
December  2015 

 

 

Key Ring 
Magazine of the Shaftesbury Team of Churches  

 

 



2 

The Shaftesbury Team: 

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes 
   01747 850589  helen@stmin.org.uk  
 
Team Vicar:    The Revd Dr Simon Chambers 

01747 852193  simon@stmin.org.uk  
 
Associate Priest:  The Revd Jan Crossley 

01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk  
 
Ordinand:   Kirsty Wells 
   01747 823562  kirsty@stmin.org.uk  
 

Helen has Friday, Simon & Jan have Monday as their day of rest 
 

Co-ordinator for Hospital visiting and Communion 
The Revd Jan Crossley            01747 852545 
 
Team administrator: vacant 

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW 
01747 853060  office@stmin.org.uk 

 
 
 

Web site: http://stmin.org.uk 
 

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org  

 

Key Ring 
Clergy consultant: The Revd Dr Simon Chambers 
 
Parish correspondents: 
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263 
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331 
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432 
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129 
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819 
Motcombe  Rosie King   854093 
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980 
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison     m.a.pattison@gmail.com  
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Leader Article – December 2015  

Are you someone who can’t wait for Christmas to be here or 

someone who feels that the year is rushing by and wishes there 

were a few more weeks to go? Perhaps it’s a bit of both. I’m 

someone who really enjoys Christmas - I love the traditional 

Christmas music, the food, the chance to hear from old friends and 

see family, and I particularly love all the special church services.  

It’s a good thing I do like Christmas church services, as there are 

quite a lot of them. We have music and readings at the carol 

service, oranges and sweets at the Christingle, some dressing up at 

the crib service, the holy mysteries of midnight mass and then the 

fun and celebration of our Christmas morning services. It’s a very 

special time and I hope you’ll join us at one or more of our 

Christmas services if you’re able. 

I know that there’s all that excitement to come at Christmas, but 

right now, as we come towards the beginning of December, I’m 

looking forward to Advent. Advent is the time in the Church’s year 

when we get ready for Christmas. I don’t just mean that we get 

practically ready – making sure all the services are planned and that 

we’ve practised the carols, although we need to do that – we use 

Advent to get ourselves spiritually ready too. 

Just like we might take time in the run-up to Christmas to sort out 

our homes, so that they’re ready for guests who are visiting us at 

Christmas, we can use Advent to prepare our hearts so that we’re 

ready to welcome Jesus at Christmas. That way, we keep a bit of 

balance in Christmas, so we can enjoy the treats and celebrations 

without losing sight of just what it is that we’re celebrating. 

That might mean that when we’re thinking about buying presents for 

friends and family, we also think about others in need. We might put 

aside a proportion of our present-buying budget to support a charity 

helping people who will struggle this Christmas.  
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And if we’re worrying that there’ll be an argument at Christmas – 

and we all know it does happen! – we might take a few minutes to 

sit quietly and ask God to watch over our family and friends this 

Christmas. That’s something we can do at home, or we can pop into 

church for a quiet moment during the day, light a candle, and know 

that our prayers are part of the tradition of prayer offered there over 

centuries.  

Getting ready for Christmas can sometimes seem like one 

expensive job after another. But taking notice of Advent is different. 

Because taking a little bit of time this December to get ourselves 

spiritually ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ this Christmas, 

won’t cost us anything except a little bit of time and attention. In that 

it’s just like the most valuable Christmas gift of all – God’s gift of His 

Son to be with us. 

Whether you could do with fitting in an extra week between now and 

Christmas or you’d love it if Christmas came tomorrow, I hope you 

know God’s presence with you this Advent. And I hope that when 

Christmas comes, you and all who you love know the blessing of 

Jesus Christ in your hearts and in your homes. 

An Advent prayer 

 

 Be with me Lord, today. 

 Bless my home to welcome those I love. 

 Prepare my heart to welcome your Son. 

 Open my hands to share your love this Christmas. 

 In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

With every blessing,     

Helen 



5 

Team News 

CHRISTMAS FOOD DONATIONS. 

 As usual, I am asking for things at Christmas time!  You are all used to 

my pleas for food items for the young people at Toby’s at this time of year.  

Well, Toby’s has taken a slightly different direction now and has direct access 

to the Foodbank.  However, Father’s House is heading up an initiative to 

provide Christmas hampers for local families who cannot afford anything extra 

this year. If you know of any families who would benefit from this, please let 

the office know their details and we will pass them on.   

