
October 2016

God our Maker doth provide
All our wants to be supplied

Come to God’s own temple come
Raise the song of harvest home.

The earth has yielded its increase; 
God, our God,  has blessed us.

Psalms 67: 6
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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@stmin.org.uk 

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                   01747 852193  simon@stmin.org.uk 
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@stmin.org.uk

Helen & Pam have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day of rest

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                    01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk 

Team administrator: Katy Ashman                                    01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 office@stmin.org.uk

Web site: http://stmin.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

The Team Office will be closed from 3rd to 7th October inc

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                      keyring@stmin.org.uk
                                                                                                      Tel. 01747 850821
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  Graham Dunlop                    01747 228581
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article
Dear Friends,

October brings with it our Harvest Festival Services across our Team of churches. This 
is time when we thank God for the food we have to eat and we pray for His blessing on 
our land and on the people who grow and rear our food. Harvest Festival is a time of 
great celebration – but it’s also a time when we should recognise the good fortune we 
have in living in a place and time where getting enough food is easy for most of us.

There are plenty of places around the world where that’s not the case, of course. 
Churches in this area of Dorset have a special link with churches in a part of South 
Sudan called Lui. South Sudan is the world’s newest country, formed in 2011. Ever since 
it gained independence from Sudan, South Sudan has faced difficulties. But despite 
this, just a couple of years ago it was possible for people from churches here and 
churches in Lui to visit one another. Unfortunately now it is just too dangerous. Many of 
the people in Lui have had to take refuge in Uganda or else flee into the bush. No one 
has been at home to plant the crops and so there is no harvest to celebrate. 

The visits that have taken place in the past mean we still have a personal connection 
to people in Lui. We pray for them, praying for peace and for the security that will allow 
people in Lui to return to their homes, to sow and to reap a harvest once again. We 
also take what practical action we can to offer support. The conflict makes it hard for 
our churches to support schools or hospitals financially at the moment, the situation 
isn’t stable enough. However, earlier this summer the Bishop of Salisbury asked the 
government to continue to support Sudan and South Sudan through the current crisis. 
In times like these, it’s important that places like South Sudan are not forgotten.

Thinking about South Sudan at Harvest reminds us not to take our food for granted. 
We are lucky that there are many much less worrying reminders not to take our food 
for granted in our local area. Living in and around Shaftesbury we see evidence of the 
work our farmers do to produce our food in the fields around us. We may not produce 
our own food, but many of us will know someone who works locally in farming or food 
production. Farming is a local business, not a remote, romanticised activity. We know 
when it is harvest because we meet a combine on the road or see the hay lorries going 
round Ivy Cross roundabout. 

These local contacts mean that when we hear reports of the pressures faced by farmers 
we’re hearing about issues in the lives of people around us – not faraway strangers, but 
people we know. Milk prices get the most attention in the news, but they are often just 
the tip of the iceberg. Harvest Festival is a good opportunity to say thank you to the 
people we know who work on the land and to think about whether there are practical 
actions we can take to support them.
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Remembering others in need, giving thanks for the people who produce our food and 
reminding ourselves that it is God we ultimately depend on for our food, that sums up 
Harvest Festival pretty well. As it says in the harvest hymn: “We plough the fields and 
scatter the good seed on the land, but it is fed and watered by God’s almighty hand.”

With every blessing,

Helen

Team News
Salisbury Diocese “Sudans Day”, Saturday 8th October 2016, Shaftesbury School

If you would like to know more about the current situation in South Sudan and Sudan, 
and about the links churches across the Diocese of Salisbury have with churches there, 
why not sign up for this year’s “Sudans Day”, which takes place at Shaftesbury School 
on Saturday 8th October 2016. Further information (including booking details) can be 
found on the Salisbury Diocese website: http://www.salisbury.anglican.org/mission/
the-sudan-link/sudan-study-day 

The Team Office will be closed from 3rd to 7th October inc.

http://www.salisbury.anglican.org/mission/the-sudan-link/sudan-study-day
http://www.salisbury.anglican.org/mission/the-sudan-link/sudan-study-day
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Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Shaftesbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707
          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk
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St Peter’s
Christmas shoe boxes (Operation Christmas Child)

