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The Shaftesbury Team: 

Team Vicar:    The Revd. Dr Simon Chambers 
The Vicarage, Tanyard Lane, Shaftesbury  
SP7 8HW 
01747 852193  simon@stmin.org.uk  

 
Associate Priest:  The Revd. Jan Crossley 

Tanders, Elm Hill, Motcombe, Shaftesbury, 
SP7 9HR 
01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk  

 
Simon and Jan have Monday as their Rest Day 

 
Co-ordinator for Hospital visiting and Communion 
The Revd. Jan Crossley          852545 
 
Team administrator: Kirsty Wells 

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW 
01747 853060  office@stmin.org.uk 

 
Open from 9.00 till 12 noon Mon - Fri 

Wednesday 10.00 till 12 noon. 
 

Web site: www.stmin.org.uk 
 

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisburyanglican.org  
 

Key ring 
Clergy consultant: The Revd. Dr Simon Chambers 
 
Parish correspondents: 
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263 
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258472331 
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432 
Margaret Marsh  Audrey Roberts  01258 472129 
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819 
Motcombe  Simon Hutchinson 854290 
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980 
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison     m.a.pattison@gmail.com  

 

 

mailto:simon@stmin.org.uk
mailto:jan@stmin.org.uk
mailto:office@stmin.org.uk
http://www.stmin.org.uk/
http://www.salisburyanglican.org/
mailto:m.a.pattison@gmail.com
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Leader Article – February 2015  

It seems to me that February this year is a time for reflection  

We start the month with Candlemas – the presentation of Christ 

at the temple a festival which is both tinged with joy and 

sorrow – not only does Simeon recognise the salvation that 

Jesus will bring, but the pain that Mary will feel as a result of 

our salvation through Jesus’ death on the cross.  

February, this year, also sees the beginning of Lent with Ash 

Wednesday falling on the 18th when we have the opportunity to 

come together as a Team at St James’. Lent offers us the 

opportunity to reflect on our lives in preparation for Easter – a 

traditional fasting or self denial for 40 days, Monday – Saturday 

for 6 weeks and Ash Wednesday to Saturday make up the 40 

days, allowing Sundays as days where we can still celebrate. I 

wonder what we will discover this Lent? 

As an ordinand the whole of my life at the moment is a time for 

reflection. I have been challenged by my studies over the last 

18 months, with modules on Romans, Isaiah & Preaching, 

Worship, Doctrine, Mission, Ecclesiology and Ethics, constantly 

asking the questions, 

 How does this affect what I believe? 

 How can I apply this to daily life/work/worship? 

 What does this mean for us all as a church? 

I am also being challenged by the work life balance, trying to fit 

in family life with working, studying and the occasional (ok not 

so occasional) dog show. 

As I have now gone beyond the half way stage of the course I 

am beginning to reflect on what the future holds for me in my 
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ministry – As I prepare for ordination as a deacon in 2016 (God 

willing) I know that I will not be a full time priest so am looking 

at how this might work alongside other paid employment, not 

knowing where I might be led and needing to trust in God’s 

provision for me and the family. 

Where does all this reflection take us – hopefully during this 

February through the feast of Candlemas and as we begin the 

season of Lent we will all be able to draw closer to God, and 

see afresh the revelation of Simeon as Christ was presented at 

the temple and say afresh together ‘my eyes have seen your 

salvation’ Luke 2:30 

Kirsty 

-------o0o------- 

 

Team News 

Team Vicar Vacancy 

A meeting was held on Friday 16th January, with the PCC’s of St 
Mary’s Motcombe and East & West Orchard and Margaret Marsh, 
along with the profile committee representatives. Rev Helen Dawes 
chaired the meeting as the Team got underway with discussing the 
profile and person specification for the new Team Vicar. PCCs are 
asked to review their profile page and amend as necessary before 
returning it to the Team Office, before Easter 

The Team Vicar post will be advertised in The Church Times on 10th 
and 17th April. 

 The closing date for applications will be 30th April. Short listing of 
applications will take place on 2nd May. Interviews will be on 27th/28th 
May.  