 As from the beginning of November, there will be a box at the back of 

St Peter’s with a list of suitable items.  These will include Christmas puddings, 

mince pies and crackers, but I am not quite sure of what else at the moment, 

as I am writing this at the start of October to meet the magazine deadline.  I do 

hope that you will all feel able to add an extra item to your shopping basket to 

help a family for whom Christmas is just an extra burden and not a joyful 

celebration of the birth of Christ. 

Jo Johnson 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 

St James’ Church, Sunday 6th December 2015 at 4.30pm  

It’s St James’ turn to host this year’s children’s Christingle service in aid of the 

Children’s Society.  This short, part candle-lit event has become a very 

popular start to the Christmas celebrations, enjoyed by children and adults 

alike. 

Please come along and enjoy the company of children in a happy and friendly 

atmosphere. 

 

KEY RING NEEDS AN EDITOR 

Our monthly magazine, Keyring, goes out across the Team and is a valued 

part of our communication in Shaftesbury and the villages. The post of editor 

is vacant and we need a volunteer with a few hours a month to put together 

the contributions from across the Team to make an interesting and visually 

appealing magazine. You will need to be computer literate, good at word 

processing and desktop publishing, and have an eye for detail. We’d love it if 

you could encourage a wide variety of contributions from around the Team. 

The practicalities of production and distribution are dealt with by a separate, 

highly efficient team. If you’d like to know more, or think you might be able to 

help, please talk to one of the clergy. 
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St James’ 

St. James' Harvest Jollities. Unfortunately this had to be cancelled because 

of lack of support.  We hope to have a similar evening of entertainment in the 

New Year, so watch this space!  

 

The Jazz Concert on 30th October was a huge success. The Quantum of 

Swing, a four piece band comprising David Botterill on bass, Peter Morris on 

guitar, Nick Spencer on vocals and Terry Taylor on clarinet, also a duo formed 

by Mike Botterill on guitar and James Budden on bass, gave an appreciative 

audience of over seventy-one people an enjoyable evening with music from 

the sixties and seventies. Our usual loyal supporters and new visitors to our 

church made favourable comments on the building and atmosphere and we 

hope they will come again. Thank you to Viv Rudd for organising this. The 

sum of £560 was raised for the Re-Ordering Fund.  

 

Remembrance Sunday, November 8th. Chris Mahon led, from the piano, a 

small ladies’ choir in the anthem, “For the Fallen”, by Mark Blatchly, with Nick 

Crump on the trumpet adding the motif from the Last Post. The beautiful 

anthem was a fitting introduction to our subsequent Act of Remembrance at 

the Calvary.  

 

The November Pilgrim Service.  'And a Highway shall be there….'.  Viewing 

the path – often submerged by the pressures of the world - which is firm 

beneath our feet and which leads to the Kingdom of God. The worship and 

words speak to us where we are and we enjoy fellowship and refreshments 

afterwards. If you would like a change from the more traditional service, you 

might find that this helps you see the old tales in a new light!  The next service 

is on Sunday 13th December at 6pm. Do join us – you will be very welcome!  

 

Carol singing round St James. Singers needed!  Julian Richards has 

offered to lead this event this year so please contact him for details on 

julian@archaemedia.co.uk or tel. no.01747 852883. Our thanks to Rosemary 

Saxey for leading this event in previous years and also to those who have 

sung and collected. 
 

From the Registers: 

Funerals  Thursday 12th November Norman Good 

   Friday 13th November  Lois Sutton 
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Dates for your Diary 

Pilgrim Service – Sunday 13th December at 6.00pm.  

Carol Service – Saturday 19th December at 7.00pm.  

Christmas Eve 11.30pm and Christmas Day 9.30am 

Team Service on Sunday 27th December 10.00am at St John's. 

 

Advance Notice of 2016 Dates! 

Saturday 26th March 2016 - Recycling Sale 

Saturday 26th November 2016 - Christmas Fair.  

 

Abbey School.  Volunteers are needed to hear the children read. If you 

can spare an hour or more each week, this is a very rewarding experience 

for the reader and the volunteer. If you have other skills to offer, please 

come forward. Everyone is welcome at Collective Worship in church on 

the first Wednesday in the month at 2 p.m. Come along to enjoy the 

enthusiasm of the children and experience 'Open the Book'. For more 

information speak to Janet Wilson, 01747 855585, or call at the school. 

