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The Shaftesbury Team: 

Team Vicar:    The Revd. Dr Simon Chambers 
The Vicarage, Tanyard Lane, Shaftesbury  
SP7 8HW 
01747 852193  simon@stmin.org.uk  

 
Associate Priest:  The Revd. Jan Crossley 

Tanders, Elm Hill, Motcombe, Shaftesbury, 
SP7 9HR 
01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk  

 
Simon and Jan have Monday as their day of rest 

 
Co-ordinator for Hospital visiting and Communion 
The Revd. Jan Crossley          852545 
 
Team administrator: Kirsty Wells 

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW 
01747 853060  office@stmin.org.uk 

 
Open from 9.00 till 12 noon Mon, Tues, Fri 

Wednesday 10.00 till 12 noon. 
 

Web site: www.stmin.org.uk 
 

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisburyanglican.org  
 

Key ring 
Clergy consultant: The Revd. Dr Simon Chambers 
 
Parish correspondents: 
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263 
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331 
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432 
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129 
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819 
Motcombe  Simon Hutchinson 854290 
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980 
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison     m.a.pattison@gmail.com  

 

mailto:simon@stmin.org.uk
mailto:jan@stmin.org.uk
mailto:office@stmin.org.uk
http://www.stmin.org.uk/
http://www.salisburyanglican.org/
mailto:m.a.pattison@gmail.com
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Leader Article – June 2015  

The Vicar who succeeded me in my last parish is moving on, and in his 

final article for the parish magazine he has listed some of the many 

new initiatives he has launched over the last ten years:   

‘Breakfast with the girls’                                                                                                                              

‘Men’s Supper Clubs’                                                                                                                                 

Scripture Union event with the schools and so on. 

It is an impressive list.  But, rather cynically, I found myself thinking:  

‘Yes, but to what extent has all this increased the size of the 

worshipping congregation?’ 

In the same edition of the magazine was an article by the Bishop of St. 

Albans, who has been deeply involved in ‘Fresh Expressions’.  He 

mentioned many examples:  a church that meets in a Market Theatre; 

meetings in pubs, where questions were texted to the speaker and put 

up on a screen behind him; a café church; Messy Churches; pioneer 

ministers (and I immediately thought of Eve Pegler’s ministry); lunch 

clubs that include prayer and worship; dog walkers that meet to pray 

and read the Bible. 

Over the last ten years, the Bishop wrote, there has been an 

extraordinary growth in new styles of churches across the country, 

based in every main line Christian denomination, involving tens of 

thousands of people. 

So, what is a fresh expression of church?  It is a ‘new gathering or 

network that engages mainly with people who have never been to 

church.  There is no single model, but the emphasis is on starting 

something which is appropriate to its context.’  That sounds much like 

the pattern of ministry Jesus set.  A fresh expression is a form of 

church for our changing culture, established primarily for the benefit of 

people who are not yet members of any church.  It will perhaps 

particularly appeal to the younger generation.  It is not a bridge project, 

to which people belong for a while before going to ‘proper’ church.  The 

aim is not to provide a stepping stone into existing church, but to form a 

new church in its own right.  Some people do end up moving into a 
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more traditional church, others see the fresh expression as their 

church, while others again have a foot in both. 

All this reminded me of David Tomlinson’s book: ‘How to be a bad 

Christian … And a better human being’.  I warmly recommend this 

book, though it is a challenging read, especially for those of us who 

come from a traditional background.  It is written for the countless 

ordinary people who may cringe at organised religion, have little time 

for creeds and doctrines and churchgoing, yet who nevertheless 

attempt to live in the spirit of Christianity.   

Fresh Expressions;  ‘How to be a bad Christian’.  Such themes have 

helped me think again about my own aims and objectives when I was 

in full time ministry.  So much of my energy was spent in trying to build 

up the congregation, increase the number of people coming to church.  

Yes, there were new initiatives, but these were in the main aimed at 

increasing the size of the worshipping congregation.   

Most of these were, as I can now see, bridge projects, stepping stones 

into a more traditional form of worship.  There is nothing bad in that, 

but such an attitude can all too easily encourage one to devalue other 

kinds of new approaches.   

The Bishop of St. Albans concludes his article:  ‘We need both new 

and old ways of being church and we need to learn from the other and 

support one another as we seek to proclaim Christ to this generation.’  

That, surely, is what our mission is all about – to proclaim Christ to this 

generation, to introduce people to God and Jesus, to help people ask 

fundamental questions about the purpose and meaning of life, to 

encourage them on their spiritual journey, in whatever direction that 

may develop.  There are many ways of doing that. 

