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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@stmin.org.uk 

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                   01747 852193  simon@stmin.org.uk 
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@stmin.org.uk

Helen & Pam have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day of rest

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                    01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk 

Team administrator: Katy Ashman                                    01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 

office@stmin.org.uk
Web site: http://stmin.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Team Office will be closed Monday 13th March to Friday 17th March inclusive

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                      keyring@stmin.org.uk
                                                                                                      Tel. 01747 850821
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  Graham Dunlop                    01747 228581
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

“YIPPEE..!

It’s Lent - we’ve got six weeks of prayer and fasting!  Not a cry we hear very often.
We know that Queen Victoria was not amused at the prospect of Lent.  When in 1863, 
Archbishop Longley pointed out to Her Majesty that the Prince of Wales was to be 
married in the penitential season of Lent, she replied, “In my young days there was no 
Lent!”
For many, the idea of “doing without” during Lent features strongly.   But is that really 
what Lent is for?  An antidote to over-indulgence?  A spiritual detox?  What is it that we 
really hope for?
Lent presents us with an opportunity to ask ourselves if everything is ‘fine and dandy’ 
in the way we live our lives – a chance to take stock, to reassess our priorities and allow 
God to challenge us.
Jesus calls us to love God with all of our being and our neighbours as ourselves.   Just 
how successful are we at living out this commandment day by day?
We face ethical choices daily and make decisions sometimes without much thought for 
the consequences.  So, how might our journey through Lent show our love for God and 
be a blessing to others? 
For me, the answer came in the shape of a document produced by the Children’s 
Society entitled “From fear to safety”.   The report focuses on a response of both 
churches and individual Christians to the plight of refugees and asylum seekers.  So 
far we have but a handful in the UK but we’re all aware of great numbers of men, 
women and children risking their lives on overcrowded boats with the real possibility 
of drowning.  Their experience of life is in stark contrast with ours here in the peace and 
calm of Shaftesbury - theirs in traumatic and terrifying surroundings.
In today’s troubled world it’s increasingly difficult to be shocked by statistics.  Here 
is one that does shock me.  According to the Independent newspaper (3rd May 2016), 
approximately 90,000 unaccompanied children sought asylum in mainland Europe in 
2015. 
Many years ago, it was my job to make travel arrangements for ‘unaccompanied minors’ 
who, during school holidays flew to parents living and working overseas.  It was crucial 
that at each stage of the journey the whereabouts of each child was known.  What a 
contrast to the experience of 90,000 frightened and vulnerable children.

How can we respond to God’s call, spoken through Micah (chapter 6:8).   “And what does 
the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God”.   
What form might that take?  Don’t all the answers lie with the authorities?  
The Bishop of Dover, Trevor Wilmott, is a contributor to the Children’s Society report 
and writes, “Responding to a question from the Pharisees about when the 
Kingdom of God will come, Jesus said, ‘the Kingdom of God is not coming with things that 
can be observed; nor will they say ‘Here it is!’ or ‘There it is!’  For, in fact, the kingdom of God 
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is among you”.   (Luke 17:20b-21).  The Bishop adds, ‘this doesn’t offer a way out but rather, 
we are called to make the Kingdom happen.  And what is the Kingdom of God?  It is 
where all are welcomed in Christ’s name.  It is where God’s love, justice and mercy meet’.
A starting point is to acknowledge our identity and responsibility as the body of Christ 
– to think, to pray, to listen, to care, to work together.
Mo Baldwin of the Children’s Society writes, “We can start out hopeful and drift into the 
overwhelming feeling that I am so small and insignificant that I can do nothing and 
make little difference, so why bother?  That is where the Church comes in.  I can do my 
small thing, and you can do your small thing, and if we all do a small thing, together we 
can do a huge thing”.
Jesus said to the crowds, “I am the light of the world”.  To the disciples, and to us, he 
says, “You are a light of the world”.  Our light is his light, not meant, I suggest, as a 
compliment, but a commission to all his followers.

      Jeremy Mais

Team Retreat News

This year’s Team Retreat will be led by Revd Canon Jane Charman, Diocesan Director of 
Ministry.  The Retreat will be at Abbey House, Glastonbury, from 22nd to 24th September 
and bookings will begin shortly.
Our Retreat is always popular, but I know some people hesitate about coming because 
they’re not sure exactly what it is, or what’s involved.  So we hope to hold a supper in 
the spring, for anyone who would like to know more.  If you would be interested in 
coming to the supper, look out for more information in future issues of Key Ring, or get 
in touch with me.  I’ll be happy to tell you more. 
                                                           
Gillian Cross (01747 811263 
gillian@gilliancross.co.uk) 
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TEAM NEWS

Team Service

The attendance at the Team service at St Peter’s on Sunday 1st February was 166 
people. The collection was in aid of the Children’s Society and amounted to £456.42 
of which £268.90 was gift aided.  So after adding £67.23 tax recoverable a cheque for 
£523.65 was presented to the local branch chairman Chris Jones.

