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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@stmin.org.uk 

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                   01747 852193  simon@stmin.org.uk 
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@stmin.org.uk

Helen & Pam have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day of rest

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                    01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk 

Team administrator: Katy Ashman                                    01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 

office@stmin.org.uk
Web site: http://stmin.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Team Office will be closed Monday 1st May to Friday 5th May inclusive

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                      keyring@stmin.org.uk
                                                                                                      Tel. 01747 850821
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  Graham Dunlop                    01747 228581
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 



3

From the Team Rector

Dear Friends,

I expect you’ve noticed that Easter falls quite a bit later this year than it did last year. 
This year we will celebrate Easter on April 16th, whereas last year it fell on March 26th. 
That certainly makes it easier for your clergy to draw breath after Christmas before we 
need to start thinking about Lent. Sometimes it feels like we’ve barely finished singing 
‘We three kings’ before we start wondering where last year’s palm crosses are, so we can 
burn them to make ash ready for Ash Wednesday. 

We had longer to get ready before Lent began and we’ve had longer to get ready for 
Easter. And even though I’m writing this at the beginning of March, with the snowdrops 
out, I hope with some confidence that by Easter the daffodils will be in full bloom and 
it will feel like nature has had time to get ready too. There’s something very satisfying 
about coming to the end of a piece of work or a project and knowing that it’s all ready 
and will come to completion. It might be something we’ve been making at home in our 
spare time, or it might be a project at work that’s coming up to its deadline. Whatever 
it is, if we come to the end knowing that we’re ready, that we’ve done what we should 
have, there’s a feeling of satisfaction and contentment.

In our churches we give time and attention to getting ready for Easter – that’s what the 
season of Lent is all about. Lent is time to take a look at ourselves and our lives, and to 
try and see what we might look like through God’s eyes. When we do that carefully, we 
tend to realise that we’re far from perfect. That’s why Lent is so often a time of saying 
sorry and asking God if we can make a fresh start.

When we take time to reflect on our lives through Lent, we’re doing that as way of 
getting ready for the wonderful celebration of Easter that comes when Lent ends. 
At Easter we celebrate God’s love for us – a love so powerful that even though Jesus 
was crucified, died, and was buried, still He rose from the tomb on the first Easter day. 
Because God loves us this much, we can be confident that He will help us make a fresh 
start when we need one. Our times of reflection in Lent shouldn’t leave us wallowing in 
gloom, but placing our trust in God and looking forward in hope. 

If we have been able to do that through this Lent, we will be ready to celebrate Easter 
when it comes. We will know that we have done what we should have, we will feel that 
gentle satisfaction that comes of reaching the end of a job well done. And at Easter 
we will be reminded once again that God takes our readiness, our gentle satisfaction, 
and responds to it with a generous love that is out of all proportion to our efforts in 
preparation. That’s what God is like and that is why we celebrate Easter with such 
joy and thanksgiving.
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I hope you will come to this Easter ready to celebrate God’s love for you and that you 
will know His love in your hearts and your homes.

With every blessing,

Helen

LPA News
Memories of Parish Retreats. 

When I remember the first Parish Retreat I ever went to, back in the old days in East 
Anglia, what springs to mind is ‘terror’!
Looking back I can’t remember what was so frightening but there it was.......... panic! 
Well it took me about two of the three days
to calm down and the last of the three (it was a three-day retreat) to regret my panic, 
but since then I have been an addict.

No two retreats have been the same.  I have never been to one where there was no 
laughter.    Some are more silent than others 
(there is always somewhere where you can talk if you find silence a problem and several 
often do),  the food is usually good, 
and sometimes excellent. There is always somewhere to hide if you want.   There is a 
Holy Communion Service on Sunday and sometimes
on Saturday too.   Usually there is one talk on Friday evening,  two on Saturday,  one or 
possibly two on Sunday,  the beds are
comfortable which is nice,  ‘doing nothing’ can be quite exhausting!   If you feel “bottled 
up” you can rush up Glastonbury Tor a time or two,
and there are some nice shops for the Shopaholic.

Many years ago we went to Arlesford Retreat House. It was early morning and the fire 
alarm went off  (a spider’s web was over the smoke 
detector and it had caught a bunch of wriggly midges). We all turned up at the 
collection point in our pyjamas, some more frilly than others....
all except the Vicar who was in the shower and didn’t hear it.  There was much laughter 
as soon as we discovered the cause. Roast Vicar!

