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Leader Article

We are now well into autumn and spring is but a distant memory! There is, 

however, one very particular incident from spring 2014 which will remain with me 

for a long time: I was able to watch a cuckoo for several minutes. This was up on 

Martindown. What made this special was not only seeing the bird, of which I’d 

only had glimpses in the past, but this was the first cuckoo I had heard in two 

years. When we first lived down in the Vale forty years ago the days of spring 

and early summer were accompanied by a constant chorus of the cuckoo’s call – 

all gone!

When I was growing up, the fabled dodo was a powerful symbol of complete 

absence. As I walked around the natural history section of Bristol City Museum 

I knew there was always the possibility of seeing a hippopotamus in the wild (I 

haven’t!) but there was no chance of seeing a dodo. When I later saw the film 

Jurassic Park I was enchanted by the shots of herds of grazing dinosaurs. Of 
course it was only a simulation, but it gave an idea of what we were missing. The 

difference between a Brachiosaurus (look it up!) and a dodo is that the dinosaurs 
were wiped out by naturally occurring cosmic processes (probably the Yucatan 

meteorite) whereas we know that humans hunted dodos until they were no more.

To begin again, November is naturally a month for remembering. Wistful regret 

for the passing of warm sunny days, but also specific moments to remember the 

dead: All Saints’ on the 1st, All Souls’ on the 2nd and Remembrance Sunday on the 

9th this year. Remembering our dead loved ones is terribly important to most of 

us, whatever our views on the afterlife. There is sadness but, if a person has died 

after a long and full life, there is also something about appropriate completion in 

death – the culmination of the natural cycle. One of the horrors of World War I 

was that almost an entire generation of young men was wiped out or seriously 

injured. For a moment it became possible to imagine the extinction of the human 

race. And that imagined scenario became far more probable in the nuclear age 

with the Cold War strategy of “mutually assured destruction.”    

                                                                                                              PTO
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I have no idea whether we’ve learnt enough to avoid deliberate self-destruction, 

but we still seem bent on self-destruction by the back door, as it were. And that’s 

got something to do with my cuckoo.

The most recent report (the “Living Planet Index”) estimates that the number of 

individual wild vertebrate animals living on the earth has halved in the last forty 
years. Moreover, WWF estimates that the number of species becoming extinct 
each year is between 200 and 2,000 (that’s at the lower end of the possible 

range).  It has been well known for a long time that extinction occurs naturally. 

Estimates vary between 0.01 and 0.1% of all species becoming extinct in any one 

year. Unfortunately, the current rate is between 1,000 and 10,000 times higher 

than that (figures from WWF).

The reasons for this loss in both numbers of individuals and numbers of species 

are many, they include over-hunting, loss of habitat, pollution, climate change. But 

ultimately most of the loss is the result of human activity which, in turn, is the 

result of ever greater material demands coupled with growing population. This is 

not only an issue for wildlife: it is a clear indication that we are making the earth 

uninhabitable for human beings too.

For us, as part of the Christian church in this place, these matters are also a 

theological issue. We can approach the question a number of ways but, fundamen-

tally, the problem is that the earth is God’s – and not ours. Humans have evolved 

as part of God’s great story of creation to share in that journey of ever richer 

beauty and diversity, to enable all species to reflect their essential nature and 

to reflect back to God the joy of being embodied. What we humans are now doing 

is working in the opposite direction by reducing beauty and diversity, stunting 

natural growth and, meanwhile, rapaciously using up the earth for our immediate 

material needs rather than praising the creator.

Action is needed at many levels to change direction but, for us, the first thing 

must surely be to reflect prayerfully on what God wants for us and for his 

creation. It would be a tremendous step forward if, in the future the loss of 

wildlife returned to something like its natural rate. Then, perhaps, in future 

Novembers, we would be able to remember not only our own dead, but the dead 
of the animal and plant kingdoms, without the sense that we were the cause of 

their demise.

Darrell Weyman
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TEAM  NEWS
Glimpses of Heaven – the Team Retreat

Q: How did you spend the last weekend in September?  
A: I was thinking about Heaven.

Q: All the time???

A: Yes, the whole weekend.

I was on the Team Retreat in Abbey House, Glastonbury, where  Rev. 

Simon challenged us to re-examine our ideas of heaven.  We each 

brought something that expressed heaven to us – ranging from 

pictures and music to a stone and a quote from a physics book.  We 

could have spent hours discussing those,  but that was just the 

start.  Next morning found us thinking hard about modern and 

medieval pictures of heaven and earth.

