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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@stmin.org.uk 

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                   01747 852193  simon@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Helen & Pam have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day of rest

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                    01747 852545  jan@stmin.org.uk 

Team administrator: Katy Ashman                                    01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 

office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Team Office will be closed Monday 1st May to Friday 5th May inclusive

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                      keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                      Tel. 01747 850821
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  Graham Dunlop                    01747 228581
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

Joys of Easter

One of my favourite Easter Carols (for that is what it is rather than a Hymn) is ‘Now the 
green blade riseth’ set to the French traditional tune Noël Nouvelet. (No 475 in the 
Orange book) I’m sure we will sing it at least a couple of times in the Easter season 
across our churches. I think it is great not only because of the wonderful dance-like 
minor-key melody provoking thought, but also because the words work on several 
levels bringing depth to the Easter message of joy and new life. The last line of each 
verse is always the same: ‘Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green’ and 
makes the analogy between God’s Love and the wheat that is sprouting afresh. So, 
when Jesus was laid in the tomb on Good Friday it was like Love had gone, just like 
wheat that lies unseen in the ground. But at Easter, Jesus comes forth: the wheat is 
freshly sprouting. We see it, as Mary Magdalen saw Jesus on that first Easter morning 
and his disciples saw him later, and Love is restored. But it is the last verse that captures 
our response for everyday situations; that when our hearts are grieving or in pain, it is 
God’s Love that calls us to life again. I also love the aspect that the original French carol, 
with its thirteen verses, is a Christmas carol, so in a musical way the incarnation of Jesus, 
when he is born in human form, is tied up with his returning in human form from the 
grave: Love, that has ‘come down’ to us at Christmas time, springs up again to us in the 
resurrection. But behind the celebration of Love there is the poignant reminder that the 
wheat was buried, that Jesus died and was in the tomb, and for three days it was as if 
things had ended bleakly.
Bishop Edward Conroy (Bishop of Ramsbury) said in the last edition of Grapevine             
(http://ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk/grapevine) that he found it easier to preach on Good 
Friday than Easter day because the pain of the crucifixion is more apparent than the 
resurrection. And while I can see his point, that statement leaves me feeling a little sad. 
For we can easily find ourselves conditioned to focus on the pain in the world, in Sudan, 
Syria as well in our own lives, and it then feels in disproportion to focusing on the life, 
the Love and freedom that our faith really brings us. And that is in no way belittling 
the reality of the pain in the world, but it is recognising that Love overcomes such pain 
(‘perfect Love casts out fear’ – 1 John 4.18).
Many people in the world are caught up being Good Friday; people not seeing, living 
in despair that things have gone, like wheat buried in the ground. But our faith in the 
resurrection should inspire us be Easter People who do see, who share good news and 
know God’s love so we can share it to others. Not even death will separate us from the 
Love of God that can fill this world as it fills our lives. And we can be the green shoots of 
the wheat sprouting to full potential and our churches come alive.
The next hymn in the Hymn book (No 476) should be our prayer as we move through 
the Easter season and on to Pentecost on June 4th – the second verse is ‘O breath of 
Love come breathe within us, renewing thought and will and heart; come, love of Christ, 
afresh to win us, revive your Church in every part!’.

http://ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk/grapevine
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Keep enjoying the Easter Good News.

If you would like to comment on this article, comment on our Facebook page 
http://facebook.com/ShaftesburyCofE 

Finding Your Hidden Treasure 
Silent meditation in the Christian tradition. 

“The most important journey in life is the journey inwards, to the depths of our own 
being. It is a journey we are all invited to make. It takes us beyond words and images 
into silence. The silence allows the restless mind to become still and in the stillness we 
enter a new world. We return to our hearts. Here we find our true selves. We discover an 
ancient way of finding God that has almost become lost. Slowly, we realise that we are 
in union with the source of life and love itself. Our whole life changes. Our goal is now 
to take God’s love to others in our everyday lives.” 