David Hunt
Team Treasurer

On behalf of The Children’s Society, members of the Society’s Shaftesbury Committee 
thank all of you who gave so generously to help vulnerable children and teenagers.  

Many thanks
Chris

 
Healing - on -  the  - Streets
 
Staring on the Easter weekend (Saturday April 5th ) the Healing- on- the -Streets team 
will be available outside the Town Hall in Shaftesbury, from 10.30 am to 12 noon on the 
first and third Saturdays in  the summer months.
 
Healing-on-the-Streets, Shaftesbury is a partnership between St Peter’s Church and The 
Father’s House.  It is a free, unconditional gift offered in the name of Jesus.
 
If you would like to know more, do please talk to any of the team members and do 
please remember this project in your prayers.
 
Patrick Riley
01747 853088
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Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707

          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk

Situated in Shaftesbury our homes have been providing the highest
quality care for 28 years.  We warmly welcome residents at all levels of

dependency and our dedicated team provide for detailed individual needs.

If you would like to visit us, please call on

01747 854699 (Castle Hill) 01747 852860 (Cedars)

Email:  admin@cedarscastlehill.co.uk
   Web:  www.cedarscastlehill.co.uk
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Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at

Shaftesbury Town Hall
at 10.00am

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.
For details contact Keith Aylen

Tel. 01747 851018

David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

Holistic and complementary Therapies
Private Tuition and Group classes, 

workshops and events
Yoga, Pilates, Tai chi, Qigong, 
Meditation and Mindfulness

Strengthen the body, calm the mind
Courses for all levels and abilities

Please contact Sally
07873 336662

mail@yogaindorset.com
www.thespaceshaftesbury.co.uk
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Fairtrade Fortnight:  February 27th to 12th March

Shaftesbury Fairtrade Group invite you to come to Africa and take the opportunity to 
buy some exotic Fairtrade goods, while enjoying a cup of Fairtrade tea or coffee and 
Fairtrade biscuits or cake.

Saturday 11th March
2.30pm - 4.30pm
Quaker Meeting House, Abbey Walk, Shaftesbury

Those of you who have supported us before will be pleased to know we plan to have 
as many fairly traded craft stalls as we can as well as Arthur’s famous Fairtrade food 
(mainly)  stall.

Arthur Simmonds, Chairman of the Fairtrade Group says:

“Come to Africa at the Quaker Meeting House on Saturday 11th March between 2.30 
and 4.30pm where in addition to our usual Fairtrade Tea, there will be lots of African 
Crafts for sale”.  We understand that as well as crafts from Rwanda there will be baskets 
from Ghana and beads from Uganda.

www.shaftesburyfairtrade.org.uk

CHRISTIAN AID LENT LUNCHES  2017  

In the dark and rather dismal days following Christmas and the New Year, it is good 
to look forward to the spring, Easter……and our series of six Lent Lunches. The first 
one is on Friday March 3rd  and as usual, they continue for the following five Fridays.  
The venue, as always, is Shaftesbury Town Hall and we open the doors at noon.  If you 
have been before, you will know that these lunches are an ideal opportunity to meet 
and break bread together whilst enjoying some excellent home-made soup.  If you 
haven’t been before, why not come along and see for yourself.  All are welcome and the 
voluntary donations are a vital contribution to the work that Christian Aid is doing all 
over the world.  We have all been saddened and moved by the plight of  people made 
homeless as a result of war, acts of terrorism and, of course, natural disasters, and the 
aid agencies have been stretched to capacity in their efforts to provide relief, shelter 
and medical supplies. Who knows what this year will bring?  We continue to pray for 
peace and justice and that there will be fewer natural disasters to cause hardship and 
sickness, but the aid agencies need to be prepared for these as well as continuing their 
education and development programmes.  Your contributions - no matter whether 
large or small – are desperately needed and greatly appreciated.