We need perhaps discernment to see in which direction God is calling 

what is after all His church, and holy courage to follow. 

     Richard Huband 

 

-------o0o------- 
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Team News  

Licensing of The New Team Rector 

The New Team Rector; Rev. Helen Dawes will be licensed on 

Wednesday 9th September 7.00pm in St James’ church. All are 

welcome. 

Refreshments will be served afterwards in Abbey School – 

contributions of food from the churches are being sought, please see 

your church warden for your church list. 
 

-------o0o------- 
 

Team Service 

There will be a Team Service on Sunday 13th September in St Peter’s 

Church at the later time of 11.00am. This will be followed by a bring 

and share lunch, which will be a lovely opportunity to meet Helen, 

Jonathan and the family more informally.  
 

-------o0o------- 
 

May Team Service Collection  

The amount raised was as follows: 
  

Gift Aided             £325.50 
Not Gift Aided      £147.05 
Total collected     £472.55 
Tax recoverable    £ 81.38 

  

Total amount to be sent   £553.93 to Christian Aid for those suffering in 
Nepal  

-------o0o------- 
 

Team House Group  

The Team House group meets at St John’s Church hall on 23rd 

July, 13th & 27th August at 8.00pm. All Welcome  
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The Team Retreat – Everyday Disciples 

There are a few places left for the 2015 Team Retreat,  which will 

be led by Revd. Helen Dawes, shortly after she takes up her post 

as our new Team Rector.   

The theme of the Retreat is ‘Everyday Disciples’  and it will take 

place from Friday 25th September to Sunday 27th September in the 

beautiful setting of Abbey House, Glastonbury.   

The weekend will cost between £135 and £140 (depending  on 

numbers), including all food and accommodation. If you would like to 

come, please let me know before the  end of July.  The application 

form is on the team website.   Or you can phone me (01747 811263) 

or send me an email (gillian@gilliancross.co.uk) and I’ll post one to 

you..   

-------o0o------- 

Christian Aid  A HUGE THANK YOU FROM CHRISTIAN AID 

With Christian Aid Week behind us for another year, the Shaftesbury 

Area Committee would like to thank everyone who donated, collected 

and in any way helped towards making it such a worthwhile effort.  A 

grand total of £3551.50 was banked and sent to HQ, with the gift-aided 

total yet to be calculated.  Following the generous response to the Nepal 

earthquake appeal, this was an amazing result – but maybe we shouldn’t 

have been surprised – the folk in the Shaftesbury area are unfailingly 

supportive and, on behalf of CA and all those who will benefit, we are 

very grateful. 

We have just two more events this year – our Harvest Lunch and the 

autumn Quiz, which both take place in October.  Details will follow 

later but meantime, we hope you will all enjoy a splendid summer 

-------o0o------- 

mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
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Rev Michael Roy Lambert Vicar in Shaftesbury in the 1970s has just 

published a book of his school-time memories available via the link below. 

All profits will go to Cancer research http://www.amazon.co.uk/Mere-

Memories-Revd-M-Lambert/dp/1511656727 

-------o0o------- 

Music for a Summer Evening 

Dulcima and The Gravellers directed by Linda and Mike Brown, 

accompanied by Sam Ryall, will be singing in St Mary’s Church, 

Motcombe Dorset SP7 9NT on Saturday 11th July at 7.30pm. 

The two choirs have a very wide repertoire and offer a delightful 

evening’s entertainment.Tickets costing £10 include wine and excellent 

nibbles and are available from the Village Shop in Motcombe or 01747 

851780 or 101747 853688. 

In aid of the Friends of North Dorset Women’s Refuge 

(charity no:1096656) 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Mere-Memories-Revd-M-Lambert/dp/1511656727
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Mere-Memories-Revd-M-Lambert/dp/1511656727
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The Lui Link 

Our South Sudan link is regularly mentioned in the pew sheets and in 

our intercessions, but there are now so many major trouble spots around 

the world that the challenges faced in and around Lui may tend to fade 

into the background.  Here’s a brief reminder. 

The Blackmore Vale Deanery’s link with the Diocese of Lui dates from 

2009.  Lui is a rural Diocese of some 5,000 sq miles located just 4-5° N 

of the Equator in East Mundri County, Western Equatorial State, South 

Sudan. It is centred on the main town of Lui and the Fraser Memorial 

Cathedral. Whether in towns or villages, the majority of the population 

live in traditional mud and thatch tukuls in family compounds. Many 

will remember the visit to us of Lui’s new bishop, Stephen Dokolo, in 

2013, when he attended the 40
th
 anniversary celebrations of the 

Salisbury Diocese link with the Episcopal Church in Sudan, and now 

also South Sudan.   

