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Consider the lilies of the field.  They labour not, neither do 
they spin, yet not even Solomon in all his glory was 

arrayed as one of these.
MATTHEW 6: 29
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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@stmin.org.uk 

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                   01747 852193  simon@stmin.org.uk 
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@stmin.org.uk

Associate Priest:: The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                    01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk 

Ordinand:   Kirsty Wells
   01747 823562  

Helen has Friday, Simon & Jan have Monday as their day of rest

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
The Revd Jan Crossley                                  01747 852545

Team administrator: Katy Ashman                                    01747 853060
The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW

 office@stmin.org.uk
Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Web site: http://stmin.org.uk

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                  keyring@stmin.org.uk

Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  Rosie King   854093
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article
For almost a year I have been looking forward to the beginning of May when I shall be 
on a pilgrimage in the Holy Land, my first visit.  It will also give me an opportunity to 
get to know other Christians from my sister’s parish in Bracknell, Berkshire.

For those of you have had the privilege of visiting Israel, I hope that the places I 
mention will bring back fond memories. For those of you who haven’t been, I hope that 
you will follow our journey and pray for us as we travel from place to place where Jesus 
walked, prayed, taught and healed. 

We start with three nights beside the Sea of Galilee, so naturally we will have a 
boat trip on the lake, on and around where Jesus’ early ministry and miracles took 
place.  We plan to go to Mount Tabor, where Jesus took Peter, James and John up 
the mountainside and the transfiguration (transformation) of Jesus is said to have 
occurred. ‘Jesus was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from 
the cloud a voice said, “ This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to 
him!” (Matthew 17:1-8)

After celebrating the Eucharist, we travel west to Nazareth to visit the Basilica of the 
Annunciation, St. Joseph’s House, the Old Town and synagogue and Mary’s Well, before 
travelling to Cana, where Jesus performed his first miracle when he transformed water 
into wine, at the wedding. (John 2:1-12)  On another day we will receive the Eucharist 
at the Mount of the Beatitudes, where Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount. 
(Matthew 5:1-12), before travelling on to Et Tabgha where Jesus said to Peter  ‘on this 
rock I will build my church.’  (Matthew 16:13-20), and the multiplication of the loaves in 
the Feeding of the Five Thousand is said to have taken place.

 At Capernaum we visit the site of the synagogue where Jesus preached at the 
start of his ministry, and have time in Tiberias to reflect on everything that we have 
experienced so far.  On the way to Jerusalem we will visit the site of the Baptism of 
Jesus at the Jordan River  (Matthew 3:13-17).  Jericho is the next stop, the world’s oldest 
inhabited city, and as we continue up to Jerusalem we are reminded of the parable 
of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37).  Before entering Jerusalem we will be visiting 
Bethany, the home of Mary, Martha and the tomb from which Lazarus was raised (John 
11:1-44).

We will have covered a lot of ground by then, but we haven’t finished yet. Our next visit 
will be to Ein Karem,  a town in the  hill country where Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth 
and praised God with the wonderful words we know as ‘The Magnificat ‘(Luke 1:39-56). 
From there we travel to Bethlehem via the Shepherd’s Fields, which commemorate the 
appearance of the angels to the shepherds on the first Christmas night, before we visit 
the Manger Square and the Cave of the Nativity, allegedly Jesus’ birthplace.
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The high point of our pilgrimage is in the holy city of Jerusalem, visiting many 
interesting sites: the Mount of Olives with the panoramic view of the Kidron Valley to 
Temple Mount and the Old City. We will see the remains of the Church of the Ascension 
and the Pater Noster Church, where Jesus gave his disciples the Lord’s Prayer, and 
according to Luke, where Jesus wept over the city.  (Luke 19:41). In the Old City we will 
visit the site of Solomon and Herod’s Temple, the Western Wall , the Cenacle, the ‘Upper 
Room’, where Jesus’ celebrated the Last Supper, and finally the place where Peter is 
supposed to have denied Jesus three times.(John 18:15-27). 

Our journey builds to a climax as we visit the Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre, which 
encloses both the rock of Calvary and the Empty Tomb. We then pass by the Stations of 
the Cross along the Via Dolorosa before walking in Jesus’ footsteps through the narrow 
streets of the Old City to Calvary (John 19:16b-30).