                 
SB
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St James’ Church

Christian Aid   
On Friday 3rd February, Shaftesbury was privileged to be visited by Foteini Koutsothe-
odorou, who coordinated the humanitarian response to refugees on the Greek island of 
Samos.  It was a meeting that had to be arranged at the last moment by Christian Aid, 
as it was found that Foteini, who is visiting the West Country, had a gap in her diary that 
day. In such circumstances, it was remarkable that 40 people turned out on a very wet, 
cold February morning to hear the presentation. It was even more remarkable that over 
£1,200 was donated in the retiring collection.
     We were given some startling, and very humbling, statistics:  Poor countries shelter 
the vast majority of the world’s refugees. 86% live in developing countries. Britain is 
host to less than 1% of the world’s refugees. Lebanon, with a population of under 6 mil-
lion, is hosting over 1 million refugees.
     Fiona, Christian Aid’s new representative for Dorset, assisted Foteini in her presenta-
tion. After 45 minutes in the main body of Bell Street United Church, we adjourned to 
another room to eat our sandwiches and ask questions. The steady flow and the quality 
of questions showed very clearly how much the presentation had been appreciated 
and how important the issues raised were to those of us who were there. It was an in-
spiring preparation for Christian Aid Week, and will give new energy to those who take 
part in, and who donate through, the house-to-house collection.

     Christian Aid week this year is from 15th to 21st May. 

 
Pilgrim Service  
On Sunday 12th February the theme was ‘Search and Rescue’.  The Emergency Services 
regard Easter as the start of the ‘Silly Season’, when the Great British Public seems to 
spend its time falling off things, getting washed out to sea, or cut off by the tide - all 
because they have underestimated the behaviour of Nature.
     In life, not only do we face physical risks, but also mental ones – maybe brought on 
by stress, overwork or force of circumstance; there are people here too, who are trained 
to cope with such traumas, and still others who risk their own lives to help us – all part 
of our Search and Rescue team! Thank God for them!  It is comforting to know that 
such people are there to help us when we need them most. They put us in mind of that 
greatest Search & Rescue Shepherd of them all! 
     The next Pilgrim Service is on Sunday 12th March at 6.00pm. Do come and experi-
ence this more informal style of worship and join us for fellowship and refreshments 
afterwards.

Dates for Your Diary
Friday 3rd March  Lent Lunch  St James’ Church is hosting the first Lent Lunch at the 

Town Hall. Many thanks to all those who have volunteered to make soup or to help
on the day.
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Saturday 11th March at Shaftesbury Town Hall – St James’ Annual Sudan Sale - Remind-
er! 

This year sees the tenth of our sales in aid of our link diocese in Sudan. They started out 
as ‘recycling’ sales, the idea being that we could de-clutter and give our surplus ‘stuff’ 
to be sold. In this way everyone would benefit: we would have less cluttered houses 
and the people of South Sudan would have funds to provide much needed medical 
aid. Over the years we have raised over £20,000 and in the last couple of years we have 
added the word ‘Vintage’ to the sale title, reflecting increasing (and profitable) interest 
in decorative items from the 1960’s and 70’s.
We would like to make our 10th sale a bumper one so, if you have anything that we can 
sell then please get in touch. We are interested in almost anything, decorative items, 
china, glass, pictures, jewellery and vintage clothes but cannot take larger furniture. We 
also collect tools both manual and electric, old sewing machines and manual typewrit-
ers which are refurbished through Ringwood Tool Aid and sent to developing countries. 
If you are having to clear a relative’s house or are downsizing then let us know - we may 
we able to help. 
If you have anything for us, then please contact Julian Richards (Email julian@archae-
media.co.uk or Tel 01747 851531). We can arrange to collect but please do not bring 
items to the Town Hall on the morning of the sale. It causes chaos!  

Thursday 16th March at 7.30pm 
Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity to hear Bishop Nicholas giving a talk at St James’ 
Church on his book titled “The Art of Worship” describing pictures hanging in The 
National Gallery, London, which have a religious theme. The talk will be followed by 
refreshments. There will be a retiring collection for our Church & Community Fund.

Sunday 19th March at 3.00 pm at St Mary’s Church, Motcombe:  What Makes a Vicar?
Pam Rink is giving the second of these talks, with an opportunity to hear about her 
work in the Pilsdon Community. 
     This relaxed afternoon slot will hopefully help those of us in the pews understand 
that ‘calling’ can come at any time, not always conveniently, and incline us to areas we 
hadn’t had on our ‘life-plan’ agenda.
     This is a chance to get to know each of our clergy in post better, will help us as a 
Team and hopefully bring the rural church community into our midst, as well being of 
interest to the immediate community.    
     This session will be last for no more than three quarters of an hour followed by a 
10-minute Q&A - followed by tea.
     For further information please contact Philippa Forrest (St James’) Tel 812365 or 
Email philippacf@gmail.com

Sunday 7th May  APCM of St James with St John’s.
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Saturday and Sunday 10th/11th June 2.30pm to 4.30pm – Garden Open with Cream 
Teas at Philippa and Nick Forrest’s, Oaklands, East Orchard.