The date for blessing and sending off our packed shoe boxes for children in deprived 
and war-torn areas of the world is likely to be 20th November. It is therefore time to 
start knitting and shopping for those small treats that give so much pleasure to their 
recipients. You may remember from last year, the account of 10-year-old Sophia who 
received a shoebox and said: 

“My mother died four years ago. I am living with my grandmother who doesn’t see and 
hear well. This year I underwent two serious surgeries of my legs so I can walk but I still 
have pain and I am still using a wheelchair. I was invited to go to the children’s party to 
receive a shoebox present. The weather was fine and my granny took me – it took us 
about an hour because the place was a bit distant. If I could jump because of the joy 
I felt when I received my present, I would have! There were so many beautiful things 
inside: bracelets, necklaces, pencils, sweets and many other things. I am thankful for 
this wonderful present to the people who sent it to me.”

As usual, for those who would rather give money, I will purchase items and pack a box 
on your behalf. Please, no clothes other than hats, gloves or scarves, nothing sharp, no 
liquids, nothing to do with war, only wrapped sweets (no chocolate) and no used items. 
Remember that you are also asked to make a shipping donation of £4. Guidelines are 
in the leaflets which are now available on a table under the tower in St Peter’s and if 
you are able to include a photo of yourself or a Christmas card with your own simple 
message, that would be great!

The small cream swing bin is again available for gifts and knitted items that I will pack 
into shoe boxes on your behalf.

 Elizabeth Selwood

Churches’ Rest Tent at Gillingham and Shaftesbury Show

A letter from the Show Secretary

“I’m so very pleased to hear that you had a busy day, it certainly was one of our best 
ever shows.

Please pass on our most grateful thanks to all of your team for offering rest and 
refreshment to the tired and weary, the hot and bothered and those who just wanted 
to sit and chat!!

The ‘service’ that you provide is very much appreciated by us as the event organisers 



8

and by those who visit your marquee.

Many thanks & best wishes

 Sam”

Mothers’ Union

Did you know that the Mothers’ Union has a 6-berth caravan on the coast at Durdle 
Door for families wanting a chance to get away and relax?  This could be just the place 
for that much-needed break from everyday pressures.  To find out more please contact 
Caravan Bookings on 07981 743627 or The Mothers’ Union Office on 01722 333402.   
Find Information about this and other Mothers’ Union activities posted in our corner at 
the back of the nave.

From the Registers

Baptism, 3 September:  Kieran Thomas Hall

October diary 

(Information correct at press date; please check on the team website, or with the team 
office, for any later changes.)

Sun 2nd October         Harvest lunch in St Peter’s Hall – check pew sheet for details

Wed 5th October       7.30pm          Healing Team Meeting at St Peters 
Sat 8th October          8.30am          Men’s breakfast 
Sat 8th October          7.30pm          Mill Singers Concert at St Peters 
Sat 15th October      10.30am          Doughnut time 
Sat 22nd October     11.00am          Visiting Bell ringers 
Tues 25th October     7.30pm          Sing and praise

Be careful - they are armed 
and very religious

Courtesy of “The Oldie”, Summer 2016
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St John’s, Enmore Green
Sunday 2nd  October – Harvest Thanksgiving 

Gifts of non-perishable foodstuffs for the Food Bank can be brought to the service or 
left at 15 The Knapp.

If you have produce, flowers or greenery with which we can decorate the church please 
bring it to 15 The Knapp or leave at the church.  Help with decorating the church on 
Friday/Saturday will be welcomed; ring Sue on 852851 or Elizabeth on 850654 for 
times. 

4.30pm Afternoon Tea in the Church

6.00pm Songs of Praise

All welcome for a home made tea and an opportunity to sing favourite hymns.

Wednesday 5 October – Coffee morning in the Church Hall
Bring and Buy plus home made cakes.  10am to 12noon.
Pop in whenever you can.

Saturday October 8th – Fair Trade Tea 
Friends Meeting House – Shaftesbury.    From 2.30pm.

Plant and produce Stall – Once again this has been very successful and we are very 
grateful to everyone who has contributed or bought plants and produce. It is quite a 
social gathering point and has raised £385 so far this year. Thank you all very much. 

