
              February 2016

Key Ring
Magazine of the Shaftesbury Team of 

Churches

O Lord my God, when I  in awesome wonder
consider all the works Thy hand hath made



2

The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@stmin.org.uk 

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                   01747 852193  simon@stmin.org.uk 
                                                   The Revd Pam Rink              pam@stmin.org.uk

Associate Priest:: The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                    01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk 

Ordinand:   Kirsty Wells
   01747 823562  

Helen has Friday, Simon & Jan have Monday as their day of rest

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
The Revd Jan Crossley                                  01747 852545

Team administrator: Katy Ashman                                    01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 office@stmin.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday
Web site: http://stmin.org.uk

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                  keyring@stmin.org.uk

Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  Rosie King   854093
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 



3

Dear Friends,

We have an exciting month ahead as we welcome the Revd Pam Rink as our 
new Team Vicar. Pam will have particular responsibility for the churches in 
Motcombe, East & West Orchard and Margaret Marsh, but will also share in 
ministry across the Team.

Pam will be licensed by the Venerable Antony MacRow-Wood, Archdeacon 
of Dorset, in St Mary’s Church, Motcombe at 7pm on Thursday 4th February. 
Everyone is welcome and I hope as many of you as possible will be there to 
celebrate the start of Pam’s ministry among us. Refreshments will be served 
afterwards at Motcombe Primary School.

Pam’s licensing is an important moment in the life of our Team of churches 
for a number of reasons. Firstly, because Pam brings gifts and experiences 
that will make it possible for us all to serve God together in new ways. Pam 
comes to us from leading the Pilsdon Community at West Malling, a Christian 
community that offers a safe home for people who, for all sorts of reasons, 
require a safe and supportive place to live with others for a while. I’ve no 
doubt that Pam’s experiences there and in her parish work will enable God to 
call our Team to follow him along new paths.

Secondly, we will be back up to full strength in our clergy team after being 
one down for 18 months, and two down for 12 of those months. It wouldn’t 
have been possible to keep the show on the road without everyone pulling 
together. The people who made it work are too many to name and it’s a 
testament to the goodwill and collaboration that exists across the Team that 
we come to Pam’s licensing in such good heart. 

We can also give thanks that although there is a shortage of clergy nationally, 
Salisbury Diocese has placed a great vote of confidence in us by continuing 
to allocate three full-time clergy to our Team alongside our Associate Priest, 
Jan, and our lay ministers and retired clergy. The challenge now is to show 
that their confidence is well-founded by continuing to serve God and 
neighbour and to grow – I am sure that if God is willing we are up to it!

The beginning of Pam’s ministry with us is a good time for us all to reflect on 
our own ministry. Perhaps you don’t think you’re a minister, but think again. 
A minister is someone who serves on behalf of another. That’s why we call 
senior members of the Government ‘Ministers’ – because they are serving the 
Crown. 

Every Christian should have a Christian ministry, something we do to 
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serve God, no matter how big or small. Our ministry might be something 
we do in Church, like reading, or cleaning, or leading children’s work. Or 
it might be something we do in the community, like visiting people who 
would otherwise be lonely, helping with reading in one of our schools, or 
contributing to the life of our town and villages by helping at fetes, fairs 
or carnivals. Even when we find ourselves physically frail, perhaps stuck at 
home through illness, we can share in the vital ministry of prayer, because 
without a foundation in prayer, nothing we do as a church will come to 
anything. However we do it, when we respond to God’s love for us in service, 
we are ministering in His name. 

This month I know we will all be praying for Pam as she joins us in the 
Shaftesbury Team Ministry, but let’s pray for each other as well. Let’s pray that 
God will continue to inspire us all to serve Him, that we will hear His call and 
that we will respond with joy and minister in His name. God has a ministry 
in mind for each one of us, He calls us by name and asks us to help make His 
love known.

With every blessing,

Helen

LPA News 

We are well into the New Year now and can look forward to lighter evenings 
and hopefully drier weather!  I realise how fortunate we are to be living in 
Shaftesbury - a hilltop town and as such we don’t face the awful flooding 
in our houses and businesses like the people further north have seen.  It is 
heartbreaking for them to see their homes ruined and we can just pray for 
them in this situation.

