say our ‘goodbye’ to Rev. Eve Pegler who will be moving 
to Gillingham to take up the appointment of Pioneer Minister in that benefice.  
Please note that this will be the main service in the team that day.  Harvest 
Festival - 5th October at 10am.  This year Jan Crossley has found a source 
who will gladly take our gifts of fruit, vegetables, tins, eggs etc.  This is a 

wonderful opportunity for us to thank God for the abundance of his harvest.  
Please can you help support us by letting Ann Brooks and Valerie Warrington 
have your contributions prior to the service.  Thank you.

‘A Career in Ruins’- Saturday 18th October in Melbury Village Hall.  Our 
well known archaeologist and T.V. Presenter, Julian Richards, has very kindly 
agreed to come and give us a talk on how he ended up rummaging about in old 
rubbish for a living, exploring some of his more recent investigations into 
Dorset’s past.  It should be an amazing evening, so please come along and bring 
friends and family with you.  The cost of a ticket is £10 which will include wine 
and nibbles.  The village hall seats 100 people so it would be wonderful if we 
could sell every ticket.  Tickets are available from John Porter 850670, Jan 
Crossley 852545 and in the Team Office.  Tickets will also be available in 
church every Sunday.  The proceeds will go towards paying off our debt for 

the kitchenette and toilet. 

Elinor Champernowne Murphy 1926-2014   Elinor was interred in the churchyard of 

St Thomas’s after a service at the church attended by a large congregation and conducted 

by The Revd Mary Ridgewell on 15th July 2014. Elinor was born into the post Great War 

generation which offered women new opportunities and she secured a post as assistant to 

Victor Gollanz.  She edited the novels of Daphne du Maurier.  Then, in a change of 

direction, she entered the Probation Service and rose to be Deputy Head of the service in 

Dorset, where she made a lasting friendship of its Head, Sheila Himmel, who retired to 

Shaftesbury.  Elinor bought Chapel Cottage near the top of Dinah’s Hollow.  When fire 

destroyed it, she had it rebuilt and restored the elegant small Methodist chapel in the 
garden.  She was active in CPRE, but the great achievement of her retirement was in 

leading the work to preserve the ruins and grounds of Shaftesbury Abbey and the Museum 

attached to it. Distinguished and elegant, she was witty, learned and charming.  As she 

aged, she moved to an apartment at the Malthouse, Gillingham, but maintained her 

contacts in Melbury, particularly with the church where she was a regular worshipper.  

She was devoted to her family, who gave moving accounts of her life, at the service.  To 

them we offer our sympathy.  It was indeed a distinguished life.
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St. Mary’s Motcombe

On the Move - Most of you will have heard that Eve and Jerome will be leaving the 

Shaftesbury Team at the beginning of October to take up a new Pioneer Minister 

post in Gillingham.  They will both miss being part of the community in Motcombe, 

the Orchards, Margaret Marsh and part of the wider Shaftesbury Team, but are 

grateful to God for their time here and for the opportunity of being part of the life 

of the villages and town, and many shared moments.   Please see Team News for 

details of last service in September.

Church Building - As we continue to maintain and improve the building in order to 

give glory to God in our worship and offer the warmest welcome we can, our next 

step is to renew the electrical system which is now so old it is in need of rejuvena-

tion!  While we are doing this, we will also be renewing the lighting system, which for 

those of us who don’t have 20:20 vision, is so poor we struggle to see!  If you would 

like to contribute to the cost of this work, do contact our treasurer, Peter Moull, 

4a, Ten Acres, Shaftesbury. SP7 8PP, 01747 854538.

Work will commence shortly on a slight extension to the church path, taking it from 

the end of the existing path, past the area where ashes are buried and round to the 

school gate.  We look forward to being able to move between school and church 

buildings with dry feet during the winter period!  Various smaller works, like 

purchasing extra chairs for larger services, renewing noticeboards etc, also will 

continue. Thanks to all those who put in so much time and effort to keep our building 

in good repair.

Churchyard - The Churchyard is a glorious space, but a large one.  If you could help, 

even occasionally to keep the churchyard well maintained as a haven for humans and 

wildlife alike, please speak to Peter Moull, 01747 854538.  Thank you. PLEA to those 

who use the churchyard.  We hope you enjoy the tranquility of the churchyard and 

are grateful to those who are able to tend their loved- ones’ graves.  We provide two 

sorts of bins for churchyard waste - that which can be composted and that which 

can’t, please make the job of those who give their time to empty the bins as easy as 

possible by putting the rubbish in the correct bins.  A gentle reminder that national 

churchyard regulations mean that only fresh flowers, foliage and wreaths are 

permitted on graves.  The Chancellors regulations prohibits the use of artificial or 

plastic floral tributes, except on national occasions such as Remembrance Sunday, 

and so, artificial tributes may need to be removed.  Do come and enjoy the 

churchyard, it is a peaceful place to pause a while and remember those that we love.

