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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@stmin.org.uk 

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                   01747 852193  simon@stmin.org.uk 
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@stmin.org.uk

Associate Priest:: The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                    01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk 

Ordinand:   Kirsty Wells
   01747 823562  

Helen has Friday, Simon & Jan have Monday as their day of rest

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
The Revd Jan Crossley                                  01747 852545

Team administrator: Katy Ashman                                    01747 853060
The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW

 office@stmin.org.uk
Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Web site: http://stmin.org.uk

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                  keyring@stmin.org.uk

Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  Rosie King   854093
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article
Moving home is never easy especially if it means leaving the familiarity of a place 
you’ve lived in for a long time and friends you’ve known for years. It is supposed to be 
one of the most stressful times. 

But for Dennis and me it has been much more of a transformative time. Our lives here 
are quite different to the life we were living before. We were living in community with 
others, from all walks of life, who had met with much adversity and were – are – taking 
time, in a secure and supportive environment, to gather themselves so as to build 
once again meaningful lives and relationships. We also welcomed wayfarers, men and 
women who have chosen an itinerant way of life, to spend a few days with us, enjoying 
warmth, good food and company. Our experiences and the amazing people we met 
transformed our perspective on life, people and our faith, giving us insights and 
experiences that, I think, have changed us for the better and helped us to realise fully 
that we can see Christ in everyone. Our time in community encapsulated the wonderful 
African concept of ‘Ubuntu’ or ‘I am because you are’ – our interactions with others are 
what make us who we are as human beings and as the people God wants us to be.

Moving to join the Shaftesbury Team is proving to be just as transformative. We 
have experienced an amazingly warm welcome from people who clearly find their 
relationships with God and with each other important, working very hard to build up 
their churches and communities. It is exciting and a huge privilege to be here and to 
have the opportunity to live and work alongside people who have such a love for God 
and for their neighbours.

A few weeks ago, just as Lent was beginning, our Sunday Gospel was the story of 
the Transfiguration where Jesus takes Peter, James and John up the mountain and is 
transfigured or transformed before them. The disciples came to see Jesus in a different 
light.  The Jesus who accompanied them down the mountain was profoundly different 
in their eyes from the Jesus who led them up there. And although they did not fully 
understand what had happened to them, they also knew that THEY were not the same 
men who had followed Jesus up the mountain.

Change or transformation is something that seemed to be integral to Jesus’ ministry. 
He challenged, invited, or sometimes forced change in everyone. He tended to rebuke 
those who heard his teaching yet wanted to remain unchanged by it. Change, growth 
and healing are at the core of our faith. Not only those who were healed were forever 
changed by their encounter with Jesus but just about all who heard him or came close 
to him. By his transfiguration Jesus challenges his followers not to think that they have 
arrived, but that they have more growing and changing to do. 
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We, as individuals and as a community, are being challenged by our time in history to 
see Jesus in a different light - not because we didn’t know him before, but because the 
ever-changing needs of our world, our communities and our churches demand that we 
be willing to see Christ with new eyes. 

The challenges of moving to a new place, meeting new people and beginning a new 
journey are exciting, and are a part of that ever-changing world we face every day.

And so we enter April, leaving behind Lent and having experienced the joy of the 
resurrection at Easter, with spring well underway. May the transformation, that by 
then will have taken place in our gardens and elsewhere in nature, be mirrored in our 
own transformation. Let us allow ourselves to encounter the risen Lord and in that 
encounter become transfigured. 

With every blessing,

Pam

A few people have asked about the origin of the quotation on the cover of last month’s 
Key Ring, so here is the whole poem (Ed)

God’s Grandeur

Gerard Manley Hopkins, 1844 - 1889 

The world is charged with the grandeur of God. 
   It will flame out, like shining from shook foil; 
   It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil 
Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod? 
Generations have trod, have trod, have trod; 
   And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil; 
   And wears man’s smudge and shares man’s smell: the soil 
Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod. 
 
And for all this, nature is never spent; 
   There lives the dearest freshness deep down things; 
And though the last lights off the black West went 
   Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs-- 
Because the Holy Ghost over the bent 
   World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings.
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St John’s in the Town Hall
Saturday 23rd April

To celebrate the 90th birthday of Her Majesty the Queen on 21st 
April, the 400th anniversary of the death of William Shakespeare 

and the feast day of the patron saint of England, St George of Cap-
padocia, on 23rd April, St John’s will be hosting an entertainment 

with a difference.