On Saturday afternoon - after free time to rest or explore Glaston-

bury – we were challenged to create pictures of heaven, with paper, 

glue and drawing materials.  The beautiful and thoughtful results 

were a good preparation for the evening session: ‘Revealing Heaven 

to Others’.  

On Sunday morning we discussed ‘Heaven’s Effect’ and shared 

communion before travelling home for Rev. Eve’s final service in 

Motcombe.

Thank you to the Abbey House staff, for looking after us so well.  

And a big thank you to Rev. Simon for leading such a thought-

provoking and joyful retreat.       Gillian Cross 

Christian Aid Speaker at St. James.
A welcome guest speaker at the St. James’s 9.30am service on 23rd 

November will be Stephen Dominey.  Stephen will be talking about 

the on-going work of Christian Aid during what has been a difficult 

year and what the charity hopes for the future.  It will be a good 
opportunity to hear how they meet the many challenges that face 

the organisation and how the self-help programmes are changing 

lives for the better.  Everyone is warmly invited.           SB
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CHRISTMAS  IS  COMI�G……..

And so is ST JAMES’S CHRISTMAS FAYRE.  Drop in to the Town Hall,  

Shaftesbury on Saturday November 29th  (doors open at 10am) and you will be 
sure to find something to kick-start your planning for the great festival.  Some 

new decorations perhaps? Gifts for family and friends? Preserves to comple-

ment the Christmas fare?  Cakes and pies to tuck in the freezer in case there are 
unexpected guests? Some new glassware for the Christmas toasts perhaps?  

What about a good book to relax with?  Then there’s our special Christmas draw 

with lots of treats to win – to enjoy both during the season and to look forward 
to in 2015.  Have a go on the Tombola – you may be lucky!   The ‘Gold’ stall 

could provide that extra stocking filler, as could the children’s toys and books 

table. The children and PTFA of Abbey School are also joining us with a stall 
of their own and we look forward to seeing what they come up with!  Should 

shopping give you an appetite, why not sit down with a delicious bacon bap 

(vegetarian and gluten-free options also available), a cup of tea or coffee, and 
enjoy a chat with friends?  

It only comes once a year, so let’s see if we can get Christmas off to a good start!   

SB

L.P.A.
This year I achieved a long held ambition...(55yrs to be precise because I wanted 

to spend our honeymoon there!) to go to the Isles of Scilly.  It was worth the 

long wait, but a shame I am no longer up to walking holidays.  We were on St. 
Martin’s Island.  The weather was lovely.  The (only) hotel kindly drove us to 

church on Sundays and out to dinner on Monday!  The restaurant ran us back!

There was a delightful “retired” (?) lady priest who had a ‘house -for-duty’ on 
the mainland and the care of the Island churches.  On our first Sunday we had a 

very happy Eucharist with hymns, on the second Morning Prayer was held by a 

Lay Worship Leader, with hymns but no organist.  Interestingly the congrega-
tion on the first was almost entirely visitors and on the second was nearly all 

residents, though the numbers were equal!

St. Martin’s Island has a permanent population of about 120, though this shoots 
up in holiday time with visitors.  It has few vehicles, and there is no speed limit 

as far as I know... the roads  are so narrow it would be difficult to do more than 

ten mph anyway.  It has a Primary School, but for Secondary education the 
children are bussed (I.e. boated) to the mainland of St. Mary’s where they 

weekly board.  Now-a-days there is little in the way of flower growing for the 

mainland, as it mostly concentrates on the holiday trade.  The quiet was blissful 
and the ‘natives’ charming and friendly.       

Clare C-W
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TEAM NEWS continued

Thank You Shaftesbury Team Ministry. 
A great big thank you to all in the Shaftesbury Team for all your 

faith, trust, love and support over the past 4+ years as we've 

ministered together in town and villages.  We have been very blessed 

to have met you and been given this time among you and we have 

learnt a lot and take with us many happy memories.  Thank you very 
much for all of your cards and prayers,  love, and for such a generous 

gift. We are very touched. It was brilliant to share in our final 

service in the team with so many of you, and thank you to all who 

helped make it so special.