Funds raised by parishes in Blackmore Vale have been used for 

contributions towards costs of representatives’ travel; school materials 

and education; bicycles and motorcycles for church ministers and 

workers; and training of teachers for the church school.  Children from 

church schools contributed play materials for the new pre-school 

groups, in particular quantities of Duplo Lego. Mothers’ Unions 

contributed to provide over 300 badges that were requested for 

Mothers’ Union members in Lui. 

The Deanery had organized visits to Lui in the four years prior to 2013, 

but the current civil strife in the region has prevented visits since then. 

There was a brief outbreak of violence in Lui town in January 2014 and, 

in late 2014, Lakamadi archdeaconry was affected by conflict leaving a 

number of parishioners displaced from their homes and in need of 

basics like water, food, housing and healthcare. Then in May this year, 

violence broke out in Mundri, the next town, about 12 miles from Lui.  
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It still is not clear what the cause was - the South Sudanese rebels 

claimed that they had taken the town, but local people have reported 

that there were no rebels present and that the members of the 

Government army blamed locals when 2 soldiers were killed (not by 

locals but by other soldiers) and rampaged around beating locals, 

burning houses and destroying the market.  The inhabitants of Mundri 

fled into the bush, just as they did during the war for independence from 

the North, and the inhabitants of Lui did the same. 

Bishop Stephen has emailed the Deanery saying that "the people in the 

Diocese of Lui are living at the moment in fear and because of that they 

are hiding in the bushes around the diocese but have no food to eat, 

medicine or clean drinking water.   This is the cultivation season and 

people are supposed to be working in their family garden/farm but, 

because of the war, planting of crops is not possible and this means 

people are not having food now to eat and more famine is under way if 

the situation is not helped.  The current situation has brought back the 

memories of the war that we went through as a nation during our 

liberation struggle. We have many bright school age children who are 

now hiding with their parents with no hope of education.   We know 

most of you are praying for us as a diocese as well as a nation. We do 

not know when the war will stop but people are suffering and dying 

daily without your help we are helpless” 

Although the disastrous May events are not yet recorded on the website, 

there is more general information about the Deanery link at:  

http://pilgrimparishes.btck.co.uk/Lui-ourlinkwithSouthSudan\ 

The Deanery has offered to send Bishop Stephen the £5,000 that was 

going to be spent on education and Mothers' Union, so he can use it for 

humanitarian purposes. They are waiting to hear again from him, as his 

access to email is very limited.  The Deanery asks us to pray as much as 

possible for the safety of the people of Lui and for peace, which is so 

much needed. 

http://pilgrimparishes.btck.co.uk/Lui-ourlinkwithSouthSudan/
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St Peter’s  

Reflections on the vacancy 

As Revd Simon Chambers reminded us in last month’s Key Ring 

leader, the vacancy has been a challenge for all our team churches and 

for the two remaining clergy.  We at St Peter’s probably felt this most 

of all, losing not only the leadership and organization provided by both 

Clive and Jean, but soon afterwards our organist Greg Underwood.  By 

the time the next issue of Key Ring appears, we will be looking forward 

to the imminent arrival of Revd Helen Dawes to bring new leadership 

both to our parish and to the whole team.  So this is a good moment to 

reflect on the past year. 

Our churchwardens Joe and Ros have done an excellent job in keeping 

St Peter’s on course.  They have been greatly assisted by our town’s 

splendid phalanx of retired clergy who have borne the brunt of leading 

our services, notably John Fuller, Patrick Riley, Eric Sellgren, Darrell 

Weyman and Christopher Wray;  by our acting musical director Harold 

Jackson, our resurgent Music Group and others who have helped 

maintain our fine music tradition, by Kirsty’s efforts in the Team Office 

at a time of great demand on it, and by the many parishioners who have 

stepped in to lead our various ministries, including Sunday School, the 

reading club, the healing team, HOTS and more.  The numbers 

attending our services have held up during this long vacancy, which is a 

very positive sign of our continuing the love and mission that Clive 

instilled in St Peter’s. As a congregation, we can feel that we have 

stepped up to the plate and can now look forward with optimism to the 

next phase in our church’s long history. 
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Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes  

If you are following the 10-month plan to fill a shoe box for a child in 

need, in July we will be concentrating on Toys. There is a wide range to 

choose from, but whatever you buy needs to be small enough not to 

take up too much room. If necessary it can be removed from its 

packaging. Please avoid anything to do with war and anything sharp. A 

soft toy is a possibility for younger children, model vehicles, a kinetic 

or clockwork toy, a doll or a tea set, or a set of model animals are all 

suitable. For older girls hair accessories may be a good choice. Knitters 

may like to make a pretty bag for a girl. 