In the morning come and watch a cake 
decorating demonstration and then have a 
go at doing it yourself (materials provided)

Full details on Page 23

In the afternoon  come and enjoy a Tea fit for a 
Queen

For further details please see Page 23
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St Peter’s
Annual Parish Meeting and APCM

This year we have a change in the arrangements for the Parish Meeting to elect the 
Church Wardens and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM).  In the past these 
have always been evening meetings, but this year they will take place immediately 
after the 9.30 Parish Communion Service on Sunday 24th April.  All lay people on 
the electoral roll and those living in the parish are entitled to attend and take part in 
proceedings of the Annual Parish Meeting, but only lay people on the electoral roll are 
entitled to remain for the APCM. The main purposes of the APCM are:

1 for church members to receive reports from the PCC on changes in the 
electoral roll, the activities of the PCC and of the parish, a financial report, a 
report on the fabric and goods of the church and a report on the deanery 
synod, and be free to discuss them. 

2 Elect Representatives to the deanery synod, elect PCC members, appoint 
sidesmen and appoint an independent examiner.

Copies of the Annual Report of the PCC for January – December 2015 will be 
available in the church during April for church members to read before the 
meeting.

Changing times: can you help?

St Peter’s has benefited enormously over the years from the commitment of many 
volunteers in key roles.  This was never more important than during our recent 
vacancy, when the pressures on the clergy team meant that the many ministries based 
in our church and congregation relied almost entirely on the work of our dedicated 
volunteer leadership.  We came through that vacancy in good shape.  But now we face 
the need for a new generation of volunteer leaders to step up to the plate alongside 
those experienced and long-serving volunteers who have done so much for St Peter’s. 

At the time of writing, roles currently looking for new volunteer support include 
Stewardship officer, production co-ordinator for Key Ring and helpers for our youth 
and children’s ministry.  Others will no doubt arise before too long.  Please consider 
whether you could offer a commitment to any of these or to other needs, as we work 
to keep St Peter’s at the heart of our community, where it belongs.  Speak to Revd 
Helen or to one our our Church Wardens if you would like to learn more about whether 
any help you could offer can be worked into the arrangements for running one of 
these roles.  Below, two of our many volunteers write about roles they undertake.

Michael Pattison
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Ding-dong merrily on high

Have you ever wondered how they make all that noise as you step into church on 
Sunday morning?  Finding out is quite difficult as you have to clamber up a narrow spiral 
staircase that is often quite dark and your only guide is a rope hanging down the spine 
of the steps. The stairs are decidedly alternating one-way traffic. If you do meet someone 
coming the other way, the squeezing past can be quite intimate.  Once you get up there, 
into the ringing chamber, all is light and you will see six or so, quite normal men and 
women, rhythmically pulling away at their ropes.

Learning to handle those ropes is quite a task, as you have to control half a ton or so of 
metal that is swinging in a 360°arc, about 20 feet above your head!  Pull too hard and you 
will break the wooden stay that stops the bell doing a complete cartwheel and the rope, 
and you if you are not careful, will be dragged up into the ceiling above. Pull too gently 
and the bell won’t swing properly and you will be out of time with the rest of the band.  It 
is very easy to drop a clanger.  So the real skill is getting the bell to swing at just the right 
speed and clang within a fraction of a second in your slot in the team.Having mastered 
that you will be ready to ring “rounds” where the bells simply keep sounding in the same 
regular order.  Rather a bit boring for the experts who much prefer “change ringing” 
where the bells continually change their order in ever more complicated combinations, 
or, as they are called, “methods”.  These methods have lovely old fashioned names, 
from “Plain Hunt”, the simplest, to “Grandsire”, “Reverse Canterbury” to the vastly more 
complex “London Surprise”  etc. etc.

So ringing is both physical and mental and, for some of us at least, a splendid way of 
keeping old age at bay. But, why else do we do it? Mostly, I suspect, because we enjoy it 
and the socialising that goes with it, meeting new people and ringing more challenging 
bells and methods when we venture to other parishes. There is, of course a sense of duty, 
as we call the faithful to prayer, although the less faithful may resent our exercise as a 
noisy intrusion to their Sunday morning lie in. Calling the faithful or not, ringers had, 
and possibly still have, a reputation for ringing before evensong, but then disappearing 
quite quickly into the pub next door when the service starts.   We like to think that our 
efforts are, mostly, appreciated. The sound of bells in full peal is a very English sound, an 
important part of coronations and grand civic events and an essential for a traditional 
church wedding as the bride and groom emerge from the church porch through a 
blizzard of confetti. On a more solemn note, a single tolling bell is a fitting complement 
to a remembrance or funeral service.  Bell ringers, as a community, are getting older and 
gradually fewer, but the art is surprisingly fit and well, with regular gatherings of local 
groups and, at least, some youngsters and elders, taking up the challenge. I hope this 
will continue but, I have to admit that distance adds enchantment.  As John Betjeman 
extolled, there is great pleasure, in being in the countryside on a fine summer’s evening 
and hearing the bells of the village church, pealing across the meadows. Long may we 
enjoy it.