Future dates for your diary

Wednesday 2nd November - Coffee Morning in the Church Hall

SEEING IS BELIEVING?

Sister Mary, who worked for a care agency, was out making her rounds visiting 
housebound patients when she ran out of petrol. She walked to a nearby garage to 
borrow a petrol can and buy some petrol. The attendant told her that the only petrol 
can he owned had been lent out, but she could wait until it was returned. Since 
the nun was on the way to see a patient, she decided not to wait and, looking for 
something in her car that she could fill with petrol, she spotted the bedpan she was 
taking to the patient. Always resourceful, she carried the bedpan to the garage, filled 
it with petrol, and carried the full bedpan back to her car. As she was pouring the 
petrol into her tank, two men watched from across the street. One of them turned to 
the other and said, “If it starts, I’m turning Catholic.”
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St Mary’s,  Motcombe
Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

To contact the Revd Pam Rink please phone 01747 590712 or email pam@stmin.org.uk 

Services for October:

Sunday 02 Oct  11.15am        Family Communion for Harvest

Sunday 09 Oct  9.30am       Parish Communion

Sunday 16 Oct  8.00am       BCP Holy Communion

                                                   9.30am        The Gathering

Sunday 23 Oct  9.30am      Parish Communion 

CATHEDRAL CHOIR COMING TO MOTCOMBE!

On Monday 7th November 2016 at 7.30pm, David Halls, Director of Music at Salisbury 
Cathedral, will bring his Choir of Boys and Men together with the Organ Scholar, to 
perform a concert of music from their vast repertoire. It is a privilege to welcome them 
to St. Mary’s, Motcombe, for what is bound to be a most memorable occasion. Now is 
the time to put it in your diary! Admission is free, but you are invited to give generously 
as you leave. All proceeds, after expenses, will go to St. Mary’s Church, Motcombe. 
Watch out for more details, and come early to get a seat!

Give Me A Break
An atheist was spending a quiet day fishing when suddenly his boat was attacked by 
the Loch Ness monster. In one easy flip, the beast tossed him and his boat high into 
the air. Then it opened its mouth to swallow both. 

As the man sailed head over heels, he cried out, ‘Oh, my God! Help me!’

At once, the ferocious attack scene froze in place, and as the atheist hung in mid-air, 
a booming voice came down from the clouds, ‘I thought you didn’t believe in Me!’

‘Come on God, give me a break!!’ the man pleaded. ‘Two minutes ago I didn’t believe 
in the Loch Ness monster either!’ 

mailto:pam@stmin.org.uk
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Fri, 10.00am to 1.00pm Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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J & T 
WINDOW CLEANING

Your local, traditional 
window cleaner.  

We are able to clean and clear 
out guttering

 We also undertake complete 
conservatory cleans

Please phone Jess and Tim
on 01747 590090/

07724 455128

5* Gold Award Updown Cottage
luxury self-catering on Gold Hill

Simon & Jane Colston          07710 307202
www.updowncottage.co.uk

J O S E P H  P E A C O C K
PA I N T E R  &  D E C O R AT O R

0 7 9 6 7  6 6 4 4 4 6

I N T E R I O R  *  E X T E R I O R  *  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S
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THANK GOODNESS SO MANY OF YOU CARE!
 
Last month’s Children’s Society Shaftesbury committee AGM revealed that for the last 
financial year we raised just over £5,881 to help vulnerable children in England.  Thanks 
to the generosity and, in many cases, involvement of local people, the Shaftesbury 
Committee has maintained its financial support since its formation in 1952.
 
The Shaftesbury Committee’s main fundraising events included the annual house-to- 
house collections and street collection in April.  A Tesco store collection on one day 
in July  raised the remarkable total of just under £400.  For these collections, over 30 
people gave an hour (or two) of their time to collect from generous locals who always 
give in such a friendly manner.  House collecting box schemes operate in several of our 
team churches, St Peter’s alone raising over £1,300 last year. This year’s ever-popular 
Quiz Night will take place in Motcombe Memorial Hall on Saturday 29 October and the 
now traditional Christingle Service will take place in St Peter’s on Sunday 4 December 
at 4.30pm.
 