Hopefully, by the time you read this, we have seen many of you again 

at our licensing service at St Mary’s Gillingham on 28th October and 

will have caught up with your news.  Our new address is The Vicarage, 

49 Fern Brook Lane, Gillingham, Dorset. SP8 4FL; our telephone 

number 01747 825289; evepegler@gmail.com
David Adam (a previous vicar on Lindisfarne) says:  God does not  

seek us out just once, he calls and calls again, he is the God who calls. 

He called the world into being out of love, calling every individual into 

life and to share in his love. 

We continue to pray for each of the churches and communities that 
make up the Shaftesbury Team as you embrace the opportunities and 

adventures God is calling you to, and we look forward to seeing where 

God is leading you next. Please keep praying for us, as we too try and 

embrace the calling to follow Him and be faithful to Him in Gillingham.

CHURCHES  TOGETHER

Christian Aid Quiz on Thursday 30th October at Father’s House.

Advent Service at St. Peter’s on Sunday 30th November at 6pm.

Churches Together Nativity procession on the streets on Sunday 
14th December during the street market, about midday (time to be 

confirmed).



The little boy greeted his grandmother

 with a hug and said, 

“I’m so happy to see you grandma!  

Now daddy will do the trick he has been 

promising us.”

The grandmother was curious.

  “What trick is that, my dear?” she asked.

The little boy replied, “I heard daddy tell 

mummy that he would climb the walls if you 

came to visit us again.”
From a Barrel of Fun - J.John & Mark Stibbe

HOST is looking for kind, friendly, hospitable people of all ages whose 

imaginations are caught by the idea of welcoming an international student 

at university here, far from his or her own family, to their home. 

This could be for a day, a weekend or at Christmas, and you don’t need 

to live near a university, as students will travel for the privilege of 

meeting you, learning about real life in this country and sharing their own 

culture. 

HOST is a voluntary activity which makes ambassadors for international 

goodwill of us all.  Please see www.host.org or call regional organiser 

Duncan Smith 01392 873354. 

Margaret Stevens, Publicity Officer, HOST

www.hostuk.org Unit 8 Water House, 8 Orsman Road, London N1 5QJ

Tel: 02077396292.

Registered Charity No 327592 Registered Company in England and 

Wales 2179430.

8
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St.  Peter’s Shaftesbury

Sunday Service schedule

As we move into the second month of two team vacancies, our 

service schedule has a more familiar look.  We have our main 

service at 9.30am on each of the first four Sundays.  The team 

service on the Fifth Sunday is at 10.00am in St James’s and 

there is no service in St Peter’s that day.  Full details in the 

usual place. We appreciate the efforts of the team ministers, 

LPAs and our splendid retired clergy to maintain a realistic 

schedule for us.

The church and the town

Last month, we focused on the HOTS ministry which is closely 

linked with St Peter’s, but supported from elsewhere in the 

team and from other Shaftesbury churches.  

This time, we draw attention to our close relationship with 

Shaftesbury Primary School. This was well illustrated for the 

whole congregation by the school’s vigorous participation in our 

Harvest Festival service, in the monthly all ages worship slot 

on October 5th.  

The school choir performed two songs for the occasion, the 

head teacher took one of the readings and school families 

swelled our congregation, with the children helping to carry the 

many packaged food items donated for the service and thence 

for the Gillingham food bank.  

  
                                                                                                    PTO
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St Peter’s men’s breakfast; special venue for November.

This monthly gathering over a buffet breakfast has been 

running since March, at 8.30am in St Peter’s Hall on the second 

Saturday of the month. 

It usually lasts around 90 minutes.  In November, there will be 

a one-off change of venue.  The gathering on Saturday Novem-

ber 8th will be in the John Peel restaurant over a full English 

breakfast, at the usual time. 

Joe Rumble, the convenor, expects to be back from holiday 

just in time to join in.  He has asked regular attenders to sign 

up in advance so he can give the restaurant the expected 

numbers, but it should be possible to fit in anyone who would 

like to use this opportunity to sample the gathering.  

In Joe’s absence, please try to call the John Peel (853178) to 

ask them to add a place for you, although we doubt whether 

anyone who simply shows up on the day will be turned away.

From the registers

Baptisms:

William David Light    5/10/2014

Finley David Whittington          12/10/2014

“A missionary called John Vassar knocked on the door of a person’s 
home and asked the lady if she knew Christ. 

 She said, “It’s none of your business!’

  and slammed the door in his face.  
He stood on the doorstep and wept and wept.  