Sunday 23rd July – Bishop Nicholas will be joining us to celebrate the 150th Anniver-
sary of St James’ Church. Watch this space!

Saturday 25th November 2017 - Christmas Fair at the Town Hall.

MORE OR LESS

See how many of these questions you can answer - without resorting to Google!  
Answers on page 29.

1. How many countries with names of four letters also have capital cities with 4-   
                 letter names?

One mark for the correct number and one each for every country and its capital you 
can name.

2. How many Queens have ruled England in their own right i.e. not as the    
                 wife of a King?

One mark for the correct number and one each for every Queen you can name.

3. How many US States have names beginning with N?

One mark for the correct number and one each for every State you can name.

4. How many Noble Gases are there?

One mark for the correct number and one each for every Noble Gas you can name.
      
5. How many Labour Prime Ministers have there been?

One mark for the correct number and one each for every Labour Prime Minister you 
can name.

6. How many American Presidents have been assassinated?

 One mark for the correct number and one each for every assassinated  
            President you can name.
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01747 229249         07415 890038
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WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
                                                                                                                                                     Est 1972

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO ALL TYPES OF WASHING MACHINES 
AND TWIN TUBS

OAP DISCOUNTS – 24 HOUR SERVICE – SET LABOUR FEE
NEW MACHINES AVAILABLE

PREMIER ELECTRICS – 0800 592107

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard. SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have 
enough room to put them up?

Rates - £35 per head per night B&B reduced to £30 for associates 
of locals and members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin bedded room, all en-suite.
Living room with a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV 

and have breakfast.
Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365
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St Peter’s

St Peter’s Annual Parish Meeting and APCM
The Parish Meeting to elect the Church Wardens and the Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting (APCM) will take place immediately after the 9.30am Parish Communion 
Service on Sunday 19th March. All lay people on the electoral roll and those living in the 
parish are entitled to attend and take part in proceedings of the Annual Parish Meeting, 
but only lay people on the electoral roll are entitled to remain for the APCM. The main 
purposes of the APCM are:

1 for church members to receive reports from the PCC on changes in the 
electoral roll, the activities of the PCC and of the parish, a financial report, a 
report on the fabric and goods of the church and a report on the deanery 
synod and be free to discuss them. 

2 To elect Representatives to the deanery synod, elect PCC members, appoint 
sidesmen and appoint an independent examiner.

Copies of the Annual Report of the PCC for January – December 2016 will be available 
in the church during March for church members to read before the meeting.

Special collections

The attendance at the Team service at St Peter’s on Sunday 1st February was 166 
people.  The collection was in aid of the Children’s Society and amounted to £456.42.  
With the addition of tax recovered from donations made under Gift Aid, a cheque for 
£523.65 was presented to the local branch chairman Chris Jones.

At the Thanksgiving Service held on November 25 for Rachel Caldwell, a collection was 
taken for the Friends of St Peter’s.  In January, the Friends were approached for support 
for essential repairs to our bells.  This work was budgeted at £492, and the Friends were 
delighted to be able to fund this work from the collection taken in memory of Rachel.

Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes

If you are following the 10-month plan to fill a shoe box for a child in need, in March we 
will be concentrating on making music. The possibilities here are fairly wide.  Bargains 
sell harmonicas, recorders, kazoos, pan pipes and toy xylophones, or you may come 
across something else which will make musical sounds. When you have made your 
purchase, pop it in your shoe box  if you are intending to make up your own box, or 
bring it into St Peter’s and place it in the small swing bin in the tower area.
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From the registers

Thanksgiving Service: John Churcher, 25 January

From the March Diary (as at press time; please check weekly pew sheets or with 
Team Office for later updates)

Sat 4th March       7.30pm      Concert by the Mill Singers
Sat 18th March  10.30am       Doughnut Time
Sun 19th March 11.00am       St Peter’s Annual Meeting – see above
Mon 20th March  7.00pm      Concert by Port Regis School Choir
Tues 28th March  7.00pm      Sing & Praise