Please continue to pray for this appointment  
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Suppers With Conversation 

After the Team Healing Service at St Peters' on October 26th, we held 
the first of the 'suppers with conversation' at 30 St James' Street, with 
informal, open ended discussion of the Healing Ministry.  On Tuesday 
10th February there will be another 'supper with conversation'  to 
explore more aspects of the healing ministry, before the next healing 
service at St Peters' on Sunday February 15th at 9.30. Please contact  

Andie Blows or Patrick Riley on 01747 853088 if you would like to book 
a place.  You will be most welcome. 
 

 
Diary Dates: 
February 

Sunday 8th   6.00pm  Pilgrim Service 
     St James 
 

Sunday 15th   3.00pm  Snowdrop Service 
       St Peter’s  
 
Tuesday 17th   7.00pm  Churches Together Shrove 

Tuesday Quiz       Father’s House 
 
Wednesday 18th  7.00pm   Team Service for Ash Wednesday 
     St James’ Church 
 

-------o0o------- 
 

Key Ring 

You will have noticed by now that Key Ring has a new look and 

a new feel – any comments or helpful suggestions should be 

emailed to the Team office. 

We are also experimenting with production times. Copy for the 

March issues needs to be emailed to the Team Office by 9.00am 

on Monday  16th February preferably as an A5 Word document.  

Office email: office@stmin.org.uk  or shaftesburyteam@btconnect.com  

mailto:office@stmin.org.uk
mailto:shaftesburyteam@btconnect.com
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St Peter’s 

We are delighted that Harold Jackson has agreed to be our interim 

organist until Easter.  Those with long memories may recall that he was 

previously with St Peter’s several decades ago.  He is now based in 

Sherborne, and we are very pleased that he is ready to help us out over 

the next few weeks. 
 

Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes  

At our service on Sunday 16th November Joan & Cliff Lodge from 

Operation Christmas Child joined us to receive our shoe boxes which 

had been filled with gifts for disadvantaged children. There were about 

50 shoe boxes to take away and Joan told us that they would be going to 

somewhere in Eastern Europe, because we have developed a reputation 

for including beautiful knitted gifts which are more appropriate for the 

cold climate of Eastern Europe in Winter than Africa. Once our shoe 

boxes have been delivered we will receive more news about their 

destination.  
 

During 2014 from time to time a suggestion was made in Key Ring of 

items to bring in to St Peter’s to put in a collecting bin to contribute to 

shoe boxes. These items made a significant difference to the number of 

boxes we were able to send. We will do the same this year. If you 

would like to pack your own shoe box, & follow the plan, the cost will 

spread throughout the year. If you feel unable to wrap and pack your 

own shoe box, bring the items into St Peter’s and by next November we 

should have a good, balanced collection of goodies for the children. All 

the items are available at low cost from Bargains in Shaftesbury or 

could be bought elsewhere. 
 

Decide for which age group and gender you would like to pack your 

box; toddler (2-4), primary school age (5 – 9) or pre-teen to teenage (10 

– 14) and of course boy or girl. If you are a knitter, hats, little bags for 

girls and glove puppets from the patterns provided by Operation 
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Christmas Child are welcome throughout the year. We did not have 

enough glove puppets to put one in each box in 2014.   
 

During February we will concentrate on stationary items. In the boxes 

Elizabeth packs on behalf of members of the congregation the following 

are put in every box: wax crayons for young children or colouring 

pencils for 4years upwards, a small colouring book, a lined paper note 

pad, a plain paper note pad to use as a drawing pad, two pencils, 2 

biros, a rubber and pencil sharpener and a pencil case. Some boxes also 

get a short ruler.  
 

As we went to press, we learned of the deaths of two stalwarts of 

our church. Dr Fred Powell was Churchwarden for many years whilst 

he was the town’s GP.  On retirement, he and his wife moved to 

Compton Chamberlayne, but later returned to Shaftesbury, where they 

were once again familiar figures at our services until ill-health started to 

take its toll.  We hope in a future edition to include an extract from Dr 

Geoffrey Tapper’s address at Dr Powell’s funeral on January 23
rd

. 
 

We also lost Charles Cleall in January.  As a member of the choir, relief 

organist, lay reader and leader of the Crypt Group, Charles was a 

formidable presence in St Peter’s in the first decade of this century.  We 

mourn the passing of these two pillars of our church community. 