For August, it will be Toiletries. In the boxes packed on behalf of 

members of the congregation the following items are all included for 

each child: toothpaste. toothbrush, soap, flannel, brush or comb. 

When you have made your purchase, pop it in your shoe box if you are 

intending to make up your own box, or bring it into St Peter’s and place 

it in the small swing bin in the tower area. 

Church Clean 18
th
 July from 9.30-12.30, coffee will be provided. 

Please bring dusters and polish, window cleaner. It will be lovely to 

have the church clean, ready for the new Rector. 

From the Registers 

Baptism 

17 May:  Elsie Hope Mullins 

Marriage 

13 June:  Theresa Way and David Merefield 
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St John’s Enmore Green 

Friday 3 July 

Community Lunch in the Church.  All welcome. 

No need to book just come along.  A donation towards costs is 

appreciated.  

 

Thursday 23 July  8.00pm 

Team House Group in St. John’s Church Hall 

       

Friday 7 August    12 noon to 1.30pm 

Community Lunch in the Church. All Welcome 

No need to book, just come along.  A donation towards costs is 

appreciated. 

 

Thursday 13 August 8.00pm 

Team House Group in St. John’s Church Hall 

 

Thursday 27 August 8.00pm 

Team House Group in St. John’s Church Hall 
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas 

Services in July 

Sunday   5
th

 July   8.00am Prayer Book Holy Communion 

Sunday 12
th

 July   6.30pm Village Songs of Praise  

Sunday 19
th

 July 11.00am Holy Communion with hymns 

 

Thank You 

We are very grateful to Val Birrell, who opened her beautiful garden  at 

Cornhill Cottage on 23rd May.  Eighty five people visited the  garden, 

which features rhododendrons, camellias and interesting trees,  and the 

afternoon raised £522 for St Mary’s church funds.  Thank you, Val, for 

your generosity and hard work. 

Village Songs of Praise 

For generations, the people of Compton Abbas and Twyford have 

enjoyed praising God by singing hymns together.  Join us as we 

continue this tradition and then share refreshments in the Hall.  If  there 

are hymns that you feel are particularly associated with our village, 

please let one of the Churchwardens know and we will try to include it 

in the service. 

Pam Gillespie 

We are sorry to announce the recent death of Pam Gillespie, who was  

Churchwarden at Compton for several years before she and her 

husband, Rory. moved to Kirkudbright .  Pam and Rory did a lot for St 

Mary’s  and Pam will be very much missed by those who knew her. 
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St Peter’s St James’ 

St John’s 

Enmore 

St Mary’s 

Motcombe 

July 5
th
  

Trinity 5 

9.30am 

Family Service 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

6.30pm 

Evensong 

11.00am 

HC BCP 

June 12
th
  

Trinity 6 

8am 

HC BCP 
 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

9.30am 

HC Merbeke 
4 

6pm Pilgrim  

Service 

11.15am 

HC CW1 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

June
 
19

th
  

Trinity 7 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

9.30am 

HC CW1 
 

6.30pm  

Evensong 

11.15am 

HC CW1 

8am 

HC BCP 

 

9.30am 

The Gathering  

June 26
th
   

Trinity 8 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

 8.00am 

HC BCP 
 

9.30am  

HC CW1 

11.15am 

Family Service 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

August 2
nd

  

Trinity 5 

9.30am 

Family Service 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

6.30pm 

Evensong 

11.00am 

HC BCP 

August 9
th
  

Trinity 6 

8am 

HC BCP 
 

9.30 a.m. 

HC CW1 

9.30am 

HC Merbeke 
 

6pm Pilgrim  

Service 

11.15am 

HC CW1 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

August 16
th 

Trinity 7  

9.30am 

HC CW1 

9.30am 

HC CW1 
 

6.30pm  

Evensong 

11.15am 

HC CW1 

8am 

HC BCP 
 

9.30am 

Family Service   

August 23
rd

  

Trinity 8 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

 8.00am 

HC BCP 
 

9.30am  

HC CW1 

11.15am 

Family Service 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

August 30
th
  

Trinity 9 
10.00am Team Service – Margaret Marsh 

September 6
th
  

Trinity 10 

9.30am 

Family Service 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

6.30pm 

Evensong 

11.00am 

HC BCP 
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 St Mary’s 

Compton 

St Thomas 

Melbury 

St Margaret 

M Marsh 

St Thomas 

E Orchard 

St Luke 

W Orchard 

July 5
th
  

Trinity 5 

8am 

HC BCP 
 

11.15am 

HC BCP 
 

6.30pm 

 

June 12
th
  

Trinity 6 
 

11.00am  

HC CW1  
11.00am 
@ W.O. 