John Parker 
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Lay Pastoral Assistant’s work

I was rather at a loss as to what I could write about, until I thought about the work that 
Merle and I do for Baptisms.  Merle is the Baptism Secretary, and I do what I can to help!

Something which is a problem in church is how to link with people from outside.  I 
suddenly realised that this is what we do at the Baptisms!  We were both teachers in 
Shaftesbury for a long time, and between us have taught rather a lot of people.  Many of 
the people attending the Baptisms are not members of the church, and this gives us a real 
opportunity to speak to many folk we have taught.  We have reached the stage where we 
have not only taught the parents of the child to be baptised, but often one or both sets 
of grandparents. The number of people attending the baptisms varies from say 20 to as 
many as 90+.  We circulate as widely as is possible and are thus enabled to speak to a lot 
of people.  The Peace is a part of the service, which is another opportunity for contact.

We feel that this is a real opportunity for pastoral work, even though one of us is not 
officially recognised.  Perhaps there is a lesson to be learned here.  Do we really need 
a qualification to be a real point of contact between the church and those outside it? 
Definitely not for this kind of work!

Perhaps when another Baptism is shown in the Pew Sheet, you might feel it worthwhile 
to spend half an hour in what is really enjoyable and fulfilling, by popping in to the 
church and joining in?

John Kitching

Where did they go?

Elizabeth Selwood recently received the following message from Operation Christmas 
Child regarding the 50 shoe boxes sent from St Peter’s in November.

“Thank you for sending a shoebox gift with Operation Christmas Child. Because of you, 
a child in Liberia received a gift to remember. Your gift was one of 60,723 shoeboxes 
sent to Liberia from the UK and 11.2 million packed globally. 

Once more children in need, all over the globe, experienced the joy of a simple 
shoebox gift and the hope that comes with knowing they are loved and not forgotten. 
Children like Princess, a little girl who was initially so shy that she did not open her box 
with the other children. Instead, she held onto it tightly and ran outside to open it with 
her friends and family.  As she explored each item and passed it to her mother, her 
face began to change. She took an immediate liking to a pink, glittery ball and a heart 
shaped lip gloss, which she carried around with her until they went off home. This box 
was definitely meant just for her! 
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SOPHIA’S STORY

10 year old Sophia received a shoebox and said “My mother died four years ago. I am 
living with my grandmother who doesn’t see and hear well. This year I underwent 
two serious surgeries of my legs so I can walk but I still have pain and I am still using a 
wheel chair. I was invited to go to the children’s party to receive a shoebox present. The 
weather was fine and my granny took me – it took us about an hour because the place 
was a bit distant. If I could jump because of the joy I felt when I received my present, I 
would have! There were so many beautiful things inside: bracelets, necklaces, pencils, 
sweets and many other things. I am thankful for this wonderful present to the people 
who sent it to me.”

DREAMS COME TRUE

Olivier recounts “I was dreaming about a Lego set for a long time – and exactly in my 
gift there was a Lego set! I was so happy! My dream came true.” Another boy was a 
real fan of the film ‘Cars’. His dream was to save enough money and buy something 
connected with this film. When he opened his shoebox, he started whooping, because 
inside he found a cap and a scarf from his favourite cartoon ‘Cars’.

SHOEBOXES FOR REFUGEES

 Our partners in Macedonia recounted this story from an immigration camp where 
displaced children received some Christmas joy in the form of a simple shoebox gift. 
“The area is crowded with many tired but evidently excited children, curiously trying 
to find out what is going on. There is a big Christmas tree in the middle, with lots of 
boxes under it… The distribution starts. Screams of excitement and indescribable joy 
avalanche as boxes are opened from those exhausted small hands which now have 
turned into excited opening machines! In this big crowd my attention was attracted 
by one girl with a dirty but still beautiful face. She was sitting on the bench so calmly, 
slowly unpacking the box and enjoying every moment… maybe the only moment of 
happiness since she left her home.”