  

Wanted - Used Stamps etc  The Christmas season generates extra mail. 

Please collect your used stamps, torn off with a small margin of paper. 

There is a disabled lady in Gillingham who collects and sorts a variety of 

items to recycle and in so doing fundraises for various charities. There is a 

collecting box at the back of the church for the following items: 

  

  Used stamps with a small margin of paper 

  Used Ink and toner cartridges 

  Spectacles. Milk bottle tops. Knitting wool. 

 

 

Things children say….  A kindergarten teacher was walking around 

observing her classroom of children while they were drawing pictures. She 

asked one little girl what the drawing was. The girl replied, "I'm drawing 

God." The teacher paused and said, "But no one knows what God looks 

like." Without looking up from her drawing, the girl replied, "They will in a 

minute." 
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas 

Services in December 

Sunday   6th December: 8.00 am Prayer Book Holy Communion 

Sunday 20th December: 6.00 pm Carol Service 

Thurs 24th December 4.00 pm Crib Service and Take Part 

Nativity: 

Friday 25th December     11.00 am  Family Festival Communion 

Carol Service and Village Christmas Party 

This year, our Carol Service, on 20th December, will be in the evening.  

It starts at 6 pm and after the service there will be the village Christmas 

Party in the Church Hall.  Please bring some food and drink to share 

and come and celebrate with your neighbours.  This is a great chance 

to get together before people go away for Christmas. 

Crib Service and Take Part Nativity 

On Christmas Eve at 4pm, there will be a Crib Service with a chance 

for everyone - especially children – to join in singing hymns and 

retelling the story of the Nativity.  Costumes will be provided and 

Scrumpy Jack the donkey will be making an appearance on the road to 

Bethlehem, as he did last year.   

Christmas Day music 

On Christmas Day, there will be a Family Festival Communion Service 

at 11am.  If you play an instrument and would like to be involved in the 

music for this service, please contact Gillian Cross (811263). 
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St John’s Enmore Green 

Friday 4th December – Community Lunch in the church 12 noon – 

1.30pm. All are welcome – no need to book – just come along.  A 

donation towards costs is appreciated. 

Saturday  5th December – Advent Coffee morning in the Church Hall 

(top of Church Hill) 10.00am to 12 noon Bric a brac, home made cakes, 

books, and surprise raffle.  Do come along; bring a friend, make a 

friend! 

Sunday 20th  December  St. John’s Annual Carol Service 3.00pm 

with traditional carols and readings supported by the St. John’s 

Occasional Singers.Followed by Tea and cakes  

Monday 21st  December  – Carol Singing Around Enmore Green 

7.00pm – meet at the War Memorial Followed by Mulled Wine and 

Mince Pies  

Money raised will be donated to the  Weldmar Hospice.  

Tuesday 22nd December  – 2.30pm in the church – Stories around 

the Christmas Tree for young families.  Stories, singing, craft and 

fun followed by tea and a small gift from the tree. Contact Elizabeth 

(01747 850654) if your child has any dietary requirements.  

Friday 25 December – CHRISTMAS DAY 

8.00am Holy Communion – Traditional Language with carols 

Sunday 27th December 10.00am Patronal Service for St. John the 

Evangelist which will also be a Team Service  
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St Thomas, Melbury Abbas  

Many thanks to those who helped distribute parking signs, along with 

refreshments for our Team Service when we had the opportunity to meet our 

new Archdeacon, Antony Macrow-Wood. 

We are hosting a service for the Salisbury Diocese Guild of Ringers’ AGM on 

Saturday 5th December.  This will be at 4pm and led by the Revd Simon 

Chambers.  The WI has kindly agreed to provide refreshments after the 

service. 

Remembrance Sunday 8th November 

The church was well attended for Remembrance Sunday.  John Porter led the 

service and gave a moving and informative introduction to three poets, and a 

war poem by each was read - W H Auden, ‘Epitaph on a Tyrant’, John 

Magee’s sonnet ‘High Flight’, and Keith Douglas “Vergissmeinnicht“ German 

for “Forget me Not.” 

Service for All Souls on All Saints Sunday 1st November 

The Revd Richard Huband conducted this special service at 6pm in St. 

Thomas's.  It was held especially for those who had been bereaved and 

wished to remember and pray together.  It was a quiet, reflective occasion 

under Richard Huband's gentle direction.  It was well attended and we were 

invited to come to the chancel steps and light a candle in memory of the 

person they had lost.  Many did so. 