The Weldmar Snowdrop Services are taking place in February - a time for 
anyone who has lost a loved one to come and remember them and to talk and 
share with others who are in a similar situation.  The Service for Shaftesbury is 
this year being held at the Roman Catholic Church on Sunday 14th February 
at 3pm. All are welcome.

Ann D.
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St James’ Church

Carol Singing around St James. After a warm drink, 21 singers and collectors 
braved a wintry storm to bring glad tidings to the people of St James. Led by 
Julian, they covered quite a lot of the Village and Ye Olde Two Brewers, where 
a little more fuel was added in the form of mulled cider. They finally dripped 
their way into Jill Sumner’s house, where she had prepared a warm welcome 
and food and drink. The carol sheets had been reduced to papier mâché! The 
sum of £243.68 was raised for the benefit of The Children’s Society so it was 
well worth the soaking. Many thanks to all those who braved the elements 
and to Jill for her hospitality.

Important!

Saturday February 27th in the Arts Centre.   The Re-Ordering Committee 
(ROC) has organised a fundraiser “An audience with Mrs Joyce Barnaby (Jane 
Wymark) of Midsomer Murders fame”. This will be a light hearted, informal 
chat about her role in this long running popular TV series and the second half 
will be for questions & answers. The bar will be open beforehand and in the 
interval and there will be a display in the foyer of how we intend progressing 
with our plans for renovating our lovely church. The tickets are £10, only from 
the Arts Centre Box Office.  Please support this event by bringing family and 
friends both near and further afield; come and mix with the Shaftesbury 
community and share the enthusiasm for this project.

A Tribute to Lois Sutton

Lois, who died in November, was introduced to St James’  by ‘ Coffee’, the church 
dog, not long after she and John had moved to Shaftesbury. She became a 
loyal member of the church community even when health problems meant 
that she couldn’t attend church as often as she would have liked. Her Christian 
faith was strong and she sought out other ways to help the church.

Lois was a very creative person; she was a gifted writer, seamstress, embroiderer 
and artist. When she had an idea for a painting, the inspiration seemed to 
flow down her arm to her hand and on to the blank canvas till the work was 
finished. What she offered in her art was a glimpse into how she saw the world 
-  a world of light and beauty and meaning. I always felt that in all her creative 
work she was honouring the Creator by finding such joy and pleasure in the 
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work she produced and using well the gifts that God had given her.   She was 
a good story-teller and I loved listening to her stories, especially of her life as a 
child on the farm and the life she and John had lived in the army and beyond, 
especially the time spent in Canada.

Her interest in, and thought for others, was typical of her generosity of spirit. 
She prayed for people faithfully. She was a very grateful person – thankful 
for letters, visits and phone calls.  She was especially thankful for Home 
Communion brought to her by Revd Mary Harding and then by Revd Jan 
Crossley. It meant so much to her. When she couldn’t get to church, then the 
church came to her.

She was also a humble person, in the truest and best sense of the word; 
appreciative of the gifts that God had given her that she could share with 
others – not just her creative gifts, but her great capacity for loving and 
welcoming people into her home and family life. Her life revolved around her 
family, her husband John, and her children, Richard and Sarah.  Thanks to their 
loving care, Lois’s spirit, though tempered by discomfort and illness in her later 
years, was never quenched. Lois’s family and friends felt great sadness when 
she died, but all who knew her are so very glad that she lived.   
                 

Anne Heywood

Abbey School

The last weeks of the Autumn term ended most enjoyably with a number 
of activities. ‘Babushka’, performed by Years 1, 2 and 3 was a huge success. 
The individual actors were amazing in their roles, speaking their lines fluently 
and with feeling. They were well supported by the rest of the cast, suitably 
costumed for the occasion and joining in enthusiastically.  The school choir 
and band again provided music of a high standard in their Christmas concert 
with notable performances by young soloists.

The Reception class Nativity Play is described below.

The Abbey School choir joined with choirs from local schools at St Peter’s 
church to sing carols and other Christmas songs, followed by doughnuts and 
hot chocolate. They also visited Shaftesbury residential homes and Trinity 
Centre to entertain audiences.
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Term ended with the school Carol Service in church, well attended as usual by 
families and friends, and the school Christmas party.          