She was looking out of her window at him weeping.  

The next Sunday she presented herself for church membership. 
 She said it was those tears.” 

from A Box of Delights- J.John & Mark Stibbe
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St. Mary’s,  Compton Abbas

 

Sunday   2nd November    8.00 am Prayer Book Holy Communion

Sunday   9th November    10.55 am Remembrance Service                                          

               followed by Dedication of Jubilee inscription.
Sunday   16th November   11.00 am Holy Communion with hymns.

Dedication of Jubilee inscription

Following our Remembrance Service on 9th November there will be a short 

ceremony to dedicate the new inscription on the Jubilee obelisk, which has 

been made possible by generous contributions from people in the village.  

Everyone is welcome to the ceremony, which will start at approximately 

midday.  Afterwards you are invited to join us for coffee in the Church Hall.

Quiz Night 

Don’t forget our Quiz Night in the Church Hall on Friday 7th November.  

Arrive at 7.00pm to register your team – or come on your own and make up 

a team on the night.  The quiz will start promptly at 7.30 pm and a light 

supper will be provided halfway through.  

For tickets – which are £5 per person – contact Gillian Cross (811263  
gillian@gilliancross.co.uk) 

Coffee morning – and beginning the Parish Map!

The next village coffee morning will be on Saturday 1st November.  As 

usual, there will be a Book and Plant Swap and a chance to chat to your 

neighbours and catch up on local news.

We’ll also be making a start on preparing drawings for the parish map, by 

tracing pictures of some of the things people told us they would like to see 

on the map.  You don’t need to be good at drawing, so come and give it a try.

Interment of ashes

On 23rd September the ashes of Dorothy Macleod were interred in the 

churchyard, joining those of her husband, Jock Macleod.  Dorothy and Jock 

were both faithful members of St Mary’s and we are grateful for all they 

contributed to the life of the church.



The Orchards and Margaret Marsh 

Everyone enjoyed our combined Harvest Festival at Margaret 

Marsh. Thank you all for your donations of produce which Alan 

Roberts auctioned off at the end of the service, while we all 
enjoyed refreshments provided by the parish.

A note was read out from Eve expressing her thanks to those who 

attended her farewell service and for our gift to them both. She 

sent us her love and promised to keep us in her prayers.

The Orchards
JUMBLE COLLECTION

Hope you all found your bags for filling. Please leave your bags 
preferably with Annie Barnes, Hollybank, East Orchard, or with Rita 

Stranger, Manor Farm Annexe, West Orchard by Friday 21st No-

vember.

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

This year our bazaar will be held at the home of Kathy Gyngell who 

lives opposite Annie Barnes at Gullivers Farm, East Orchard on 

Saturday 22nd November from 10.30am to 12noon.  There will be 

cakes, handmade cards, tombola, gifts, raffle and seasonal refresh-

ments.  Donations of items for the stalls would be very much appre-
ciated. If you have any ideas or are able to help on the day please 

contact Jan Foot, Rita Stranger or Annie Barnes.

CHRISTMAS BINGO

This year our bingo will be held at Manston Village Hall on Thursday 
11th December at 7.30pm.  We need plenty of prizes as we will be 

having a raffle as well, so please contact Jan Foot,  Rita Stranger 

or Annie Barnes  if you  have any donations which will be really ap-

preciated.                                                 
                                                                     12
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TEA AND CHAT

Many thanks to Rita and Phil Stranger and Cheryl and Andrew Luckock for 

hosting our tea and chats in September and October.  Everyone really 

enjoys these get-togethers, so do come along to the next one which will be 

held at the home of Jan Lunn, Dyers Mead, East Orchard on Wednesday 19 

November from 2.30pm to 3.30pm.

Let us know if you would like to host one of our future Tea and Chat. It is 

good to move around the villages.

Service News:

JOINT REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE

This will be held on Sunday 9th November at East Orchard at 10.50am.  

The collection will be for Help for Heroes.

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE

Unfortunately there is not a member of the clergy to take our Christingle 

service at West Orchard on Christmas Eve as first planned.  

The new date is Sunday 21st December at 4.00pm. 

We welcome you all to this special service, especially families.

  

 

“I could tell by the glint in young Billy’s eye

 that he had a riddle in store for me.

“Are you feeling good at arithmetic today, Mr?”  he 

asked.

“Oh, yes,” I replied, wondering what was coming next.

“Well how many feet are there in a yard?”

