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Leading Article

              Happy New Year everyone!  I always look forward to a new year 
with great joy and anticipation.  It is the opportunity for a fresh start 
– the first page of a new diary or notebook – rather like a new baby – 
pristine and unspoiled in every way.

 We have to accept that we are imperfect human beings and 
although we start the New Year filled with ideas, hope and even 
resolutions, by the time we reach December, that shining new year 
has become somewhat battered and sullied by life and circumstances, 
rather like ourselves.

 God accepts us where we are and constantly gives us new 
chances to start again and do better – He has unending patience and 
forgiveness for our shortcomings.  Even God started off our wonderful 
new world, full of love and hopefulness for its success and He was 
disappointed – hence the story of Noah and the Flood – God’s Plan 
B.  Everything went wrong with God’s Plan A, thanks to human beings 
misusing God’s gift of free will – BUT – that is the amazing thing about 
God, there is always another chance, a Plan B, a new page to turn over, 
one with no blots and crossings out.

 My New Year theology lives in John’s Gospel chapter 1.  The first 
verse says “In the beginning was the Word”.  Verse 14 says “The Word 
became flesh and lived among us”.  I find that so heartening.  How 
could God, living on another plane, outside my world, understand my 
difficulties?  The answer was, He couldn’t, so He sent his Son as a human 
being, to give Him insight into the human condition.  Now God has first-
hand experience of my struggles with time management, forgetfulness, 
with distraction, procrastination and all my other failings.  He knows 
why I can resist many temptations – but not champagne or chocolate!

 Because God understands all these hiccups in my life, He gives 
me a new year every 12 months – just when the old one is getting really 
messy and spoiled.  I am looking forward so much to my new, shiny and 
untouched 2016, in which I have the opportunity to do better than I did 
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in 2015.  That is why I take great joy in wishing you all  “A very happy and 
blessed time in the coming year.”

Jo Johnson

LPA News

By the time you read this Christmas will be over and we will be looking 
forward to a New Year which we hope will be full of promise and 
blessings on our Church.

As I write this I have only just begun my Christmas shopping (a bit late I 
know!) and am looking forward to Christmas when we celebrate Christ’s 
birth together.

Last Thursday I went (as a Chaplaincy Volunteer for Weldmar) to Light 
up a Life, which Weldmar hold every year at Orchard Park in Gillingham 
when they light up their Christmas Tree for us - there was a short Service 
with carols and readings and Gillingham Town Band played the music.

It is always a moving time because candles are being lit for loved ones 
who have died - but at the same time in talking to each other and 
sharing it helps to know that they are not alone.

The owner of Orchard Park made us all very welcome and we finished 
off with mince pies and coffee which went down very well.

I wish us all a blessed New Year.

Ann D.
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St James’ Church

Christmas Fair

Despite a gloomy weather forecast for the day, the morning was fine and dry 
and a steady stream of shoppers visited the Town Hall where they found a good 
variety of stalls, all looking festive and attractive. There was plenty to choose 
from – delicious looking cakes and preserves, a gift stall loaded with useful 
and pretty items, Christmas decorations, a stunning ‘Red’ stall, interesting 
books, children’s toys, the ‘Mug’ game, an amazing number of prizes in the 
draw and a tombola to beat all tombolas! A stall with hand-made dolls of 
great individuality provided a real touch of class with the proceeds of these 
going to the re-ordering fund. An appetising smell of frying bacon wafting 
from the kitchen tempted shoppers to take a break and partake of a delicious 
bap and/or a dish of fruit crumble. The kitchen team also did a sterling job 
in keeping the stall-holders supplied with teas and coffees. All this, together 
with some Christmas music playing in the background, made for a happy and 
festive atmosphere. When it was time to close the doors, a combined effort 
resulted in the hall being cleared and swept, tables stacked and the kitchen 
left clean and tidy in record time.  A wonderful effort by everyone concerned 
– those who made and donated goods, manned the stalls and helped in any 
way.  The total raised was just over £1,600 for general funds and £232 for the 
re-ordering fund.  A most rewarding result.         

Sue Ballett

Advent Service 
This was a wonderful performance,, with  the choir conducted by Chris 
Mahon  and Stephen Binnington as organist.  All the music was performed 
with understanding, expressing the feeling of the season. The congregation 
were invited to join in the chorus of Purcell’s ‘Rejoice in the Lord Alway’, an 
anthem that showed the ability of the choir. Chris doubled as a counter tenor 
in Orlando Gibbon’s ‘This is the Record of John’. Again the choir performed 
with great sensitivity. Wesley’s hymn ‘Lo, he comes’ brought this memorable 
evening to a conclusion, but not before we were treated to a descant in the 
final verse and a  final organ voluntary by Pachelbel. It felt inappropriate to 
express appreciation after this service, but all those who contributed should 
know that this was a perfect beginning to Advent. 