 

Toby’s Young Peoples Project. 

This is to thank everyone at St Peter’s for their outstanding generosity, 

particularly over Christmas but also in January, with the food donations 

for Toby’s.  These gifts are so much appreciated and I’m sure make a 

number of disadvantaged young people’s Christmas much more 

enjoyable.  

Our next collection will start in November and continue until 

Christmas.  In the meanwhile, collections for the Foodbank will resume 

as usual.  Many thanks.  Jo Johnson 
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St Mary’s Motcombe 
The Christingle service held at St Mary's, Motcombe on 7 December 

was well attended.  It raised over £200 to further the valuable work 
with disadvantaged children in this country undertaken by the 
Children's Society. 

Services and worship continue as usual in St Mary’s. Please bear 
with us if you find the expected clergy or church leader has changed at 

the last moment, the message to God will still be the same! 

Christmas Services – Though it seems a long time ago, thank you to 

all who came to and took part in the full programme of Christmas 
Services.  The Christingle Service with its flicker of candles was a lovely 
way to get into the Christmas mood. Thanks also to all who donated 
mince pies for the Carol Service and to those who prepared the mulled 

wine and handed out the refreshments after the service.  For the late 
night people, the Christmas Eve Midnight Mass with the Revd. Jan was 
a special way to welcome in the birth of Christ.  We all enjoyed the 

well attended Christmas Day service with Revd. Simon and his parcel 
with endless layers of wrapping paper. It was pleasing to see the many 
visitors as many of our congregation were elsewhere visiting family 

and friends.  

New Vicar -  The PCC has met and with Revd. Helen Dawes, the new 

Team Rector (arriving in the Summer), are reviewing the Church Profile 

for St Mary’s as well as the Profiles for East and West Orchard and 

Margaret Marsh.  These Profiles will be sent to any prospective Vicar 

considering applying for this appointment and will help shape their 

understanding of our beautiful parishes.  

Prayer Meeting -  Our next Prayer Meeting will be held on Tuesday 

3rd February at 2pm at Half Moon House.  You would be most 

welcome.  

Godspell – Rehearsals are well under way for this vibrant musical 

which will be performed on 26th, 27th and 28th March in St Mary’s 

Church.  Buy your tickets soon and save any disappointment!   
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Messy Church The next very popular and fun Messy Church will be 

held on March 8th at 3pm in the School Hall.  Do come along and have 

an enjoyable crafty afternoon! 

Easter Services For your advance planning, Easter Services will be: 

Maundy Thursday at 8pm; Good Friday 2-3pm; Easter day at 9.30 am.  

Online Diary - Church events and booking.   St Mary's Church,  

Motcombe has an online diary which all can access through the team 

website – www.stmin.org.uk  Please make sure when you organise an 

event or the use of the church that you e-mail Dennis Jenkinson  on 

dennisjenkinson@sky.com  or Gill Waine on nickwaine@uwclub.net  to 

make sure the church isn't double booked. 

-------o0o------- 
 
 
Things Children Say.... 

5 year old Reese:  'Our Father, Who does art in heaven, Harold is His 
name.  Amen.'  
 
A little boy was overheard praying: 'Lord, if you can't make me a better 
boy, don't worry about it.  I'm having a good time just as I am.' 
 
A Sunday school teacher asked the children as they were on the way 
to a church service, 'And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?'  
One bright little girl replied, 'Because people are sleeping.' 
A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin 5, and Ryan 3 
The boys began to argue over who would get the first pancake. 
Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson.  'If Jesus were 
sitting here, He would say, 'Let my brother have the first pancake, I can 
wait.'  Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, 'Ryan, you be 
Jesus!' 

-------o0o------- 
 

mailto:dennisjenkinson@sky.com
mailto:nickwaine@uwclub.net
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St James' Church 
 
Christmas Fair 
Our Christmas Fair at the Town Hall was a huge success and the mild, 
sunny weather ensured a really good attendance. A hard-working team 
of people ensured all the stalls looked really festive and inviting.  Hot 
bacon rolls and apple crumble and custard were a welcome and 
warming sustenance to the steady stream of shoppers and passers-by. 
The sum of £1,634 was raised, which included a donation of £60.  The 
raffle raised £674, making the grand total for the day the magnificent 
sum of £2,308.  There are some beautiful photos of the event on the 
Team Ministry website (stmin.org.uk). 
 