The Atheist and the Bear

An atheist was taking a walk through the woods. ‘What majestic trees! What powerful 
rivers! What beautiful animals!’, he said to himself. 
As he continued walking alongside the river he heard a rustling in the bushes. Turning 
to look, he saw a 7 foot grizzly charging towards him. 
He ran as fast as he could up the path. Looking over his shoulder he saw that the bear 
was closing in on him. His heart was pumping frantically and he tried to run even faster. 
He tripped and fell on the ground. He rolled over to pick himself up but saw the bear 
raising his paw to take a swipe at him.
At that instant the atheist cried out: ‘Oh my God!...’ 
Time stopped.
The bear froze.
The forest was silent.
It was then that a bright light shone upon the man and a voice came out of the sky 
saying:
‘You deny my existence for all of these years, teach others I don’t exist and even credit 
creation to a cosmic accident.  Do you expect me to help you out of this predicament? 
Am I to count you as a believer?’ 
The atheist looked directly into the light.
‘It would be hypocritical of me suddenly to ask you to treat me as a Christian now, but 
perhaps, could you make the BEAR a Christian?’ 

‘Very well, ‘said the voice. The light went out, and the sounds of the forest resumed.
And then the bear lowered his paw, bowed his head and spoke:   ‘Lord, bless this food 
which I am about to receive and for which I am truly thankful, Amen.’ 
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

Messy Church Sixth Birthday

Over 50 children and adults gathered on January 22nd to celebrate the 6th birthday 
of Motcombe Messy Church, looking at the story of Eli and Samuel while being 
challenged about whether we were ‘Listening to God’.   We transformed plastic bottles 
into a  ‘to and fro’ game, made megaphones, fabric painted a handkerchief, decorated 
biscuits and talked about super heros.   Our Worship Celebration was taken by Barrie 
who used illusions and tricks to share God’s message of love and care.  We then 
enjoyed a delicious birthday tea before taking our crafts home to share with family and 
friends.  Our next Messy Church is on March 12th so please join us for more Messy fun.  
Everyone is welcome from across the Team.

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

will be held on Sunday 2nd April immediately following the 9.30am service.  This is 
the annual meeting of the parish to which all those on the Church Electoral Roll are 
invited. A report on the proceedings of the Parochial Church Council and the activities 
of the parish generally will be presented as well as the financial statements for the 
year ending on the 31st December. If you’re not sure whether you are on the Church 
Electoral Roll, or if you would like to be added to the Roll, please contact the Revd Pam 
or Mrs Liz Pocock jepocock@uwclub.net or 01747 852647).

An Easter Workshop 

will held on Wednesday 12th April from 2.30 to 4.30pm in Motcombe Memorial Hall.  
There will be an opportunity to make an Easter table decoration and/or knitted Easter 
chicks. We will also be making banners to decorate the church for Easter.

Flower Festival 

We will be holding a Flower Festival in St Mary’s on the weekend of 12th -15th May. 
Displays are welcome from any individual or group in the community – the more the 
merrier! Please put this weekend in your diaries and watch out for more information. 

mailto:jepocock@uwclub.net
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Services in March

Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday, and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

Wednesday 01 March   7.00pm     Team Service 

                                                                        
 Holy Communion for Ash Wednesday

 

Sunday 05 March 11.15am      Holy Communion (BCP)

Sunday  12 March   9.30am      Parish Communion 
     3.00pm      Messy Church

Sunday  19 March   8.00am      Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30am     Family Service
3.00pm     ‘What makes a vicar?’ talk, with refreshments.

Sunday  26 March   9.30am      Parish Communion for Mothering Sunday

Sunday  02 April                    9.30am      Holy Communion (BCP) 
         followed by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
Sunday 09 April                    9.30am      Parish Communion for Palm Sunday 

Motcombe Primary School
The Autumn term finished on a very high note at Motcombe Primary School as we were 
graded ‘Outstanding’ for our SIAMs Inspection; something of which all staff, parents 
and children are extremely proud. The report described the school as ‘welcoming and 
caring with a strong sense of pastoral responsibility’ and commented on lessons being 
‘thoroughly planned’ and ‘challenging.’  ‘Relationships with the church’ and ‘between 
all within the school’ were described as very strong.  As a result of this, we have all 
bounced back into school with a spring in our step. 

The Spring term started with a focus on modern foreign languages and each class 
performed to a packed church. Classes shared work, songs and dances in Italian, French, 
German and Cantonese; check out our website for further details.

Topics for the term are wide and varied ranging from ‘Inspirational Lives’ to ‘Ancient 
China’ and teachers continue to plan engaging and motivating visits to support 
learning. The youngest children have already welcomed a visit from real live owls to 
support their work around The Gruffalo whilst the oldest children took a trip to London 
to visit the Houses of Parliament.