BRINGING JOY

Our local partners reported great joy among those receiving a shoebox. “One girl 
received her box, and was amazed at everything in there. She even thought the box 
itself was incredible! Another girl found the toothbrush and toothpaste in the box and 
declared ‘Now I don’t have to steal toothpaste from my father anymore!’ Another was 
shocked and couldn’t believe that the whole gift was just for her!” At one distribution in 
a remote Latvian village the local teachers reported that “the children were so full of joy 
and happiness that it wasn’t possible to continue classes that day!”
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THE SIMPLEST GIFT

The simplest of gifts can have the largest impact… “I want to thank Operation 
Christmas Child for thinking about children like me who live far off out of town. One 
Sunday that I went to church all the Sunday school children had been called to the 
front to receive a gift. I was handed a big box, and when I opened it up I could not 
believe what I saw. There was a set of toothbrushes and toothpaste! I have never used a 
toothbrush before because we could not afford it – I have been using sticks to clean my 
teeth. May God bless the people who sent us these gifts because they in so many ways 
changed my life and that of my family.”

Thank you for partnering with Operation Christmas Child in 2015 to share God’s love in 
a tangible way with children across the world over the Christmas season. 

Men’s Breakfast

The spring 2014 initiative, introduced and organised by Joe Rumble, ably assisted by 
Marigold, is the Men’s Breakfast which takes place monthly, on a Saturday morning. The 
breakfast group is flourishing, and now draws from a membership of 18. We usually 
meet in the church hall at 8.30 a.m. where individual tables seating 4 have already 
been set out by Joe and Marigold. Marigold will have already prepared a range of items 
from which we are able to select a delicious breakfast. She also prepares tea and coffee 
which she brings to us at table. It brings great joy to be able to sit and enjoy some 
“man-talk” 

     After we have finished breakfast we gather together to discuss a chosen topic. 
During this time Marigold starts the washing up. After some prayers we say The Grace 
together then help to clear up before departing,  having made a donation towards 
expenses. 

     On those occasions when the church hall is not available, Derek Beer welcomes us 
to meet at the John Peel Café where he prepares a range of cooked breakfasts for us. 
We are able to sit in an area where we do not disturb other customers, but are able to 
carry out our discussions. Needless to say, we are very grateful to Joe and Marigold for 
introducing and facilitating this valuable ministry.

Tony Selwood
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St Peter’s Youth Group, or SPYG, meets on Sunday evenings at St Peter’s Church Hall at 
the top of Gold Hill from 7.30 to 9pm fortnightly.

It is a Christian youth group for secondary school age children.  Typically we have a 
mixture of fun games and activities - some require brains, others rely on luck.  We have 
snacks and drinks for which we ask a donation of £1.00 towards the cost.  We have a 
ten minute God spot to pause and think, often with a video clip and an opportunity for 
discussion.  

Youth from all nine of our parishes are most welcome to join us and bring any like 
minded friends.  So why not come along, have fun and make new friends.

For more information on dates, look at the calendar on our website http://stmin.org.uk 
or contact Katy in the Team Office 

From the registers

Funeral: 16 February Margaret Helen Barron

St Peter’s, Shaftesbury seeks a Director of Music & Organist for our friendly, outward-
looking town centre church.  We have a congregation of about 100 at our main Sunday ser-
vice and an enthusiastic, capable mixed adult choir of 17. Music is key to our worshipping 
life and we value the best of contemporary and traditional music.  Three Sunday mornings 
per month, weekly choir rehearsal, additional services through the year, occasional offices.  
RSCM rates plus fees.  For full details go to http://stmin.org.uk  Closing date 8th April 2016 

Charity Begins at Home?

A large, well built man visited the vicarage and asked to see the vicar's wife, who 
was well known for her charity.
As he spoke to her he said in a voice breaking with emotion, 'I'd like to draw your 
attention to the terrible plight of a poor family in this district. The father is dead, 
the mother is too ill to work, and the nine children are starving. They are about to 
be turned out into the cold streets unless someone pays their £400 rent arrears.'
'How frightful!' exclaimed the vicar's wife. 'May I ask who you are?'
The enormous visitor wiped his eyes with his handkerchief and wailed, 'I'm their 
landlord.'
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Gold Hill Probus Club
Meets monthly 

on the second Monday at
Shaftesbury Town Hall

at 10.00am
Ladies and Gentlemen 

welcome.
For details contact John 

Kitching Tel. 01747 852797

David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com

St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN
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5* Gold Award Updown Cottage
luxury self-catering on Gold Hill

Simon & Jane Colston          07710 307202
www.updowncottage.co.uk

Tree Management
01747 229249      07415 890038

Felling          Pruning
Hedge Cutting

Pest & Disease                                                               Woodland
Diagnosis   Planting     Management

Fully Insured & Quali� ed

Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Hosiery

Underwear and accessories

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding

Co-op Car Park, Sha� esbury
Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestu� @tiscali.co.uk

J O S E P H  P E A C O C K
PA I N T E R  &  D E C O R AT O R

0 7 9 6 7  6 6 4 4 4 6

I N T E R I O R  *  E X T E R I O R  *  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

S H A F T E S B U R Y
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Castle Hill House 30th Anniversary
In September 1986, Castle Hill House greeted its first guests in its latest incarnation 
as our town’s not-for-profit residential care home.  The house is of course at least two 
centuries older than that.  Built as a private house, it later became the town’s much-
loved maternity hospital.  

