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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@stmin.org.uk 

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                   01747 852193  simon@stmin.org.uk 
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@stmin.org.uk

Helen & Pam have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day of rest

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                    01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk 

Team administrator: Katy Ashman                                    01747 853060
The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW

 office@stmin.org.uk
Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Web site: http://stmin.org.uk

NB  The Team Office will be closed from Monday 12th September to 
Friday 16th September inclusive

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                      keyring@stmin.org.uk
                                                                                                      Tel. 01747 850821
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  Graham Dunlop                    01747 228581
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 



3

Leading Article

Towards the end of September a group from the Team are going on retreat to 
Glastonbury for a weekend. Many, whether going on this retreat or not, may have 
experience of a retreat but it is likely that there are just as many who have never had 
this opportunity.

To go on a retreat means just that – to retreat from the world for a short time in order 
to find the space to come closer to God, to rest in God’s quietness, listening for God’s 
still, small voice. Our role model for this is Jesus himself whose earthly life and ministry 
was infused with prayer, contemplation and action. He frequently withdrew to places 
of solitude in order to pray and be with God his Father. He returned from these times 
refreshed and renewed, ready for the intensity of his ministry of healing, listening, 
teaching and challenging injustice.

Our faith as Christians invites us to engage with the world, show compassion and reach 
out in many different ways in our communities. Often, though, we can find that the 
busy-ness of our lives squeezes out the time for prayer and reflection. We can become 
stressed and weary, and commitments that once excited us have become a burden. We 
each need to find a balance between doing and being; we need to feel free to accept 
some challenges and say no to others and we need to give ourselves time to relax and 
play.

The many demands on us can make it hard to set aside time daily when we can escape 
from the bulging diary and the insistent telephone. Or perhaps we simply need time 
alone, to unwind, to do nothing, to catch up with ourselves; to read, to paint, to think, 
to feel. 

A time of retreat gives us this time. It can be an extended period of quiet prayer and 
reflection, lasting a few days or a week or so, or it may be for a shorter period, a day or 
half day spent alone or with others, but with the intent of breaking the cycle of busy-
ness. There are many different kinds of retreat: some with talks or with activities based 
on work with paint or clay, observation of the natural world, or the like; and individually 
guided retreats including daily one-to-one meetings with the retreat-giver, or perhaps 
joining in the life of a religious community for a while, allowing the prayer and the 
silence to wash over you.

This last is my favourite kind of retreat and I have frequently visited a monastery where 
the life is very simple, the silence almost total and the worship warm, welcoming and 
reassuring, making little demand on me except to be immersed in it. Here I am able 
to sleep, read, walk, listen to the wind in the trees and, most importantly, have the 
space and time to be alone with God. It is the only time, in my experience, when it is 
permissible to read at the table! Meals are taken in silence but you are encouraged to 
read and each place setting includes a stand for your book. 
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Our Team retreat will not be at all like that. We will use our time together both talking 
and in silence, in prayer and worship, listening to music and to each other. There will be 
free time to walk and explore the locality and spend time together or alone. 

Each of us is different and we each find refreshment and renewal in different ways. For 
some silence and solitude are important, for others being active and in a group is most 
beneficial, some thrive on deep discussions and time to reflect with others. Whatever 
way is best for you, I urge you to try a retreat, if you haven’t already. You will find 
yourself renewed and refreshed and more able to face the challenges of our daily lives.

       

LPA News

As the children are going back to school we pray that they will feel refreshed and ready 
to start a new school year.

Sometimes the weather can be quite sunny in autumn, but as the harsh heat of 
summer abates the leaves start to turn and the days are beginning to shorten 
noticeably.

I finish with this prayer of thanks 
I thank you, O God, for the pleasures you have given me through my senses;
for the glory of thunder, 
for the mystery of music, 
the singing of birds and the laughter of children.
I thank you for the delights of colour,
The hue of the sunset,
The wild roses in the hedgerows,
The smiles of friendship.
I thank you for the sweetness of flowers and the scent of hay.
Truly, O, Lord, the earth is full of your riches

Prayer written after Edward King

Sarah Hunt LPA
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5* Gold Award Updown Cottage
luxury self-catering on Gold Hill

Simon & Jane Colston          07710 307202
www.updowncottage.co.uk

Tree Management
01747 229249      07415 890038

Felling          Pruning
Hedge Cutting

Pest & Disease                                                               Woodland
Diagnosis   Planting     Management

Fully Insured & Quali� ed

Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Budgens Car Park, Sha� esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestu� @tiscali.co.uk

J O S E P H  P E A C O C K
PA I N T E R  &  D E C O R AT O R

0 7 9 6 7  6 6 4 4 4 6

I N T E R I O R  *  E X T E R I O R  *  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S
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Team News
A Message from Jan Crossley

Thank you to everyone who attended the team service at Margaret Marsh for making my 
last service as Associate Priest so special. It was a wonderful venue followed by a delicious 
picnic and I know that it entailed a lot of work for many of you. Also thank you for the very 
generous gift. It was a truly unforgettable service. 

Jan

Westminster Memorial Hospital 

The Mayor of Shaftesbury, Cllr Richard Tippins, has organised a special Parish/Town 
Meeting in respect of the above. 

The agenda for the  Parish / Town Meeting 

Date 5th September 2016 - Time 7pm

Location – Shaftesbury Town Hall

Subject – The Shaftesbury Westminster Memorial Hospital Reorganisation Plans

Overview – The Clinical Services Review (CSR) is a Dorset wide review which proposes a 
number of changes to the way that health care is arranged in our county.  There will be 
changes to the services that the Shaftesbury Westminster Memorial Hospital delivers.  
The purpose of the Parish Meeting is to have these important changes explained 
followed by a Q&A session with the CCG panel.  This will enable the residents of 
Shaftesbury to have relevant information, prior to the formal consultation that will be 
conducted over the coming months.   

Agenda

1) Introduction to the meeting – by the Mayor Richard Tippins 

2) Presentations on the Dorset Clinical Services review and the impact on 
Shaftesbury

a. Dr Simone Yule – GP and Dorset CCG Locality Lead for North 
Dorset

b. Nichola Ararthoon  - Dorset CCG, Principal Programme Lead, 
Review

c. Frances Aviss – Dorset CCG, Engagement and Communications 
Lead 

3) Q & A Session with the CCG panel – chaired by the Mayor Richard Tippins.
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Toby’s: future plans…..