It would be good to make this service a regular feature in the calendar. 

Quinquennial Review.  

The major piece of work identified by the recent Quinquennial Review was the 

clearing, repair and repainting of the church gutters and downpipes. We are 

now waiting for the second of two quotes before choosing a contractor.  St 

Thomas’s Preservation Society will fund this work.  

Altar Frontals 

St Thomas's seasonal altar frontals all needed replacing. The Revd Terry 

Knight who had previously done the work for the white and purple, has moved 

away.  It was fortunate that we could find Margaret 'Maggie' Sharma at 'A 

Stitch for You' in Salisbury. Maggie is an expert seamstress although not one 

experienced with ecclesiastical work, however, she was able to acquire the 

materials and put together the red and green frontals.  She did an excellent 

job for very reasonable cost, and we are grateful to her and to St Thomas's 

Preservation Society who paid for them, (as they had for the previous ones). 
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Dorset Historic Churches Trust ‘Ride and Stride’  

Many thanks to Rodney Atwood, Mike Crossley and Richard Poole who took 

part in this event.  They raised £810 which was split between Dorset Historic 

Churches Trust and St Thomas’s Church.  They are very grateful to everyone 

who sponsored them. 

Dates for your diaries 

Nativity Festival – 11th and 12th December 

Between 10 am and 4pm each day.  An exhibition of nativity scenes lent by 

parishioners and friends in the parish and Team.  We also have some 

homemade nativity sets and we shall be inviting people to choose which is 

their preference.  A small gift will be given to the winner. There will be mince 

pies, tea and coffee throughout each day served to those who visit.  A 

donations bowl will be available to help those who are suffering in Syria, as 

this is one of our chosen charities this Christmas.  Invitations have been sent 

to local schools and the event has been widely advertised so we are hoping 

for a good turnout. 

We need volunteers to help set up the exhibition the day before (Thursday, 

10th December between 2-4pm) and to help man the church during opening 

hours on both days.  There is a list at the back of the church or you can 

contact Robert Crichton (853942).  Do come and help if you can or just come 

to enjoy the exhibition. 
 

St Thomas’s Preservation Society are holding their annual coffee morning 

on December 5th.  Any homemade Christmas themed food or gifts will be 

gratefully appreciated.   

 

ST THOMAS’S PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 5TH 

10.30am – 12noon 

at Ivy Paddock (at the bottom of Zig Zag Hill) 

Home of Bob and Sue Breach 

Bring and Buy stall stocked with Christmas ‘Goodies’, 

Raffle, Homemade Cakes and pies 

ALL WELCOME 
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St Peter’s St James’ 
St John’s 

Enmore 

St Mary’s 

Motcombe 

December 6th 

Advent 2   

9.30am 

Family 

Service 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

3.30pm 

Evensong 

11.00am 

HC BCP 

December 

13th 

Advent 3 

 

 

8.00am  

HC BCP 
 

9.30am  

HC CW1 

9.30am  

HC CW1 
 

6.00pm 

Pilgrim  

11.15am 

HC CW1 

9:30am 

HC CW1  

Saturday 

December 

19th 

 
7.00pm  

Carol Service 
  

December 

20th 

Advent 4 

9.30am 

HC CW1 
 

6:30pm 

Carol Service 

9.30am 

HC CW1 

3.00pm 

Carol Service 

8.00am 

HC BCP 

 

6.00pm 

Carol Service  

Christmas 

Eve 

Thursday 24th 

December 

 

4.00pm  

Crib Service 

11.30pm 

Midnight 

Mass 

11.30pm 

Midnight 

Mass 

 

 

4.00pm  

Crib Service 

11.30pm 

Midnight 

Mass 

Christmas 

Day 

Friday 25th 

December 

9.30am 

Christmas 

Communion 

with Carols 

9.30am 

Christmas 

Communion 

with Carols 

8.00am 

Christmas 

Communion 

BCP 

9.30am 

Christmas 

Communion 

with Carols 

December 

27th  

Christmas 1 

10.00am 

Joint Team Service at St John’s, Enmore Green 

 

Weekday Morning Prayer Services 

St Peter’s   8.30am  Monday – Friday  

St James’   9:00am  Tuesday - Friday 

St Mary’s Motcombe   8.30am  Monday – Friday 

St Mary’s Compton Abbas 9:00am  Wednesday 

St Thomas Melbury   8.30am  Friday 
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St Mary’s 