Clare Copeley Williams
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The Cry of the Heart:
praying and praising with the psalms 

Team Retreat 22nd-24th September 2017

‘What is the secret of the Psalms? Over thousands of years they have been at the heart 
of the worship of Jews and Christians. Perhaps no book has been more influential. 
The Psalms have given whole communities and traditions their public voice and have 
formed the private prayer of billions of people. They have drawn generation after 
generation into the great overwhelmings – by God, joy, suffering, anger, gratitude, fear, 
enemies, prosperity, hope, despair, trust, glory, humiliation, guilt, praise, blame and much 
more.’    (David Ford)
On this year’s Team Retreat, Jane Charman, Diocesan Director of Ministry, will invite 
us to explore and meditate on some of the psalms.  The retreat runs from 6 pm on 
Friday 22nd September to around 4 pm on Sunday 24th September and the total 
cost of the weekend is £144, covering accommodation and all meals.
Booking forms will go out to all Team churches after Easter and will also be on the 
Team website, for downloading (sorry they can’t be filled in online) or you can ask 
me for a form.
We are planning a supper in the spring for people who are considering coming but 
aren’t quite sure.  I hope there will be details of this in the next issue of  Key Ring.  

Gillian Cross 
(01747 811263  
gillian@gilliancross.co.uk)
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Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707

          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk

Situated in Shaftesbury our homes have been providing the highest
quality care for 28 years.  We warmly welcome residents at all levels of

dependency and our dedicated team provide for detailed individual needs.

If you would like to visit us, please call on

01747 854699 (Castle Hill) 01747 852860 (Cedars)

Email:  admin@cedarscastlehill.co.uk
   Web:  www.cedarscastlehill.co.uk
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Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at

Shaftesbury Town Hall
at 10.00am

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.
For details contact Keith Aylen

Tel. 01747 851018

David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

Holistic and complementary Therapies
Private Tuition and Group classes, 

workshops and events
Yoga, Pilates, Tai chi, Qigong, 
Meditation and Mindfulness

Strengthen the body, calm the mind
Courses for all levels and abilities

Please contact Sally
07873 336662

mail@yogaindorset.com
www.thespaceshaftesbury.co.uk

Shaftesbury Town Twinning 
Association

Bingo Evening at the Royal British 
Legion Hall on Friday 7th April at 7.00 
for 7.30pm.  Tea/coffee will be provided.  
Bring your own wine/beer.
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St Peter’s

Prayer Chain
Have you ever felt so down, so alone, so full of pain you didn’t know where to go or 
what to turn to?    You may feel you can’t pray or even think that way.     This is when the 
Prayer Chain Group may be able to help you.     We are a small group of Christians in St. 
Peter’s who truly believe that prayer works!    In some way it will work!     We will pray for 
you (or for the person you need prayer for) for as long as needed.    And you can be sure 
this is done in confidence, we don’t even need to know your name.

So who is in the group?   Caroline Collins, Jeremy and Sarah Mais, Margaret Mellor, 
Mary Milburn, Patrick Riley, Eric and Jill Sellgren, Chris Sims and Elizabeth Wray.     Please 
contact any of us if you have need of prayer.      We each pray in our own homes each 
day for those on our prayer list, we pray for all sorts of things from medical issues to 
community ones, for healing, for better understanding, for protection - the reasons are 
manifold. We just want to bring your need to the Lord.   May the Lord bless you and 
keep you forever in His sight.

Margaret Mellor

Operation Christmas Child
If you are following the 10-month plan to fill a shoe box for a child in need, this month 
we will be concentrating on physical activities, developing coordination and skill. The 
obvious toy that should go in every box is a small ball such as a tennis ball or a rubber 
ball. In addition, depending on the age of the child a yoyo, skipping rope, set of juggling 
balls or a small plastic or balsa wood glider would be appropriate.
When you have made your purchase, pop it in your shoe box, if you are intending to 
make up your own box, or bring it into St Peter’s and place it in the small swing bin in 
the tower area.