 

June
 
19

th
  

Trinity 7 
11.00am 
HC CW1 

11.00am  
Matins 

11.00am 

Matins 
  

June 26
th
   

Trinity 8 

 

 

 

 

11.00am 

HC CW1 

11.00am 

Matins 

 

 

August 2
nd

  

Trinity 5 

8am 

HC BCP 
 

11.00am 

HC BCP 
 

6.30pm  

HC CW1 

August 9
th
  

Trinity 6 
 

11.00am  

HC CW1  
11.00am 
@ W.O. 

 

August 

16
th 

Trinity 7  

11.00am 
HC CW1 

11.00am  
Matins 

11.00am 

Matins 
  

August 

23
rd

  

Trinity 8 

 

 

 

 

11.00am 

HC CW1 

11.00am 

Matins 

 

 

August 

30
th
  

Trinity 9 

10.00am Team Service – Margaret Marsh 

Sept 6
th
  

8am 

HC BCP 
 

11.00am 

HC BCP 
 

6.30pm  

HC CW1 
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Weekday Services 

St Peter’s  8.00am  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

St Mary’s Motcombe  8.30am  Monday – Saturday 

St Thomas Melbury  8.30am  Friday 

 

Holy Communion 

10.30am  Wednesday   St Peter’s 

7.00pm  Thursday  St James’ 

10.00am  Friday    St Mary’s Motcombe 

10.00am  Friday (once a month) St Thomas’, Melbury Abbas 

 

L.P.A. News 

Some of us have been to a Quiet Day at Grove Farm, Melbury 

Abbas.  We had a lovely welcome from Sarah starting with 

coffee and biscuits and finishing our day with homemade 

scones, jam and cream. 

Jill Fuller led our day, which was entitled Embodied Prayer - a 

chance to rest and reflect.  We started with prayer and the day 

involved three parts - In God's Hand, Best Foot Forward and 

Finding the Voice. It was interesting when we discussed how 

important these parts of our body are to how we respond to 

life.  This led us to talking together and also to quiet times 

when we could go for a walk or sit in beautiful gardens - the 

weather was kind to us so we were able to relax and "just be" 

with God. 

It was a most enjoyable and fulfilling day and we say a big 

‘thank you’ to Jill for all she did to make our day so prayerful 

and rewarding. 

Ann D. 
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The Orchards & Margaret Marsh 

Villages Fete 2015 will be held on Saturday 18th July.at 

the home of Martin and Elspeth Scott,Duncliffe Hall 

Farm, Stour Row at 2.30pm. Look out for Raffle tickets 

and Fete posters with all Fete attractions. 

 

East Orchard Church 

All services arranged for St Thomas’ will continue for the 

moment be held at St Luke’s West Orchard. So please 

remember it’s your turn for cleaning or flower arranging. 

Please keep to your rota and contact Annie Barnes or Jan 

Foot for keys. 
 

Golf Day 12th August – Please contact Alan Roberts (01258 

472129) if you would like to take part or offer to sponsor the 

event. There will be a Supper in the evening at Duncliffe Hall 

Farm, Green Lane, Stour Row. 

 

Tea And Chat 

The July T&C will be held on Wednesday 22nd at Manor Farm 
Annexe, West Orchard (Phil and Rita Stranger). Philip and 
Dorothy Trowbridge will host in August on Wednesday 26th. 
Times 2.30pm to 3.30pm. Remember, everyone is welcome. 
 
Ride and Stride Saturday 12th September. There is still time 
to enter. Please contact Annie Barnes or Rita Stranger. 
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The Orchards 

Plant Sale – correction. The takings were in fact £587.50, 

still a fantastic amount. Thanks to all who supported 

 

SERVICES will continue in the normal pattern 

The Team Barn Service will be held at Marsh Farm 

Bungalow barn on 30th August 

The Country Show in aid of Fortuneswell Cancer Trust and 

Medical Oncology Research Fund Poole Hospital will be held 

on Saturday 1st August at School House Farm, West Orchard, 

from 11am. A great day out for all the Family. 
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St Thomas’ Melbury Abbas  

Hidden Gardens of Melbury Abbas. 