For the past two and a half years there have been fortnightly meetings for silent 
meditation and gentle Bible listening (lectio divina) at St Mary’s Church Gillingham. 
Mostly a group of 15 or so people have gathered (out of a larger group of 25-ish) to 
learn to pray in silence together and to support a daily practice of praying this way. 
The Revd Eve Pegler and I used the great little book “Finding your hidden treasure” by 
Benignus O’Rourke, from which the quotation is taken above, as a course guide for 64 
days of silent prayer which 20 people started and 10 people finished. So silence clearly 
isn’t always the right way to pray for everyone. As Ben and many others have said, let’s 
pray as we can not as we can’t. 

From time to time I have talked about how we have developed a silent prayer/
meditation group at diocesan events. As a result a few people have come along to see 
what we’ve been doing. Some have continued to attend, others have come once or 
twice perhaps with a view to beginning something in their own church. 

This has made us wonder whether we might more deliberately offer an opportunity to 

http://facebook.com/ShaftesburyCofE
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people from other churches to see if others might like to come along on a one off basis, 
or on a more steady basis, to read Ben’s book, to meditate with us for a while perhaps 
before beginning something back in their own church or group of churches. 
Having spoken to our Rural Dean, the Revd Simon Chambers, Eve and I would like to 
offer this to anyone reading this magazine to see if you would like to come along and 
pray with us. We certainly don’t want to ‘teach our grandmothers to suck eggs’ and on 
the other hand, Thomas Merton reminds us that we will all always be beginners. It’s 
a very inclusive group, we welcome people who come to other forms of church and 
those who come to no other form of church. 

If you are interested the dates and times for our meetings in May are Saturday the 13th 
and Friday the 26th both at 10am. and Thursday the 11th at 7.30pm. We meet in St 
Mary the Virgin church in Gillingham. To help us get an idea of numbers who might be 
interested or if you would like to know more please can you be in touch with me, Peter 
Greenwood, either on 01747 822435 or greenwood@macace.net 

Do come, it’s great. 

Revd Peter Greenwood 
Rector, Gillingham and Milton on Stour 

“My estate agent found me this place.  I said I wanted a home that requires no 
gardening, and no painting.  A place where the weather is perfect and the 

neighbours never complain about my music...”

mailto:greenwood@macace.net
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Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707

          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk

Situated in Shaftesbury our homes have been providing the highest
quality care for 28 years.  We warmly welcome residents at all levels of

dependency and our dedicated team provide for detailed individual needs.

If you would like to visit us, please call on

01747 854699 (Castle Hill) 01747 852860 (Cedars)

Email:  admin@cedarscastlehill.co.uk
   Web:  www.cedarscastlehill.co.uk
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Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at

Shaftesbury Town Hall
at 10.00am

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.
For details contact Keith Aylen

Tel. 01747 851018

David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

Holistic and complementary Therapies
Private Tuition and Group classes, 

workshops and events
Yoga, Pilates, Tai chi, Qigong, 
Meditation and Mindfulness

Strengthen the body, calm the mind
Courses for all levels and abilities

Please contact Sally
07873 336662

mail@yogaindorset.com
www.thespaceshaftesbury.co.uk

Shaftesbury Town Twinning 
Association

Bingo Evening at the Royal British 
Legion Hall on Friday 7th April at 7.00 
for 7.30pm.  Tea/coffee will be provided.  
Bring your own wine/beer.
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St Peter’s

St Peter’s Director of Music / Organist
Following an open recruitment process, Harold Jackson has been appointed Director 
of Music and Organist at St Peter’s Church. Harold is a highly accomplished organist 
and choir trainer who has been supporting the music at St Peter’s on a temporary basis 
since the retirement of Greg Underwood. It is very good to welcome him formally to 
the St Peter’s team following his permanent appointment.
The Revd Helen Dawes

Music News 1: concert July 1st
On Saturday, 1st July, there will be a Concert at St Peter’s Church given by St Peter’s 
Special Choir with members of Wilton Parish Church Choir and a number of soloists. The 
programme will include a performance of the choral suite version of ‘The Armed Man: 
A Mass for Peace’ by the contemporary Welsh composer, Karl Jenkins. It was composed 
in 1999 and commissioned by the Royal Armouries to mark the transition from one 
millennium to another. It reflects on the passing of ‘the most war-torn and destructive 
century in human history’ and looks forward to a more peaceful future. ‘The Armed Man’  
is dedicated to the victims of the Kosovo conflict, whose tragedy was unfolding as it 
was being composed. 