Finally, we have welcomed Miss Danielle Ward to Robins Class who joined us from 
another Dorset school and wish Miss Jessica Hewitt a safe trip as she embarks on an 
adventure in the Southern Hemisphere.
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J & T 
WINDOW CLEANING

Your local, traditional 
window cleaner.  

We are able to clean and clear 
out guttering

 We also undertake complete 
conservatory cleans

Please phone Jess and Tim
on 01747 590090/

07724 455128

5* Gold Award Updown Cottage
luxury self-catering on Gold Hill

Simon & Jane Colston          07710 307202
www.updowncottage.co.uk

J O S E P H  P E A C O C K
PA I N T E R  &  D E C O R AT O R

0 7 9 6 7  6 6 4 4 4 6

I N T E R I O R  *  E X T E R I O R  *  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S
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SHAFTESBURY TOWN TWINNING

ASSOCIATION

Annual Exchanges with Brionne 
(France) and Lindlar (Germany).

Further informati on -

Clare Huxley, Associati on Chair

01747 855790 or

www.shaft esburytwinning.org.uk

Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Budgens Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in March
Sunday   5th March         8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 19th March     11.15 am Holy Communion with Hymns 
Sunday 26th March        4.30 pm Mothering Sunday Service 
Wednesdays              9.00 am Morning Prayer

Mothering Sunday Service

This year, on 26th March, we shall be holding a Mothering Sunday service.  It will be a 
short service (around half an hour) followed by tea in church.  Join in as we thank God 
for our parents and all those who have mothered us.  The service will be suitable for 
young children, with lots of singing and posies for the children to present.  Watch out 
for the poster on the village noticeboards and let people know about this new service.

Tea and Stories

Our ‘Tea and Stories’ meeting on 7th February was lively and enjoyable.  The children 
made a flock of sheep puppets, joined in telling the parable of the lost sheep and sang 
about how God has the whole world in his hands – including pigs, chickens, cows and 
monkeys.  Thank you very much to Kelly for hosting the afternoon and for her help in 
arranging it all.  We hope to hold another session next term.  Look out for posters and 
for details in  Key Ring.

Coffee and Cake

On Saturday 11th March, there will be a Coffee and Cake morning in aid of Church Hall 
funds.  Come along between 10 am and 12noon to drink coffee, sample delicious cakes 
and chat to your neighbours.  There will be a small entrance charge and contributions 
for the cake stall will be gratefully received, either in advance or on the day.  We hope 
there will also be news about the progress of the parish map, which is well on its way to 
completion.
Watch out for more information about this event in the village e-newsletter at the 
beginning of March.  
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Services in March:

5th March – First Sunday of Lent -    9.30am -   Parish Communion 
12th March – Second Sunday of Lent -  No service in St Thomas’s 
19th March – Third Sunday of Lent -  11.15am -  Parish Communion 
26th March – Mothering Sunday -  11.15am – Matins 

Easter is fast approaching.   Our Easter Day Service on 16th April is at 11.15am and 
this will be a Parish Communion.  

St Thomas’s Flower Arrangers

We shall be decorating the church for Easter on Saturday 15th April at 10 a.m. Gifts of 
seasonal foliage and flowers would be welcome and appreciated. Valerie and Ann 

North Transept Window

The dirty north transept window prevents light entering the church and is unpleasing 
to the eye.  The P.C.C. are taking action.  Jon Dakin and Rodney Atwood have been in 
touch with the Diocesan authorities and with Mr Sam Kelly their glass expert.  He has 
submitted a quote and plan to carry out the removal and re-leading of the three main 
lights and seven tracery pieces. This will include the removal and disposal of the 
existing glass secondary glazing and the renovation of the casement frame in the 
central light.  This will require submission of a faculty (application for church planning 
permission), but Mr Kelly says work could not start before June and would cause 
minimal disruption. 

Dates for Your Diary 

13th April – Annual Spring Clean.  Start at 9.45 a.m. – Any extra help is very welcome, 
and it would be helpful if you can bring a few old cloths.  
15th April – Church decorating for Easter.
28th April – 6.30pm and 7pm 
Annual Parish Church Meeting and Vestry Meeting 
St Thomas’s Preservation Society will be holding their AGM in the church at 6.30pm on 
Friday April 28th. Everybody is very welcome to attend. This will be followed by...
The Parochial Church Council Meeting at 7pm. 