We’d like to welcome as many of you as can be present to our Open Meeting on 
Wednesday 21st September in the Town Hall at 7.00pm.  You have been very loyal 
and wonderful supporters of this project since it started nearly 20 years ago, for which 
we are enormously grateful. Now the time has come to hear of the plans for the future.
Tracy Melling, Chief Executive of the Dorset Community Foundation will be joining 
us then to talk about the work of the Foundation (for which I am an Ambassador) in 
helping with funding for all sorts of voluntary sector activities.We look forward to 
welcoming you and hope that you will enjoy our hospitality as well as the gathering.

Sara Jacson

Join in and Celebrate!

Thirty years of service to the elderly in our community with the work of Cedars Castle 
Hill. Dr Geoffrey Tapper dreamed of setting up a home for the elderly and wrote in 
Contact that this was a vision from maternity to eternity as the old maternity wing of the 
Westminster Hospital closed and reopened as a residential home for some 12 people. 
Today we look after 62 people and specialise in dementia care offered willingly and 
lovingly.  So, something indeed to celebrate and give thanks to God for amazing visions 
fulfilled from early beginnings with the Christian Council to today’s well-established 
and loved homes. We have invited Bishop Karen Gorham to be with us as we join to 
sing loved and familiar hymns – yes, we must have Geoffrey’s favourite! – in St James’ 
Church on Tuesday 27th September at 7.00pm.  There will be time afterwards for 
socialising, reminiscing and friendship over a glass of something pleasant.  Everyone is 
more than welcome to come to this very special Songs of Praise – and please tell your 
friends and neighbours.

Sara Jacson, Chair of Trustees.

Supported Lodgings

I am a support worker with Step by Step and we have recently won a contract to 
run a service in Shaftesbury and Gillingham to help house 16-21 year olds in need 
of housing. They would be housed within the community in the homes of  people 
who can offer then a small amount of support each week with basic living skills and 
a safe place to live. These are young people who are leaving care or have a broken 
relationship with their family but are not yet ready to live independently.  

If you think you can help I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Kind regards,

Sarah Muckart  sarah.muckart@stepbystep.org.uk  Tel: 07718 566466.t / 01329 283786

mailto:kirsten.carmichael@stepbystep.org.uk
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Catching Up with Christian Aid’s Work in Kenya

As we are celebrating our own bounteous harvest and thanking God for all our 
blessings, it is good to know that our support of the work of Christian Aid is helping 
others less fortunate than ourselves also to  reap a harvest of their own.  This is Rodah’s 
story.   She lives with her family in rural Kenya.  She used to carry heavy jerry cans for 
miles to collect water, and struggled to get a good harvest from her dry land.  Thanks 
to CA’s partner ADSE (a branch of the Anglican church in Kenya), Rodah’s community 
built a sand dam.  Now she has water close by and her farm is flourishing.  ADSE also 
provides drought resistant seeds and trains farmers in ways to manage their land in the 
changing climate.  Rodah can sell her produce, employ casual labourers and afford to 
send her children to school.  Keeping water close by has allowed villages to set up new 
businesses and transformed community life.

This is just one small example of how our donations are improving the lives of many 
communities in simple ways and how greatly it is appreciated. 

Here, in Shaftesbury, we can help by supporting the events organised by the local 
committee, and to which everyone is most welcome.  On Friday October 7th there will 
be our annual Harvest Lunch in the Town Hall, Shaftesbury.  It will be as usual – home-
made soup and bread and cheese which will be served between noon and 1.30pm.  No 
set charge, but donations gratefully received.  Then, on Friday 4th November we will 
be having our popular Autumn Quiz and Ploughman’s supper for which there will be 
a modest charge.  The venue is Father’s House as before, beginning at 7pm.  Teams of 
4/6 are accepted and it would be appreciated if numbers could be given beforehand to 
help with catering arrangements. Your church representative would be happy to hear 
from you, or ring 01747 854294.  We would be delighted to have your company and 
support.                                                                                                              

 SB  
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St James’ 
Dates for your Diary

MISBEHAVIN’  Friday 2nd September at 7.30pm

An evening with Misbehavin’  is always a kaleidoscopic musical experience - new 
arrangements of old favourites by Thelonius Monk and Cole Porter as well as rarely 
heard musical gems from song-writers such as Abbey Lincoln and Tom Waits, and of 
course their own distinctive songs.  The 2016 tour features ‘Time Piece’ a new set of 
songs and instrumentals, exploring the mercurial qualities of time…past, present and 
future. Featuring vocals, clarinets, rhythm guitar and double bass, their distinctive 
sound draws you into the intimate and then hits you with high-octane soloing, drama 
and exuberance!  Synchronise your watches!

     The mercurial qualities of time explored in sound, rhythm and song.  Tickets on the 
door £9.  Wine & soft drinks available. Contact Philippa for details philippacf@gmail.
com or tel. 812365)

Dorset Historic Churches ‘Ride & Stride’

Saturday 10th September

Let’s follow on from the success of last year and make this a really enjoyable time 
together.  Get lots of partakers and sponsors, visit a group of churches we haven’t seen 
before, perhaps, have lunch out and make a day of it.  For more information please 
speak with Nick or Philippa Forrest on 812365 or Alan Carter on 852820

Shaftesbury Community Choir Saturday 24th September at 7.30pm in St James 
Church.  Seasonal choice of music under the batons of David Grierson and Karen 
Wimhurst.

Horse Race Event - Thursday 27 October – An evening at the Races

Venue:  Coppleridge Inn, Motcombe.   7.00pm – They’re Off at 8.00pm 

A simple supper will be served before the start of the Races.

Full details will be in the October issue of Key Ring but just now we are looking for 
sponsors for the eight Races – your name could feature on the race card for £50.00. for 
example …  The Jo Churchill Maiden stakes. 

If you are interested please contact Guy Lowton on 01747 854244 or Alan Carter on 
01747 852820 

All proceeds from this evening will be for the Friends of St. James and their car park 
project. 

mailto:philippacf@gmail.com
mailto:philippacf@gmail.com
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Saturday 22nd October – Talk by Julian Richards ‘A Life in Ruins’ at Shaftesbury Arts 
Centre.  Time and ticket price to be confirmed.