Jan Wilson

Nativity at Abbey School

I took a break from my Christmas rush last Wednesday afternoon, and  found 
myself rushing to get a seat at Abbey School Reception Class’ Nativity Play 
- it was good to sit and the hall was already packed with expectant mums 
and dads. The first act was an impromptu greeting as youngsters recognised 
their parents and lots of grins and waves were exchanged from both the stage 
and the audience. We were invited to silence our mobile phones and then the 
play took flight with the familiar action interspersed with lovely catchy tunes 
sung with gusto by all the children. The costumes were lovely and colourful 
– Gabriel’s wings were so realistic I felt sure he would take off in a stronger 
wind. All the angels, whether wearing tea towels or haloes, were as angelic 
as could be, and the donkey responded well to a spirited song with Ee-Aw as 
the main chorus! Never mind that there was more than one innkeeper (the 
last one was surely not the first they’d tried!), as all were enjoying themselves 
and did their part like seasoned hoofers.  The whole production was a glorious 
blend of colour, sound and enthusiasm - pride by the children in what they 
were achieving, and by their parents in how well they were doing it, and the 
warmth of the whole occasion was genuine. I was so glad I had squeezed time 
out of my Christmas rush to see the honesty and enthusiasm of the children’s 
performance. Much work had gone into the scenery, the lights, the songs and 
the costumes, and the whole-hearted contributions of staff and parents added 
much to the success, but without the children’s efforts the magic would just 
not have been there. Thank you everyone for the happy time-out from life’s 
jostle and panic.          

Paul Cooper

Pilgrim Service

The theme at our service on Sunday 10th January was ‘Our Journey – Whose 
Direction?’. We may like to think we’re the ‘Captain of our ship’, but do we 
control the wind, too? Please consider joining us for this less traditional kind 
of service, interspersed with songs from the Celtic tradition, on the second 
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Sunday in each month at 6pm, the next one being on Sunday 14th February. 
Afterwards we share friendship and refreshments.

Lent Lunches

In the dark and rather dismal days following Christmas and the New Year, it 
is good to look forward to the spring, Easter……and our series of six Lent 
Lunches.  The committee had to have a planning meeting early in 2016  
because the first one is on Friday February 12th and as usual, they continue 
for the following five Fridays.  The venue, as always, is Shaftesbury Town Hall 
and we open the doors at noon.  If you have been before, you will know that 
these lunches are an ideal opportunity to meet and break bread together 
whilst enjoying some excellent home-made soup.  If you haven’t been before, 
why not come along and see for yourself. All are welcome and the voluntary 
donations are a vital contribution to the work that Christian Aid is doing all 
over the world.  2015 was a challenging year to say the least and resources 
were stretched to the limit.  Who knows what this year will bring?  We continue 
to pray for peace and justice and that there will be fewer natural disasters to 
cause hardship and sickness, but the aid agencies need to be prepared for 
these as well as continuing their education and development programmes. 
Your contributions - no matter how large or small – are desperately needed 
and greatly appreciated.                             

Sue Ballett

Recycling Sale for Sudan – Saturday 26th March

Please start sorting out those unwanted items for the above sale. Remember 
‘one man’s trash is another man’s treasure’! Julian Richards will be pleased 
to receive these and larger items can be collected. Ring Julian on 852883 or 
Email julian@archaemedia.co.uk 

From the Registers

Friday 8th January – Funeral of Barbara Thompson

Advance Notice of other 2016 Dates for your Diary!

APCM Sunday 17th April 

Christmas Fair Saturday 26th November

mailto:julian@archaemedia.co.uk
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St Peter’s

Reading Club at Shaftesbury Primary School was scheduled to re-start for 2016 
on January 14, as we went to press. We could use more volunteers, because 
the need continues to be much greater than the help we can offer.

Volunteers give about 45 minutes each Thursday afternoon in term time, 
to sit and listen to the reading of a child who will benefit from a little one-
to-one support. No special skills are required. The children are primarily 
in year 2.  For most volunteers this takes a little over an hour each week, 
from leaving home to getting back.  Those who can make it regularly are 
particularly valuable to the programme, but volunteers who can only be 
there occasionally are also welcome, to fill gaps as they arise.   
 