Elizabeth Selwood

April Diary includes (at press time in early March but please check pew sheets or with 
team office nearer the time)

Men’s breakfast Sat 8th April 8.30 meet in St Peter’s
Sing & Praise Tues 25th April 7.30pm

Team office is closed Mon 1st May – Friday 5th May inclusive.
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Sacred Space - Holy Week at St Peter’s, High St, Shaftesbury  

This Holy Week at St Peter’s we will be offering people the chance to find a place and 
a time out of the busyness of daily life in the days leading up to Easter. Our  evening 
services in Holy Week will reflect on the theme of ‘Sacred Space’. It is an invitation to 
make space in the week to listen to God, as well as an invitation to come to a place that 
has been made holy by centuries of prayer. Each evening’s service will reflect on the 
theme of Sacred Space differently, but there will be time for quiet reflection in all of 
them. You are welcome to come to just one or two, or to come to all of them, just as you 
wish. All are welcome at our services. The full list of services at St Peter’s in Holy Week is 
as follows: 

Monday April 10th 
6:30pm Sacred Space: A reflective service of Holy Communion with music from Taizé. 
 
Tuesday April 11th
6:30pm Sacred Space: Evening Worship with music from Taizé. 

Wednesday April 12th
10:30am Holy Communion, 6:30pm Sacred Space: The Stations of the Cross 

Maundy Thursday April 13th 
7:30pm Sacred Space: The Holy Table and Gethsemane - this service will include a 
celebration of Holy Communion as we remember the Last Supper and will be followed 
by an optional prayer vigil for those who wish to keep watch. 

Good Friday, April 14th 
12:00-12:45pm Good Friday Worship for All Ages,.
1:00-2:00pm      Sacred Space: Silent Prayer,.
2:00-3:00pm      Good Friday Meditations.
6:00-7:00pm      Sacred Space: A Service of Music and Readings for the foot of the Cross.
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St James’ Church

What Makes a Vicar?  
27 curious attendees gathered at St James’ Church on Sunday afternoon 19th February 
to hear from Simon the process of ‘calling’ he encountered, which subsequently 
required him to give up his successful career and lifestyle to go into full time training 
for the Ministry. We were all thoroughly engaged and privileged to have Simon share 
his life story with us whilst explaining the parallels he discovered between his life in 
electronics and that of faith and ministry. Despite his cold and groggy throat, the voice 
held out, questions were asked and answered and tea, cake and social time was shared. 
We felt this was a chance for us to get to know Simon the person, as well as Simon our 
priest. Thank you, Simon! We look forward to the March talk in Motcombe church on 
Sunday 9th at 3.00pm when Rev Pam Rink will share her calling to ministry and some of 
her experiences within the Pilsdon community.

Lent Lunch
In spite of the inclement weather, around 100 attended the first Lent lunch, which was 
provided by St James’ and St John’s, together with Father’s House. A huge thank you to 
all those who made such copious amounts of delicious soup and to the willing band of 
helpers on the day.   
A.H.            

From the Registers:
24th March – Funeral of Bill Baines

Holy Week and Easter Services 
Tuesday             11th April at 8.00pm – Compline
Wednesday      12th April at 8.00pm – Compline
Thursday           13th April at 7.00pm – Maundy Thursday Eucharist and Stripping of Altars
Friday                 14th April at 1.30pm – Good Friday Liturgy
Easter Sunday 16th April at 9.30am – Parish Communion

Reminder that the following take place on a regular basis:
1st Tuesday 7.00pm Reflective Prayer – Co-ordinator Jenny Webb.
1st Wednesday 2.00pm to 2.20pm, Abbey School Worship in church (to include ‘Open 
The Book’, Paul Cooper) Revd Simon and Janet Wilson.
Every Thursday evening at 7.00pm – CW Holy Communion
2nd Friday of the month 9.30am to 10.30am latest - Prayer Group at back of church – Co-
ordinator Andie Blows.
2nd Sunday - Pilgrim Service, 6pm all year round. – Co-ordinators:  Mary Ridgewell/Paul 
Cooper.
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St John’s, Enmore Green

Wednesday  5 April    
Coffee Morning in Church Hall
10.00am to 12 noon 

Sunday 9 April – Palm Sunday 
11.15am 
Distribution of Palms

Monday 10 April 
7.30pm 
Reflections and Music for Holy Week
The St. John’s Occasional Singers
Conductor:     Brian Watts
Soloist:    Philippa Forrest
Accompanist:  Heather Blake 

Good Friday – 14 April
9.45am
Meditations at the Cross

Easter Day 16 April
11.15am
Festival Communion Service 

Sunday 23 April
11.15am
Family Service
Followed by 

Annual District Church Meeting
and Bring and share Lunch



12

01747 229249         07415 890038



13

WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
                                                                                                                                                     Est 1972

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO ALL TYPES OF WASHING MACHINES 
AND TWIN TUBS

OAP DISCOUNTS – 24 HOUR SERVICE – SET LABOUR FEE
NEW MACHINES AVAILABLE

PREMIER ELECTRICS – 0800 592107

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard. SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have 
enough room to put them up?