When the closure of the maternity hospital became inevitable early in the 1980s, there 
was a movement in the town to acquire the building for conversion to residential 
care, in the face of declining public sector provision in the area.  This was led by Dr 
Geoffrey Tapper, the town’s former GP and a prominent Methodist.  He worked through 
the forerunner of Churches Together in Shaftesbury to assemble a small committee 
which successfully raised funds for the project, enabling it to open its doors in 1986.  In 
subsequent years under Dr Tapper’s continuing leadership the charity, then known as 
the Community Health Association in Shaftesbury, acquired a second building in order 
to add what is now The Cedars Nursing Home to its facilities. Both homes were later 
increased in size to cater for the inevitable growth in demand.  Together, they are now 
home for some 60 people.

Our town’s faith community can take great pride in what it helped to create.  Cedars 
Castle Hill, as the charity is now named, is an unusual and well-loved institution.  It 
provides a service which is locally managed, locally staffed and draws on local suppliers 
to enable those who cannot cope independently to enjoy high quality care without 
leaving the surroundings in which most of them have spent much of their lives.  It is run 
by trustees for the benefit of the town and surrounding area.

The 30th anniversary of the start of this service will be celebrated with several events 
in the course of the year.  In particular, there will be a tea party on Sunday May 22nd 
to which all who were born in Castle Hill House, or who gave birth there, are warmly 
invited.  If you, or friends and neighbours, are in this category but have not yet come 
forward to claim an invitation, do please contact the trustee who is assembling the
guest list, Dr Sue Daddy, by email at drsuedaddy@hotmail.com 

Advance Notice! 

On Sunday June 12th, the Team Churches are arranging a Songs of Praise in the Abbey 
Grounds, to mark the Queen’s official 90th Birthday.  
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St Peter’s St James’ St John’s
Enmore Green

St Mary’s
Motcombe

3rd April
Easter 2

9.30am
Family Service

9.30am
HC CW1

6.30pm
Evensong

11.15am
Parish 

Communion

10th April
Easter 3

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC BCP

6.00pm
Pilgrim Service

11.15am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC CW1

17th April
Vocations 

Sunday
Easter 4

9.30am
HC CW1

10am
Joint Service with 

Enmore Green
followed by 

APCM

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
The Gathering

24th April
Easter 5

9.30am
HC CW1

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

11.15am
Family Service

9.30am
HC CW1

Weekday Morning Prayer Services
St Peter’s    8.30am Monday - Friday
St James’    9.00am Tuesday - Friday
St Mary’s Motcombe   8.30am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,   
      Saturday
St Mary’s Compton Abbas   9.00am Wednesday
St Thomas’  Melbury Abbas  8.30am Friday
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St Mary’s
Compton Abbas

St Thomas’
Melbury Abbas

St Margaret’s
M. Marsh

St Thomas
E. Orchard

St Luke’s
W. Orchard

3rd April
Easter 2

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

11.15am
HC BCP

6.30pm
Evensong

10th April
Easter 3

11.15am
Morning 

Worship - at
W. Orchard

17th April
Vocations 
Sunday /
Easter 4

11.15am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC CW1

Parish
Communion

11.15am
Matins

24th April
Easter 5

11.15am
Matins

11.15am
Matins

Midweek Communion Services

St Peter’s    10.30am Wednesday
St James’      7.00pm  Thursday
St Mary’s, Motcombe   10.00am  Thursday
St Thomas’ , Melbury Abbas  10.00am  Friday, 8th April

N.B. The Team Office will be closed on Wednesday 13th April
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Our Team Retreat this year will be on the theme “Bread for the Journey”.  It will be led by 
Revd Pam Rink at Abbey House, Glastonbury, a beautiful, peaceful place with a lovely 
garden.

The retreat begins on the evening of Friday 23rd September and fi nishes around 4pm 
on Sunday 25th September.  It will include talks, services in Abbey House chapel, and 
time spent in silence.