The week end of the 6/7th June saw 13 gardens across the parish and 

beyond opened to the public. Tickets in the form of a map, teas, cakes 

and a wide variety of plants were sold at the Village Hall before the 

intrepid garden hunters set out along our narrow lanes to find the 

gardens. The weather was kind – Sunday was particularly pleasant – 

and we had lots of visitors. About £1700 was raised to be divided 

between the Village Hall and the Church. Thanks and congratulations 

to Liz Lindsay-Rea, who dreamt up the idea and organized the days, 

and to all those who printed cards, maps, signs, made tea and cakes, 

distributed leaflets, put up signs, blew up balloons and opened their 

gardens. It was all great fun. 

Dates for Your Diary 

4th July – Saturday at 3.30pm - St Thomas’ Patronal Festival – Songs 

of Praise (Hymns and Pimm’s) –  Peoples favourite hymns will be sung 

and weather permitting  glasses of Pimm’s will be served in the 

churchyard.  So come along and celebrate with us as we thank God for 

village and church life. 

 

19th August – Gillingham and Shaftesbury Show – Once again St 

Thomas’ Church Preservation Society stall will be selling delicious 

sandwiches, quiches and cakes.  

9th September – 7.00pm Licensing of the Team Rector, Helen Dawes, 

in St James’ Church. You are all invited to this service which will be 

conducted by the Bishop Nicholas. Refreshments will be available in 

the school hall afterwards. 

13th September – 11.00am Team Service in St Peter’s Church 

followed by a Bring and Share Lunch. Helen would like the opportunity 

to meet as many people as possible. Please make every effort to come 

along to this service. 
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4th October – 11.00am Harvest Festival in St Thomas’s Church. 

Volunteers Wanted 

We are still looking for volunteers to be “Sacristans” [who prepare the 

altar before the service – full training given] and Chalice Assistants. If 

you feel you can help or want more information, please contact the 

Revd Jan Crossley or our Churchwarden, John Porter. 

Volunteers Wanted 

We are still looking for volunteers to be “Sacristans” [who prepare the 

altar before the service – full training given] and Chalice Assistants. If 

you feel you can help or want more information, please contact the 

Revd Jan Crossley or our Churchwarden, John Porter. 

 

From the Register 

Wedding 13th June Mark Archer and Gillian Potter 

 

 

 

St Thomas’ Church Preservation Society 

We are having our usual stall at the Gillingham and 
Shaftesbury Show on Wednesday 19th August, and 
would be glad of any contributions of cakes, jams, 

chutneys, biscuits, sandwiches and other lunchtime snacks.  Instead of 
these, any donations of cash towards the cost of hiring the stall are 
most welcome.  Your contributions can be delivered to GREENLANDS 
HOUSE, FOOTS HILL, on 18th AUGUST by 4.30pm.  If you have a 
problem with delivery, please contact either, Jess Crichton 853942, 
Juliet Bichard 851836, or Sue Breach 853152 and we can arrange 
collection.  
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St James’ 

A Choral Evensong with a difference!  We were delighted to welcome a 70-

strong Shaftesbury Community Choir on Sunday 17
th
 May, under the assured 

direction of David Grierson.  It was a wonderful experience and a packed 

congregation enjoyed a number of styles of music full of rythmic energy and 

vitality.  We hope to welcome them again to St James' some time in the future. 

Many thanks to the Choir and David. 

The weather couldn't have been more perfect for Philippa and Nick Forrest's 

Open Garden and Cream Tea Event on May 23
rd

, which was enjoyed by over 

50 people.  This event raised £208 for St James'. 

Gillian Cross, renowned children's author, gave an interesting and amusing 

talk on Friday 5
th
 June for The Friends' of St James. It was a small informal 

affair of two halves, separated by an interval with delicious drinks and nibbles.  

In the first half, Gillian talked around the process of writing one of her most 

recent books 'After Tomorrow', which imagines English people becoming 

refugees in France after an economic meltdown.  She interspersed her talk 

with reading short appropriate extracts from the book. 

Gillian is one of the UK Patrons of Reading.  As she said, getting children into 

reading for pleasure is a vital part of their education.  Today around 9,000 

books per year are published for children in the UK alone.  In reply to 

questions, she explained that she had been a mum, studying as well as writing 

like mad whilst the children were at school, sending books to publishers, most 

of which came back and had almost given up when two publishers replied that 

they wanted to publish her.  She explained her extremely popular Demon 

Headmaster books, which have been made into TV serials, plays and even a 

musical!  She mentioned how valuable libraries were for children, as they 

could browse to find out what interests them.   

She made us all envious when talking of the international conferences she 

attends!  Philippa drew the evening to a close with a vote of thanks and hearty 

applause from all present. 