Rates - £35 per head per night B&B reduced to £30 for associates 
of locals and members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin bedded room, all en-suite.
Living room with a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV 

and have breakfast.
Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365
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J & T 
WINDOW CLEANING

Your local, traditional 
window cleaner.  

We are able to clean and clear 
out guttering

 We also undertake complete 
conservatory cleans

Please phone Jess and Tim
on 01747 590090/

07724 455128

5* Gold Award Updown Cottage
luxury self-catering on Gold Hill

Simon & Jane Colston          07710 307202
www.updowncottage.co.uk

J O S E P H  P E A C O C K
PA I N T E R  &  D E C O R AT O R

0 7 9 6 7  6 6 4 4 4 6

I N T E R I O R  *  E X T E R I O R  *  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S
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SHAFTESBURY TOWN TWINNING

ASSOCIATION

Annual Exchanges with Brionne 
(France) and Lindlar (Germany).

Further informati on -

Clare Huxley, Associati on Chair

01747 855790 or

www.shaft esburytwinning.org.uk

Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Budgens Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk
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St Mary’s, Motcombe

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
will be held on Sunday 2nd April immediately following the 9.30am service.  This is 
the annual meeting of the parish to which all those on the Church Electoral Roll are 
invited. A report on the proceedings of the Parochial Church Council and the activities 
of the parish generally will be presented as well as the financial statements for the year 
ending on the 31st December. 

An Easter Workshop 
will held on Wednesday 12th  April from 2.30 to 4.30pm in Motcombe Memorial Hall.  
There will be an opportunity to make an Easter table decoration and/or knitted Easter 
chicks. We will also be making banners to decorate the church for Easter. All welcome. 
Contact Lynda Maynard on 01747 855070 for more information or to book a place. 
Adults £6.00, children £3.00 and under 5s free – includes all materials and refreshments.

Flower Festival 
We will be holding a Flower Festival in St Mary’s on the weekend of 12-14th May. The 
theme will be ‘Melodies from Motcombe’. Displays are welcome from any individual or 
group in the community (the more the merrier!), using a melody, song, ditty or hymn to 
highlight your particular group. For more information or to book a place please contact 
Sarah Cann on 01747 852399, Ann Bayfield on 01747 853337 or Ann Surtees on 01747 
229397.

Services in April

Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday, and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week, except Maundy Thursday.  All are 
welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

Sunday              02 April         9.30am Holy Communion (BCP)                           
    followed by APCM

Palm Sunday    09 April              9.30am   Parish Communion with Procession from     
                                     Motcombe Memorial Hall

Monday              10 April         5.30pm Meditation on the Stations of the Cross

Tuesday              11 April         5.30pm Meditation on the Stations of the Cross

Wednesday       12 April         5.30pm Meditation on the Stations of the Cross
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Maundy Thursday  13 April       7.00pm Parish Eucharist with Foot Washing,   
                                            Stripping of the Altar and Vigil

Good Friday    14 April       2.00pm Meditation and Prayer   
 

Easter Sunday      16 April      9.30am Parish Communion
NB. No 8.00am Communion)

Sunday                      23 April       9.30am Parish Communion 

Sunday                      30 April     10.00am Team Communion

     followed by Team Council  AGM and Shared Lunch

Performance of Fauré’s Requiem
Motcombe Chamber Choir, directed by Greg Underwood, will be performing 
Fauré’s Requiem  in St Mary’s Motcombe at 7.45pm on Good Friday 14th April. Although 
Fauré’s ‘little Requiem’ was intended for liturgical use, it is frequently performed in the 
Concert Hall. Ours will be a concert performance, lasting 45 mins. Originally written for 
Fauré’s own choir at the Madeleine in Paris, it is ideally suited for our Chamber Choir 
of about two dozen singers. Sam Berry, a Chorister from Sherborne Abbey, will sing 
Pie Jesu  and the baritone solo will be sung by Jordan Berry, a former Abbey Chorister, 
now in the Sherborne School Chamber Choir. There will be a retiring collection in aid of 
Church funds, which are much needed. Do come - it will be a fitting musical offering for 
Good Friday and you won’t be disappointed