Day of Prayer Monday 1st September 10am - 6pm in the Methodist Chapel, some 

-one will be praying in the chapel throughout the day, if you would like to stop a while 

and pray, the chapel will be open.
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Prayer Meeting Tuesday 2nd September, 2.00pm  at Half Moon House, The Street, 

Motcombe.  All are welcome.  If you have a person or request you would like the 

prayer group to pray for please let Audrey Hooper know on 01747 853867.

Pet Service - Come along to St Mary’s Church on 7th September at 3pm and bring 

your pets, (on leads, in cages, or if it is a bit tricky, bring their picture with you).  

If you have a virtual pet, or one you made at Messy Church, bring that too, for a 

short service in St Mary’s Church or Churchyard where we praise the Lord for our 

animals and give thanks to him for his creation.  After the service there will be tea 

and cake and water and dog biscuits for those who prefer!

Reception Children’s Welcome Service. Parents, grandparents and Carers of our 

new intake of reception children, new staff and pupils throughout the school are 

invited to a short service in St Mary’s Church on Friday 12th September at 9.15am 

as we give thanks for the children, their teachers, teaching assistants and for all 

who have started at Motcombe School since the start of term.  During the service 

we light a candle for each of them and their families and pray for their growth in 

the coming year.

Later in the morning the reception children and their teachers come into church for 

their own special service.

DO YOU LIKE WALKING OR CYCLING?

If you like walking or cycling and love the beautiful Dorset countryside, why not 

enjoy a family walk or cycle to some of the lovely churches in Dorset?  On Saturday 

13th September, most of the churches in Dorset are open and would welcome a visit 

as part of the Dorset Historic Churches Trust sponsored “Ride and Stride”.  By 

combining an enjoyable family or individual walk/ride with collecting a small amount 

of sponsorship, you could help raise funds for St Mary’s Motcombe church improve-

ments.  All the money raised goes to the Trust who then return half to each church 

for their own use; the Trust then allocates the remainder to larger projects and we 

have benefitted in Motcombe from these large grants.  Discuss routes, details and 

sign up with Simon Hutchinson on 01747 854290.

Dates for the Diary

Harvest Festivals  3rd October our Primary School and Port Regis Pre-Prep School 

join together for a special Harvest Festival in Church. Then on 5th October the 

church holds a Harvest Festival service at 9.30am in St Mary’s to which all are very 

welcome.

The Gathering - 19th October. Starting at 11am with coffee and croissants, the 

Gathering seeks to offer a different way of worship for those who want to engage 

with faith, life and God in a slightly less formal and traditional way.  During the 

Gathering there will be opportunity to discuss, pray, contemplate and visit prayer 

stations around the building of the church. If you would like to be involved in the 

planning of this time together please contact Gill Waine, 01747 851007 

nickwaine@uwclub.net. 
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Celebration of Lay Ministry -  6.00pm Sunday 19th October at St Peter’s Church 

Please put this date in your diary to come and worship with and celebrate the 

ministry of many faithful Lay Pastoral Assistants, Lay Worship Leaders, Licensed 

Lay Ministers and those who work away behind the scenes without an official title 

to serve God and his people throughout our team. The service will be led by Revd. Dr 

Simon Chambers and representatives of Lay Ministry throughout the team.

Messy Church - The next Messy Church is in October - The date will be confirmed 

asap. Messy Church is an informal way of being and doing church and you are very 

welcome, whatever your age, from the youngest to the oldest and all in between.  

There will be crafts, songs, stories  and we finish with a hot meal together.  If you’d 

like to know more please e-mail Sarah Berry sarah@hakey.org.uk or 

jilljenkinson45@sky.com 

Tuesday 28th October - 7.30pm Service to License Eve as a Pioneer Minister in the 

Gillingham and Milton on Stour Benefice will be held in St Mary’s Church, Gillingham.  

All are very welcome to attend.  Prior to the service there will be a short prayer 

walk from the Vicarage to the Church, with prayers of blessing on the way, through 

some of the town.  More details to follow.

All Souls Service - Sunday 2nd November 3pm - A service where we particularly 

remember and give thanks for those who have died, especially those in the past year.  

If you would like a loved one’s name remembered please let Gill Waine 01747 851007 

nickwaine@uwclub.net know.  Thank you.

16th November 6.30pm Sung Evensong, welcoming Port Regis choir

22nd November Quiz Evening in the Village Hall - Get a Team together and book 

the date in your diary.

Celebrating 20 years of shared ministry of women and men priests.  A Service 

of Evensong on Sunday 16th November at 4.30pm in Salisbury Cathedral followed by 

drinks in the Cloisters. Everyone who wants to celebrate this 20th anniversary is 

welcome to attend.