Compton 

St Thomas’ 

Melbury 
St Margaret 

M Marsh 

St Thomas 

E Orchard 

St Luke 

W Orchard 

December 

6th 

Advent 2   

8.00am 

HC BCP 
 

11.00am 

HC BCP 
 

6.30pm 

Evening 

Worship 

December 

13th 

Advent 3 

 

  
11:00am 
HC CW1 

 
11:00am 
HC CW1 

 

December 

20th 

Advent 4 

6.00pm 
Carol 

Service 

6.30pm  
Carol 

Service 

11.00am 

Joint Carol Service 

Margaret Marsh 

Christmas 

Eve 

Thursday 

24th 

December 

4.00pm Crib 

Service 

 

10.00pm  

Midnight 

Mass 

 

3.00pm 

Christingle 

 

Christmas 

Day 

Friday 25th 

December 

11.00am 

Christmas 

Communion 

with Carols 

10.00am 

Christmas 

Communion 

10.00am 

Joint Christmas Communion 

Margaret Marsh 

December 

27th  

Christmas 

1 

10.00am 

Joint Team Service at St John’s, Enmore Green 

 

Holy Communion 

10.30am  Wednesday   St Peter’s 

7.00pm  Thursday  St James’ 

10.00am  Friday    St Mary’s Motcombe 

10.00am  Friday (once a month) St Thomas’, Melbury Abbas 
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St Thomas Melbury Abbas (cont) 

Christmas Services 

Sunday 20th December at 6.30pm .Carols by Candlelight.  Please 

put the date in your diary and invite your family and friends to come 

along and join us.  Various people from organisations within the parish 

will be reading the lessons for us.  Refreshments of mince pies and 

mulled wine will be served after the service.  There will be no morning 

service. 

Christmas Eve - 10pm. Please make a note of this earlier start time.  

Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion. 

Christmas Day Service at 10am - Please come and join us for a 

Family Communion Service, during which we will be blessing the crib. 

Sunday 27th December Team Service at 10am at St John’s Enmore 

Green. 

If you have any greenery for decorating the church, please contact 

either Ann Brooks or Valerie Warrington.  Thank you. 

 

We begin the New Year with a change to our service pattern.  There 

will be a 9.30am service of CW Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday of 

every month, and there will no longer be a service on the 2nd Sunday.  

The 3rd and 4th Sunday services remain the same time at 11 am. 

 

With this in mind, our service on 3rd January at 9.30am will be our 

annual Covenant Service when we renew our covenant relationship 

with God.  This is a beautiful service, which John Wesley instigated, 

and Methodists observe at the beginning of each year. The Revd Mary 

Harding introduced it at Melbury during her time with us. 

 

Our next Breakfast is on 8th January between 8.30-9.30am.  If you 

haven’t been before why not come? 
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St Mary’s Motcombe 

December 6th  11.00am Advent 2 HC BCP. 

December 13th  9.30am. Advent 3 HC CW1 

December 20th  8.00am Advent 4 HC BCP 

   6.00 pm Carols. 

Thursday December 24th, Christmas Eve  

   4.00pm   Crib.  

   11.30pm   HC CW1 

Christmas Day 9.30am   HC CW1 

December 27th  10am.Team Service at St John's Enmore Green. 

January 3rd  10.30am Christmas 2 At Methodist. 

Weekday Services  Motcombe (Monday-Saturday 8.30am) 

   Holy Communion 10am.Friday. 

The Motcombe Ride & Stride Team raised a total of £1,114.55 this 

year an all time record for us! Congratulations to Simon Hutchinson, 

Christopher Hooper, Phil Roberts and their generous sponsors for their 

splendid achievement. Half of the sum has been returned to St Mary’s 

and the other half will go to Dorset Historic Churches Trust to support 

their work. 

War Graves Talk: “The Perpetual Sepulchre,” the story of the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission, was an appropriate subject 

for a talk at the beginning of Remembrance week .Graham Dunlop was 

the speaker at St Mary’s church Motcombe and had a very receptive 

audience from the beginning. He stated if the number of soldiers who 

died in the First World War were to march past  Motcombe church 

three abreast it would take three days as the column would end in 

Manchester. This thought was with most of us at our Remembrance 

Day service the following Sunday.  