The figures for children taken into care by UK local authorities are truly appalling: at 
the end of March 2015 there were a record 69,540 children in care.  In the period April 
– June this year the total was up by 21% on the same period last year (for June alone, 
1,265 children), another depressing record high.

The Children’s Society trains counsellors to mediate within families to try to prevent 
family break–up.  Its work also includes support for young girls vulnerable to grooming 
and respite for children caring for sick parents.
 
More information is available on the Children’s Society website: www.childrenssociety.
org.uk  or you can talk to one of the committee members:  Elaine Barratt, Karen 
Dickson, Pam Grosvenor, Audrey Hooper (St Mary’s Motcombe), Chris and Jenny Jones, 
John Parker, Rosemary Saxey ( St James), Keith and Thelma West, Ros Wetherilt.
 
Please continue to support this long established and well run children’s charity which 
is needed more than ever.  To our supporters, thank you for your continuing support 
which is very much appreciated.
 
Chris Jones (01747 850791)

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk
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St Peter’s St James’ St John’s
Enmore Green

St Mary’s
Motcombe

2nd October

Harvest Festival
9.30am
Harvest 

Family Service

9.30am
HC CW1

4.30pm 
Harvest Tea

6pm
Songs of Praise

11.15am
Family 

Communion

9th October

Trinity 20

8am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC BCP

6pm
Pilgrim Service

11.15am
HC CW1

9.30am
HC CW1

16th October

St Luke

9.30am
HC with prayer 
for healing and 

wholeness

9.30am
HC CW1

11.15am
HC CW1

8am
HC BCP

9.30am
The Gathering

23rd October

Bible Sunday

9.30am
HC CW1

8am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

11.15am
Family Service

9.30am
HC CW1

30th October

All Saints

10am  Team Service 
St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas

Weekday Morning Prayer Services

St Peter’s   8.30am  Monday - Friday
St James’   9am        Tuesday - Friday
St Mary’s, Motcombe  8.30am   Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday
St Mary’s, Compton Abbas      9am         Wednesday
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St Mary’s
Compton

Abbas

St Thomas’
Melbury

Abbas

St Margaret’s
Margaret

Marsh

St Thomas’
East Orchard

St Luke’s
West Orchard

2nd October

Harvest
Festival

8am
HC BCP

9.30am
HC CW1

6.30pm
Joint 

Evensong

6.30pm
Joint 

Evensong
Margaret

Marsh

6.30pm
Joint 

Evensong
Margaret

Marsh

9th October

Trinity 20

11.15am
HC CW1
(at West 
Orchard)

11.15am
HC CW1

16th October

St Luke

11.15am
HC CW1
Harvest
Festival

11.15am
HC CW1

11.15am
Matins

23rd October

Bible Sunday

11.15am
Matins

11.15am
Matins

30th October

All Saints
10am  Team Service 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas

Midweek Communion Services

St Peter’s   10.30am  Wednesday
St James’   7pm          Thursday
St Mary’s, Motcombe               10am         Thursday
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WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
                                                                                                                                                     Est 1972

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO ALL TYPES OF WASHING MACHINES 
AND TWIN TUBS

OAP DISCOUNTS – 24 HOUR SERVICE – SET LABOUR FEE
NEW MACHINES AVAILABLE

PREMIER ELECTRICS – 0800 592107

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard. SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have 
enough room to put them up?

Rates - £35 per head per night B&B reduced to £30 for associates 
of locals and members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin bedded room, all en-suite.
Living room with a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV 

and have breakfast.
Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365
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Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at

Shaftesbury Town Hall
at 10.00am

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.
For details contact Keith Aylen

Tel. 01747 851018

David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Salisbury Road
Shaft esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

Holistic and complementary Therapies
Private Tuition and Group classes, 

workshops and events
Yoga, Pilates, Tai chi, Qigong, 
Meditation and Mindfulness

Strengthen the body, calm the mind
Courses for all levels and abilities

Please contact Sally
07873 336662

mail@yogaindorset.com
www.thespaceshaftesbury.co.uk
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St James’ Church
Fundraising Concert 

‘Church & Community Together’

On a balmy evening, Saturday 13th August, a fundraising concert was held in the 
church, given by three multi-talented, versatile musicians:  Anne-Louise Richards, Sam 
Skey and David Grierson.  At the outset Anne recounted how, at the age of five, she had 
begun singing in a newly-formed church choir. This, having set her on a path to singing, 
she now felt it was time, together with her fellow musicians to ‘try and give something 
back’. This they most certainly did.