However, our pilgrimage doesn’t end on a sad note after following Jesus to his brutal 
death as, on our last day, as we return to the airport, we will visit Abu Ghosh, where 
the crusaders built a fine church to commemorate the story of Emmaus as described 
in Luke 24:13-35.  What a tremendous transformation took place after that day which 
resulted in the disciples spreading to Good News of Jesus Christ throughout the world. 

Many people tell me that their visit to the Holy Land has been a transforming 
experience for them, and why not – God is a God of surprises.  I pray that God will 
indeed bless our pilgrimage and that you too will be blessed as you follow us on our 
journey, visiting the places where Jesus breathed, walked, taught and healed in times 
of turbulence, times sadly, which still exist today.

With every blessing

Jan

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

St Peter’s

From the Registers

Funeral: March 21, Colin Churchill
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Gold Hill Probus Club
Meets monthly 

on the second Monday at
Shaftesbury Town Hall

at 10.00am
Ladies and Gentlemen 

welcome.
For details contact John 

Kitching Tel. 01747 852797

David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com

St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN
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Team News

Dementia Awareness Week Elizabeth Preston writes:

On Wednesday 18th May, during Dementia Awareness Week, there will be a Pop-
up Cake and Coffee shop in the Friends Meeting House in support of Dementia 
Friendly Shaftesbury, an initiative which aims to increase awareness of the problems 
faced by people in our town with dementia, and seek ways of solving some of those 
problems, so that people are enabled to lead as full a life as possible for as long as 
possible. 

The event, organised by Churches Together, is from 10am till 3pm.

If you would like to offer help with organising the event or can make cakes, serve on 
the day etc, please contact Elizabeth Preston 01747 850654 or liz@stmin.org.uk  Or, just 
come along to enjoy coffee and cake and perhaps find out more about dementia and 
the work that is being done here in Shaftesbury to understand the disease, the impact 
it has on people’s lives and some simple things that can be done to improve life for 
those who have dementia.  

I don’t expect miracles, but just in case, Thank you!

Allsorts Sale

in St Peter’s Hall on Saturday 14th May from 10am to 1pm.  Bric-a-brac, gifts, toiletries, 
crockery, kitchenware, etc. plus a cake stall.  Tea and coffee will be available. All 
proceeds will go to MSAADA, the local charity that is doing so much to help the 
survivors of the Rwandan genocide. Do come along and browse - there is sure to be 
something that appeals! 

The Queen’s 90th Birthday

The official birthday of her Majesty the Queen will be marked on June 12th at 4pm, by a 
Songs of Praise in the grounds of Shaftesbury Abbey. The music will be provided by the 
Town Silver Band.

Do please come and mark this occasion, we need to make this a joyous afternoon. 

On a practical note please bring your own chair. We know the afternoon won’t be wet, 
but should the heavens open on that day the event will be held in St James’  Church.

mailto:liz@stmin.org.uk
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A note from the Team Ordinand

I would like to thank the members of the Shaftesbury Team for their love, support and 
prayers during my training. Please add the Parish of Sturminster Newton and  Canon 
David Seymour to your prayers as this is where I will be serving my curacy.

Many have been asking about the ordination, which will take place on Sunday 26th 
June at 10.30am, in Salisbury Cathedral. Everyone would be very welcome and I 
would appreciate seeing friendly faces from across the Team. If you would like to stay 
for refreshments afterwards at Sarum College (just across the green) please can you let 
me know by 1st June, so that we can advise them of numbers. 

Email:  kirsty@metamorphicpapillons.com  Tel. 07581 250608  

Kirsty 

 
 
On a sunny morning, William’s mother came into her son’s room and said, “William, it’s 
Sunday. Time to get up! Time to get up and go to church! Get up!”  
 
From under the covers came mumbles, “I don’t want to go!”  
 
“What do you mean?” she said. “That’s silly! Now get up and get dressed and go to 
church!”  
 
“No!” he shot back. “I’ll give you two reasons. I don’t like them and they don’t like me!”  
 
“Nonsense,” she told him. “I’ll give YOU two reasons to go. First, you are 42 years old, 
and second, you are the VICAR!”

mailto:kirsty@metamorphicpapillons.com
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St James’ Church
Lent Lunches

A fantastic number of people and lots of support made this year’s Lent Lunches a 
huge success. Thanks to all. The donations in the jar totalled £2,614.55, plus Gift Aid of 
£494.84, making a grand total of £3,109.39.     
What a difference it makes that people are at last happy to fill in Gift Aid forms.  