The total cost is £144, which covers accommodation and all meals.  To book a place, 
please ask me for a form or download one from the Team website.  And please contact 
me if you would like more details about the retreat.

Gillian Cross
01747 811263 gillian@gilliancross.co.uk

Bread for the Journey
Team Retreat 2016
23rd - 25th September

Bread for the Journey

Team Retreat 2016

23rd - 25th September

   Our Team Retreat this year will be on the theme “Bread for the Journey”.  It     
   will be led by Revd Pam Rink at Abbey House, Glastonbury, a beautiful 
   peaceful place with a lovely garden.

   The retreat begins on the evening of Friday 23rd September and finishes   
   around 4pm on Sunday 25th September.  It will include talks, services in 
   Abbey House chapel, and time spent in silence.

   The total cost is £144.00, which covers accommodation and all meals.  To   
   book a place, please ask me for a form or download one from the Team 
   website.  Please contact me if you would like more details about the retreat.      
                                                                                                                              Gillian Cross
                                                                                                                          01747 811263
                                                                                        email:  gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Fri, 10.00am to 1.00pm Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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FOOT CARE-CLINIC
At EDWARDS FARM

FOYLE HILL
Alternate Tuesdays in the 

month
Jenny Franks SRN

20 years experience CRB checked
Tel: 01747 853162

For appointments

 

Bracher
Brothers

FUNERAL  DIRECTORS
Established 1866

24 hour professional service

Private chapels of rest
Monumental Masons

Gillingham
01747 822494

Sherborne
01935 813479

Email:
funerals@bracherbrothers.co.uk
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

TEA AND CHAT: A big thank you to Helen and John for hosting our March Tea &  Chat 
in West Orchard . We will be meeting at the home of Angela and Michael Bone, Higher 
Keybrook Farm on Wednesday April 20th.  Everyone welcome.   Times are always 2.30 
to 3.30pm. 

MARGARET MARSH

A Bingo in aid of church funds has been arranged for April 8th at 7pm.

This will be held at Manston Village Hall 

THE ORCHARDS

St Thomas. We are now in the final stages of applying for the Faculty to do the 
investigation works. Our petition has been sent and hopefully we will have good 
news by the middle of April.

Thank you all for your patience.

Plant Sale 21st May at Vale Farm, West Orchard 

It will be time to plant up, and sow items to be ready for the day, Raffle prizes 
gratefully received together with cakes on the day

   A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her five    
and  six year olds. After explaining the commandment to “honour” thy Father 
and thy Mother, she asked, “Is there a commandment that teaches us how to 
treat our brothers and sisters?”  
 
Without missing a beat one little boy (the oldest of a family) answered, “Thou 
shall not kill.”
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St Mary’s, Compton Abbas
Services in April

Sunday   3rd April   8.00 am Prayer Book Holy Communion 
Sunday 17th April 11.15 am Holy Communion with hymns 
Wednesdays    9.00 am Morning Prayer

Rogation 
Arrangements for Rogation Sunday (May 1st) are currently being discussed. 
Details will be posted on the village notice boards and the Team Website  
as soon as possible.

Village e-newsletter and website 
The church now has a regular slot in the village e-newsletter, which comes 
out four times a year.  It includes nature notes, details of village social events 
and Parish Council news as well as information about church events and services. 
If you live in Compton Abbas or Twyford and would like to receive the  
e-newsletter, please speak to the Church Wardens who will tell you how to contact the 
editor.

Information about the church can also be found on the new village website, at  
http://comptonabbas-twyford.wix.com/parishcouncil 
.

Thank you for the soup 
Thank you to everyone who helped at the Lent Lunch on 26th February and all  
those who provided soup.  The lunch was very successful and the soup was much  
enjoyed. 

Annual Meeting 
By the time you read this, we shall have had our Annual Meeting.  Details of  
what happened will be in the next issue of Key Ring.
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St John’s, Enmore Green

Friday 1st April
12noon to 1.30pm
Community Lunch in the Church.  
All welcome.  
Donation towards costs appreciated.

Sunday, 3rd April - Annual Church Meeting
4.30pm  Everyone living in the parish is welcome. 
Followed by tea and cake.
6.30pm  Evensong - Book of Common Prayer.  All welcome.

Saturday 23rd April - St John’s in the Town Hall
A special day as we celebrate the 90th birthday of Her Majesty the Queen on 21st April as well as 
the 400th anniversary of the death of Shakespeare and the feast day of St George, patron saint of 
England on the 23rd.

The day has been split into two sections.