Sunday 30th October at 6pm – Five Choirs Evensong at Marnhull Church (to include 
ad-hoc group from St James’)

Forward Planning is said to be a key ingredient for the success of any event, so 
please everyone, although the Christmas Fair on Saturday November 26th seems a long 
way off yet, no doubt it will be on us before we know it!  Now we are approaching the 
season of harvest, the produce stall would benefit from jams/chutneys etc. and an extra 
cake baked over the next few weeks would happily nestle in a freezer for a while. The 
gift stall would be the place to donate that impulse buy or gift that didn’t quite fulfil its 
promise, and if you’re replacing Christmas decorations there will be a stall for them, too.  
Lastly - if anyone has an idea for a ‘stall with a difference’ (it doesn’t necessarily have to 
be ‘Christmassy’) that would be a bit of a change from the usual, please have a word 
with Sue Ballett who would love to hear from you. It really isn’t too soon to put the 
thinking caps on!

Pilgrim Services

Our next Pilgrim Service is on Sunday 10th September at 6pm In St James’ Church.  You 
are most welcome to join us for this less formal worship which is interspersed with 
songs from the Celtic tradition.

Abbey School

The last half of the summer term has included hard work by pupils and staff, together 
with many enjoyable activities.  SATs and phonics screening tests were completed. 
Abbey SATs results were very good, especially as this year a new type of national testing 
was introduced.

     There have been several residentials. Year 4 spent a night at Springhead, Year 5 
spent two nights at Lulworth and Year 6 spent 3 nights in Minehead. These were very 
successful and enjoyed by all.  Years 4, 5 and 6 visited Higher Green Farm to complete 
art projects, Year 3 had a trip to the Ancient Technology Centre and a ‘Saxon Walk’ 
around Shaftesbury and Year 2 visited Brownsea Island.

Many musical activities took place. Year 5 wrote and performed songs with composer 
Beth Goudie. The band and Year 5 took part in the Festival in the Field concert at 
Clayesmore with other local schools and members of Bournemouth Symphony 
Orchestra. It was a memorable experience for them and for the audience. Three year 
6 children took part in a guitar concert at Semley. Last, but not least, Years 4, 5 and 6 
staged a performance of ‘The Jungle Book’ which  maintained Abbey’s high standard of 
production.
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     Term ended with the traditional Leavers’ Service. This year we said ‘goodbye’ to Mrs 
Burfitt who has been a Teaching Assistant at the school for 25 years and has done 
excellent work counselling children who are anxious or distressed. Mr Meacham, who 
remains on sick leave, was able to come and present Bibles to the Year 6 children as 
they leave Abbey.

     We appreciate the work of Mrs Sandy and her staff who have run the school so ably 
during Mr Meacham’s absence and hope that he will return soon.    
  

Janet Wilson           

In Memoriam

Chris Wallis 1946-2016

For most people the immediate impression given by Chris Wallis was of wit, humour 
and playfulness. He was funny, sharp as a razor and inclined to dreadful puns. He had 
the ability to create both verbal and visual jokes through his cartoons. Chris could 
gently mock the self-important but he also had a clear sense of his own strengths 
and weaknesses. This playful directness and self-deprecation endeared him to almost 
everyone he met. Consequently he had a wide circle of friends and acquaintances 
which included every type and condition of humanity - appearance or status counted 
for nothing. Together with his wife Sue, he developed gifts of friendship, hospitality and 
generosity towards people and dogs alike. Many of those who gathered for a Service 
of Thanksgiving at St James’ on 21st July have happy memories of meals, days out or 
holidays spent together.
     Chris was a man of extraordinarily varied gifts. Trained as a graphic artist, he drove 
lorries for many years, worked as a mechanic and later as a builder. Both technical and 
artistic skills were shown in wonderfully imaginative greetings cards, decorations for 
public and private events, illustrations or the “customising” of motor vehicles. Given 
that Chris came across as relaxed and slightly zany, it was always a surprise to discover 
how meticulous he could be.  It was, however, for his work with DCRS (Dorset Centre 
for Rural Skills) that he will probably be best remembered. As an advocate for keeping 
rural skills alive, Chris was involved in the inception and evolution of DCRS. As his own 
skill as a builder developed, he became part of a specialized team for ‘green ethical 
builds’. Ultimately the team were responsible for completing three stages of building at 
Cherry Tree Nursery, Bournemouth – a charitable foundation providing real work and 
community support for people experiencing mental health issues.
     Above all, Chris had the capacity to celebrate every aspect of life by living completely 
in the present moment. He would throw himself into every opportunity which came 
along. In recent years that included  the community of Motcombe village and St James’, 
Shaftesbury where Chris was a member of the PCC,  acted as crucifer and was 
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a keen supporter of the Pilgrim services through his art work. His first great passion 
was surfing (which meant a long haul from Brighton to Cornwall in the 1960s) but he 
remained enthusiastic about motor bikes, cars, steam locomotives and engines and 
looked forward to trips out to Goodwood, the Dorset Steam Fair or any preserved 
railway. In this sense Chris was a man who lived life fully but who also wanted everyone 
else to enjoy life as much as he did.       

Darrell Weyman 

Joan Dunning 1923 - 2016

Joan Patricia Dunning was born in Liverpool eighty-three years ago. On leaving school 
Joan chose to work in the Bank of England in Liverpool – a prestigious job, which 
pleased her father. However, he was somewhat disappointed when Joan decided to 
change her career to nursing. She trained in Liverpool, specialised in midwifery in 
Birmingham, and later worked in the slum areas of Manchester. After World War Two 
Joan drove her car to Germany to nurse for a spell in the British sector of the divided 
city of Berlin, after which she moved to Guy’s hospital in London as a sister in the E.N.T. 
department.

She was then selected for the post of senior nursing sister at Eton College. One of her 
patients in the school sanatorium was a certain Boris Johnson, who Joan remembered 
was as loquacious then as he is today!

After her father died Joan and her mother moved to Sherborne, and Joan became 
Matron at Clayesmore School. Towards the end of her career, Joan nursed at the 
Common Cold Research Unit in Salisbury.