Next chance to give: Christian Aid Week 15-21 May.

Sudan Sale 2016 

St James’ Church held its ninth ‘Recycling and Vintage’ sale on Easter Saturday which, 
despite some typical holiday weather (wet and windy) was very well attended, with a 
good queue formed outside the Town Hall before we opened. Once again some very 
generous ‘de-cluttering’ had filled the Town Hall with an amazing selection of books, 
bric-a-brac, pictures, jewellery, records, household goods, garden furniture and ‘vintage’ 
items which raised over £1,600 on the day, with more to come from items which we are 
selling separately. This will go to provide medical services in Sudan, a troubled country 
with which our diocese has strong links. We have also passed on a collection of tools, 
manual typewriters and sewing machines to ‘Tools with a Mission’, a Christian charity 
which sends them across the world. 

 Thanks to everyone who donated, helped set up on the Friday evening and who 
manned the stalls and provided teas on the Saturday before the great clear-up. This 
was a real St James’ team effort.  We are having a re-think about what sort of event we 
have in 2017 but, in the meantime, if anyone is moving, has to clear a relative’s house or 
would simply like some help to see what’s in their attic, then please get in touch with 
Julian Richards on (01747) 852883 or through the Team Office. 

Abbey School

The school band enjoyed a visit to St. Mary’s School for an Orchestral Day, followed by 
an afternoon at Clayesmore School to hear a mini Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra 
concert. Year 4 gave a clarinet concert to parents.

A local author, Heather Chamberlain, took part in storytelling workshops with the 
children.

The Easter Egg competition was very popular with the children. This year the theme 
was ‘Cartoon Characters’. There were many excellent entries.

Some members of the St. James congregation, led by Simon, organised ‘Experiencing 
Easter’ – a series of tableaux depicting the Easter story. Years 3,4,5 and 6 came into the 
church and were guided around the tableaux with a short explanation and activity 
at each one. Many of the children found this an uplifting experience and particularly 
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enjoyed the Easter eggs at the end.

Collective Worship takes place weekly, with ‘Open the Book’, organised by Paul Cooper, 
included fortnightly.

We wish Mr. Meacham a speedy recovery and thank Mrs. Sandy and all the staff for their 
hard work during his absence.

Important Diary Dates:

Saturday and Sunday 14th and 15th May

Open Garden with Cream Teas from 2pm to 5pm at Philippa and Nick’s, Oaklands, East 
Orchard in aid of Re-Ordering.

Saturday June 4th   Open Gardens in St James’ from 2pm to 6pm with  Vintage Tea 
Party to celebrate the Queen’s Birthday Party (see below).

Sunday 5th June   Open Gardens in St James’ from 2pm to 6pm, with refreshments at 
Elinor Tolfree’s, No.57 St James. 

Any offers of help on either day, or cakes for refreshments, to Andie Blows please (Tel. 
853088)

St James’ Vintage Tea Party 

The weekend of the 4th- 5th of June is Open Gardens in St James’ and on Saturday 4th we 
are holding a ‘vintage’ tea party in the church to celebrate (slightly early) the Queen’s 
official birthday. From 2.00 pm until 6.00 we will be serving thinly sliced sandwiches 
and delicious home-made cakes accompanied by an assortment of teas, all served on 
embroidered tablecloths and the finest china. There will be a display of souvenirs from 
the Queen’s Coronation and of life in St James’ in the 1950s. There may be some old cars 
from the 50’s and 60’s in the field and there will be proper old fashioned games for the 
young ‘uns! 

     So, gentlemen, dig out that cravat and blazer, ladies, your best summer dress and hat 
and join us, rain or shine, for an afternoon of nostalgia and a simply splendid afternoon 
tea. 

     God save the Queen!   

P.S. If you have anything to contribute to our displays then please contact Julian 
Richards on (01747) 852883 or through the Team Office. 

Prom Praise Wessex at Poole Lighthouse

Saturday May 7th at 7.30pm.  Famous worldwide for a unique voice in music, the All 
Souls Orchestra is excited to bring flagship event Prom Praise to Lighthouse Poole for 
the first time. Under the energetic direction of principal conductor Noel Tredinnick, 
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Prom Praise is a joyful fusion of performance with worship. Combining the spirit of 
‘Songs of Praise’ with the style of the world-famous ‘Last Night of the Proms’, the whole 
hall can join choir and orchestra in favourite hymns and worship songs. Featuring 
singer Claire Jackson, Wessex-based saxophonist Sophie Lawson and the Prom Praise 
Wessex Choir.