The evening finished with refreshments and raised £620 towards the 

purchase of stackable chairs for the church. The PCC would like to 

thank Graham, all who donated refreshments and everyone who 

helped in any way to make the evening such a success. 
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Holy Communion for the residents of the Grange 16th December in the 

lounge and 20th January. 

Prayer meetings at Half Moon House, Motcombe  Tuesday 2pm. 1st 

December & 5th January. 

The Flint Street Nativity is the latest offering from Motcombe 

community players, and will take place on 4th and 5th of December in 

Motcombe Memorial Hall, and 6th December at Shaftesbury Arts 

Centre. Despite the success of Joseph and his technicolour dream 

coat, and Godspell which took place in St. Mary's church, the Flint 

Street nativity is more a social comment on the innocence of children 

and how they learn from their parents. We see the parents in the final 

scene and, perhaps, understand how their children develop prejudices 

and attitudes in their later life. Don’t be fooled into thinking this is a 

serious play, you will laugh till you cry and possibly even shed a tear 

before it ends. Written by Tim Firth, who wrote Calendar Girls, it is a 

clever play, funny, poignant and a reflection of the modern day 

attitudes to life. Don’t miss it! Tickets are available from Motcombe 

shop, or Shaftesbury Arts Centre for the Sunday performance, at just 

£8.00. 

Messy Church 

You are invited to join us on Sunday December 13th to celebrate 

Christmas the ‘Messy Way’ through activities, crafts and worship 

followed by a meal.  Everyone is welcome; come by yourself or with 

friends and family – 3pm at Motcombe Primary School.  Please RSVP 

to sarah@hakey.org.uk so that we have some idea of numbers for 

catering. 

Advance notice:  Join us for ‘The Big Party’ celebrating our 5th Messy 

Church Birthday on Sunday January 24th 2016. 

Ghana Trip January / February 2016 

Prior to working with Wheels for the World distributing wheelchairs and 

mobility equipment I shall be staying at the Shekinah Children’s Home 
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outside Accra for 10 days.  I last visited in 2013 when I took board 

games and toys for the older children which people had generously 

donated.  This time  staff have requested hand towels and toys for 

younger children of pre-school age to help develop early skills, in 

particular any construction toys.  My luggage allowance for this is 23kg 

so I could pack alot into a case!  Please contact me on 01747 855476 

for further details.  Thank you.  Jill Jenkinson 

Motcombe Primary School 

At the end of the first school half-

term, pupils shared an aspect of 

their learning with their parents 

and community in a celebration 

assembly at St Mary’s Church. 

The Owls class shared a Tudor 

dance, Swallows class shared 

their art work, Robins class 

shared their storytelling from The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch, Wrens 

class shared their storytelling of The Three Little Pigs and our little 

Ducklings class kept us entertained with a song about being special. 

We were delighted that Reverend Helen could join us to find out about 

our learning. 

Since returning after the half-term the younger children are busy 

practising for their Christmas play and organising Forest School visits, 

whilst the older children are enjoying practical maths, online maths 

games and competitions, football, tag rugby and  computer 

programming ( to name just a few). 

On Remembrance Day the whole school took part in a special 

remembrance service to which each class contributed. The oldest 

children even created a large piece of Poppy art work. Displays from 

our Remembrance Day can be found in the church. 
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The Orchards & Margaret Marsh 

EAST ORCHARD 

Many thanks to everyone who once again this year has looked after 

our churchyard. Your help is very much noticed and appreciated. 

CHRISTMAS BINGO 

Our bingo will be held on Thursday 3 December, 7.30pm at Manston 

Village Hall. This is always a very enjoyable evening so please support 

us. Donations of prizes would be very much appreciated. Please 

contact Rita 01258 472331 or Annie 01747 811333 

TEA AND CHAT 

Many thanks to Ron and Audrey Trim for hosting our tea and chat in 

November. We will not have one in December 

SERVICES 

Carol Service. St Margaret, Margaret Marsh. 20th December at 

11.00am. Joint service for the 3 churches. 

Christingle. St Luke's, West Orchard. 24th December at 3.00pm. 