'Open The Book' 

On 3 December, the St James' Storytellers were delighted to be able to 
give the children at the Abbey School a different slant on the Christmas 
story - from Joseph's point of view!  A carpenter was working very hard 
to save enough money to marry his fiancée Mary and give her a good 
home - so hard that he fell asleep late one day - and in his dreams 
heard an angel tell him that Mary was going to have a baby, sent by 
God, and he was to look after them and call her son Jesus. 
He woke up, wondering at first what he should do, but then he knew he 
wanted the best for Mary and the babe, so he decided to marry Mary 
so he could look after them both.  They had to travel to Bethlehem to 
be registered and found when they got there all the rooms were taken, 
but a kind innkeeper let them stay in the stable behind the inn. 
Mary had a beautiful baby boy and she gave him to the proud Joseph, 
who showed him off to all the watching children, the innkeeper and the 
Angel.  
The children enjoyed the story and seeing baby Jesus so much that 
they gave the actors a round of happy applause!  
 
Carol Singing around St James in December raised the sum of £178 

for the Children's Society.  Thank you to all those who braved the cold 
weather. 
 
Pilgrim Service 
On Sunday 11th January, we had the latest in our monthly series of 
Pilgrim Services at St James’ Church. The theme was "Direction - 
Compass or true?" Following the Magi in their journey to find a special 
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king, our present-day pilgrims also looked at how we obtain directions 
for our search in life for that which is beyond price. 
What are our own compasses and how accurate are they, what other 
landmarks and beacons might point us in the right direction, and is 
there really a difference between compass North and true North? 
Revd Mary Ridgewell, a most inspired speaker, gave us an 
enlightening and amusing tale of a journey she undertook over the 
Christmas period to a rented cottage in Brixham; she used her own 
previous experience for the first half of the way, then switched to a very 
annoyingly authoritative voice from a satnav., which landed her down a 
narrow lane amidst dustbins above a flight of stone steps down to the 
sea. As it appeared that they were totally lost, who should appear but a 
couple of fishermen, who knew roughly where they needed to be, 
helped them to turn the car amid the welters of bins and point them in 
the right direction, telling them what to look for; at last their landmark 
appeared together with a gesticulating host – they were there! 
Whilst one might be tempted to think of Tom Tom as the ultimate truth, 

other more detailed and subtle directions were necessary, ending with 
the gesticulating man who knew the final hundred yards – maybe from 
Tom Tom to the Divine?! The language drew a real parallel with our 

own journey, and was interspersed with songs from the Celtic tradition, 
and words of support if we felt currently lost in the murk or fog of life’s 
darkness and worry. Afterwards we shared friendship over post 
Christmas mince-pies and hot drinks. 
If you enjoyed the tale above and would like a change from the more 
traditional service, you might find that this sort of informal service 
satisfies a need.  Do join us – the next Pilgrim Service is on Sunday 8th 
February, watch out for more details nearer the date!!  
 
Lent Lunches 

The first of these is on Friday 20th February at the Town Hall from 12 
noon until 1.30pm, then every Friday until 27th March.  There will be a 
Tradecraft Stall and Bring & Buy so all contributions will be gratefully 
received.  Everyone welcome! 
 
Recycling Sale for Sudan 
Our ever-popular sale will take place on Saturday 28th March at the 
Town Hall, so please start sorting out all those things you no longer 
need or want.  Julian Richard will be pleased to receive these and 
larger items can be collected.  (Julian's Tel. No. 852883). 
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Blackmore Vale Magazine 
Chris Mahon is now our link with the BVM Church Windows editorial 
page so please forward anything to him in plenty of time.  Ideally items 
should appear in the issue on the Friday week before the event so he 
would need to receive it by the Tuesday of that week.  (Email: 
chrismahon31@uwclub.net) 
 
Diary Dates 

Tuesday 10th and Wednesday 11th February – Christian Resources 
Exhibition at Westpoint, Exeter. 