10.30am (doors open at 10am) to 12noon
A Cake Demonstration by Elizabeth Miles Cake Design
Tickets on the door - £2.00

Followed by a  Cupcake Class
Try out some of the skills shown
Only 10 spaces available at £6.00 each so please book in advance.
(Price includes demonstration entry, cupcake and materials)
To book the Cupcake Class call Jo Churchill on 01747 850432
Or email jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk

From 2.30pm
Afternoon Tea fit for a Queen
Enjoy a sumptuous tea with incidental music.  £7.00 per head.
Why not book your table in advance?  Various sizes available.
Choose a time slot to suit you: 2.30pm, 3.30pm, 4.30pm.
For table reservations call Jo Churchill on 01747 850432
Or email jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk

Future date for your diary
Saturday 7th May in St John’s
7.30pm (doors open at 7pm)
Being a Royal Protection Officer - Winston Fayne-Bailey
Tickets:  £10.00 to include wine/ soft drinks.
Apply Jo Churchill as above
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St Thomas’, Melbury Abbas
After a busy period in March, April is a quiet month for us.

Many thanks  to those people who decorated our church so beautifully for Easter 
Sunday, and to course to the children who made our Easter Garden on Good Friday.

We had a wonderful evening with John Blashford- Snell who gave us a super 
presentation on ‘The Legend of Livingstone.’ Thank you to those who worked so hard 
in selling tickets and setting up on the night. The proceeds are to be divided between 
the Church and Village Hall Committee. The amount raised will be published in our next 
Keyring.

Breakfast this month will be Friday 8th April between 8.30-9.30am to which you are all 
warmly invited.  This will be followed by a service of Holy Communion at 10am.

On Friday 15th April we shall be holding our Annual General Church Meeting in the 
church at 7pm.  Please make every effort to come along to this meeting so that you 
know what is happening to the church in the future. We are urgently looking for a 
Church Warden, and Assistant Church Wardens. Is God calling you to fill this position? If 
so please speak to either John Porter, or Jan Crossley for further information. It’s a great 
job and training will be given.

Our next joint fundraising event, ‘An Auction of Promises’ is on Saturday 23rd April  
at  7.00pm in the Village Hall. There will be a notice in the back of the church so 
that you can sign up your promise. We need people to offer promises like washing 
someone’s  car, making a cake, cooking a meal for four, doing some ironing. Perhaps, 
a new unwanted item. The sky is the limit. Even if you don’t feel that you can promise 
anything please come along and support this event.  There will be more details in our 
pew sheets.

Sadly, Brian Pickford died on 24th February in Yeovil Hospital. Both he and Elizabeth 
were stalwart members of St. Thomas’s for many years. Brian’s funeral took place at 
Salisbury Crematorium on Friday 11th March, followed by a Thanksgiving Service in our 
church.  Please remember Sara, David and their families at this sad time. 

Jan Crossley
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St James’ 

‘An Audience with Mrs Barnaby’

We were delighted to welcome Jane Wymark of ‘Midsomer Murders’ fame at 
Shaftesbury Arts Centre in February, an event which was organised in support of the 
Restoration Fund for St James’ Church.

     Revd Dr Simon Chambers gave an introduction to the project and to Jane. She 
began with the reasons why she had become an actor, the chief of which was the 
‘glamour’. She recalled when her father was in ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ when she 
was ten years old and the lasting effect on her was that she wanted to play a fairy! 
She was very envious of some of her friends who went to drama school and could 
do ‘acting’ along with being at school. But she took her teacher’s advice and went to 
University and studied Drama. Her plunge into professional theatre was a revelation, 
she didn’t get shouted at but was told politely that she had no talent for a particular 
part, which didn’t do a lot for her self-confidence! She spent quite a lot of time in 
repertory theatre and took great pride that she had never been ‘off’ (i.e. missed a 
performance), though once or twice it was a close run thing. She also recalled the 
other two hazards of theatre performances - ‘drying’ (not remembering lines) and 
‘corpsing’ (laughing inappropriately), recalling one incident where she and a fellow 
actress had been rendered totally incoherent by laughter to the great disapproval of 
their male co-stars but with great sympathy from the audience. She mentioned that 
she had been in the original ‘Poldark’ stories where there was a great deal of costume 
and sadly fewer six-packs on show! 