Motcombe School news
Motcombe Primary School (part of the Southern Academy Trust) is delighted to 
announce that Mr Matthew Barge has been appointed as their new Principal.  Mr Barge 
is currently Headteacher at Milton on Stour Primary School, Dorset and will be joining 
Motcombe in September 2017.
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Long Ago and Far Away – 2

Last November Keyring published an article under the above heading about the Biblical 
version of the Christmas story as explained to pupils and parents at an Indian Girls’ School 
in the foothills of the Himalayas. What follows are excerpts from letters by the same writer, 
giving the ‘producer’s eye view’ of a dramatized version of another familiar story, in which 
she herself took part  when she was a girl at boarding school in England. The story, ‘Pilgrim’s 
Progress’, is an allegorical tale of Everyman’s journey through life. It was written in 1676 by 
John Bunyan.The writing may sound old-fashioned, but people are still much as they were 
then so it still makes a good read!             

Paul Cooper

1st June – All this and Pil’s Prog. too! I will say that we had some pretty nerve-wrackingly 
ghastly rehearsals….Aline has been a brick and had put her projector at our disposal 
as a spotlight. She stands in the wings on tables and stools flashing bits of coloured 
glass across her lens and getting a J. Arthur Rank technicolour effect for Apollyon and 
Doubting Castle......Continuity and scene shifting is still too slow and the music needs 
more practice. All the Puritan buckles were too big on their shoes last night and also 
the Slough of Despond and the River of Death leave quite a bit to be desired. Heigh ho. 
Producing this for a non-Christian audience with a Hindi in the lead has its thought-
provoking moments. I wonder if I’m making Pilgrim perjure herself by acting the part…
...I am hoping the play will convey a mood and something will get over. Harrinder does 
act Pilgrim with a straightforward sincerity which is quite unaffected, and Aline was 
kind enough to say that the Burning of Faithful brought a lump to her throat yesterday.
19th June – Since I last wrote we’ve had the dress rehearsal and two performances. I am 
glad to say all went quite well and the kids came up to scratch. The Friday performance 
was better than I hoped despite a curtain hitch in Vanity Fair and some rather uneven 
singing…...On Saturday with the local Boys’ School there – and the Bishop – the kids 
were distinctly nervous but warmed up by the time we got to the House Beautiful. 
Unfortunately when one of the gentlemen in Vanity Fair sloshed the contents of his 
beer mug at Faithful she smiled by mistake…...but I don’t think it really mattered as the 
burning was most moving – Aline got a wonderful supply of magnesium and later was 
A1 with her projector and spotlighted like mad..….
Pilgrim was a dear and acted beautifully. I thought she was very moving – very simple 
and straightforward and with her own rather shy dignity. She sloshed her way through 
the Slough of Despond trailing wet weeds and arriving at the steps rubbing the moist 
mud from her forehead (a bowl of brown paint into which she dipped her hands at the 
last minute and rubbed her face) while stage shifters stirred up a bath of water in the 
wings…..The House Beautiful was really quite touching in the end, though it caused 
me quite a bit of anxiety to begin with. I had to be the lions and roared into a big 
bronze echoing pot!…… Aline had a lovely colour slide of the Himalayan snows and 
valley below which she flashed onto the white wall in the auditorium just as Piety said: 
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“Behold, though at a far distance, the Delectable Mountains”…...The girl who acted the 
devil has taken some time returning to normal! - she rather fancies herself in her black 
tights, bat wings and silver eyebrows! …… I was particularly pleased with the fight on 
the Saturday performance. It had never gone better. Vanity Fair wasn’t awfully good, to 
be honest, I couldn’t really get them to let go and be vulgar…..
20th June – I did have last minute nerves over Doubting Castle. In the last week Giant 
Despair went sick and a substitute had to be coached in four days. Then on the 
Saturday she was in the Infirmary with fever and a temperature of 100deg. However, 
she acted with sweat pouring off her and managed well. Actually, she did it better than 
the first girl…… When we got to the Delectable Mountains the shepherds were a bit 
wooden, but Crimond’s “The Lord’s My Shepherd” was lovely…..The River of Death 
was the Slough again, but draped in Miss King’s navy blue sari…Pilgrim’s last words 
were said on the steps coming out “Blessing and honour and glory and power be unto 
him that sitteth upon the throne and unto the Lamb for ever.”  It made a good climax 
and then we dashed about the stage with stools, white sheets and gold trumpets for 
the final tableau of the Celestial City. The audience began “For all the Saints” and the 
curtains swung back on “O blest communion, fellowship divine….” and everyone held 
their positions for two further verses.
My general feeling about it was pleasure. There were lots of little mistakes which made 
me wince (Pliable was really bad on Saturday) but we all enjoyed doing it and the 
audience enjoyed it. The Bishop liked it though neither he nor Mr Llewellyn have said 
anything to me so far. I’m not proud of the production, just pleased – everyone worked 
very hard without any panic and I really do think it as was as good as we could make 
it. I so really hope and pray that something has sunk right in. I should love Pilgrim to 
become Christian some day….