“Three, of course,” I said at once.

“Wrong,” chuckled Billy. 

 “It all depends how many people are in the yard!”
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St.  James’s Shaftesbury

                                                                                          

Abbey School

October was 'WOW' month – walk to school once a week.  This 

encouraged parents to leave their cars at home, or at a walkable 

distance from the school, providing health benefits and easing the 

traffic congestion outside the school.
School meals – a meeting was held with parents, representatives 

from Dorset County Council and Chartwells, the meals provider, to 

discuss problems.  A fire in Chartwells's kitchen had caused many 

problems at the beginning of term, but hot meals are now being 

provided.  New dining room furniture has been purchased thanks to 
a kind donor and to grants from charitable trusts.  

Another kind donor has provided the school football team with smart 

new shirts and socks.

'Open the Book' – At the first Collective Worship of the term, the 

Prayer Partners presented the story of The Two Sons which was 
enjoyed by staff and pupils. 

Robin Miller gave interesting talks on the subjects of 'The Solar 

System' and 'Asteroid Impact'.  The remaining talks in his Natural 

History Presentations will be 'Volcanoes' on Tuesday 11th November 

and 'Earth's Great Extinctions' on Tuesday 18th November. 7pm for 
7.30pm at Abbey School.  Tel. (01747) 852620 to book.  Donations, 

to include refreshments, are for the benefit of Abbey School PTFA.

Richard Sumner 

We were all saddened to hear that Richard died early on Sunday 
28th September.  Richard and Jill moved to Shaftesbury 11 years 

ago and we were delighted to welcome them when they moved to St 

James’s three years ago, along with Dolly, their Jack Russell.  His 

military career saw Richard serve as an Officer with the Royal Corps 

of Signals and a Pilot with the Army Air Corps.   
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He took early retirement from the Armed Forces and he and Jill ran 

a smallholding near Blandford where they kept a flock of Dorset 
Down Rams for breeding.  Richard also helped to set up Blandford 

Heart Support Group which is still flourishing.  Since moving to 

Shaftesbury Richard has enjoyed U3A and the loving care of all his 

neighbours.  Jill and Richard have two sons and five grandchildren 

who live in Sydney, Australia.  
We extend our heartfelt sympathies to Jill and family.  Richard's 

funeral service was conducted by Revd John Fuller on Thursday 16th 

October.

A Special Family Occasion

The Baptism of Peyton Grace Sealey and brother and sister Millie 
Florence and Benjamin Jack Tilford was a very special occasion for 

grandparents Heather and Mike Brookman of Shaftesbury.  Peyton's 

mother Hayley, Heather and Mike's youngest daughter, now lives in 

Sydney, Australia, but wanted her daughter to be Christened at St 

James's Church where she had attended Sunday School years 
before.  When her sister Sarah, who lives in Long Eaton, Derbyshire, 

heard of her plans she decided it would be wonderful if her children 

Millie and Benjamin could be Christened at the same time.  Grandpar-

ents Heather and Mike left this area in 1993 to move to Lancashire 

but returned to their beloved Shaftesbury five years ago.  It was a 
truly memorable occasion for all the family in a church they all hold 

dear. 

Pilgrim Service

Another successful service took place on Sunday 12th October, with 
the theme 'Sore Feet' – the variety of their causes – from stones in 

our shoes to blisters and beyond, and their treatment.  After the 

service an enjoyable time was spent sharing refreshments and fel-

lowship.

Reminder – There are packs of 4 water colour cards of St James’s 
Church for sale at the back of the church, priced at £2.50.
                                                                                                     PTO
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Lighthouse 

Small/Medium  clear plastic drinks bottles and wire coathangers are 
needed.  There is a box for these at the back of the church.

From the Registers

Sincere apologies are due for our omission to include: 

Baptisms/Weddings/Funerals for the last few months.  This is now 
updated below and we will ensure they are listed in future.

Baptisms

30th March   Faith Rebecca Jeans

2nd August   Abigail Hannah Flower, Peyton Grace Sealey, 
Millie Florence Tilford  and Benjamin Jack Tilford.