If you would like to know more, please contact Ros Wetherilt at 
ros.wetherilt@yahoo.co.uk or speak to her in church to see how you could 
help.

Children’s Society House Collecting Box Exchange

Home collecting boxes for the Children’s Society will be exchanged at the 
All-Age Service at St Peter’s Church, 9.30am on Sunday 7th February 2016.  
The Children’s Society is a national Church of England charity that runs 
local projects, helping children and young people when they are at their 
most vulnerable, and have nowhere left to turn.  The Children’s Society 
fights child poverty and neglect, to help give children a better chance in 
life.  You can find out more about their work on their website:  http://www.
childrenssociety.org.uk  If you are a box holder, please bring your box to the 
service.  If you are unable to attend, please ask someone else to bring it or 
contact Chris Jones on 850791.  If you’d like a collecting box for the first time 
this year, Chris will be delighted to hear from you.

Healing on the Streets

There will be a meeting on Wednesday February 24th at The Father’s House 
at 7.30 pm to make plans for our Saturday morning prayer times outside the 
Town Hall (which begin again on March 26th).

 If you feel drawn to and want to find out more about this amazing ministry, 
you will be most welcome.

 Patrick Riley   (853088)

mailto:ros.wetherilt@yahoo.co.uk
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St Peter’s St James’ St John’s

Enmore 
Green

St Mary’s

Motcombe

February 7th

 Next before 
Lent

9.30am

Family 
Service

9.30am

HC CW1

3.30pm

Evensong

11.15am

HC BCP

February 14th

1st Sunday of 
Lent

8.00am 

HC BCP

9.30am 

HC CW1

9.30am 

HC BCP

6.00pm

Pilgrim 

Service

11.15am

HC CW1

9:30am

HC CW1 

February 21st

2nd Sunday 
of Lent

9.30am

HC CW1

9.30am

HC CW1

11:15am

HC CW1

8.00am

HC BCP

9:30am

The Gathering 

February 28th

3rd Sunday of 
Lent

9.30am

HC CW1

8am

HC BCP

9.30am

HC CW1

11.15am

Family 
Service

3pm  Stories

 at Teatime

9.30am

HC CW1

  Weekday Morning Prayer Services

  St Peter’s   8.30am  Monday - Friday  
  St James’   9:00am  Tuesday - Friday 
  St Mary’s Motcombe   8.30am  Friday 
  St Mary’s Compton Abbas 9:00am  Wednesday 
  St Thomas Melbury   8.30am  Friday
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St Mary’s
Compton 

Abbas

St Thomas’
   Melbury

St Margaret
  Margaret
    Marsh

St Thomas’
     East
  Orchard

St Luke’s
West 

Orchard

February 
7th

Next be-
fore Lent

8am
HC  BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

11.15am
HC  BCP

6.30pm
Evening 
Service

February 
14th

1st Sun-
day of 
Lent

11.15am
HC CW1
(at West 
Orchard)

February 
21st

2nd Sun-
day of 
Lent

11.15am
HC  CW1

11.15am
Matins

11.15am
Matins

February 
28th

3rd Sun-
day of 
Lent

11.15am
HC CW1

11.15am
Matins

Weekday Morning Prayer Services
St Peter’s                               8.30am    Monday - Friday
St James’                               9am         Tuesday - Friday
St Mary’s, Motcombe             8.30am    Monday - Friday
St Mary’s, Compton Abbas    9am         Wednesday
St Thomas, Melbury               8.30am    Friday
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St John’s, Enmore Green

Friday 5 February    12 noon to 1.30pm  Community Lunch in the Church. All 
Welcome.  Donation towards costs appreciated.  

The start of Lent means there will be no Community Lunch on the 4th March

Sunday 28th February 3-5pm in the church, Stories at Tea-time for young 
families. 

Come and enjoy stories, craft, singing and games, followed by a cooked tea. 
Ring Elizabeth on 01747 850654 for more details or if you or your child have 
any special dietary requirements. Booking is not essential but it does make 
the catering a bit easier. We have moved  to the church as, when we move the 
chairs back, it gives us a better space than the hall . 