Sunday 8th February at 6pm – Pilgrim Service in church. 

Tuesday 17th February – Churches Together - Shrove Tuesday Quiz at 
Father's House. 

Wednesday 18th February – Ash Wednesday Service at St James' at 
7pm.  

Fridays 20th, 27th February – Lent Lunches at Town Hall from 12 noon 
to 1.30pm. 

Sunday 1st March at 3pm with tea. Friends' of St James'. 'Desert Island 
Discs' with Henry Moult from Melbury Abbas. 

Fridays 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th March – Lent Lunches, as above. 

Saturday 28th March – Recycling Sale at Town Hall. 

Saturday 28th March – Official Opening of The Abbey. 

Advance Notice – Sunday 26th April.  APCM at St James'. 10.45 to 
follow the 09.30 Service and coffee.  
 
Reminder that the following take place on a monthly basis: 
 
1st Tuesday 7.00pm Reflective Prayer – Co-ordinator Jenny Webb. 
 
1st Wednesday 2.00pm to 2.20pm, Abbey School Worship in church (to 
include 'Open The Book', Paul Cooper) Revd Simon and Janet Wilson. 
 
2nd Friday of the month 9.30am to 10.30am latest - Prayer Group at 
back of church – Co-ordinator Andie Blows. 
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2nd Sunday - Pilgrim Service, 6pm all year round. – Co-ordinator Mary 
Ridgewell/Paul Cooper. 
 
3rd Sunday – Evensong, 6.30pm summer and 3.30pm in winter  
 
From the Registers 
Baptism 

28th December  Daisy Thompson 
Funerals 
16th December  Brian Harding 
13th January  Deryck Nation 
16th January  Colonel Robin Middlemas RA (Retd) 
 
Abbey School 

The last few weeks of the Autumn term were very busy ones for Abbey 
School. 
The PTFA Christmas Fair was a great success, raising £1,200 for 
school funds. 
Year 4 enjoyed a visit to the Priest's House Museum in Wimborne 
where pupils were able to participate in activities which would have 
been familiar to Victorian children.  They especially enjoyed being 
taught in a Victorian classroom (luckily they were all very well-behaved 
so the cane on teacher's desk was not needed!), baking biscuits and 
making lemonade in a kitchen where they had to light the fire before 
they could begin. 
The Reception Class Nativity Play was again very popular. 
The pupils in Key Stage 1 took part in 'The 1914 Christmas Truce', a 
play with singing and dancing in which British and German Forces and 
their families expressed their personal feelings about the War. 
Deputy Head, Mrs Sandy, arranged a Choir and Band Music Concert 
where soloists, as well as the school choir and band, showed their 
talent. 
All of these events were of an extremely high standard and very much 
enjoyed by the audiences.  Staff and pupils deserve many 
congratulations for all their hard work. 
Term ended with a Carol Service and Christmas Party. 
 

-------o0o------- 
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St John’s Enmore Green 

Friday 6 February    12 noon to 1.30pm 

Community Lunch in the Church. All Welcome 

Donation towards costs appreciated.   
 

Sunday 22nd February 4.00pm in the Church 

My Life and Travels in China 

David Grierson gives a lively, illustrated talk about his work in 

several schools and his travels through that vast country 

Tickets: £8.00   including drinks and Chinese nibbles 

Contact: Jo Churchill on 01747 850432  

jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk 
 

The Team House group is currently meeting on the 2nd and 4th 

Thursdays of the month at 8.00pm in St. John’s Church Hall.  It is 

open to anyone across the Team.  All are welcome.  For more details 

contact Elizabeth (01747 850654) or Gillian (01747 811263) 
 

Gordon Hine was buried in St. John’s Churchyard on the 15 

January.  He was a long term resident of Enmore Green having sung 

in St. John’s choir when he was a boy.  A long life, well lived as his 

CV is a long one but principally he was an elected member of 

Shaftesbury Borough Council from 1963 until 1974 having been 

Mayor 1967/68/69 and Alderman 1971 – 1974,  a member of North 

Dorset District Council 1987 – 2007, and a member of Shaftesbury 

Abbey Museum 1986 – 1996. He joined the Society of Dorset Men 

in 1952 and served as secretary for 23 years.   His love of 

Fairground Organs was well known and he often gave Talks about 

the Collection for Charity and twice supported St. John’s in this 

way.  

mailto:%20%20jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk
mailto:%20%20jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk
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Looking Back  

December began with a jolly Advent Coffee morning giving Enmore 

Greeners an opportunity to chat, buy Christmas gifts, homemade 

cakes and take part in the Christmas raffle. We raised £131.25  

towards necessary maintenance.    