Chris Mahon's 70
th
 birthday lunch on Sunday 14

th
 June at Susan and Murray 

Walker's was a really enjoyably occasion, and the weather was fine.  

Congratulations to Chris on his Big 7-0 and to Susan for the wonderful food. 
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Pilgrim Service Sunday 14
th
 June had the theme 'The Water of Life". Jesus 

tells us in the Bible that ordinary water only quenches for a while, but his water 
refreshes us for life. Lord, give us some of this water!!  Our Pilgrim is under a 
cloudless sky and scorching sun, discovering how difficult it is to get a drink of 
water! Maybe he is asking himself how long would this refreshment last him – 
just to the next oasis? 

The language speaks to us at whatever stage we are in our own journey, and 
is interspersed with songs from the Celtic tradition.  We share  friendship and 
refreshments afterwards.  If you would like a change from the more traditional 
service, you might find that this quenches a thirst!  Our next Pilgrim Service is 
on Sunday 9

th
 August at 6.0pm    Do join us – you will be very welcome!  

______________________________________________________ 

QPM Choir at Evensong on Sunday 19
th

 July 

QPM (Quoque Plures Mulieres, Latin for 'Too many women') is an ad hoc 

ladies' choir based in Salisbury. It was formed in 2013 and, since then, has 

sung at services in Salisbury and Southwark cathedrals as well as several 

other churches.  They have also given a very successful concert which 

included Britten's Ceremony of Carols. The responses being used at this 

event will be receiving their world premiere, having been commissioned by 

QPM from Richard Shephard, a former lay clerk at Salisbury Cathedral. 

 

From the Registers: 

Funerals 

John Mullins on Monday 11
th
 May at Charlton Parish Church. 

Christine (Chris) Beryl Brady on Tuesday 9
th
 June, with interment in St James' 

churchyard. 

Baptism 

Emily Goddard on Sunday 21
st
 June 
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Diary Dates 

July 

Thursday 9
th 

 – 2.00pm PCC meeting in the church. 

Sunday 12
th
 at 6.00pm – Pilgrim Service 

Tuesday 14
th
 at 7.30pm – Visiting Bell ringers 

Sunday 19
th
 at 6.30pm – Sung Evensong with QPM Choir 

August 

Tuesday 11
th
 Friends' of St James' – Pimm’s Night 

Saturday 15
th
 from 6.00pm to 9.00pm – Bell ringers 

Sunday 9
th
 at 6.00pm – Pilgrim Service 

Sunday 16
th 

 at 6.30pm – Sung Evensong 

 

Abbey School Report 

Meetings have been held for parents of children entering Reception in 

September. There will be a full complement of children, reflecting the 

popularity of the school. 

Year 3 Assembly was an excellent  presentation of 'What the Romans did for 

Us' complete with costumes and props. 

Prayer Partners' and friends' Open the Book presentation at Collective 

Worship at the beginning of May was the story of 'The Empty Tomb' and in 

June they enacted 'The Road to Emmaus', both of which were well-received 

by the children. 
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Diocesan News 

Our Cathedral Canon Treasurer Announced as Bishop 

The Revd Dame Sarah Mullally  to be new Bishop of Crediton  

The Revd Dame Sarah Mullally, Salisbury 

Cathedral's Canon Treasurer, is to be the 

next Bishop of Crediton in the Diocese 

of Exeter.  

Dame Sarah, who has been at the Cathedral 

for three years, has been responsible for 

overseeing the care and maintenance of the 

buildings and delivering of its major repair 

programme, which is now 85% complete. She 

has also played a major role in developing the cathedral's 

important visual arts policy.  

Bishop Nicholas said, "I am delighted with Sarah's appointment, 

though extremely sad to be losing her from Salisbury Cathedral 

and this Diocese. I have no doubts that as Bishop of Crediton 

she will make an outstanding contribution to the Diocese of 

Exeter and to the Church of England. I very much look forward 

to partaking in her ordination as Bishop in Canterbury Cathedral 

on 22 July." 

 

Tuesday 9 July,  

12noon-4.00pm ‘Developing Tweenagers/Equipping Leaders’ at the 

DEC, Wilton Engaging children for long-term faith as they transition to 

secondary school. Suitable for clergy, parish workers and volunteers, 

governors and chaplains. Course tutor: Lizzie Whitbread. 

http://www.salisbury.anglican.org/learning/youth-and-

children/developing-tweenagers-equipping-leaders 

http://stmin.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=265ee8a7fa731d0cab8251eb8&id=37df7375c5&e=bb5f02e787
http://www.salisbury.anglican.org/learning/youth-and-children/developing-tweenagers-equipping-leaders
http://www.salisbury.anglican.org/learning/youth-and-children/developing-tweenagers-equipping-leaders
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Magna Carta Pilgrimage Hailed  

14th June 2015 Bishop 
Nicholas and the Dean 
leading the pilgrimage off 

from Old Sarum  

The Bishop of Salisbury, 
the Rt Revd Nicholas 
Holtam, led 700 pilgrims 
this afternoon on a 2½ 
mile pilgrimage to 
Salisbury Cathedral from 
the ruins of its 
predecessor at Old 
Sarum.  