The Team House group is currently meeting on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of 
the month at 8.00pm  at 15 The Knapp, Enmore Green, the home of David and 
Elizabeth Preston.   It is open to anyone across the Team.  All are welcome.  For 
more details contact Elizabeth (01747 850654) or Gillian (01747 811263)

Looking Back 

December began with another successful Advent Coffee morning giving 
Enmore Greeners an opportunity to chat, buy Christmas gifts, home made 
cakes and take part in the Christmas raffle. We raised £189.60 towards 
necessary maintenance.   

Carol Singing.    A small intrepid band once again trudged around Enmore 
Green but we were fortunate that it didn’t rain.  We raised £130.00  for the 
Weldmar Hospice   

Our Carol Service was very well attended with both galleries in use.  Many 
thanks to the St. John’s Occasional Singers with their conductor Brian Watts 
who led the singing as well as performing their own carols.  

Just before the Big Day, on the 22nd December,  young children with parents 
or grandparents gathered round our Christmas Tree in St. John’s and enjoyed 
craft, singing, stories and fun, followed by tea and a small present form the 
tree.  Once again we were glad of the flexibility of our chairs, which we were 
able to move back to give the children plenty of room to run around . 
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To round off our year, St. John’s had the pleasure of hosting the Team Service 
and celebrated the feast of our patron saint.  Our Vicar, Simon, led us in a joyful 
and inspiring worship which was attended by 80 people.  The collection went 
to Team funds with a specific remit for the Children’s work carried out by the 
Team during the year – Messy Church at Motcombe, Lighthouse at Shaftesbury 
Primary School and Stories at Teatime with St. John’s.

St Mary’s, Motcombe

We are becoming excited about the forthcoming  advent of our new vicar...
there has been much cleaning of the vicarage and mowing of lawns...by the 
time you read the nexi ssue our eighteen months in exile will be over and we 
will have crossed the Red Sea and reached the promised land!  More about 
this next month.

I hope you have noticed the new tidiness and orderliness in the Churchyard 
at St Mary’s which was recognised by the Dorset Wildlife Trust when they 
awarded a bronze medal to St Mary’s for the way it had managed its 
Churchyard last year.   Thanks are mainly due to the efforts of Alan and Angela  
who took on the tasks of mowing and keeping the area generally tidy late 
last year, and for the introduction to the trust by the same Angela Peebles,    
 
I‘ve taken on the responsibility of organising the efforts of these helpers and 
some others who volunteered and I would be grateful if you would let me 
know again if you can help  when the grass and trees burst back into life in 
Spring with the occasional helping hand when we organise a clean up as a 
group from time to time. Please telephone Peter Moull on 854538 if you would 
like to join with others and keep up the good work as and when required.  It 
won’t be hard or heavy work, just a bit of companionship among like minded 
people who see the Churchyard as a village attraction.  We want to extend our 
coverage of the things we want to do for visitors including a Nature Notebook 
for anything special that is observed by anybody, and conservation information 
cards about the specimens of plant and animal life that we have here, like the 
yew tree cutting that can trace its origin back several hundred years.  We also 
want to encourage children in the local primary school to take an active role 
as botanists and zoologists in the management of our heritage, and to take 
a pride in the Churchyard as the focus of their interest and natural curiosity,    
 
I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Peter Moull
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Wishing you all a very happy and blessed New Year. 
 
Many thanks to the many of you who helped at our Nativity Festival in 
December.  It was wonderful to see so many exhibits from around the world.   
We were pleased to be able to invite people into our church, offer a friendly 
greeting and to give refreshments as they wandered round looking at the 
displays.   
 
Our Carols by Candlelight is always a wonderful way of involving the 
community.  It was great to have representatives from our Preservation 
Society, the Millennium Committee, the Women’s Institute, the Parish Council 
and our own PCC Committee to read our lessons.  Thank you all very much.  
A lot of work was involved on the night getting the church ready and in 
serving refreshments.   
 
As always our church looked stunning for our Christmas celebrations.  Many 
thanks to Ann Brooks, Valerie Warrington and their team for the lovely 
greenery decorations during Advent and for the flowers for our Christmas 
Day celebrations. 
 
Breakfast continues on Friday 12th February from 8.30 - 9.30am.  If you 
haven’t been before do come along and enjoy a delicious breakfast in lovely 
company!  There will also be a Holy Communion Service at 10am for those 
who wish to attend. 
 