In retirement, Joan moved to Shaftesbury and took up many activities for which she 
now had the time. She became quite an expert in antiquarian books, with a stall 
in Salisbury; she also did voluntary work for Age Concern. She was meticulous and 
conscientious, qualities well exercised in her proof-reading and also in her Treasurer-
ship for St James’ Church – a task she cheerfully undertook for some years. She also 
enjoyed bridge and played regularly.

She liked walking and enjoyed many walking holidays. She was especially fond of 
spaniels and had a succession of them for several years, the last being Marco, and one 
can remember the excited scrabble behind the front door of Joan’s house after posting 
something through her letterbox, and the worry that nothing might be left of this 
postman’s ‘gift’!  Joan was a very modest and unassuming lady, who always put others 
before herself, and her kind, quiet demeanour spoke of her long life spent in a caring 
profession. She was a committed Christian lady and was a faithful member of St James’ 
Church, Shaftesbury for many years, a great support to Revd Anne Heywood, and a 
friend to all who met her.
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When Joan was diagnosed with an advanced case of throat cancer she chose not 
to have surgery or radiotherapy. During the progress of the disease she retained a 
positive attitude without a word of complaint, saying she had had a long, good life. She 
maintained a lovely smile with clear blue eyes and we remember her as a delightful 
lady whose life was well-lived. May she now rest in peace.

From the Registers

Baptisms

Sunday 3rd July - Albie David Hardiman

Sunday 17th July - Alana Yvonne Botterill

Sunday 7th August - Honey-Rae Kemp-Phillips   

Marriages

Saturday 16th July – Blessing, Mark Spencer and Ann O’Keefe

Funerals

Thursday 14th July at Salisbury Crematorium – Joan Dunning

Thursday 4th August – Elizabeth Monaghan 

Memorial Service – for the life of Chris Wallis was held at St James on Thursday 21st 
July. 

 

“Cup & Sourcer” – is a new initiative by St James’ Church to welcome pilgrims to their 
lovely building on Saturdays between 10am and 12 noon, to enjoy a time of chat, 
refreshment and relaxation. A variety of cakes, food, and drinks hot and cold are on 
offer, and it is a pleasant way of chilling out after a busy week. Why not come – and 
bring a friend?  We will run to 10th September after which we decide whether to go 
through the winter on a weekday morning instead. Feedback (good or bad) to Philippa 
on 812365 will be helpful please!
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Fri, 10.00am to 1.00pm Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
                                                                                                                                                     Est 1972

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO ALL TYPES OF WASHING MACHINES 
AND TWIN TUBS

OAP DISCOUNTS – 24 HOUR SERVICE – SET LABOUR FEE
NEW MACHINES AVAILABLE

PREMIER ELECTRICS – 0800 592107

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard. SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have 
enough room to put them up?

Rates - £35 per head per night B&B reduced to £30 for associates 
of locals and members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin bedded room, all en-suite.
Living room with a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV 

and have breakfast.
Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365
e.mail - philippacf@gmail.com
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St Peter’s
From the Registers

Baptisms

July 24   Freya Williamson

August 28   Theo Heath,  Rio Stevenson

Thanksgiving Service following cremation

14 July  Flora Dowding

Flora Mabel Dowding was born in Shaftesbury, the eldest daughter of Harry and Mary 
Padfield of Bell Street. During the Second World War she rose to the rank of sergeant in 
the WRAF. After the war she became the fashion buyer for Chesterfield White and then 
Hine and Parsons; always conscious of the seasonal fashion requirements of the ladies 
of Shaftesbury. 
She and her husband Doug were one of the first to move into the new development in 
Homefield. Ill health meant they transferred to St Martins home in Gillingham and she 
stayed there after Doug’s death. She died there on 23rd June aged 96. 
The Shaftesbury branch of the RAFA paraded their standard at the Service as a tribute 
to Flora.

Edred Bowman

Open House

John Kitching writes:

For some months now I have been working as a Welcomer with the Open House Team, 
based at the Father’s House.  Open House operates on Tuesdays, from 9.30 to about 
2pm, but this can be flexible.  I have agreed to cover one Tuesday each month. Another 
area where help is needed is in providing refreshments for customers and staff.

I have found that the work is very interesting.  It forms an important link between a 
lot of people who have a wide variety of needs and the services which can be of help 
to them.  It is surprising how much help is needed in the area over problems such as 
budgeting, debt, housing , job seeking and many more.

My job as Welcomer is to act as the initial contact, to register new people and to 
find out what help they are seeking.  I then provide them with a welcoming drink 
and possibly a piece of cake!  After this, I put them in touch with the people who are 
qualified to give them the help and advice they need, as soon as they are available.

More helpers would be welcome.  There is an introductory course on September 6th for 
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people who are interested.

I heartily recommend this as a valuable area of pastoral care.

Kirsty’s Ordination

Sunday June 26 will seem a long time ago by the time this issue ireaches our readers, 
but the splendid Ordination service in Salisbury Cathedral is well worth remembering.  
It was a joyous, colourful and inspiring occasion, in a packed Cathedral.  St Peter’s and 
the Team were well represented, both by more Team past, present and retired clergy in 
full vestments than your correspondent had ever seen together and by many from our 
congregations.  

Gillingham Food Bank

Those members of our congregation who head to the Bell Street store after the 
Sunday 9.30 service may have noticed that when Budgens first opened they were not 
continuing the collection basket for the Food Bank previously offered under Co-op 
management. The good news is that the basket is now back in place.  Donations much 
needed, both there and in Tesco.  Both baskets carry a list of current priority items.

Diary

After the summer break, we return to our usual pattern including the following regular 
monthly events:

- 10 September (second Saturday) Men’s Breakfast

- 17 September (third Saturday) Donut Time

- 27 September (fourth Tuesday) Sing and Praise

Lay Office holders

A reminder of key appointments following the PCC Annual Meeting:

- Church Wardens: Ros Wilson, Florence Mudoti

- Deputy Church Warden: Ros Wetherilt

- Verger: Jo Slade

- Team and PCC Treasurer: John Hunt

- Electoral Roll Officer: Gill Hunt

- PCC Secretary: Jessica Sims

- 
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St John’s, Enmore Green
Sadly, we have discontinued our monthly Community Lunch; Elizabeth and David 
Preston felt the need to give up organising it and so far no-one has come forward to 
take it over. Instead, the frequency of the coffee mornings will be increased to monthly. 
We have had Coffee Mornings from time to time in our Church Hall and these have 
always been popular giving the opportunity for people to pop in and have a chat with 
friends and neighbours.   Starting from September, our Coffee mornings will be held on 
a regular basis on the first Wednesday of the month from 10.00am to 12 noon.  As well 
as coffee and tea we will encourage visitors to Bring and Buy as well.  So for your diary 
in the Church Hall (top of Church Hill.