For further information see: www.prompraise wessex.org

From the Registers

Baptism: Holly Sophia Fowler-Tutt on Sunday 13th March 

The Unsung Duties of a Churchwarden

from John Betjemen’s ‘Septuagesima’

….But most of all let’s praise the few

Who are seen in their accustomed pew

Throughout the year, whate’er the weather

That they may worship God together.

These, like a fire of glowing coals,

Strike warmth into each other’s souls

And though they be but two or three

They keep the Church for you and me.

Reminder that the following take place on a regular basis:

1st Tuesday 7.00pm Reflective Prayer – Co-ordinator Jenny Webb.

1st Wednesday 2.00pm to 2.20pm, Abbey School Worship in church (to include ‘Open 
The Book’, Paul Cooper) Revd Simon and Janet Wilson.

Every Thursday evening at 7.00pm – CW Holy Communion

2nd Friday of the month 9.30am to 10.30am latest - Prayer Group at back of church – Co-
ordinator Andie Blows.

2nd Sunday - Pilgrim Service, 6pm all year round. – Co-ordinators Mary Ridgewell/Paul 
Cooper.

3rd Sunday – Evensong, 6.30pm summer and 3.30pm in winter 
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St John’s, Enmore Green
Thursdays 12th and 24th May  Team House Group

8.00pm at 15 The Knapp, Enmore Green

All Welcome. Ring Elizabeth on 01747 850654 for details  

Friday 6 May

12 noon to 1.30pm  Community Lunch in the Church. All Welcome.

Donation towards costs appreciated.  

Saturday 7 May – in St. John’s

7.30pm (doors open at 7.00pm)

WHAT DOES A ROYALTY PROTECTION OFFICER DO?

Are they armed? What does “close protection” mean?  

Winston Fane-Bailey, a retired Royalty Protection Officer will endeavour 
to answer your questions........if he can! A Question and Answer evening.                                                                        
Tickets are £10.00 with a free glass of wine.  

Contact Jo Churchill on 01747 850432 or jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk  
Cheques payable to the Friends of St John’s should be sent to 6 Long Cross, 
Shaftesbury SP7 8QP.

Words and Music in St John’s

Monday in Holy Week - Despite a miserable, cold, damp evening St John’s was 
nearly full for their Reflective Service of Music and Words.  We all started by 
singing the familiar “There is a green hill....”, and then it was lovely to hear the 
Occasional Singers using new versions to enliven some familiar words to help 
you hear them afresh.  The reflections, too, were well chosen and cut through 
the flesh of the familiar like a laser - or the ends of a many tailed scourge - to 
lay bare the bones and the agony of the suffering beneath.  The final rendition 
of “O sacred head sore wounded” was followed by a silent departure at the 
end of a thought provoking evening.  Many thanks to all who gave us such an 
insightful start to the week of Christ’s passion.

                                                                                               Paul Cooper
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Sandford St Martin Trust Awards

The Sandford St Martin Award for religious broadcasting toasts the best TV that deals 
with issues of faith.  And this is your chance to vote for your favourite in the Radio Times 
Readers Award from the six programmes listed below.

You can vote on line:  radiotimes.com/sandford 

                          by email: sandford@radiotimescomps.co.uk

          or by post at Radio Times/ Sandford St Martin Trust Readers Award

                                                    PO Box 501

                                                    Leicester LE94 0AA

The vote closes on 8th May 2016.  If you vote for the winner you could win £1000.