News from the Bell Tower

Twenty-nine bell-ringers came to St Thomas’s on the afternoon of 5th 
December to ring the bells. A service taken by Revd Simon Chambers, for 
which Pat Fry played the organ, followed and a delicious tea in the village hall 
afterwards was provided by Melbury Abbas W.I.  This was accompanied by the 
AGM of the Mere Branch of the Salisbury Guild of Ringers.   One of our ringers, 
Judith Williamson, stood down as Master Ringer and  Training Officer, twin 
posts which she has held with distinction.  Another of our ringers, Richard 
Poole, whom we share with Motcombe, succeeded Judith as Master Ringer.    
Luckily Judith’s immense experience and warm encouragement will not be 
lost to the Melbury ringers, who are practising to ring a quarter-peal for Her 
Majesty’s ninetieth birthday next year. Judith has rung 400 peals, which is 
a huge achievement considering Melbury ringers are still struggling with a 
quarter-peal.
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  ST THOMAS’S PRESERVATION SOCIETY

Held their annual coffee morning on 5th December.  Sadly due to ill health, 
Sue and Bob Breach were unable to host this event at Ivy Paddock.  However, 
Juliet Bichard stood in and we re-located to Melbury Mill.  Everyone was very 
generous and as a result the amount raised was a new record of £544.00.  
Thanks to all those who helped and to all those who contributed by attending.  
Meanwhile you will be happy to hear Sue is ‘on the mend’.

CHANGE OF SERVICE TIMINGS 

From the beginning of this month, our regular pattern of service will change; 
the new pattern will be: 

1st Sunday  9.30 am Common Worship Holy Communion 

2nd Sunday  No service at St Thomas’s 

3rd Sunday  11.15 am Matins 

4th Sunday   11.15 am Common Worship Holy Communion. 

5th Sunday  10 am Team service 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

Thursday 4th February - the licensing of our new Team Vicar Pam Rink will 
take place at Motcombe Parish Church to which you are all invited. 

Saturday 19th March at 7pm in the Melbury Abbas Village Hall; a talk by John 
Blashford-Snell on “the Legend of Livingstone”. 

John will be giving us an in-depth illustrated lecture during which time he 
will endeavour to reveal who the real Livingstone was, his achievements, 
his failures and his legacy today. He will recount stories from the doctor’s 
adventures in Africa, from his many encounters with lions and his discovery 
of Mosi-oa-Tunya (‘the smoke that thunders’ )which he renamed Victoria 
Falls. There is a fascinating account of how his body was returned from 
East Africa to London. This will be an illustrated lecture on one of the most 
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popular national heroes of the late 19th century.

Born on 19th March 1813, this explorer, writer, missionary, medic and anti-
slavery campaigner rose from humble beginnings in a Lanarkshire tenement 
to become celebrated as ‘Africa’s first freedom fighter.’ His works gave him 
almost mythical status as a wonderful example of a rags to riches success 
story and even today his influence is seen and felt across swathes of Africa.

Tickets will be available from 1st February priced at £12 and can be purchased 
from Jan Crossley, tel.no 01747 852545 or Christine Potter on 01747 851857.  
There will be a bar for purchasing drinks. This is a joint fundraiser for our 
Church and also the Village Hall Committee.  Please come along and support 
this wonderful event. 

A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children while 
they were drawing. She would occasionally walk around to see each 
child’s work.  As she got to one little girl who was working diligently, 
she asked what the drawing was.

The girl replied, ‘I’m drawing God.’

The teacher paused and said, ‘But no one knows what God looks like.’

Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing, the girl replied, 
‘They will in a minute.’
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St Mary’s, Compton Abbas

Services in February

Sunday   7th February          8.00 am Prayer Book Holy Communion 
Sunday 21st February 11.00 am Holy Communion with hymns 
Every Wednesday    9.00 am Morning Prayer

A Belated Christmas Thank You 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our Christmas celebrations at  
Compton, by taking part in services, decorating the church and providing 
food and drink for the village Christmas party.  A special thank you to the  
children who acted out the Nativity story at our Crib Service and to Scrumpy 
Jack, the donkey, for appearing once again on the road to Bethlehem.