3rd August   Katie Scarlet Bone

17thAugust   William Luke Samways

31st August   Alexander Jack Matthews, 

Barnaby Thomas Matthews and Clementine Maria Matthews.
Marriages

10th May            Rachel Roper and Phillip Ryall

7th June            Charly Oliver and  Richard Hoskins-Legg

21st June           Katherine Leworthy and Cameron Buchanan-Stone

28th June           Fay Turpin and Matthew Crockford 
6th September   Gemma Down and Colin Aldridge

Funerals

28th March   Bill Bush           3rd April   Enid Marion Foster

13th June   Olive Webber   17th June   Robert Chilver

30th June   Michael Robert Purcell 
11th July   Ann Middlemas     12th July   William (Jim) Adams 

22nd August   Margaret Hannam

16th October   Richard Sumner

Thanksgiving Service 

10th June  For the Life of Robert George Mundy
Burial of Ashes     

26th August  Patricia Pitman
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Diary Dates 

Sunday 9th November – 6.00pm.  Pilgrim Service.
Saturday 22nd November – 7.30pm.  Nick Crump and Friends, with 

light refreshments.  (See back page of magazine.)

Saturday 29th November – Christmas Fair.  This date will be upon 

us before we know it!  Please start thinking about it and bearing in 

mind that we need stock for the following stalls:  Cakes, Gifts, 
Tombola, Books and CDs, Preserves, Christmas Decorations, Glass-

ware, the Red Stall and Children's Toys.  So if you have anything that 

would be suitable, something that you would be happy to give some-

one as a gift, please put it to one side.

Also, when out walking and enjoying the autumn weather, please keep 
a lookout for natural and hedgerow things, such as fir cones, teazles, 

hips, haws, etc. which could be sprayed and used for Christmas 

decorations.  Janet Lowe (854957) will be interested to see what you 

might find. 

Future Events  If you would like to organise an event, either for an 
evening or a 1st or 3rd Sunday afternoon,  perhaps followed by Tea, 

please let Philippa (812365) or Alan (852820) know.  If you have any 

ideas on a grand scale which would help us on the way with our 

commitment to match funding for the church renovations, even 

better!
The Christmas Raffle tickets will be drawn after the Carol Service 

which is on Monday 22nd December at 7.0pm.
Are you a Closet-Thespian?

Do you secretly enjoy dressing up and being somebody else?  YOU DO?  If so, 

we could really use your dramatic talents to help us bring Bible Stories to life 
for our Abbey School audiences.  A group of volunteers produce three or four 

stories a term for children on the first Wednesday of the month at their Assem-

bly in St James's Church, and it's fun!  The stories last only about five minutes 
and the words are simple – you don't even have to learn them!  We usually have 

a 'walk-through with scripts' a few days before the Assembly to iron out 

problems, check props and movements, etc and this takes less than an hour.  If 

we get enough people the whole thing is not a chore.  If this appeals to you, 
please contact Paul Cooper (854036).  Your audience needs YOU!
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St. John's Enmore Green

Friday 7th November   – 12noon to 1.30pm.

Community Lunch in the Church.  All Welcome.

Donation towards costs appreciated.  

Remembrance Day - Tuesday 11th November

10.50am  at the War Memorial in Enmore Green.

Coffee in the Church Hall after the service. 

Sunday 23rd November – Saxophony and friends

A welcome return visit from our local saxophone quartet.  

3.30pm. Afternoon Tea followed by a concert.  

Tickets:  £7.00 in the Nave (reserved); £6.00 in the Gallery (unre-

served)
Please contact Jo Churchill on 01747 850432 or on 

jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk 

St. John’s Occasional Singers

Monday 3rd November 

6.00pm to 7.00pm in the Church

The start of our Christmas season when we prepare for our Carol 

Service on Monday 21st December at 3.30pm.

Please come along on the night or ring Jo Churchill on 01747 

850432. 

Looking Ahead

Saturday 6th December.

Advent Coffee morning in the Church Hall

10.00am to 12noon. 
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   St. Thomas’s,  Melbury Abbas

The church looked splendid for our Harvest Festival this year 

and your generous gifts of delicious produce enabled us to give 

the Women’s Refuge as wonderful selection of fruit, vegeta-

bles and tinned products.  Thank you also to our flower arrang-

ers, along with a special ‘thank you’ to Isla, aged 2 1/2, for her 

own arrangement!

At our Rogation Service earlier in the year sunflower seeds 

were distributed, so that we could see who grew the tallest by 

the time of our Harvest Festival. 

Alan Kirkham’s sunflower won the competition at 6ft 7inches 

tall!  Harriet Atwood was a close second as hers was 6ft tall.