Through use of solo voice, mandolins and keyboard the variety of sound and range 
of programme always kept one’s ear alert. Two concertos for mandolin, arias from 
Dixit Dominus (Handel), Don Giovanni (Mozart), solo traditional songs, My Lagan 
Love and Three Ravens, a humorous, outrageous drinking song – itself preceded by a 
prayer – ‘The Satisfaction’, gives but a brief glimpse of this musical offering, performed 
throughout with excellent balance between voice and instrument.

The title of the concert, ‘Church & Community Together’ was enacted in the final 
song when soloists and the audience of fifty sang ‘Thousands or More’.  Audience 
participation as to the pitch and words were most ably directed by Anne-Louise and 
Sam.  Versatility, skill and true musicianship combined to give a wonderful evening’s 
entertainment.       

Chris Mahon

‘Ride & Stride’ on 10th September

Came the day, came the rain…..  This did not deter your intrepid St James’ Pilgrims, as 
part of this Dorset Historic Churches annual event, from setting forth on their journey 
walking from Blandford Forum along the Stour Valley to Child Okeford.  We visited 
four churches in Blandford before crossing the Stour and up along the leafy lane to 
Bryanston Church and then through the glorious school grounds to Durweston and to 
Stourpaine.

     The splendid White Horse Inn provided  rest and sustenance, giving added vigour 
to reach Shillingstone. The rain by now had eased.  After the church, we viewed the 
Railway Station which has been renovated by enthusiasts so that is has become, 
with its cafe, a popular attraction for visitors. We then continued along the Trailway, 
back across the Stour and field to reach our ‘Jerusalem’, Child Okeford.  We had hardly 
touched a road on our journey.

     The churches were very welcoming.  We had several chats with Stewards on ‘how 
things were’ with their church - sadly, without exception, it was not good.



20

We visited nine churches and have raised about £300.  A.C.

The Labyrinth for September is now in place and is themed “Gratitude for our 
Countryside”. 

Dates for your Diary

Harvest Festival Service.  9.30am. on Sunday 2nd October.

Pilgrim Service at 6pm on Sunday 9th October  

Thursday 27 October

Horse Racing Evening at The Coppleridge, Motcombe

7.00pm for 7.30pm. 

A simple one course supper will be served at 7.30pm.  Seating is on tables for 10 people 
and you can book a whole table; reserve as many seats as is right for you or come on 
your own and join a group.  Tickets are £12.50 per person, available from Farnfields 
Solicitors, 4 Church Lane, Shaftesbury or by contacting Guy Lowton on 01747 854244.
All proceeds for the Friends of St. James. 

Saturday 12th November ‘Home-grown Hotpot & Performance’

6.45 for 7.00pm.  A hot meal followed by in-house ‘bit of a do’ type evening.  £7 a head.  
Get thinking of material and those hiding talents behind bushels. (Please contact 
Philippa if you would like to take part in the entertainment).

Friday 18th November  Jazz at St James. 7.30pm start. Enjoy gentle jazz with Mike 
Botterill on Guitar, Kate Botterill on flute and Quantum of Swing. £8 to include glass of 
wine or soft drink and nibbles.  Tickets available from Vivienne Rudd (851619) or Jeanne 
Loader (854980).  Proceeds to ‘Church & Community’ Fund’ for the refurbishment of the 
church.

Sunday 20th November at 3.30pm – Choral Evensong in St James led by choir QPM.

Saturday 26th November – Christmas Fair at the Town Hall...it’ll be on us before we 
know it!  Offers of help and ideas for stalls to Sue Ballett please.  Please look out any 
unwanted board games in good condition for Jenny Webb’s stall. 

Sunday 27th November - Advent 1.  Short themed concert followed by Afternoon Tea 
in St James’ Church.

Thursday 22nd December – Carols by Candlelight at 7pm.