 Members of the Parochial Church Council [PCC] are elected once a year at the 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting. We have 9 council members including our Vicar at the 
moment - which is a good number - but we do need some new faces and new ideas. The 
PCC meets about 4 – 5 times a year under the Vicar’s chairmanship and is responsible 
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for the running of the church. Some of its members are getting rather “long in the tooth” 
and will need to stand down shortly. PCC membership brings you into the heart of 
the local Christian community and is immensely rewarding. If you feel that you can 
serve your church in this way, please get in touch with our Vicar, Simon Chambers, our 
Churchwarden, Jon Dakin [855976] or the Hon. Secretary, Robert Crichton [853492]. 

Sidepeople’s Rota.  
We are very grateful to those who are already sidespeople and would welcome any 
other members of the congregation who would like to join the list. The duties come 
around about once every two – three months or so and are not onerous; they consist 
of helping to prepare the church for a service, greeting the congregation and handing 
out books etc, reading the lessons [if you feel able], taking the collection and tidying up 
the church afterwards. A simple aide memoire is provided. If you would like to join this 
merry band please get in touch with Robert Crichton [853942]. 

Coffee Rota. 
It would be good to be able to offer members of the congregation a cup of coffee or 
tea after our services. This would need someone to volunteer to run the coffee rota 
which has been dormant for some time. Would anyone like to volunteer? If so, please 
talk to Jon Dakin [855976] or Robert Crichton [853942]. 

Filming in Church
There is a rumour that filming took place at Melbury Abbas Church.  Hopefully we 
can let you know when this might be broadcast.  It will be about JS Bach’s Passion 
being translated into Welsh. Elin Manahan Thomas will be interviewing Sir John Eliott 
Gardiner. 

Graham Gatehouse 1951-2017
We heard with much sadness that former Tower Captain Graham Gatehouse passed 
away in January. 

Graham taught many of the current team to ring, including David Wheeler who 
took his place as Tower Captain when he stood down due to ill health in 2012.  David 
rang the bells half muffled at Graham’s funeral service along with fellow protégés Tavy 
Bradley-Watson and Geoffrey Bichard, with assistance from Judith Williamson and 
David Lowe, before tolling the Second Bell as Graham was brought into the Church for 
the last time. 

The Gatehouse family had long been an essential part of Melbury.  Graham 
was born at Manor Farm, where his father Arthur combined running a successful dairy 
farm with much work as both Churchwarden and Treasurer of St Thomas’s.  Violet, his 
wife and Graham’s mother, supported him in his efforts  Even after moving to Marnhull, 
Graham continued to ring at St Thomas’s.  

The church was packed for Graham’s funeral and was very emotional with 
personal readings from Graham’s brother, sister and nieces.  He will be much missed.
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St John’s, Enmore Green
Wednesday 1  March – Coffee Morning
10.00am in the Church Hall
All Welcome         

Sunday 26 March – Mothering Sunday
11.15am
Posies for Mothers, Grannies and Aunties!

It is also the start of British Summertime.

At St Peter’s we have a support group knitting simple 
garments to send around the world to the various mission 
ports. If you would like to know more and maybe join 
us please contact me for further information - Marigold 
Rumble 01747 854672.

Original cartoon from the New Yorker magazine, date unknown
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Fri, 10.00am to 1.00pm Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh
 
APCM 
If you are on the Electoral Roll you are welcome to come along to the Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting at St Luke’s Church, West Orchard on Monday 3rd April at 7.00pm to 
hear what has been happening in our parishes during the past year. It is also the time 
when we vote in new officials.

ELECTORAL ROLL
If you wish to check if you are on the Roll they are in Church porches. If you would like 
to apply please contact  Rita Stranger 01258 472331 
 
LENT LUNCHES 
Our parish is on duty at Shaftesbury Town Hall from 12.00 noon to 1.30pm on Friday 
31 Marsh. Offers to make soup, donations for the bring and buy or help on the day to 
Nancy Roberts 01258 472129 or Annie Barnes 01747 811333 

Tea and Chat
Many thanks to Nick and Phillipa Forrest for being our hosts in February. 
On 15th March our next get together will be from 2.30pm to 3.30pm at Nail Cottage, 
West Orchard, home of Helen Baxter and John Austin 

MARGARET MARSH
The bells at our church have been taken down, repaired, cleaned and re-hung.
We now have a fifth bell as well.
All this work has been organised by Jean Outram to whom the congregation owe a big 
thank you and their sincere thanks to Jean for all her hard work