     After a short interval, Jane resumed with questions from the audience about her 
part in Midsomer Murders. She did say that she often felt cold whilst filming but that 
John Nettles’ only concession to the cold was to wear two pairs of socks - apparently 
it resolved everything for him. The TV programme of Midsomer Murders started from 
five books and Jane had spent 14 years on the series. She mentioned that there was 
a development of the character as she was in the series so long and that at times she 
and John would disagree with the scriptwriters (especially new ones) about what was 
an appropriate line for their characters. She said that her character ‘Joyce’ was a ‘nice’ 
person. Her favourite episode was of the judges for the Best Kept Village where she 
was the only one left alive at the end.  She did feel that Midsomer Murders was not 
about the procedure but about being in a ‘kind’ world where terrible things happen 
which are sorted out and order restored. She said she can now watch herself on film, 
though it took some time to be able to do it. She loves music and singing in choirs. She 
enjoyed taking part in the musical ‘Anything Goes’ though initially she was daunted 
by the thought of doing it for a year, but the happiness aspect got her through. When 
the audience eventually ran out of questions, Jane was greatly applauded and thanked 
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with a large bouquet of flowers and a card. The evening has raised a healthy sum 
towards St James’s fund.        

BS-B.

Christian Aid Lent Lunch. The total amount donated at the Lent Lunch on Friday 12th 
February, was a wonderful £601 which included one very generous donation. This does 
not include the amount gift aided, so the final total will be much more. There are so 
many needs in our world and Christian Aid badly needs increasing funds. A big thank 
you to everyone for joining in this effort and for the wonderful donations of delicious 
soup. About 100 lunches were served and there was still some soup left over! SB.

APCM

Don’t forget our Annual Parochial Church Meeting which will take place on Sunday 
17th April, to follow the 09.30 service.

From the Registers

Funeral - Kenneth Van Bartholdi on Tuesday 1st March 

Baptism - Imogen Rose Gregory on Sunday 6th March

Reminder that the following take place on a regular basis:

1st Tuesday 7.00pm Reflective Prayer – Co-ordinator Jenny Webb.

1st Wednesday 2.00pm to 2.20pm, Abbey School Worship in church (to include ‘Open 
The Book’, Paul Cooper) Revd Simon and Janet Wilson.

Every Thursday evening at 7.00pm – CW Holy Communion

2nd Friday of the month 9.30am to 10.30am latest - Prayer Group at back of church – Co-
ordinator Andie Blows.

2nd Sunday - Pilgrim Service, 6pm all year round. – Co-ordinator Mary Ridgewell/Paul 
Cooper.

3rd Sunday – Evensong, 6.30pm summer and 3.30pm in winter
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WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
                                                                                                                                                     Est 1972

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO ALL TYPES OF WASHING MACHINES 
AND TWIN TUBS

OAP DISCOUNTS – 24 HOUR SERVICE – SET LABOUR FEE
NEW MACHINES AVAILABLE

PREMIER ELECTRICS – 0800 592107

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard. SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have 
enough room to put them up?

Rates - £35 per head per night B&B reduced to £30 for associates 
of locals and members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin bedded room, all en-suite.
Living room with a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV 

and have breakfast.

Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365
e.mail - philippacf@gmail.com
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Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707

          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk
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St Mary’s Motcombe

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place on Sunday, 10th April, following 
the 9.30 service, at approximately 10.45am.

                                                                                         

Email Goes Astray

This is allegedly based on a true story.  
Mr Arnold, a businessman from Tulsa, Oklahoma, went on a business trip to 
Amarillo, Texas. He immediately sent an e-mail back home to his wife, Paula.  
Unfortunately, he forgot his wife’s exact e-mail address and the e-mail ended 
up going to a Mrs. P. Arnold in Rapid City, South Dakota, the wife of a preacher 
who had just died. The preacher’s wife, Penny, took one look at the e-mail and 
promptly fainted. 
When she was finally revived by her daughter, Penny hysterically pointed to the 
message, which read, ‘Arrived safely, but it sure is hot down here.’ 

Eye Test

A  Polish immigrant wanted  to apply for a driving licence, but first he had to 
have his eyesight checked.

The optician showed him a card with the letters.  On the bottom row were 
these letters: 

‘C Z W I N O S T A C Z.’ 

‘Can you read this?’ the optician asked.

‘Read it?’ the Polish guy replied - ‘I know the fellow.’ 
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WASHING MACHINES FIXED FAST

+ ELECTRIC COOKERS

STORAGE HEATERS & DYSONS

+ PHONE POINT INSTALLATION

L E D LIGHTING UPGRADES

OVENOLOGY

01747 850971 or 07761 578482

COPY  DEADLINE 
FOR THE MAY ISSUE 

OF KEY RING IS
FRIDAY 15TH APRIL

AT 5PM

I really enjoyed my holiday!
(Ed)

To advertise here contact the Team O�  ce on 01747 853060 
or e-mail o�  ce@stmin.org.uk
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