Malcolm Wilson



6

Pilgrim Service  
The service held on Sunday 13th December concentrated on seeking and 
finding the true spirit of Christmas amongst the hustle and bustle of the 
commercial side of this season. 

Please come and join us on the second Sunday of each month at 6.00pm for 
this service, the language of which speaks to us at whatever stage we are in our 
own journey, and is interspersed with songs in the Celtic tradition.  Afterwards 
we share friendship and refreshments.   

Abbey School.  
At the time of going to press, the Autumn term is almost over and preparations 
for Christmas are going ahead. Parents’ evenings were well attended and the 
PTFA Christmas Fair was enjoyed.
There have been some successes at sport. The football, netball and tag rugby 
teams have all taken part in inter-school matches and played well. The Abbey 
swimming team came third out of seven schools at St Mary’s Gala.
The school choir joined with Shaftesbury Primary and St Andrew’s, Fontmell 
Magna, to sing carols and Christmas songs, with great enthusiasm,  in St 
Peter’s church. This was followed by hot chocolate and doughnuts. The choir 
will also sing at the Larmer Tree Christmas Fair and at local residential homes, 
besides joining the school band for a concert.
Rehearsals are under way for the Christmas play, ‘Babushka’ to be performed 
by Years 1,2 and 3. 
This very busy term will end with a Carol Service in church and a Christmas 
party lunch.

Carol Singing around St James.  

Julian Richards has kindly agreed to lead this, on Tuesday 22nd December. We 
will begin in church at 6.00pm. We need your support so please let Julian know 
if you are able to join us (Tel. 852883 or email julian@archaemedia.co.uk)  Our 
thanks to Rosemary Saxey for leading this event in previous years.

From the Registers

Baptism   Thomas Jack Samways on Sunday 22nd November 2015

mailto:julian@archaemedia.co.uk
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St Peter’s St James’

St John’s

Enmore

St Mary’s

Motcombe

January 3rd

Epiphany  

9.30am

Family 
Service

9.30am

HC CW1

3.30pm

Evensong

Covenant 
Service at 

Chapel

January 10th

Baptism of 
Christ

8.00am 

HC BCP

9.30am 

HC CW1

9.30am 

HC CW1

6.00pm

Pilgrim 

11.15am

HC CW1

9:30am

HC CW1 

January 17th

Epiphany 2

9.30am

HC CW1

9.30am

HC CW1

3:30pm

Evensong

11:15am

HC CW1

8.00am

HC BCP

9:30am

The Gathering 

January 24th

Epiphany 3
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

10:00am Churches Together in Shaftesbury 
Joint service at Father’s House

9:30am

HC CW1

January 31st

Candlemas

10.00am

Joint Team Service at St Mary’s, Motcombe

  Weekday Morning Prayer Services

  St Peter’s   8.30am  Monday - Friday  
  St James’   9:00am  Tuesday - Friday 
  St Mary’s Motcombe   8.30am  Monday – Friday 
  St Mary’s Compton Abbas 9:00am  Wednesday 
  St Thomas Melbury   8.30am  Friday
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St Mary’s
Compton 

Abbas

St Thomas’
   Melbury

St Margaret
  Margaret
    Marsh

St Thomas
     East
  Orchard

St Luke
West 

Orchard

January 
3rd

Epiphany

8am
HC  BCP

9.30am
Covenant 
Service

11am
HC  BCP

6.30pm
HC  CW1

January 
10th

Baptism 
of Christ

11am
HC CW1
(at West 
Orchard)

January 
17th

Epiphany 
2

11.15am
HC  CW1

11am
Matins

11am
Matins

January 
24th
Epiphany 
3

10am
WPCU

Father’s 
House

11am
Matins

January 
31st

Candlemas

10am
Joint Team Service at St Mary’s, Motcombe

Weekday Morning Prayer Services
St Peter’s                               8.30am    Monday - Friday
St James’                               9am         Tuesday - Friday
St Mary’s, Motcombe             8.30am    Monday - Friday
St Mary’s, Compton Abbas    9am         Wednesday
St Thomas, Melbury               8.30am    Friday
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Exciting news!  

Actress Jane Wymark of ‘Midsomer Murders’ fame, will be giving a talk on 
‘Being Mrs Barnaby’ at The Arts Centre at 7.30pm on Saturday 27th February.  
Tickets £10 available only from the Arts Centre. This is a fundraiser for our Re-
Ordering Fund, so please do support this event.

The Labyrinth.  