-------o0o-------

After Sinner Mint?
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Fri, 10.00am to 1.00pm Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Services in April:

2nd April   9.30 am     Parish Communion 
16th April          11.15 am      Easter Day Service  
23rd April           11.15am      Matins 
7th May   9.30am      Parish Communion 

St Thomas’s Flower Arrangers
We shall be decorating the church for Easter on Saturday 15th April at 10 a.m.  Gifts of 
seasonal foliage and flowers would be welcome and appreciated. Valerie and Ann 

EASTER DAY SERVICE 

Even if you are not a regular attender at the church, come along and join us for the 
Easter Day service on 16th April. It is one of the main services of the year – nearly 
70 people attended last year - and is both a service and a social event; rather like 
Christmas Day, it is a special opportunity to get together with friends and neighbours 
to celebrate our unique Melbury Abbas community. There will be an Easter Egg hunt in 
the churchyard after the service for the young in age and heart. 

Dates for Your Diary 

13th April – Annual Spring Clean.  Start at 9.45 a.m. – Any extra help is verwelcome,andt 
would be helpful if you can bring a few old cloths.  

15th April – Church decorating for Easter.

28th April – 6.30pm and 7pm 

St Thomas’s Preservation Society AGM - 6.30pm

St Thomas’s Preservation Society is a charity which raises money for the preservation 
of the church fabric.  Its AGM will take place on 28th April at 6.30pm in the church. All 
welcome. 

Annual Parish Church Meeting and Vestry Meeting - 7 pm

This is the church’s annual general meeting; not the most popular event of the year, 
of course, but an essential part of the church’s annual routine and the place to review 
the past year’s events and to plan for the next.  Only the 60 or so people on the parish 
electoral roll are entitled to vote at the meeting but anyone can come along and 
take part.  At the meeting, we elect our church council members for the next year 
and it would be wonderful to have some volunteers.  Some of our current members 
are getting a little ancient and are due replacement!  We also have a Churchwarden 
vacancy to fill. 
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh
 
APCM 
If you are on the Electoral Roll, and you have any questions, you are welcome to come 
along to the Annual Parochial Church Meeting at St Luke’s Church, West Orchard on 
Monday 3 April at 7.00pm to hear what has been happening in our parishes during 
the last year. 

If you are not on the Electoral Roll now is the time to apply,
It is also the time when we vote in new officials.  If you would like to take on the role of 
Treasurer or Secretary you do need to attend meetings but not to vote or take on any 
other duties.

Others ways you can help are opening of the church, preparing the church for services 
in the absence of the Churchwarden or being available to organise the Ride and Stride 
in September or even preparing the Key Ring notes and organising fundraisers.
Your church needs you

ELECTORAL ROLL
If you wish to check if you are on the Roll they are in Church porches. If you would like 
to apply please contact Rita Stranger 01258 472331 
 
Tea and Chat
Many thanks to Helen Baxter and John Austin for being our hosts in March 
Our next get together will be in April, venue in Margaret Marsh
To be confirmed

THE ORCHARDS
BINGO 
A reminder that our bingo will be held at Manston Village Hall on Tuesday 4 April at 
7.30pm. Thank you for the donations of prizes received so far. Raffle prizes would be 
appreciated and help on the night, please contact Rita Stranger or Annie Barnes if you 
have any donations which will be really appreciated 
 
ST THOMAS’S 
We are still awaiting news of the way forward for East Orchard church.