Parish Map 
The Parish Map group continues to meet and has produced many pictures  
of animals, birds, flowers, trees and buildings which will appear on the  
finished map.  We may not manage to squeeze in absolutely everything that 
was mentioned on the questionnaires that were sent out in the beginning, 
but the map will include most of the things people said they specially like 
about Compton Abbas and Twyford.

We hope there will be a village coffee morning in the Spring, where people 
will be able to see how the map is coming along.  Watch this space for more 
information!  

Visitors to St Mary’s in 2015 
More than seventy people visited the church in 2015, from as far away as 
South  Africa, Hong Kong and New Zealand, and there are lots of appreciative 
comments in the visitors’ book.  Thank you, lockers-up, for making this  
possible.
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

The Orchards 

Thank you to all who supported our services over the Christmas Festival

The Christingle service raised £46.32p for the Children’s Society

Back to normal - we will hold our regular service at St Lukes on 7th February

St Thomas East Orchard

Update. We are now in the process of applying for a Faculty which is 
necessary for the works. The application has been submitted. It is hoped 
we will have permission to continue by the time the weather improves and 
ground conditions are suitable for the investigations.

Tea and Chat- Please ask about the venue for February; it will be West 
Orchard.

CHRISTIAN AID LENT LUNCHES

in the Town Hall begin on Friday 12th February, and run through Lent. 

St. John’s will be joining with St. James and Father’s House to organise the 
first of this year’s Christian Aid Lent Lunches 

10.00 – 12 noon in the Town Hall – preparation.

12 noon – 1.30  Lunches 

The start of Lent will mean there will be no Community Lunch on the 4th March

The Orchards and Margaret Marsh take their turn on Friday 26 February. 
Offers of help for making the soup and also items for the  bring and buy much 
appreciated. Please contact  Nancy on 01258 472129

St Peter’s are responsible for Friday 4th  March so any help and support 
would be appreciated. Noon – 1:30pm, with Traidcraft and bring and buy. All 
welcome.  Please contact Gill Hunt on 01747 853707.

tel:01747 853707
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Hello from the new Team Administrator, Katy Ashman who 
started on January 4th in the Team Office.

I have a long administrative background, and when I’m not in the office I teach 
flute and bassoon, and run music workshops in care homes all over Dorset 
which compliments the Team Office job wonderfully. I have lived in Dorset, 
near Sherborne, all my life, and I have a particular interest in the Dorset Historic 
Churches Trust and am fund-raising for them later in the year with a musical 
equivalent of the ride and stride! Thank you to everyone who has called into 
the office to introduce themselves, I am very pleased to be working with a 
very kind and patient group of the community. Team office opening hours are 
Monday to Friday, 9am-12noon, do drop in and say hello. 

Best Wishes,

Katy
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From the Editor

For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Wendy Tindall-Shepherd.  I 
live in Motcombe and have worshipped at St John’s for the past eight years; 
before that I attended St Michael the Archangel in Mere and St Mary’s in 
Gillingham and sang in the choirs of both churches.

I read History at Oxford and had three separate careers – industry, the Royal 
Navy and human resources management with the John Lewis Partnership, 
brought to an untimely end by the onset of Multiple Sclerosis, which now 
confines me to a wheelchair.  Since then I have worked for the Blackmore Vale 
Magazine and still work as a freelance editor on a number of publications.  I 
am used to working in full colour and dealing with commercial printers and 
distributors  in the UK and overseas, so helping to produce Key Ring will be 
a new experience but one to which I am looking forward.  As with all new 
experiences I have much to learn so there may well be hiccups in the early 
stages and in this regard I hope you will be patient.



WASHING MACHINES FIXED FAST

+ ELECTRIC COOKERS

STORAGE HEATERS & DYSONS

+ PHONE POINT INSTALLATION

L E D LIGHTING UPGRADES

OVENOLOGY

01747 850971 or 07761 578482

DEADLINE

for March Key Ring
is

9th February 2016 
by 5pm

THE LEGEND OF LIVINGSTONE

A talk by John Blashford-Snell in Melbury Abbas Village Hall 
on Saturday, 19th March at 7pm

Tickets at £12.00 will be available from 1st February from Jan Crossley 
(01747 852545) or Christine Potter (01747 851857

Cash Bar

In aid of St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas and Melbury Abbas Village Hall 
Committee