THE SHORTLIST

1. The Ark (BBC1) - 30 March 2015

2. Songs of Praise from the Jungle, Calais (BBC1) - 16 August 2015

3. Call the Midwife (BBC1) - 15 February 2015

4. A Song For Jenny (BBC1) - 5 July 2015

5. David Suchet in the Footsteps of St Peter (BBC1) - 3 April 2015

6. Children of the Gaza War (BBC2) - 8 July 2015
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5* Gold Award Updown Cottage
luxury self-catering on Gold Hill

Simon & Jane Colston          07710 307202
www.updowncottage.co.uk

Tree Management
01747 229249      07415 890038

Felling          Pruning
Hedge Cutting

Pest & Disease                                                               Woodland
Diagnosis   Planting     Management

Fully Insured & Quali� ed

Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Hosiery

Underwear and accessories

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding

Co-op Car Park, Shaft esbury
Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk

J O S E P H  P E A C O C K
PA I N T E R  &  D E C O R AT O R

0 7 9 6 7  6 6 4 4 4 6

I N T E R I O R  *  E X T E R I O R  *  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

S H A F T E S B U R Y
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WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
                                                                                                                                                     Est 1972

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO ALL TYPES OF WASHING MACHINES 
AND TWIN TUBS

OAP DISCOUNTS – 24 HOUR SERVICE – SET LABOUR FEE
NEW MACHINES AVAILABLE

PREMIER ELECTRICS – 0800 592107

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard. SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have 
enough room to put them up?

Rates - £35 per head per night B&B reduced to £30 for associates 
of locals and members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin bedded room, all en-suite.
Living room with a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV 

and have breakfast.

Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365
e.mail - philippacf@gmail.com
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St Peter’s St James’ St John’s
Enmore Green

St Mary’s
Motcombe

1st May
Rogation Sunday

Easter 6

9.30am
Family Service

9.30am
HC CW1

6.30pm
Evensong

9.30am
Parish 

Communion for 
Rogation at Frog 

Lane Farm

8th May
Easter 7

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC BCP

6.00pm
Pilgrim Service

11.15am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC CW1

15th May
Pentecost

9.30am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC CW1

11.15am
HC CW1

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

22nd May
Trinity

9.30am
HC CW1

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

11.15am
Family Service

9.30am
HC CW1

Weekday Morning Prayer Services
St Peter’s    8.30am Monday - Friday
St James’    9.00am Tuesday - Friday
St Mary’s Motcombe   8.30am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,   
      Saturday
St Mary’s Compton Abbas   9.00am Wednesday
St Thomas’  Melbury Abbas  8.30am Friday

         29th May
          Trinity 1  10.00am   Team Communion at St Mary’s, Compton Abbas



17

St Mary’s
Compton Abbas

St Thomas’
Melbury Abbas

St Margaret’s
M. Marsh

St Thomas
E. Orchard

St Luke’s
W. Orchard

1st May
Rogation 
Sunday
Easter 6

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
Rogation 
Service at 

Manor Farm

11.15am
HC BCP

6.30pm
Evensong

8th May
Easter 7

11.15am
Morning 

Worship - at
W. Orchard

15th May
Pentecost

11.15am
HC CW1

11.15am
HC CW1

11.15am
Matins

22nd May
Trinity

11.15am
Matins

11.15am
Matins

Midweek Communion Services

St Peter’s    10.30am Wednesday
St James’      7.00pm  Thursday
St Mary’s, Motcombe   10.00am  Thursday

Additional Services
St Mary’s Motcombe     7.00pm Thursday 5th May (Ascension)
St Thomas’ Melbury Abbas  10.00am  Friday 6th May

         29th May
          Trinity 1                     10.00am   Team Communion at St Mary’s, Compton Abbas
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J & T 
WINDOW CLEANING

Your local, traditional 
window cleaner.  

We are able to clean and clear 
out guttering

 We also undertake complete 
conservatory cleans

Please phone Jess and Tim
on 01747 590090/

07724 455128
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Fri, 10.00am to 1.00pm Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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St Mary’s, Motcombe

Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday.  Holy 
Communion is celebrated at 10.00am every Thursday.  All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.  To contact 
the Revd Pam Rink please telephone 01747 590712 or email pam@stmin.org.uk

Services for May

Sunday 1st May 9.30am  Parish Communion for Rogation 
    in the Barn at Frog Lane Farm

Thursday 5th May 7.00pm  Holy Communion for Ascension Day

Sunday 8th May  9.30am  Parish Communion

Sunday 15th May  9.30am  Parish Communion for Pentecost
    with celebration and thanksgiving for the new   
    church lighting

Sunday 22nd May   9.30am Parish Communion for Trinity Sunday

Sunday 29th May  No service at St Mary’s, Motcombe 
      10.00am Combined Team Communion at
    St Mary’s, Compton Abbas
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Bread for the Journey

Team Retreat 2016

23rd-25th September

Our Team Retreat this year will be on the theme “Bread for the Journey”.  It will 
be led by Revd Pam Rink at Abbey House, Glastonbury, a beautiful, peaceful 
place with a lovely garden.