SERVICES

Joint Services
Easter Sunday        16th April   Margaret Marsh 11.15am

Good Friday Meditation   14th April   Margaret Marsh    6.30pm
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in April
Sunday   2nd April        8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Good Friday 14th April  10.00 am Meditation 
Easter Sunday 16th April   11.15 am Holy Communion with Hymns 
Wednesdays       9.00 am Morning Prayer

Church Coffee Morning and Annual Meeting
On 1st April, there will be a coffee morning in the Church Hall from 10.00 am onwards.  
Everyone is welcome.  At 11.00 am, the coffee morning will be followed by the Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting, also in the Hall.  Everyone who lives in the parish is welcome 
to hear about what has been going on at St Mary’s in the last twelve months and those 
on the electoral roll will be able to vote for church officers.

Flower Rota
We are grateful to all those on the flower rota, who help to keep our church clean and 
welcoming.  Visitors to the church often remark on how beautiful the church looks 
and, in particular, how lovely the flowers are.  St Mary’s is a very rewarding church to 
decorate, especially at festivals, when the flower arrangers all work together to fill the 
church with flowers.
There is always room for new people on the rota.  If you enjoy flower arranging, why not 
join?  Members take it in turns to provide an arrangement - which works out to around 
twice a year.  If you are interested, please contact Sally Woodhouse (811236).  You will be 
a very welcome member of the team.

Prayer Board
Don’t forget that there is a prayer board at the back of church, where prayer requests 
can be posted by anyone.  It’s not necessary to include any details if you don’t want 
to; a first name is sufficient. We pray for those whose names are on the board every 
Wednesday morning, at Morning Prayer, for at least a month and members of the 
congregation also include them in their personal prayers.  If you know people who are 
troubled, even if they are not churchgoers, it’s often worth asking if they would like you 
to put a prayer request on the board.  Very often they would and they are grateful for 
the support. 
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Monday 10th April 
5.30pm  Motcombe   Meditation on the Stations of the Cross 
6.30pm  St Peter’s    ‘Sacred Space’ Reflective Holy Communion 
7.30pm   Enmore Green    Music & Reflection 

 

Tuesday 11th April  
5.30pm  Motcombe   Meditation on the Stations of the Cross 

 6.30pm  St Peter’s    ‘Sacred Space’ Evening Worship 
 8.00pm  St James’    Compline 
 

Wednesday 12th April  
 10.30am  St Peter’s    Holy Communion   

5.30pm  Motcombe   Meditation on the Stations of the Cross 
6.30pm  St Peter’s    ‘Sacred Space’ Stations of the Cross 

 8.00pm  St James’    Compline 
 

Maundy Thursday 
7.00pm             Motcombe   Parish Eucharist with Washing of Feet,  

Stripping of the Altar and Vigil 
7.00pm          St James’    Maundy Thursday Eucharist & Stripping of Altars 
7.30pm             St Peter’s   ‘Sacred Space’ Maundy Thursday Communion  

followed by Vigil 
Good Friday  
 9.45am  Enmore Green  Meditation at the Cross 
 10.00am  Compton Abbas  Meditation & Quiet Prayer 
 12.00 noon St Peter’s    All Age Worship 
 12.00 noon Melbury Abbas   Meditation & Quiet Prayer 
 1.00pm  St Peter’s    Silent Prayer 
 1.30pm  St James’    Good Friday Liturgy  
 2.00pm  St Peter’s    Devotions 
 2.00pm  Motcombe   Meditation & Prayer 
 6.30pm  St Peter’s    Music & Readings 
 6.30pm  Margaret Marsh  Good Friday Service 

7.45pm  Motcombe   Performance of Faure’s Requiem  
 

Easter Sunday  
 8.00am  St Peter’s    BCP Holy Communion 
 9.30am  St Peter’s    Parish Communion 
 9.30am  St James’    Parish Communion  
 9.30am  Motcombe   Parish Communion 

11.15am  Enmore Green   Parish Communion 
11.15am  Melbury Abbas  Parish Communion 
11.15am  Margaret Marsh  BCP Holy Communion  
11.15am  Compton Abbas  Parish Communion  

 
 We look forward to welcoming you. 