Wednesday 7 September

Wednesday 5 October

Friday 23rd September – Fashion Show at  M & Co 

Time: 7 – 7.30pm.

Ticket Price:  £5.00 

M & Co is situated in the High Street and caters for ladies and children’s clothing plus 
a few choices for men.  Let’s face it, they don’t buy as much as we do!  M & Co have 
offered this evening as a fundraiser for St. John’s  and we hope that as many people 
as possible will buy tickets.  The show starts at 7.30pm, with an interval of 20 minutes, 
ending about 9.30pm.  In the interval and at the end of the Show visitors get the 
opportunity to browse the store.   We provide our own fashion models!  I have been 
to a previous Fashion Show and enjoyed it very much. I was reluctant to go at first as 
I thought everything would be for a young age group but No – I made some lovely 
purchases which represented very good value.  Important for us as well is that M & Co 
have a very sound ethical policy; making sure their suppliers have an appropriate code 
of conduct for their employees.  Wherever possible stock is sourced in the UK.  

To purchase your tickets please contact Jo Churchill on 01747 850432 or email: 
jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk  

mailto:jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk
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St Peter’s St James’ St John’s
Enmore Green

St Mary’s
Motcombe

4th September
Trinity 15

9.30am
Family Service

9.30am
HC CW1

6.30pm
Evensong

11.15am
Parish 

Communion
BCP

11th September
Trinity 16

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC BCP

6.00pm
Pilgrim Service

11.15am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC CW1

18th September
Trinity 17

9.30am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC CW1

11.15am
HC CW1

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
All Age
Service

25th September
Trinity 18

9.30am
HC CW1

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

11.15am
Family Service

9.30am
HC CW1

Weekday Morning Prayer Services
St Peter’s    8.30am Monday - Friday
St James’    9.00am Tuesday - Friday
St Mary’s Motcombe   8.30am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,   
      Saturday
St Mary’s Compton Abbas   9.00am Wednesday
St Thomas’  Melbury Abbas  8.30am Friday
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St Mary’s
Compton Abbas

St Thomas’
Melbury Abbas

St Margaret’s
M. Marsh

St Thomas
E. Orchard

St Luke’s
W. Orchard

4th Septem-
ber

Trinity 15

8.00am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

11.15am
HC BCP

6.30pm
Evensong

11th Sep-
tember

Trinity 16

11.15am
Joint 

Service at
West 

Orchard

11.15am
Joint Service 

with 
East Orchard

18th Sep-
tember

Trinity 17

11.15am
HC CW1

11.15am
HC CW1

11.15am
Matins

25th Sep-
tember

Trinity 18

11.15am
Matins

11.15am
Matins

Midweek Communion Services

St Peter’s    10.30am Wednesday  
St James’      7.00pm  Thursday
St Mary’s, Motcombe   10.00am  Thursday
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St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas
Churchyard Tidy Up

Thank you to all those who came to do battle with the greenery in and around the 
churchyard and cemetery and thank you to Rodney Atwood for organising it.

Clerk of Works News. 

The gutters and downpipes have been repaired and painted; a very big thank you to the 
Preservation Society for funding this maintenance work.  The extension to the ashes plot 
is in hand and will be completed during the summer months.  We now have the faculty 
supporting the repair to the damaged stained glass window and are in the process of 
choosing a contractor.

Pet Service at Melbury Abbas

On Sunday 17th July St Thomas’s held a pet service, led by Rev Jan Crossley, where 
congregation, pets and owners were joined by Gus – the donkey, and Tinkerbell – 
a Shetland pony.  They were visiting with Mr. Coffin, who talked about his animal 
sanctuary.  The collection raised £112 for his valuable work with unwanted animals. 

Two Weddings in June

Kate Bradley-Watson from East Melbury married Matthew Bennett from Bristol on June 
18th.  The couple are now having an extended honeymoon in South America, before 
they settle down to daily life back in the UK.

Holly Tweddell and Jake Lofdahl were married on 25th June.  The couple live and work 
in London, she as a doctor and he as a TV producer, but Holly is no stranger to Melbury 
Abbas as her parents have lived at French Mill and now at Writh Farm.

On both occasions the church was beautifully decorated.

The Revd Jan Crossley’s Farewell to St Thomas’s. 

Jan’s last service in St Thomas’s before her retirement took place on 24th July and was 
followed by drinks and a buffet lunch in the village hall.  Thank you to all those who 
helped with the food, drinks, parking etc.  It was much appreciated by Jan who has 
sent us a card – which is on the notice board in the church – in which she thanks 
everyone for the framed picture of St Thomas’s and for the flowers and vouchers. 
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Retirement, Revd. Jan Crossley by John Porter

Gwenda and I were privileged to be members of Jan’s parish support group during 
her ordinand training – so we have been alongside her ministry for a long time.  It 
was evident that Jan’s calling was absolutely fundamental.  She knew where she 
was heading, while being aware – at times perhaps too aware – of the length of that 
journey.

The first period of her ministry was as a priest in the Team and then on Mary Harding’s 
departure Jan joined us here as our parish priest.  We saw her hard work, commitment 
and compassion alongside her eagerness to get to grips with the multiple new 
experiences as a parish priest.

No sooner had Jan had the chance to settle in here, than the Team entered its double 
clergy vacancy with Jan and Simon responsible for the whole Team for what must 
have seemed an interminable period.  This situation involved an enormous workload 
to which Jan responded with the resourcefulness and determination to which we had 
become accustomed.

Her work in this parish is obviously the clearest to us but among other tasks she has 
undertaken the role of chaplain to Westminster Hospital – a task she is retaining in 
retirement.  This chimes in well with the commitment and loyalty we have seen in 
her ministering to anyone in the community in need of support.  Those in the wider 
community have expressed their appreciation of her care and dedication to their 
needs. 

Jan has been a tremendously good parish priest, demonstrating determination, 
spirituality and compassion.  We all want to pay tribute to the support and loyalty Mike 
has provided throughout her ministry.