The retreat begins on the evening of Friday 23rd September and finishes 
around 4pm on Sunday 25th September.  It will include talks, services in Abbey 
House chapel, and time spent in silence.

The total cost is £144.00, which covers accommodation and all meals.  To book 
a place please use the form overleaf or download one from the Team website.  
Please contact me if you would like more details about the retreat.

Gillian Cross
01747 811263

email: gillian@gilliancross.co.uk



22

The Shaftesbury Team Autumn Retreat
The total price for the weekend is £144 per person.  Please pay a deposit of £30 per 
person when you send the booking form.   The last date for booking places is Friday 
26th August 2016 and the full amount needs to be paid by the end of August 2016.
Cheques should be made out to:  Shaftesbury Team Ministry.
Please return the form below to: 
Gillian Cross, Wayside, Twyford, Shaftesbury, SP7 0JG

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Name………………………………………………,…..………………….....

Address……………………………………………...............................................

..................................................................................................................................................

Postcode…………….....................................

Telephone: ………………..  Email :……...……………………………….....

Special dietary requirements………………………………………………

Do you have difficulty with stairs?..........………………………………….....

Deposit…………………….........Full payment……………………….............

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas
Services in May

Sunday   1st May                  11.15 am Rogation Service at The Old Forge,   
     Twyford 
Sunday 15th May 11.15 am Holy Communion with hymns 
Sunday 29th May 10.00 am Team Service (tbc) 
Wednesdays    9.00 am Morning Prayer

Church Annual Meeting 
Our Annual Meeting was held on Sunday 20th March, after the 11.15 am service.  It 
was well supported and the vicar said that she was pleased to find the church in good 
heart.  James Miura and Gillian Cross were re-elected as church wardens and Susan 
Ladd, Diana Miura, Val Birrell, Sally Woodhouse, Colin McHenry and Jacquie McHenry 
were elected to the PCC.  The PCC then co-opted Tony Cecil as Treasurer.

Rogation Service 
To mark Rogation, we shall be holding an outdoor service at The Old Forge in Twyford.  
We are grateful to Sue Ryan for making this possible and hope lots of people will come 
to pray for a good year for our farms and farmers and to thank God for the beautiful 
place where we live.

Team Service on 29th May 
A Team Service is scheduled to be held at St Mary’s at 10 .00 am on Sunday 29th May.  
We very much hope this will be possible, but there are several practical challenges to 
be overcome.  Please contact Gillian Cross (811263) or James Miura (811944) if you are 
able to help on the day and keep an eye on the Team website for up-to-date news.

Easter Decorations 
Thank you to everyone who helped to decorate the church for Easter.  Many visitors 
commented on how lovely it looked.  Particular thanks are due to the kind person who 
donated the lilies and to Joy Moule, who assembled the beautiful Easter garden.  Joy 
has done this for many years and has also been responsible for setting out our crib 
figures at Christmas.

Clergy Roll 
The Clergy Roll in the church porch has been rewritten and brought up to date by 
Lisa South.  Do take a look next time you walk into church.  Lisa has done a superb 
job of matching the original calligraphy so that the Roll matches the list of Bishops of 
Salisbury on the other side of the porch.  We hope this list will soon be updated too.
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh
 
Villages Country Show combined with our Annual Fete at School House Farm, 
West Orchard on Saturday 30th July will be a huge day for our villages. We 
hope everyone will support this event as it will be the last time Colin Foot 
will host this fundraiser.  Funds will be shared equally between the Charities 
Fortuneswell Trust, Forest Holme Hospice and our parishes. We are going 
to subtitle it “Jan’s Jamboree” a chance for all of us to celebrate all that Jan 
achieved for charity, for her friendship, her commitment to help us all and be 
there for us when we needed her.   Look out for the Flyers for the event.

Also if you are unable to attend please help by donating items for stalls, cakes 
for teas or items ranging from basic teabags to barrels of beer.  
 
Tea and Chat

Our next tea and chat will be held on Wednesday 18 May from 2.30pm to 3.30pm at the 
home of Phil and Rita Stranger. We look forward to seeing you there 

Margaret Marsh
The bingo held on 8th of April was a great success thanks to all who attended or gave 
prizes. The total raised  for church funds was a fantastic £540.