Carol Singing.    Our plea in the Winter issue of Enmore Green 

News paid dividends as people did open their doors when our gallant 

band arrived outside.  We raised £137.00 for the Shaftesbury 

Hope charity.   

Our Carol Service was very well attended with both galleries in use.  

Many thanks to the St. John’s Occasional Singers with their 

conductor Brian Watts who led the singing as well as performing 

their own carols.   

Just before the Big Day, on the 23rd December, fifteen young 

children with parents or grandparents gathered round our 

Christmas Tree in St. John’s and enjoyed craft, singing, stories and 

fun, followed by tea and a small present form the tree.  Once again 

we were glad of the flexibility of our chairs, which we were able to 

move back to give the children plenty of room to enjoy themselves.  

To round off our year, St. John’s had the pleasure of hosting the 

Team Service and celebrated the feast of our patron saint.  Our 

Vicar, Simon, led us in a joyful and inspiring worship which was 

attended by over sixty people.  The collection went to Team funds.  

 

-------o0o------- 
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St Thomas’ Church, Melbury Abbas 
Members of the PCC's from Motombe, Margaret Marsh and the 
Orchards, along with a representative from the other churches in out 
team, met with our Team Rector designate, Helen Dawes, on Friday 
morning to explore and start the process of preparing a profile for the 
appointment of a new Team Vicar. This was an extremely useful 
meeting which gave us an opportunity to discuss with members of 
different parishes to identify what we can celebrate whilst seeking what 
it is that we want for our team in the future. Ann Brooks is our 
representative who will be looking at our existing profile to see if any 
changes need to be made. This will be done in consultation with our 
PCC members. 

For those wishing to use our church mid-week, please make sure that 
you check with either Jan or Kirsty first so that it can be booked in the 
diary.  Otherwise, baptisms, funerals or weddings must take priority if 
your event is not in the diary. 

Breakfast for February is on  Friday 6th April between 8.30 -9.30am. 
and will be followed by Holy Communion at 10am, which is optional. 
Our breakfasts are now well established and we all have a great time 
of fun and fellowship together. There is always room for more people 
so please do come along and join us. You will certainly receive a very 
warm welcome. 

Churches together in Shaftesbury are holding a Quiz Night on Shrove 
Tuesday 17th February. A poster is displayed on our notice board so 
please let either Alan Kirkham or Jan know if you would like to make up 
a team for  Melbury Abbas. Pancakes will be served during the 
evening. 

The Ash Wednesday service  on Wednesday 18th February at 7pm will 
be at St. James this year. Please come along and support our team as 
we worship together. 

Most of us enjoy a cup of coffee after our 9.30am services but sadly 
few people offer to make it which is a great pity. Providing 
refreshments with our new facilities is very easy and there is always 
help on the day, so please consider offering your services so that our 
coffee time continues. Please see either John Porter or Jan. Thank 
you.  
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ST THOMAS’S PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

Our Spring event on Friday, 6
th

 March 2015 will be a talk with slides by 

Nic Griffin based on a voyage from South America to Fiji, covering the 

travelling, culture and history of the different areas.  This will take 

place in the Village Hall at 7 p.m.  

Tickets £10 to include a light supper and glass of wine 

Tickets available from Sue Breach – 01747 853152, Jess Crichton – 

01747 853942 and the Shaftesbury Tourist Information Centre – 01747 

853514 

 

-------o0o------- 
 

In the Diocese 

Labyrinth at Salisbury Cathedral Saturday 7 February, 6.15-7.15pm 

A special Labyrinth will be set up in the North Transept. Come and 
walk it for a period of peace and quiet, to prepare for the season of 
Lent. 