‘A Career in Ruins‘ was a great success. Julian Richard’s gave 

us a wonderfully enlightening evening which included informa-

tion about our wonderful country of Dorset. 

Thank you Julian for giving us this talk so that we could raise 

money to pay off our debt for the Kitchenette and toilet.

Saturday 1st November  at 6pm - All Soul’s Service. 

We invite you to come along and join us as we remember our 

loved ones who are no longer with us. This is a quiet meditative 

service where we support one another. Refreshments will be 

served afterwards.

Ride and Stride -  At the time of going to print, Rodney 

Atwood has raised £800 but he assures me that money is still 

coming in. Well done, Rodney.                                         PTO                 
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Breakfast at St. Thomas’s. Our next breakfast will be on 

Friday 7th November between 8.30-9.30am Please come along 

and join us. If you are able to stay on for our 10.30am Holy 

Communion service, you will be most welcome.

Remembrance Day Service - 9th November  at 10.55am. 

This service will be conducted by John Porter. Please make 

every effort to attend as we remember those who fell for our 

freedom 100 years ago.

On 16th November there will be a celebration in Salisbury 

Cathedral at 4.30pm to mark the 20th anniversary of Wom-

en’s Ministry. You are welcome to attend.

28th - 29th November we are holding our Nativity Festival 

from 10-4pm. Please look out your nativity sets so that we can 

arrange them on Wednesday 27th. This proved to be a huge 

success last year and we all had great fun in arranging them and 

seeing sets which had come from all over the world. The church 

will be manned during those two days and refreshments will be 

available.

  “No, I do not become discouraged.  

You see, God has not called me 

to a ministry of success. 

 He has called me to a ministry of mercy.”
    Mother Teresa
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St. Mary’s Motcombe

Services and worship continue as usual in St. Mary’s despite Eve and 

Jerome’s departure to Gillingham last month.  Pleaase bear with us if 

you find the expected clergy or church leader has changed at the 

last moment. The message to God will still be the same!

All Souls Service 2nd November at 3pm.

This service takes place to remember and give thanks for all those 

who have died, especially those in the past year.  If you would like a 

loved one’s name remembered please let Christopher know: 

Tel: 853867 or audhoop@uwclub.net 

Remembrance Service 9th November.

Don’t forget the slightly later start of 10.50am for the Remem-

brance Service.  Flags and wreathes are laid at the altar, then, after 

the service, a procession is made to the memorial at the Motcombe 
Memorial Village Hall.  This is followed by coffee (courtesy of the 

W.I.) in the Hall.

22nd November Quiz Evening in the Village Hall. 

Enjoy quizzes? Like fiendish questions?  Like being in a team?  Come 

to the Village Hall on 22nd November and be challenged.  Get a team 
of 6 together and book the date in your diary.  Only £10 per head 

and this includes a hot supper.  Please let Viv Johnson know if you 

want to take part.  Tel: 851780 or vivienjohnson533@btinternet.com

Messy Church - The next Messy Church will be on 14th December 

2014. This is a very popular and informal way of discovering church; 

you are very welcome whatever your age, from the youngest to the 

eldest and all in between. There will be crafts, songs, stories and we 

finish with a hot meal together. Come with your family and join in! If 
you’d like to know more please e-mail Sarah Berry sarah@hakey.org.uk
                                                                                                          PTO
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Thanks to all those who sponsored the riders taking part in the 

Dorset Historic Churches Trust “Ride and Stride”.  Fiona Johnson, 

Colin White, Phillip Roberts and Simon Hutchinson rode for St Mary’s 

Church on 13th September, and though the final totals are not yet 
in, it is anticipated that they will have raised about £900, a great 

effort.  Half of this remains with the DHC Trust for large capital 

investments and repairs, but the other half will come back to the 

church for its own use.   For those who have not donated but wish to, 

the online pages (open till the end of November) for Phillip and Simon 
are at:  

https://www.justgiving.com/Phil-Roberts10

https://www.justgiving.com/Simon-Hutchinson8

Church building -The church has benefitted from many improve-
ments over the last few years, including the excellent new heating. 

The next stage is to renew the electrical system and, after this, the 

lighting system.  Both these improvements will help not only the 

services of worship in the church but also the other events, such as 

the forthcoming production of Godspell in March next year (see 
below). If you would like to contribute to the cost of this work, 

please contact our treasurer Peter Moull 854538.