The Orchards

East Orchard Church
We have received the confirmation of Petition for Faculty.  Our Architect and Structural 
Engineer have been contacted. We hope that the investigation works will start this 
month, much depends on the weather. We will continue to keep you updated on the 
process.
Meanwhile services will continue in the normal pattern

West Orchard Church
We are receiving quotes for the repair of the church wall and hope to have the works 
completed during the next few weeks
 
Don’t forget the Plant Sale on Saturday 21 May at 3.00pm at the home of John and 
Maureen Stranger, Vale Farm, West Orchard.  There will be plants, cakes, tombola, raffle 
and afternoon teas.  Any donations would be gratefully received as would offers of 
help.  Please contact Rita on 01258 472331 or Annie on 01747 811333. 
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Annual Golf Day
John Stranger has very kindly offered to arrange the Golf Day at Port Regis School on 
Wednesday 10 August followed by a meal in the evening at Manston Village Hall to 
award the prizes. 
 
A jumble collection has been arranged for 9 November. We would like men’s, ladies 
and children’s clothing. Paired shoes (tied together or elastic band around)  Handbags, 
ties, belts, hats, soft toys and costume jewellery.
Everything must be in very good condition.  
 
SERVICES  
Joint Rogation Service - Sunday 1st May at St Margaret’s Church at 11.15am

From the Lay Pastoral Assistants
Some quotations to provoke thoughts …

“When you come to the end of your rope, tie a knot in it and hold on.”

“When life seems difficult and the road ahead is steep, remember God didn’t make the 
world flat and it is more interesting and beautiful for that.”

Peg Huxtable

“There is a past which has gone for ever but there is a future which is still unknown.”

“Help us to be cheerful when things go wrong,

persevering when things are difficult,

and serene when things are irritating.”

Warren W Wiersbe

 

Perhaps these suggestions may help us feel in better harmony – and perhaps more 
contented - with our own circumstances.

Gwenda Porter
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Open House
Local charity “Open House” is celebrating its first birthday on 5th May.  Offering free 
Benefit/ Housing support and emergency aid as well as budgeting and Job Club advice, 
the Open House team have found themselves gradually getting busier and busier and 
have added “Store House” to the services being offered, where good quality furniture is 
collected and distributed to members of the community in need.

Based at The Father’s House church in Christy’s Lane, Shaftesbury, Open house provides 
help to the community in a relaxed coffee house-type atmosphere with plenty of tea, 
coffee and delicious cakes available between 10am and 2pm on Tuesdays.

Open House has supported 84 individuals and families, some returning on more than 
one occasion to access the services they need.  Statistics show that a large percentage 
of clients initially come to Open House requiring emergency aid, however they are then 
able to support these clients with some of the other issues that had led them to need 
emergency help.

Throughout the year the charity has also run various events.  At Christmas 140 Open 
House clients were treated to a three course Christmas meal and entertainment and 
each family received a hamper courtesy of Virginia Hayward, and toys collected by the 
staff and customers of NatWest Bank.  An Easter fun afternoon was arranged for local 
families recently and several more of these events are planned.

Open House was launched to help families in the community with “a hand up not 
just a hand out” and has definitely seen some great results in the first year.  Entirely 
dependent on donations, the charity has been blessed this year with the finance to 
offer all the services required as well as to plan for the future.  Open House’s Helen 
Croud said: “We are very excited about being able to help even more people in our 
second year.  We would like to thank our dedicated volunteers as well as the other 
services and organisations in the community for making us feel so welcome.  We love 
working in such a fantastic community.”

For further information  about Open House  Tel.  01747 852994

email:  info@openhouseshaftesbury.co.uk
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FOOT CARE-CLINIC
At EDWARDS FARM

FOYLE HILL
Alternate Tuesdays in the 

month
Jenny Franks SRN

20 years experience CRB checked
Tel: 01747 853162

For appointments

 

Bracher
Brothers

FUNERAL  DIRECTORS
Established 1866

24 hour professional service

Private chapels of rest
Monumental Masons

Gillingham
01747 822494

Sherborne
01935 813479

Email:
funerals@bracherbrothers.co.uk
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Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707

          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting took place on 15th April.  Please see the 
noticeboard in the porch for those people who will serve on the PCC for the coming 
year.  John Porter stood down as churchwarden and our thanks go to him for his many 
years of faithful service.  Jean Kirkham stood down as our Deanery representative and 
PCC member.