We thank Jan so much for everything.  Our fond good wishes go with her and Mike for 
their future.  We feel they both belong to our community and look forward to seeing 
them from time to time.

The Revd Jan Crossley’s Replacement. 
We are delighted to welcome the Revd. Dr Simon Chambers who will have pastoral 
oversight of St Thomas’s in Jan’s stead.  Services in Melbury will continue to be taken 
by clergy and lay ministers from across the Team in the usual way, but Simon will be 
the member of the clergy team who works with the PCC to oversee their mission to the 
parish.  We are confident that working with his leadership will give continued spiritual 
and pastoral fulfilment in our church and wider community.
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Dates for the Diary

10th September Ride and Stride
This is an opportunity for us to sponsor church members to raise money for our church 
and for the Dorset Historic Churches Trust who have supported us financially on several 
occasions in the past. For those who are interested please speak to Rodney Atwood.

2nd October at 9.30 am Harvest Festival 
Simon Pomeroy, Chairman of Dorset Historic Churches Trust is coming to speak to us 
about the work of the Trust.  At this service, Smartie pots will be distributed for return at 
Christmas filled with coins for our chosen charities.

5th October at 7pm -  PCC meeting

13th November 10.45 am – Remembrance Day Service

3rd December Christmas Coffee Morning 
Bob and Sue Breach have again kindly offered to host the Christmas Coffee Morning in 
aid of St Thomas’s Preservation Society, which raises money for the fabric of the church.  
More details will follow and all are welcome to this fund raising event. 

“Basically, we’re looking for an innovative priest with a fresh vision who will inspire 
our church to remain exactly the same.”
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J & T 
WINDOW CLEANING

Your local, traditional 
window cleaner.  

We are able to clean and clear 
out guttering

 We also undertake complete 
conservatory cleans

Please phone Jess and Tim
on 01747 590090/

07724 455128
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FOOT CARE-CLINIC
At EDWARDS FARM

FOYLE HILL
Alternate Tuesdays in the 

month
Jenny Franks SRN

20 years experience CRB checked
Tel: 01747 853162

For appointments

 

SHAFTESBURY TOWN TWINNING

ASSOCIATION

Annual Exchanges with Brionne 
(France) and Lindlar (Germany).

Further informati on -

Clare Huxley, Associati on Chair

01747 855790 or

www.shaft esburytwinning.org.uk
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas
Services in September

Sunday   4th September   8.00 am                   Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 18th September 11.15 am Holy Communion with hymns 
Wednesdays   9.00 am Morning Prayer

Harvest Festival

This year’s Harvest Festival will be held on Sunday 16th October at 11.15 am.  
Afterwards, the Social Club is organising a celebration of Apple Day in Fanner’s Field.  
Come and thank God for all his goodness to us and then bring your apples to Fanner’s 
Field to be juiced.  Enjoy celebrating with your neighbours as we share apple-themed 
games and food.  If the weather is bad, we’ll meet in the Church Hall instead.  Look out 
for more details on the village noticeboards and in the next issue of the Key Ring

Funerals

This summer saw the deaths of several longstanding members of our congregation.  
Gillian Haywood died in June and we gave thanks for her life at a service in July, when 
we remembered the huge support that she and her late husband Douglas gave to 
St Mary’s over many years.  Gillian was a much-loved member of our church and a 
member of our PCC until she was no longer able to attend meetings.  To the end of her 
life, she gave a warm welcome to everyone who visited her at Cornhills Farm and she 
will be very much missed.

In July, Peter Butler died.  He and his wife Jill were members of the Roman Catholic 
church, but they often attended services at St Mary’s too.  They played an active 
part in village life until they were overtaken by ill-health and were valued members 
of the village community.  Jill died in 2011 and she and Peter are both buried in the 
churchyard at Compton Abbas. 

Church Hall and public footpath

Those who use the public footpath which runs past the Church Hall may have noticed 
that the stone wall beside the front steps was in danger of collapsing.  It has now been 
repaired and the Hall Committee has also arranged to have the Hall toilets redecorated 
in the autumn.  The Hall is the only place in the village where social events can be held.  
It has been considerably improved over the last few years and the PCC is keen for it to 
be used as much as possible.  If you are interested in organising an event there, please 
contact one of the church wardens, who will be happy to help you.
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St Mary’s, Motcombe
Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

To contact the Revd Pam Rink please phone 01747 590712 or email pam@stmin.org.uk 

Services for September:

Sunday 04 Sept  11.15am        BCP Holy Communion

Sunday 11 Sept    9.30am        Family Communion

Sunday 18 Sept    8.00am        BCP Holy Communion

9.30am        Family Service

Sunday 25 Sept    9.30am        Parish Communion 

Monday 26 Sept    9.10am        New School Intake Welcome Service

Patronal Weekend – on 10th & 11th September we will celebrate Mary, Jesus’ mother. 
On Saturday afternoon, from 2pm in church, we will have Messy Church type activities 
when we will make an altar frontal, bread for Communion, banners and noisy 
instruments (all to be used in our Sunday service). This will be followed by a BBQ. On 
Sunday we will have a special informal Family Communion when we will learn some 
new songs and enjoy fellowship. Everyone is welcome on both Saturday and Sunday.

On the first day of school for new children and parents, there will be an opportunity for 
parents to come into church after dropping their son or daughter off at school to light 
a candle and say a prayer for their little one’s first few days at school.  On Monday 26 
September at 9.10am, in conjunction with the School, we will be holding a welcome 
service for parents and children joining Ducklings Class.