Next Year  150 Year Anniversary   We hope to make a big thing of this anniversary of 
the Dedication of St James Church in August 2017 with a Bishop (or two), lovely music, 
and a celebratory buffet/tea according to time of day. Any ideas for the preparation of 
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this once Simon has agreed a date would be appreciated.

Summer 2017 Fundraiser  We need to put thinking caps on now for the main summer 
fundraiser for 2017 in the hope we may see work commencing on the interior towards 
the end of the year. Long way to go but nothing is achieved unless it is suitably planned 
– ideas always welcomed even if they seem quite bizarre!

From the Registers

Marriage

Saturday 27th August - Ian Richardson and Flora Tolfree 

Baptisms

Sunday 28th August - Riley James Lever 

Sunday 18th September - Jaxon Logan Andrews 

Burial of Ashes

Saturday 17th September -  Rudolph (John) Northam

St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

St Thomas’s Church Preservation Society

The Committee has decided hold a Spring Sale in the Town Hall in Shaftesbury next 
May.  It seems a long way off, but there will be a plant stall (amongst others) and when 
you are gardening, now is the time to pot up those perennials you are splitting and 
discarding.  Hopefully by next spring they will be ready to sell on.  More details will 
follow.

Clerk of Works News.  

The extension to the ashes plot has been completed. 

Dates for your diaries: 

1st October at 10 am - Decoration of the church for Harvest Festival

2nd October at 9.30 am - Harvest Festival 

Simon Pomeroy, Chairman of Dorset Historic Churches Trust is coming to speak to us 
about the work of the Trust.  At this service, Smartie pots will be distributed for return at 
Christmas filled with coins for our chosen charities.
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5th October - PCC Meeting

9th October - No Service in St Thomas’s

16th October – 11.15am  Parish Communion 

23rd October – 11.15am Matins 

30 October – 10am - Team Service in St Thomas’s 

13th November at 10.45 – Remembrance Day Service 

3rd December Christmas Coffee Morning 10.30 – 12 noon

Bob and Sue Breach have again kindly offered to host the Christmas Coffee Morning 
in their house.   Any homemade Christmas themed food or gifts will be gratefully 
appreciated.  There will be a Bric a Brac Stall, Raffle, Homemade cakes and pies. A 
perfect opportunity to stock up for Christmas. 

Pam Deeker 

It was with a deep sense of loss on Sunday 28th August that we heard that Pam had 
died earlier that morning.   

She and her husband John, who died some years ago, were regular and devout 
worshippers at St. Thomas’s when they lived in this village. John was the Treasurer of 
the PCC and Pam served for a time on The Church Preservation Society. 

After they moved, Pam continued to attend services here, when possible.  She was 
a person of distinction in many ways: a pianist, very knowledgeable about pictures 
and drawings, a gardener and widely travelled across the globe; witty, she responded 
enthusiastically to other people’s jokes. 

Most recently she endured her terminal cancer with great courage and also with an 
amazing sense of humour. 

To say that we shall miss her is true, but it only hints at a much deeper reality of our and 
her family’s loss.  To them we extend our deepest sympathy.
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FOOT CARE-CLINIC
At EDWARDS FARM

FOYLE HILL
Alternate Tuesdays in the 

month
Jenny Franks SRN

20 years experience CRB checked
Tel: 01747 853162

For appointments

 

SHAFTESBURY TOWN TWINNING

ASSOCIATION

Annual Exchanges with Brionne 
(France) and Lindlar (Germany).

Further informati on -

Clare Huxley, Associati on Chair

01747 855790 or

www.shaft esburytwinning.org.uk
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01747 229249         07415 890038

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Budgens Car Park, Shaftesbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff@tiscali.co.uk

Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466
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St Mary’s, Compton Abbas
Services in October

Sunday   2nd October                   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 16th October                11.15 am Holy Communion and Harvest Festival 
Wednesdays            9.00 am Morning Prayer

Harvest Festival

On 16th October, we shall be celebrating harvest in Compton – in two different ways.  
First we are holding our Harvest Festival in church, giving thanks for the work of 
farmers and the food they produce.  The service will start at 11.15 am.