The pilgrimage celebrated 800 years since the sealing of Magna Carta, 
one of the four surviving copies of which is at Salisbury Cathedral. The 
document will have made an almost identical journey from Old Sarum 
in the mid 13th Century.  

Bishop Nicholas said, “Magna Carta placed everyone under the rule of 
law – even the king. It is a way of holding power to account. Magna 
Carta is a document with roots in the Scriptures and which is 
foundational for the tradition of human rights and freedoms of today. 
Human rights defenders on every continent continue to appeal to 
Magna Carta. The letter and the spirit of Magna Carta still challenges 
our and other governments when the act in ways that are outside the 
rule of law.  
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My “Elephant in the room” – What’s to do?! (2) Paul Cooper 

Last month I said that it seems important to me that we make ‘mission’ 

a ‘continuous process.’ Mission does not have to only be tub-thumping 

on street-corners, or from the pulpit, as these public occasions, I feel, 

are only for the few. But, thankfully, there are other things that the 

rest of us can do. 

If we consider ‘talking the Christian talk and telling the un-churched 

about Jesus’ across the whole spectrum of communication we could 

include globally, nationally, then - more locally – by, say, diocese, and 

then down to area, Team and parish, not forgetting the importance of 

individuals in this process. I think that an area initiative might feel the 

right size, but people may have reservations. 

I am encouraged by the talk of ‘mission’ locally – in sermons, in APCM 

Reports and in the Job Descriptions for our incoming clergy. Mission 

however is both ‘talk’ and ‘walk’ – word and example. 

But how to ‘talk the talk’? Maybe we work within a Churches Together 

- or a Team or a parish - initiative like an Alpha or an Emmaus Course 

for the ‘Enquirers’. And, alongside this could be, individual meetings 

and small discussion groups in people’s houses as follow-up, or 

children’s fun activities in church to remove the fear of entering these 

‘holy buildings.’  

Should we not also look at other possibilities for outreach, for which 

people actually come to us (rather than us going to them!) – i.e. for 

baptisms, weddings and funerals and devise ‘follow-up’ procedures to 

build upon these initial contacts? 

We might also consider starting a new congregation for the un-

churched in a form and language which is a ‘fresh expression of 

church’, and not a part of any current church, and certainly employing 

today’s language for today’s world! 
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What is also important is ‘walking the Christian walk - showing people 

about your faith-in-action’ both within the local community, and 

further afield, if possible. This action makes more impression than 

mere words, and often generates a feeling of: “I would like to belong 

to this lot – there’s something special about them.” 

If we plan to ‘walk the walk’ on a Shaftesbury area basis do we not 

need to analyse the shortcomings (e.g. local poverty, lack of transport 

etc.) of the area, so that we can try to plug these gaps, possibly sharing 

tasks amongst all the churches in the area? 

If we are getting on in years and activities become difficult, we can lend 

our support to Christian causes (like, say, Christian Aid or Amnesty 

International), or other international pressure groups (like, say, Avaaz 

or Change.org). We can also pray about situations which may concern 

us individually or collectively. 

All these things need to be organised so that activities do not happen 

on a haphazard basis and so, I guess, I’m talking ‘planning’, but, heaven 

forfend, not ad nauseam! And yes, somebody has been there before 

me and produced a Mission Action Plan to save everybody the effort of 

re-inventing the wheel. Just maybe we should dust this off – or find a 

modern equivalent - and see if we could use it as a basis for Mission, or 

outreach, or evangelisation, or whatever you want to call this business 

of introducing people to God and Jesus. It requires a sustained effort 

because it’s not a magic wand panacea, and we have to start from 

where we all are with this Elephant in the Room. If this article has got 

the brain cells energised to think: ‘Well, what about…….?’ it will have 

achieved its purpose! 

But, when asked a light-hearted question: “How do you eat an 

elephant?” Archbishop Desmond Tutu sagely replied: “You start with a 

single bite.”! 

So let us sharpen our dentures and prepare for the repast. Watch this 

space, for I am sure our new Rector is hungry too! 
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Deadline for September KeyRing  

Monday17th August 9.00am  