The Dorset Historic Churches Trust annual “Ride and Stride” takes place on 
Saturday 10th September. This is an opportunity for a day out, walking, riding or 
cycling to one or more beautiful churches in Dorset and raising money for the Trust. If 
you enjoy the beauty of our churches, and would like to visit some different ones, this 
is open to all ages and abilities!  Please contact Simon Hutchinson hutchinson_scj@
hotmail.com or telephone 01747 854290) for your sponsorship forms.

mailto:pam@stmin.org.uk
mailto:hutchinson_scj@hotmail.com
mailto:hutchinson_scj@hotmail.com
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh 
 
Villages Country Show and Golf Day

A huge thank you to everyone who supported these two events. Special thanks to 
Colin and his near neighbours who worked so hard to prepare the site for the day and 
Rita Stranger who took on the main organising. The Country Show was an amazing 
success, the sun shone all day with hundreds of visitors who enjoyed the tractor rides, 
visit to the robot milking at Manston, the steam engine, lawn mower racing and other 
attractions. Our stall holders and teas ladies were magnificent and must have been very 
tired at the end of a long day which ended well past midnight after skittles and music. 
Colin and Kirsty are so grateful to everyone for making the day such a positive memory 
of Jan and an opportunity to donate to the two charities which inspired her to fight on 
for so long.
John Stranger ran the Golf day securing sponsorship and prizes. Over 50 played on the 
day and more than 60 came to the evening meal and presentation. Thank you John; 
your efforts are much appreciated

The Team Barn Service

The service was held at the home of Ron and Audrey Trim on 31st July. Once again, a 
service to remember with around 100 attending, much appreciated by all who were 
there especially as it was our chance to say thankyou to Jan Crossley for being there 
for us. We wish her a happy retirement. Thank you Ron and Audrey for being our hosts 
once again.

Tea and Chat

Our next Tea and chat will be held on Wednesday 21st September from 2.30 to 3.30pm 
at the home of Mel and Trudy, Elm Farm, Margaret Marsh.
Thank you to Ray and Annie Barnes and Phil and Rita Stranger for hosting July and 
August.

Dorset Historic Churches Ride and Stride

Saturday 10th September.  Please support those who are riding. Alan and Jean Outram 
are cycling for Margaret Marsh.
Helpers to man the churches will be appreciated. Please contact Nancy Roberts or 
Annie Barnes.
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The Orchards
Jumble Collection

Don’t forget our Jumble Collection which is on 9 November.  Bags will be available 
nearer the time although black bin liners can be used. We would like men’s, ladies and 
children’s clothing. Paired shoes (tied together or with elastic band around) handbags, 
ties, belts, hats, soft toys and costume jewellery. Everything must be in good 
condition.

SERVICES 
Margaret Marsh

Joint Harvest Service at Margaret Marsh on Sunday 2nd October at 6.30pm
Donations of produce and flowers appreciated.
There will be an auction of goods followed by drinks and light refreshment.

THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL
 
The boy listened closely as the rabbi read the Bible.  ‘May I ask a question?’ he asked.  
‘Sure. Go ahead. Ask your question,’ replied the rabbi.  ‘Well, the Bible says that the 
children of Israel crossed the Red Sea - the children of Israel built the temple - the 
children of Israel did this and the children of Israel did that. Didn’t the grown-ups ever 
do anything?’
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Blackmore Vale Quiet Day, 6th July 2016

Hilfield Friary is well off the beaten track so we had been given precise directions from 
Middlemarsh on the A352 south of Sherborne. Unfortunately we met a diversion at the 
crucial spot, followed by a somewhat anxious scanning of the road map, but all went 
well and we arrived in good time for a ‘welcome’ coffee. 

The reception room is large and airy with plenty of comfortable seating for the twenty-
eight visitors from the Blackmore Vale. 

At 10.15 Br Samuel introduced himself and outlined the time table we would be 
following. His first reading John 8.1-11” Words From Out Of Silence” enabled us to slow 
our thoughts and then we were invited to go outside and find a quiet spot. It was 
wonderfully peaceful with plenty of space for each of us to be alone.

We returned to the recreation room for the second reading at 11.15 – Revelations 7.9-
12, 8.1 “Silence In Worship”. Br Samuel advised us that to keep silence throughout the 
day would be a huge benefit and so most of us did.

At noon, after a second quiet time, the group were invited to attend Eucharist in the 
chapel with members of the community and other visitors. We then had an hour’s 
lunch break during which I toured the kitchen gardens and admired the abundance of 
fruit and vegetables produced. The community is not entirely self-sufficient but they 
certainly provide a wide range of fresh food. Young volunteers are encouraged to stay 
six months to a year helping to run the establishment – animal husbandry, farming, and 
caring for guests whilst living a simple life. 

Br Samuel gave his third address at 14.00 1 Kings 19.1-18  ”Quieting The Inner Voices.” 
He discussed the text then suggested we walk around the boundary. Being deep in the 
countryside it was wonderfully peaceful. I heard voices across a field and saw young 
people tending cows and sheep, I could see there had recently been hay making but in 
the upper fields there was still an abundance of wild flowers. 
Our day ended at 15.45 with closing worship followed by tea and coffee and the chance 
to speak to members of the group. As we departed Emma and I agreed it had been a 
wonderfully cleansing experience, with memories that would last a long, long time. 

Aileen Bowen 
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OPEN HOUSE, SHAFTESBURY
It is now over a year since “Open House” opened and during that time we have helped 
over 150 people.   “Open House” opens every Tuesday morning at Father’s House 
Church (who have generously provided their foyer area as a venue free of charge) and 
is staffed by volunteers from various churches.

People can drop in for help with:

Food aid & emergency aid, benefit advice, housing support, debt and budgeting 
support, Job Club, or just for tea or coffee and a friendly chat.

We have also recently launched “Storehouse” which provides good quality, donated 
furniture and equipment for needy families.

As the need for our services continues to grow, we are seeking more volunteers to 
come and join us on a Tuesday. This generally involves one or two Tuesdays each 
month.  Volunteers cover a range of duties including:

•	 Welcome Team who  greet clients and establish each client’s immediate needs

•	 Hospitality Team, serving coffee, tea and refreshments.

•	 Handing out food parcels and emergency aid packages.

•	 Advising on benefits available and how to claim them

•	 Housing advice

•	 Personal budgeting

•	 Job Club

Now is a good time to think about volunteering from this coming autumn. All 
volunteers are given training and we have arranged a training day for both new and 
existing volunteers to take place on Tuesday 6th September. We would love to see you 
there.

Our help and support is available to all and is unconditional, but we are doing this as 
Christians and, in a small way, bringing the Church to the people, by serving them in 
loving and practical ways.

If you would like to join us, please contact one of the following:

Helen Croud:  helen.croud@fathershouseshaftesbury.co.uk 07712 481835 
Alan Kirkham:  alanjean.kirkham@gmail.com 01747 853515

mailto:helen.croud@fathershouseshaftesbury.co.uk
mailto:alanjean.kirkham@gmail.com
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Christian Aid Launches Campaign to Change the Story 
about Refugees

Now more than ever churches in the UK have an important role to play in presenting 
and realising a vision of a future where every person is treated with inherent dignity and 
infinite worth, the development agency Christian Aid has said.