Easter

It was lovely to have so many children on Good Friday to help make our Easter Garden.  
The morning began with the children listening to the Easter story, followed by a 
thought provoking story by Ann Brooks.  Then, with sleeves rolled up, the children got 
to work on creating the garden, which at this time of writing is still looking wonderful.  
Thank you children and parents.  Whilst Mums and Dads enjoyed coffee and hot cross 
buns the children made a tomb out of biscuits.  Icing sugar, small chocolate eggs and 
little sweets were then added!  We all had a very enjoyable time together.

It was lovely to welcome 57 adults and 14 children on Easter Sunday.  The Easter Egg 
Hunt was in the church this year because of the inclement weather.  The children 
searched diligently without knocking into adults in their eagerness to find the little 
eggs that Harriet Atwood had hidden before the service.   The church looked stunning 
too, so thank you to Valerie and Ann for organising all the flower ladies.

Annual Spring Clean

The annual Spring clean took place in April.  Many hands made light work.  Many 
thanks go to Liz Lyndsey-Rae for organising the cleaning rota and keeping everybody’s 
spirits up.

Organ

Many of you are aware that our organ is in need of repair.  This will be done during May 
which may mean that we shall have to have to use our CD player for the hymns whilst 
the organ is out of action. 

Friday Breakfasts

Our breakfast ‘get-together’s for the next two months are as follows:

Friday May 6th from 8.30 - 9.30am.  Please contact Christine Potter if you want to join us.

Friday June 10th from 8.30-9.30am.  Please contact Jan who will be providing breakfast 
that day.
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News From the Bell Tower

The lighter evenings bring their pros and cons.  The ringing team at Melbury has been 
practising through the winter on their usual Monday evenings and it is great to be able 
to turn up in the daylight at last.  However on the downside the tower has become 
a favourite nesting place for our winged friends - and we are not talking angels this 
time.  We turned up this week and began ringing the bells up, only to find Bell One 
surprisingly stiff and heavy.  A shower of twigs soon alerted us to the problem and sure 
enough, the jackdaws had begun nesting, blocking the route into the bell chamber 
and filling the gap between Bell One and the wall. So the Ringing Team is to become 
the Cleaning Team this weekend before our feathered friends begin nesting in earnest - 
look out for bags of nesting material flying from the tower roof!

From the Registers

27th April  - Funeral- Joan Roscow

“My very dear friend Joan Roscow played a very important part in Melbury life. The Youth 
Club and the Millennium Group were paramount, as was the concept of bursaries for every 
young student in our area. Joan was a loving Mum or GG as she was known to her grand-
children.  Joan was not someone who regularly attended church but I think she was one of 
the most Christian people I have ever known.  

I shall miss her company and sense of fun for a very long time.”

 Ann Griffin

Forthcoming Events

2-4th July - Wedding Exhibition in the church.

3rd July - Patronal Festival – 3pm Songs of Praise followed by Cream Teas.  Please send 
Jan your favourite hymns.

17th July  at 10am – Pet Service.  This year Gus, the donkey, and Tinkerbell, a Shetland 
pony, will be joining us, and their owners will tell us about their Animal Sanctuary. 

Colonel Brian Pickford (1927-2016

Brian had a distinguished career in the Royal Regiment of Artillery and on his 
retirement in 1987 he and Liz moved to Cann. Brian and Liz were great supporters of 
St Thomas’s.  They contributed much to the church both in their regular attendance, 
sidesmen duties, donations and generosity.  Brian was witty and wise, courteous and 
hospitable, and he always had a twinkle in his eye.  We in Melbury are much the poorer 
for the loss of Brian.  
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WASHING MACHINES FIXED FAST

+ ELECTRIC COOKERS

STORAGE HEATERS & DYSONS

+ PHONE POINT INSTALLATION

L E D LIGHTING UPGRADES

OVENOLOGY

01747 850971 or 07761 578482

COPY  DEADLINE 
FOR THE MAY ISSUE 

OF KEY RING IS
FRIDAY 15TH APRIL

AT 5PM

I really enjoyed my holiday!
(Ed)

To advertise here contact the Team O�  ce on 01747 853060 
or e-mail o�  ce@stmin.org.uk

Copy dead-
line for the 

June issue is 
Friday 13th 
May at 5pm