Following the Harvest Festival, the Social Club is organising a celebration of Apple Day 
in Fanner’s Field.  There will be apple-themed games and food and an opportunity to 
bring your own apples and turn them into juice, free of charge.  Juicing takes a bit of 
muscle, but the resulting apple juice is delicious and can be frozen.   But remember to 
bring something to hold the juice!

If the weather is bad, Apple Day will still go ahead, but it will be held in the Church Hall 
instead of Fanner’s Field.

Parish Map

The parish map is taking shape, slowly but surely.  The individual pictures are all done 
and the process of putting them together has begun.  It won’t be possible to include 
absolutely everything suggested by those who filled in the original questionnaire, 
but most things will be there, thanks to the people who have spent the last year or so 
drawing and colouring them.

When the map is complete, there will be a village coffee morning so that people can 
see it.  We are hoping that the original map will be hung in the Church Hall and that 
prints will be available for people to buy, in aid of the village.  We are also considering 
producing other things, like postcards and tea towels, if that is practicable.

Look out for more news in  Key Ring and on the village noticeboards.

Church Hall Improvements

During October, the toilets in the Church Hall will be redecorated and curtain 
poles will be installed in the main hall.  Our next objective is to provide hot water 
to the washbasins and the Church Hall Committee is looking at ways in which this 
can be done.  Because the Hall is an old, listed building working out how to make 
improvements is challenging - but worthwhile.   
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh
The Villages Country Show

What a wonderful day.  We are pleased to say that we raised a total of £13,197.00 
Special thanks to all those who helped in any way, too many to mention. The money 
has been divided as follows: Forest Holme Hospice £6,600. 00   Fortuneswell Cancer 
Trust £3,280.00 and the share to our parishes was £3,317.00

The Golf Day on 10th August was a great success and raised a total of £1,491.00.  Each 
parish received £558 and Colin Foot’s charities received £375.John Stranger organised 
the golf players and sponsors and Annie Barnes co-ordinated the supper arrangements 
in the evening which was attended by over 60 people, who enjoyed a delicious two 
course meal.  Special thanks to John, Annie and everyone who played, sponsored the 
golf, gave raffle prizes or donated food for the evening.  

Tea and Chat

Our next Tea and Chat will be held on Wednesday 19 October from 2.30 to 3.30pm at 
the home of Ray and Annie Barnes, Hollybank, East Orchard.  Thank you to Mel and 
Trudy for being our hosts in September.

Dorset Historic Churches Ride and Stride

Well done to everyone who took part including Alan and Jean Outram from Margaret 
Marsh who raised money for their church.

The Orchards

Don’t forget our jumble collection which is on 9 November.  The bags will be available 
in October although black bin liners can be used.  We would like men’s, ladies and 
children’s clothing.  Paired shoes (tied together or with and elastic band around) 
handbags, ties, belts, soft toys and costume jewellery.  Everything must be in good 
condition.  If possible can you deliver the bags to Annie Barnes or ring her on 01747 
811333?

SERVICES

Margaret Marsh

The Joint Harvest Service will be at Margaret Marsh on Sunday 2 October at 6.30pm.  
Donations of produce and flowers would be appreciated.  There will be an auction of 
goods followed by drinks and light refreshments

West Orchard

The joint Remembrance Sunday Service will be held at West Orchard on Sunday 13 
November at 10.50am.
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COPY  DEADLINE FOR 
THE 

NOVEMBER ISSUE OF KEY 
RING IS

FRIDAY 14TH OCTOBER
AT 5PM
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To advertise here contact the 
Team Offi  ce on 01747 853060 
or e-mail offi  ce@stmin.org.uk

In your time of need we are here to take 
care of all your funeral 

requirements

Call us 24 hours a day

Newbury
Gillingham

Dorset
SP8 4QL

Tel:  01747 822494

Newell
Sherborne

Dorset
DT9 4EZ

Tel:  01935 813479

Dignity Caring Funeral Services
Pre Paid Funeral Plans available

Memorial Consultants
Floristry Advice

Funeral Stationery

Part of Dignity plc.  A British Company



For the beauty of the earth,
for the glory of the skies,

for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies.

Christ, our Lord, to thee we raise
this, our hymn of grateful praise.