Friday 20 February, 7.30pm The Welsh Sinfonia Wind Quintet in 

concert at Priory Church, Edington BA13 4PG. Full programme and 
Box Office details available online from www.edingtonarts.org. Please 
book by Thursday 19 February! Inquiries to Anne Curtis: 
music@edingtonarts.org. 

Saturday 28 February, from 9.30am Come and Sing Mozart's 
Requiem at United Church, Bradford on Avon BA15 1DD The 

workshop begins at 10am with registration from 9.30am. At 4.30pm, 
the day will conclude with a complete performance of the Requiem with 
soloists. Family and friends are warmly invited to attend free of charge. 
The workshop will finish at approximately 5.30pm.  The cost is £15 for 
the day. Scores can be hired for an additional £2.00. To take part, 
please contact Mrs Catherine Mitchell. Tel: 01225 722381 Email: 
cam.2107@live.co.uk. 

http://www.edingtonarts.org/
mailto:music@edingtonarts.org
mailto:cam.2107@live.co.uk
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Archdeacons’ Visitations Sherborne area: 18 & 21 May; 2, 10 & 18 

June 

Provisional Churchwarden training dates: Sherborne area 20 

October (afternoon into early evening) 

 

-------o0o------- 

 

Churches Together in Shaftesbury 

 

“Open House”    

Community drop-in proposal 

Father’s House Church in Shaftesbury is planning to open a community 

drop-in service to be known as “Open House”. 

 Within a friendly “coffee shop” environment, a number of different 

services will be offered, including but not limited to: emergency aid, 

housing support, budgeting and debt advice, benefit support, as well 

as services linked with a Job Club. All services will be free and 

confidential. 

Initially the service will operate every Tuesday 9-2pm from Father’s 

House Shaftesbury. It is proposed that the service will be staffed by 

volunteers from local churches, who feel a particular concern for the 

least fortunate of their neighbours, and want to do something about it. 

Father’s House believe that Open House will offer vital services needed 

in Shaftesbury and would love to see lots of people from different 

churches getting involved. It would be great to share our experiences, 

skills and resources, people from different churches coming together 

and blessing the community. Jesus said “You shall love your neighbour 
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as yourself.” It is because of the love that Jesus has shown us, that we 

want to be a practical blessing to our community. We will aim to 

generate real and lasting change, tackling poverty by offering practical 

support. Our prayer is that others share this vision and get involved 
 

This proposal was presented to the Churches Together meeting held 

on 7 January and there will be an open meeting at Father’s House on 

Sunday 22 February @ 7:30 p.m. to which anyone interested in getting 

involved is welcome. 
 

As a Core Group, we are passionate about other churches getting 

involved in or volunteering for the project. I have been invited to join 

the set up committee, as I have an interest in developing a Job club to 

help people get into work, plus helping with personal finance and 

budgeting. Please let me, or Helen Croud at Father’s House 

[helen.croud@fathershouseshaftesbury.co.uk], know if you would like 

any more information.  Alan Kirkham alanjean.kirkham@gmail.com  

Our community 

 We are aware Shaftesbury is growing quickly, with a population of 

over 8,000 people Shaftesbury’s services are being over stretched. 

Statistics also show growing population of people living from limited 

incomes. Below are a few statistics:  

 13.2% of the population in Shaftesbury are claiming state welfare 

 7.6% living in Hardship unable to support their families 

 15.2% of Shaftesbury population living in social housing 

-------o0o------- 
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Key Ring  

PRODUCTION 
 

Help Required 
 

Help is required with the collating of the magazine. This is needed 

because the production schedule has had to be altered to help Kirsty, 

who has kindly stepped in to be editor for the time being. Some of the 

existing teams will be unable to help on the new days. 

 

What is involved?         Collating, with a team of three, the 

 printed pages ready for stapling by a different team. 

 

How long does it take?                    About an hour and a half. 

 

When is it done?             Bi-monthly, at 2.00 pm on a Wednesday 

 

Where is it done?                St John’s Church Hall, Enmore Green. 

 

Please, Please, is there anyone who can help??      

(and ensure we all get our Key Ring) 

 
If you can, please call Bernard Thomas on;- 

01747  858479   or   bernard.thomas@tesco.net 

 

Thank you. 
 

mailto:bernard.thomas@tesco.net