Christmas Day. St Margaret, Margaret Marsh. 25th December at 

10.00am. Joint service for the 3 churches. 
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St Peter’s 

Christmas at St Peter’s Services 

Sun 20th Dec 6.30pm Carol Service with St Peter's Festival 

Choir 

Thur 24th Dec 4.00pm Crib Service 

 11.30pm Midnight Communion 

Fri 25th Dec 9.30am Christmas Day Family Communion 

Christmas Tea Party Saturday 19th December 3 - 5pm 

Please join us at St Peter's for fun, fellowship and a festive tea! A 

Grand Raffle, to include a hamper, will be on offer. 

All proceeds to St Peter's Church. Admission by ticket £5. Please 

see Marigold, ring her on 854672 or contact by e-mail to: 

joerumble@btinternet.com 

“For One Night Only” 

Saturday 7th November saw St Peter's transformed into a very 

atmospheric venue for a concert organised by Eleanor Wetherilt.  

“For One Night Only” was a spectacular showcase for local dancers, 

singers and musicians, including many from Shaftesbury schools, 

showing what an abundance of talent we have around us. The 

concert had sold out before the night (but we managed to seat a 

good many extra) and raised over £1,700 for St Peter's and the 

Headsmart charity. A huge success for Eleanor and each and 

everyone who contributed in any way to this amazing event. 

'Tis Christmastide 

A very different concert will follow on Thursday 3rd December when 

the Dorset-born 1970's progressive rock organist and 

songwriter/composer, Graham Stansfield, brings his Wessex 

Consort to St Peter's. This group of 12 young professional singers 

from Dorset and London, conducted by renowned early music tenor 

Andrew King, provides a rich harmonic language to complement 

Graham's love of powerfully moving melody. They will present "'Tis 
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Christmastide", Graham's tuneful settings of carols spanning five 

centuries. The concert will also contain seven musical  portraits of 

Dorset life, past and present, written by Graham over the last twelve 

months. 

A very special evening, starting at 7.30pm - one not to be missed! 

Tickets £7 at the door.  

Lighthouse 

As many will know, Lighthouse is a midweek “Sunday school” held 
at Shaftesbury Primary School. We meet after school on 
Wednesdays from 3.15 – 4.30. However you may be curious to 
know what we get up to. 

About 36 children attend Lighthouse and on arrival they are given a 
drink and biscuit, then after the register is taken they listen to a story 
told by one of the Lighthouse keepers. During the first half of this 
term we followed the theme of children in the bible such as Samuel, 
David, Joseph, Moses and Jairus’s daughter. For the second half of 
the term the theme is Parables. 

Sometimes, after the story, the children learn a song related to it, 
and we are very fortunate that David Grierson is one of our 
Lighthouse keepers and is usually able to take the lead with the 
singing. The children then take part in an activity; often a craft, 
related to the story, but sometimes cooking or playing board games. 
For example they have made baby Moses in his rush basket, 
Joseph in his coat of many colours, the Good Samaritan’s donkey 
and a treasure chest containing a pearl. Cooked items this term 
have included bread rolls and baby pizzas. The age range is from 6 
– 11 and children finish their activity at very different rates so there 
are always pictures to colour, word searches and other puzzles. 

If there is time after the activity the children play group games 
usually led by Karen Mutton who, as well as being a Lighthouse 
keeper, is a member of staff. We are blessed that she is part of our 
team because she knows the children better than any of us. The 
children’s favourites are probably parachute games. 
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For the last 10 minutes of the session we gather together again to 
sing the song we learnt earlier in the session or an old favourite 
such as “The Caribbean Lord’s Prayer” or “The Lighthouse Song.” 
This is followed by a prayer, sometimes read by one of the children, 
and then finally the Lighthouse prayer. God bless those that I love; 
God bless those that love me; God bless those that love those that I 
love, and those that love those that love me. 

As well as those mentioned above the Lighthouse keeper team 
currently includes Revd Helen, Gill Hunt, Florence Mudoti, Elizabeth 
Preston, Val Rushton, Elizabeth Selwood and Sheela Upton. 