‘Godspell’ - Date for your diary 26th - 28th March 2015 

Rosie King and David Grierson head up this marvellous musical in St Mary’s Church.  

Put the date in your diaries now if you’d like to be involved.

Holy Communion at the Grange - 17th September and 15th October at 11am

From the Registers

We welome Freddie Harris into full membership of the church as he was baptised 

last month; Congratulations and God bless to him and his family.

Congratulations to Ryan Byrne and Harriet Hutchinson, Zoe Tuffin and Zsolt 

Csorbe, Rebecca Griffin and George Gosling who were married in the last few 

months; and to Anthony and Elena Coleby on the blessing of their marriage. 

We commend to Gods care and keeping those who have died, especially Peter Stirk, 

Adrian Harper and Eric Best, and we pray for all who mourn the loss of loved ones.
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T T C U T T L E F I S H I C M

E R E S U B M O R T S S O O A

C D A R T E P M I L O C L N N

T R E C E G U L S P K L O R T

I A M O H B W I O L U T S I L

B G O C H E R D E S I S C V E

R O D T E T L A C R M N A E D

A N O O L A N I T K Y A L R O

N S H P I P A U P U A I L O P

C H T U X S A L E O L L O Y O

H E I S C N O I N U D A P S R

I L L I O N O M E L A E S T T

A L D G A I L I S U A L C E S

T I R E L K N I W I R E P R A

A A I P E S M A L C T N A I G

WORD  SEARCH

©  BJP 2014

MYA SNAIL ASCIDIA STROMBUS PERIWINKLE

SLUG COCKLE MOLLUSC CLAUSILIA DRAGON SHELL

SPAT ISOPOD OCTOPUS GASTROPOD RIVER OYSTER

UNIO LIMPET SCALLOP GIANTCLAM TEREBRATULA

HELIX MANTLE ARGONAUT LITHODOME TRACHELIPOD

SEPIA TRITON SEALEMON CUTTLEFISH TECTIBRANCHIATA

With the letters

 left over it is 

possible 

 to find : 

WINKLE

“Delays can be 

intolerable, but they

 offer a good chance 

to think and regroup.”

                              anon

“Keep your eye 

on your destination, 

and not where 

you stumbled.”

                             anon
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The Shaftesbury Area Talking Newspaper

A search for Editors.
The Shaftesbury Area Talking Newspaper comprises a weekly recording of ninety 

minutes or so of news and features read mainly from the Blackmore Vale Magazine, 

the Salisbury Journal, and the Western Gazette. Items from local community and 

parish magazines, such as Key Ring, are also included as a supplement.  

The recordings are made onto small memory sticks and listeners are supplied with 

compact, easy to use receivers; if required an explanatory home visit can be arranged. 

The service is completely free to those who are blind or partially sighted and includes 

all postal charges and the loan of the receiver.

A team of some thirty volunteers - editors, readers, recorders, copiers, and dispatchers 

– publishes the Talking Newspaper and we are now seeking, with some urgency, to 

recruit more Editors.

An Editor’s main task is to select text from the weekly newspapers and then present it 

in a way that is easy for the readers to read aloud. The editors add connecting passages 

to open and close the readings and to provide cohesion. Interestingly, listeners greatly 

value descriptions of photographs from the newspapers; this enables the editors, 

occasionally, to employ some vivid and imaginative language.

To find out more contact the Chief Editor, Colin Francis on 01747 851803 or the 

secretary Mrs Kirstie Rowlandson, 07775 521434. 

Copy for October 2014

must  reach the editor, Beryl Pike at: 

4 Melbury Way, Shaftesbury SP7 8SN

or email: keyring@stmin.org.uk

   NO LATER THAN MIDDAY

 Thursday 11th September

Letters to the Editor  and articles  are  
welcome, but should not exceed 200 words. 

Name and address must be supplied.  

Only Promotions and advertisements for events 

within the Shaftesbury Team will be accepted.

The views  expressed  in 

this publication  are not

  necessarily those 

of the  editor.  

The editor reserves the right to omit articles which are too long, and 

perhaps not suitable for Key Ring.   It is in the interest of the reader for 

the editor to improve material in some way, if necessary. Articles will 

be edited at the editor’s discretion. 
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Friday  12th September  2014

7.00pm

St. John’s Church Hall

(top of Church Hill)

DESERT ISLA&D DISCS
or

THESE YOU HAVE LOVED

David Botterill

Whatever music you would like to hear

David will resource, record and play on

the night.

To make a booking please phone 01747 850432 to

reserve your place and to give your

 choice of music. 

(Archive music a speciality)

Ploughman’s Plate

£5.00 per head

All proceeds to the Friends of St. John’s.
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