Godspell  

Advance warning of the rock musical Godspell which will be per-

formed in St Mary’s Motcombe on 26th–28th March 2015.  If 

“Joseph” was anything to go by, this will be spectacular!  There will 
be a choir and ten speaking parts as well.  If you are interested in 

taking part, come to St Mary’s Motcombe on Tuesday 18th November 

where the director Rosie King and the musical director David Grier-

son can tell you more about the music and how it will be staged.  

Attendance at this interest meeting does not commit you to any-
thing!  
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Churchyard.

A further plea for help with the maintenance of the churchyard, 

whether you are a church-goer or just someone from the village who 

values having a beautiful church. If you can spare an hour once a 
month, then please contact Peter Moull 854538 where your support 

will be gratefully received.

Shoebox Collection.

The Charity Operation Christmas Child takes our filled shoeboxes to 

children who otherwise have nothing at Christmas. The excitement 
and joy on the face of a child when they open a shoebox of Christmas 

treats is a sight to behold!  Leaflets are available in the church to 

explain what to do, but if you don’t want to make up your own box, 

you can leave toiletries, books, pencils and pens, toys and sweets, as 

well as gloves, scarves etc. in the collecting box in the Methodist 
Church. 

Online Diary - Church events and booking.  

St Mary's Church,  Motcombe has an online diary which all can access 
through the team website – www.stmin.org.uk   Please make sure, 

when you organise an event or the use of the church, that you e-mail 

Dennis Jenkinson  on dennisjenkinson@sky.com  (even if he is away) 

or Gill Waine on nickwaine@uwclub.net  to make sure the church isn't 

double booked.

“A spell of severe weather and an outbreak of flu’ had sad-

ly depleted the congregation and, as the minister surveyed 

the tiny choir and sparsely-filled pews, he announced with 

great feeling, “Our first hymn this evening is

 ‘Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing...’ ”                                    

Anon
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WORD  SEARCH

©  BJP 2014

R B R A C E E R O B M A J C T

E L B A T S G N O R H T A W T

G L I A U D I E N C E S I S P

I S E T S I X B O X T N E S O

M H Y V T K N I N E S N S H S

E E R Q E E E R Y E S F T O S

N A A U M N R T C S T A E A E

T F R O U S I N E O R M L L T

D I B R E N A N B I E I P E U

R E I U U V D U M R V L I D M

A L L M R W M A E T O Y R R K

O D M E E S S U R T C O T O C

H O S R N O I S I V I D D H O

C B H P O S Y L B M E S S A L

O S S U N E G A L L I T O L F

BOX TRIO FLOCK SHOAL ELEVEN  LIBRARY REGIMENT

SIX TEAM GENUS TRIBE FAMILY ASSEMBLY TRIPLETS

MUTE BRACE HOARD TRUSS LITTER AUDIENCE COMMUNITY

NEST BROOD HORDE TWINS QUORUM DIVISION OBSERVANCE

NINE CASTE POSSE BASKET STABLE FLOTILLA SHREWDNESS

POSY FIELD SHEAF COVERT THRONG JAMBOREE

With the

letters  left 

over it is 

possible 

 to find : 

museum

“England

 has no kidney bank,

 but it does have 

a Liverpool.”

“ I used to be a banker 

and then 

I lost interest.”
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Copy for December 2014

must  reach the editor, Beryl Pike at: 

4 Melbury Way, Shaftesbury SP7 8SN

or email: keyring@stmin.org.uk

   NO LATER THAN MIDDAY

 Thursday  13th November

Letters to the Editor  and articles  are  
welcome, but should not exceed 200 words. 

Name and address must be supplied.  

Only Promotions and advertisements for events 

within the Shaftesbury Team will be accepted.

The views  expressed  in 

this publication  are not

  necessarily those 

of the  editor.  

The editor reserves the right to omit articles which are too long, and 

perhaps not suitable for Key Ring.   It is in the interest of the reader for 

the editor to improve material in some way, if necessary. Articles will 

be edited at the editor’s discretion. 

  Motcombe in September
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�ick Crump

& Friends
present

a 'concert with a difference'

conventional & unconventional

instruments and music!

Saturday 22nd  Nov  7.30pm

at
St. James' Church

Shaftesbury

Tickets £8 adult 

£5 for under 13s

Tickets on the door.

Refreshments available.

This is a fundraising event

 for the Church Re-ordering Fund.