Men's Breakfast  

St Peter's men's breakfast group has now been meeting for more 
than a year and a half. We meet in the church hall at 8.30 on the 
second Saturday in the month and enjoy a splendid cold buffet 
prepared by Marigold. Sometimes we have had a short video for 
discussion, selected discussion topics or a reminiscence but, more 
often than not, simply "chaps chatting"! We will not be meeting in 
January but starting our new year on Saturday 13th February.  If 
you would like to join this merry band, please contact Joe Rumble 
on 01747 854672 or e-mail to joerumble@btinternet.com 

From the Registers: Baptisms 

November 7:   Jacob Sion James Gartig  

   Esma Louise Margaret Gartig 

November 15:  Samuel George Robert Snow  

    Cody Oliver Snow 

 

Other News 

Children's Sociey 

The Shaftesbury Branch of the Children's Society has had a very successful 

year, raising £5030 through home, house to house and street collections, a 

wine and nibbles evening hosted by John and Rosemary Saxey, and the 

Annual Quiz. This year's Christingle service will be held at St James Church 

on Sunday 6 December at 4.30pm. 
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Gillingham School to Celebrate 500th Anniversary in 2016 

Gillingham School is one of the oldest schools in Dorset, indeed in the 

country, with its roots in the community since 1516. The school badge 

represents the hart, symbol of Gillingham’s original settlement as one of King 

John’s royal hunting lodges. The history of how it started continues to have 

benefits for the school that we have today, and we hope that the spirit in which 

it was founded is still reflected in our culture and ethos. 

The comprehensive Gillingham School of today was established by new 

headteacher John Webster; it developed and grew for 24 years with Manlio 

Lenarduzzi at the helm, and is now moving forward under a team led by Lorna 

Lyons – the first female headteacher in the school’s history. 

In 2016 we are celebrating Gillingham School’s 500th Anniversary. Through 

our celebrations we intend to both commemorate the school’s heritage and 

create a legacy for future generations. We are really looking forward to 

remembering how the school, the town and the surrounding community has 

developed over that time, what we have achieved as a school, and what those 

of you who were once pupils here have achieved since. If you are a former 

student or colleague of the school we would love to hear from you via  

alumni@gillingham-dorset.co.uk.  

Further details of the events planned can be found on the special newsletter, 

reached via our school website www.gillingham.dorset.sch.uk 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS……….. 

from the Shaftesbury Area Christian Aid committee to all our supporters both 

new and of long standing.  It has been a joy to see many of you at some of our 

fund-raising events, and a source of great encouragement. The Lent Lunches 

were once again well attended and have become, over the years, a 

recognised part of our Lenten observations – an opportunity to meet, break 

bread together and exchange news.  The house-to-house collections in May 

are always an exercise that is not viewed with the same enthusiasm, but 

always turn out to be a very worthwhile effort.  Our Autumn Quiz is also now a 

‘regular’ and is a well attended event when we are not too serious about which 

team wins and which one loses! We are a small group and could not achieve 

what has been done without the help of those willing helpers who are coerced 

into helping with our various events and we are extremely grateful to them.  

This has been a particularly challenging year as you all know, with the aid 

agencies being stretched in all directions but we feel that the Shaftesbury area 
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has responded wonderfully and on behalf of CA, all those whose suffering 

they seek to ease and ourselves, we would like to wish you a happy, peaceful 

and blessed Christmas.  SB 

Toby’s – where have you got to? 

As we were about to sell the building which has been home to Toby’s for 

nearly 20 years, I promised when we knew more about the future, I would tell 

you who have been such wonderful and loyal supporters from the start of our 

work. Here goes: 

The building was sold very successfully at auction in the summer and on 31st 

October we handed the keys to the new owner’s agents. Simple sentence 

covering a vast range of emotions, hard work and inevitable niggles on the 

way. Work is continuing in many places – the Upper School, the College, 

various coffee drinking venues and so on – young people know where we will 

be and can easily access our range of services to help them towards their 

more mature futures. Staff have become peripatetic for the time being which is 

quite a challenge, but which is also liberating in many ways. 

Admin has to be done, however, so footloose and fancy free is far from the 

order of the day! By the time you read this, our admin base will be in 

Wincombe Park. We are keeping the same phone number: 850860 and email 

address: Rosie.Dawson@tobysproject.co.uk . Please do stay in touch! 

Trustees will be working with Rosie towards the next steps for Toby’s during 

the winter months and again, we will let you know what is happening when we 

know more. Young people have trusted us in so many ways for a long time 

and we are still very much a presence in and around the town for them: it is a 

compliment to them and the quality of our staff that despite all the cutbacks 

and funding problems we have seen, we are still here and flourishing. 

 Sara Jacson  

 

Deadline for January Key Ring 

Monday 7th December  9.00am  
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

Nativity Festival 

Friday 11th & Saturday 12th 

December 2015 

 

10.00am-4.00pm. 

Refreshments will be served. 