From the Registers
Burial January 23rd  John Butler

THE ORCHARDS
 
BINGO 
Once again our bingo will be held at Manston Village Hall on Tuesday 4 April at 7.30pm. 
We do need plenty of prizes as we will be having a raffle as well, so please contact Rita 
Stranger or Annie Barnes if you have any donations which will be really appreciated 
 
ST THOMAS’S CHURCHYARD 
For a long time Bob Ridley has helped to look after the churchyard at East Orchard but 
he has now hung up his mower and retired gracefully!! Our thanks go to Bob for his 
commitment over many years. Ian Faulkner has now offered to be on our rota together 



29

with Ray Barnes, Michael Bone, Tim Craven and Trevor Puckett. David King very kindly 
cuts the hedges for us. Many thanks to all of you for your help which is very much 
noticed and appreciated

SERVICES
Joint Services
Mothering Sunday    26th March  West Orchard       11.15am
Easter Sunday          16th April     Margaret Marsh            11.15am

Good Friday Meditation   14th April Margaret Marsh    6.30pm

ANSWERS TO MORE OR LESS QUIZ

1. Three:  Peru-Lima, Fiji-Suva, Mali-Tome

2.   Seven:  Lady Jane Grey, Mary I, Elizabeth I, Mary II, Anne, Victoria, Elizabeth II.
It is debatable whether the Empress Mathilda (1102-1167) actually ruled.  She was 
the legitimate heir of Henry I and he named her as his successor but her throne was 
usurped by her cousin Stephen before her coronation, leading to civil war.

3. Eight:  Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, 
North Carolina, North Dakota.

4. Six:  Xenon, Krypton, Neon, Radon, Argon, Helium.

5. Six:  Ramsay McDonald, Clement Atlee, Harold Wilson, James Callaghan, Tony 
Blair, Gordon Brown.

6. Four:  Abraham Lincoln, James Garfield, William McKinley, John F. Kennedy
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Free Wills for people 55 and Over in North Dorset and 
Westbury, Wiltshire and surrounding areas

Marie Curie has joined forces with Solicitors in Blandford Forum, Shaftesbury, 
Gillingham and Westbury, including Blanchard’s Bailey LLP, Rutters LLP and Pinniger 
Finch & Co, and also with Irwin Mitchell who will facilitate online and postal enquiries, 
to provide a free Will-writing service to people aged 55 and over. The scheme is open 
from 1st February 2017 until 30th  April 2017 for anyone aged 55+ who is considering 
having their Will written or amended. 
The Marie Curie Free Wills Scheme offers people the opportunity to make or amend their 
Will, with the option to include a gift to support the charity’s work in the future. The Marie 
Curie Nursing Service provides free home nursing care to people with a terminal illness, 
365 days a year.
Will writing specialists at each of our partnership Solicitors, will be on hand to offer 
advice and support under the scheme, which offers a limited amount of free Wills 
on a first-come, first-served basis. There is no obligation to leave a gift to the charity, 
however, the hope is that many will use the scheme to settle their affairs and support 
Marie Curie’s work.
Judy Glossop, Legacy Advisor for Marie Curie, said: “A Will written by a solicitor is the 
best way to ensure that your family, friends and favourite charities will benefit exactly as 
you would wish. Statistics produced by the Law Society of England and Wales show that 
roughly two-thirds of people over 50 do not have an up-to-date Will.” 
“We hope that this campaign will encourage people to have a Will written and consider 
leaving a gift to Marie Curie at the same time.  The more money we raise for Marie Curie, 
the more free care the charity can offer, and gifts left in Wills can help to ensure these 
services continue into the future” said Philippa Masters, Partner/Solicitor at Pinniger 
Finch & Co.   
For your free Information Pack or for more details about the scheme, please contact 
either:
Judy on 01884 703514 or email  judy.glossop@mariecurie.org.uk  
Donna on 01883 832647 or email donna.desouza@mariecurie.org.uk

About Marie Curie
Marie Curie is the UK’s leading charity for people with any terminal illness. 
The charity helps people living with a terminal illness and their families make 
the most of the time they have together by delivering expert hands-on care, 
emotional support, research and guidance. 
Marie Curie employs more than 2,700 nurses, doctors and other healthcare 
professionals, and with its nine hospices around the UK, is the largest provider of 
hospice beds outside the NHS.

mailto:judy.glossop@mariecurie.org.uk
mailto:donna.desouza@mariecurie.org.uk
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COPY  DEADLINE FOR 
THE APRIL ISSUE OF 

KEY RING IS
FRIDAY  3RD MARCH

AT 5PM
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or e-mail o�  ce@stmin.org.uk
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Dignity Caring Funeral Services
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