Please take time to visit the Labyrinth in the Churchyard.  The fourteen stations 
display reflective meditations, based on the Christian and seasonal calendar. 
Challenging pieces of text, poetry and prayer from great poets, comforting 
texts from the Celtic and other spiritual traditions, as well as contemporary 
material, are there to trigger thought and prayer.  When words can’t help, 
there are pictures to focus the eye. If you have any suitable poetry, readings or 
pictures for the Labyrinth please let Philippa Forrest have them.

Reminder that the following take place on a regular basis:

1st Tuesday 7.00pm  Reflective Prayer – Co-ordinator Jenny Webb.

1st Wednesday 2.00pm to 2.20pm, Abbey School Worship in church (to include 
‘Open The Book’, with Paul Cooper, Revd Simon and Janet Wilson.

Every Thursday evening at 7.00pm – CW Holy Communion

2nd Friday of the month 9.30am to 10.30am latest - Prayer Group at back of 
church – Co-ordinator Andie Blows.

2nd Sunday - Pilgrim Service, 6pm all year round. – Co-ordinators Mary 
Ridgewell/ Paul Cooper.

3rd Sunday – Evensong, 6.30pm summer and 3.30pm in winter 

  

Did you know?  December  gets its name from the Latin word decem 
(meaning  ten) because it was originally the tenth month of the year in the 
Roman calendar, which began in March. 
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

TEA AND CHAT: The first venue for 2016 will be at Oaklands, East 
Orchard (the home of Philippa and Nick Forrest) on Wednesday 
20th January. Everyone welcome.   Times are always 2.30 to 3.30pm. 
 
SERVICES:

There will be no January service at West Orchard. The dark 
evenings seem to keep people away but do remember that East 
Orchards Service is held at St Lukes on the Second Sunday of the 
month at 11am.

The Orchards 

Thank you to everyone who has supported the fundraising events 
held in December. The Christmas Bazaar in St Luke’s raised £451 and 
the Bingo at Manston Hall later in the same week raised a fantastic 
£510 an evening much enjoyed by all who attended. The donations of 
items and help with stalls is much appreciated

The PCC continue to meet regularly, discuss concerns and make 
decisions about our churches, our services and most importantly 
how we can continue and hopefully build a stronger fellowship in our 
churches. We look forward to welcoming Pam Rink as our Vicar at her 
induction on 4th February. Details of the service venue and time will be 
in the Keyring. We do hope that you will be able to attend this special 
service.

It is the end of another year, a long year when our Team Vicars have 
been stretched to the limit trying to cover all the services across the 
team. 2016 will bring new hope and experiences for us all.

We would especially like to thank Christopher, Jan, Jo and Mary who 
have ventured down to us, at times on dark wintery evenings with 
only small congregations for whom to lead services. We really enjoy 
your visits: each one has been special and left us feeling uplifted.
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       St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in January

Sunday   3rd January   8.00 am Prayer Book Holy Communion 
Sunday 17th January 11.00 am Holy Communion with hymns 
Every Wednesday   9.00 am Morning Prayer

A Quarter Peal in Compton

On November 26th, we were delighted to welcome five ringers 
to our church to ring a Quarter Peal, (1260 changes). Those 
ringers came from Gillingham, Shaftesbury, Salisbury and 
Bradpole (Salisbury Diocese)   and from Bridgewater (Bath & 
Wells).  It was particularly pleasing that two of those ringers, 
Ross Robertson and Robert Wellen, had rung a Quarter Peal 
(with Henry Moule) when the bells were rehung in 2002! 

Morning Prayer

Since October Morning Prayer has been said in St Mary’s every 
Wednesday morning at 9am.  It takes about half an hour and everyone 
is welcome.

The service includes informal prayers for things which are particularly 
on our minds. If you’re not able to come, but would like prayers 
for yourself, for someone you know or for specific issues, please let 
one of the church wardens know.  Alternatively, you could add your 
prayer request to our prayer board, on the wall behind the font.  

Thank You to Our Lockers Up and Flower Arrangers

Many people visited St Mary’s in 2015 - including some from New 
Zealand.    A big thank you to all the lockers up who ensured that they 
found the church open, and to the flower arrangers who made it look 
lovely and well cared for. 
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There will be no Community Lunch on Friday 1st January 

BUT

There will be an opportunity for us to meet up at a special Coffee 
Morning on Wednesday 13 January 2016 in the Church Hall from 
10.00am to 12 noon.

Then, we are back with the Community Lunch on

Friday 5th February 
12 noon to 1.30pm. in the Church
No need to book but a donation towards costs is always appreciated. 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ONE AND ALL

St John’s, Enmore Green

St Peter’s, Shaftesbury

No report received.

St Mary’s, Motcombe

No report received
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