Launching “Change the Story”, a campaign to challenge and change the way refugees 
are portrayed, Loretta Minghella, Chief Executive of Christian Aid, said: “Refugees are 
people fleeing violence, war and oppression. They are our sisters and brothers, each one 
of them made in the image of God. They have a legal right to seek sanctuary and to find 
safety, wherever they are from.  

“But that principle has too often been lost. Recently our public debate around refugees 
has focused more on our differences than the common humanity we share, and the 
language used to depict refugees has too often been dehumanising, demeaning and 
divisive. Now, more than ever, we have to work together to change that story.”

Rt Revd Jonathan Clark, Bishop of Croydon and Chair of the Churches Refugee Network, 
said: “Churches and congregations all over the UK are welcoming refugees into their 
homes and communities, and are helping to build communities where every person is 
treated with inherent dignity and infinite worth. Yet this is rarely a story that is heard or 
celebrated, and we want to change that.

“As well as needing our help, refugees enrich our social fabric, helping to make the UK a 
place of cultural diversity, which we ought to be proud to celebrate.”

The campaign launched this week by Christian Aid calls on its supporters and others 
who want to get involved to write to their newspapers to share positive stories of 
welcome - and to call on the UK government to be bolder in its ambition to respond to 
the refugee crisis.

Ahead of the UN High Level Meeting on Refugees and Migrants in September, Christian 
Aid is urging the UK government to host far higher numbers of refugees through:

•	 Resettling higher numbers of refugees, broaden the nationalities it resettles 
and significantly accelerate the resettlement in the UK of the 20,000 Syrians it 
has already agreed to accept;

•	 Introduce a system of humanitarian visas to the UK, including via third countries; 

•	 Strengthen and implement adequate measures for family reunification; 

•	 Act on its responsibilities to relocate refugees already in the EU. 

Christian Aid is currently working in Greece and Serbia through ACT Alliance. Our 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/changethestory
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partners are providing essential humanitarian support such as beds, mattresses and 
hygiene kits, to refugees in Serbia and the Greek Islands, as well as legal protection 
services to unaccompanied children on the mainland in Athens, and housing support 
to some of the most vulnerable refugees. Christian Aid and our partners continue to 
provide support to refugees and displaced people in Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, South Sudan, 
and many other countries throughout the world.

For more information on the launch of Change the Story, and to take the campaign action, 
visit www.christianaid.org.uk/changethestory.

To arrange interviews with Loretta Minghella (Chief Executive) or Laura Taylor 
(Head of Advocacy) please contact Amy Merone on 07731 431 679 and amerone@
christian-aid.org. 24 hour press duty phone – 07850 242 950.   

Emma Nutbrown

Regional Media Coordinator

Christian Aid South West

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/changethestory
mailto:amerone@christian-aid.org
mailto:amerone@christian-aid.org
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Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at

Shaftesbury Town Hall
at 10.00am

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.
For details contact John 

Kitching Tel. 01747 852797

David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

Holistic and complementary Therapies
Private Tuition and Group classes, 

workshops and events
Yoga, Pilates, Tai chi, Qigong, 
Meditation and Mindfulness

Strengthen the body, calm the mind
Courses for all levels and abilities

Please contact Sally
07873 336662

mail@yogaindorset.com
www.thespaceshaftesbury.co.uk
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Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707

          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk
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ABRAHAM.COM
 
And, lo, it came to pass that the trader by the name of Abraham Com did take unto 
himself a young wife by the name of Dot. And Dot Com was a comely woman, broad 
of shoulder and long of leg. Indeed, she had been called Amazon Dot Com. And she 
said unto Abraham, her husband, ‘Why dost thou travel far from town to town with thy 
goods, when thou canst trade without ever leaving thy tent?’

And Abraham did look at her as though she were several saddle bags short of a camel 
load, but simply said,’How, dear?’ And Dot replied, ‘I will place drums in all the towns 
and drums in between to send messages saying what you have for sale and they will 
reply telling you which hath the best price. And the sale can be made on the drums and 
delivery by Uriah’s Pony Stable (UPS).’

Abraham thought long and decided he would let Dot have her way with the drums. 
And Dot said, ‘There will be a lot of banging in the land.’

And Abraham replied, ‘It is my most fervent wish that this be so.’ And the drums rang 
out and were an immediate success. Abraham sold all the goods he had, at the top 
price, without ever moving from his tent.

But his success did arouse envy. A man named Maccabia did secret himself inside 
Abraham’s drum and was accused of insider trading.

And the young did take to Dot Com’s trading as doth the greedy horsefly to camel 
dung. They were called Nomadic Ecclesiastical Rich Dominican Siderites, or NERDS for 
short.

And, lo, the land was so feverish with joy at the new riches and the deafening sound 
of drums, that no one noticed that the real riches were going to the drum maker, one 
Brother William of Gates, who bought up every drum company in the land. And indeed 
did insist on making drums that would only work if you bought Brother William’s 
drumsticks.

And Dot did say, ‘Oh, Abraham, what we have started is being taken over by others.’ And 
as Abraham looked out over the Bay of Ezekiel, or as it came to be known, ‘eBay,’ he said, 
‘We need a name of a service that reflects what we are.’ And Dot replied, ‘Generic Over-
achieving Operators on a Global Level Express.’

‘Whoopee!’ said Abraham

‘No, GOOGLE!’ said Dot Com
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COPY  DEADLINE FOR 
THE 

OCTOBER ISSUE OF KEY 
RING IS

FRIDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER
AT 5PM
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To advertise here contact the 
Team O�  ce on 01747 853060 
or e-mail o�  ce@stmin.org.uk

In your time of need we are here to take 
care of all your funeral 

requirements

Call us 24 hours a day

Newbury
Gillingham

Dorset
SP8 4QL

Tel:  01747 822494

Newell
Sherborne

Dorset
DT9 4EZ

Tel:  01935 813479

Dignity Caring Funeral Services
Pre Paid Funeral Plans available

Memorial Consultants
Floristry Advice

Funeral Stationery

Part of Dignity plc.  A British Company