Karl Jenkins became a well-known composer after he produced Adiemus: 
Songs of Sanctuary in 1994 in which he demonstrates his skill of fusing different styles 
of music, from classical to pop as well as musical styles from different cultures from 
around the world. It also managed to top the classical album charts.

If anyone would like to get involved in this concert, please do get in touch with 
Harold Jackson on harold.jacksonorganist@gmail.com or have a chat after a service. 
Rehearsals will be on Thursdays from 7pm.

Music News 2: consider joining our choir
St Peter’s always welcomes new members of the choir. If you would like to join the choir, 
please get in touch with the Director of Music, Harold Jackson. We would welcome any 
voices, of any age, but especially sopranos. You don’t have to be able to read music and 
you don’t have to be a ‘solo singer’, having featured on ‘The Voice’ or ‘Britain’s got Talent’, 
just someone who would love to have a go at singing in church.

Flower Festival
St Peter’s will hold a flower festival from Friday June 30th until Sunday July 2nd. On the 
afternoon of July 2nd the Bishop of Sherborne has been invited to help us celebrate 
St Peter’s day, and the 40th anniversary of the Church’s re-dedication after being 
redundant for several years.

mailto:harold.jacksonorganist@gmail.com


9

This is an excellent opportunity to make a donation for flowers for an arrangement in 
memory of someone special.  If you are interested in doing so, please talk to Barbara 
Skull.

Operation Christmas Child
If you are following the 10 month plan to fill a shoe box for a child in need, in May we 
will be concentrating on games to play with others such as dominoes, draughts, jenga, 
cards such as snap, but we are asked NOT to include the 4-suit variety. Do think about 
the age of child you are buying for; snap is probably not suitable for the 10-14 year old 
group.
When you have made your purchase, pop it in your shoe box if you are intending to 
make up your own box, or bring it into St Peter’s and place it in the small swing bin in 
the tower area.

From the Registers
Funeral: March 15, Freda Burton

Diary
At press time early in April, the May diary included these events. Please check the 
weekly notice or contact the Team Office for any subsequent changes (and please note 
that the Office will close at noon on Friday April 28, re-opening 9am Monday May 9. 
Emails may not be monitored in this time):

Sunday 7th May,     3.00pm:   Spring Concert by Shaftesbury Town Band in St Peter’s
Saturday 13th May,  8.30am:  Men’s Breakfast, meet in St Peter’s
Tuesday 16th May,                     PCC Meeting
Saturday 20th May 10.30am:  Doughnut Time
Tuesday 23rd May,   7.30pm:   Sing and Praise
Saturday 27th May,   9.00am:  Ministry Team Prayers and meeting at St Peters
Sunday 28th May,     3.00pm:  Baptism Service
Monday 29th May,  All Day:     Team Office Closed – Bank Holiday

Philosophy Lesson - a long way after Descartes

I think therefore I am - I think....                                                                                                                                        
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St James’ Church

St James’ Church Sudan Sale raises record amount  

Many thanks to all who helped with the 10th annual ‘Recycling and Vintage’ sale on 
11th March (and the set up on the Friday). Thanks to the BVM it was well advertised and 
drew large crowds of buyers to a Town Hall that was full of an amazing selection of 
bric-a-brac, china, glass, pictures, curios and ‘Vintage’ items. The atmosphere was very 
friendly (helped by tea and delicious cakes and flans) and the total raised so far is over 
£3,200 which will go to provide medical aid to South Sudan. In addition, three car loads 
of hand tools/ typewriters/ sewing machines and screws/ nails have gone to Tool Aid 
Ringwood who refurbish them and send them to developing countries. 
     This year’s sale worked so well and raised so much as we were given the opportunity 
to help ‘clear’ two houses where the elderly occupants had gone into care. It is always 
a difficult time when someone dies or has to move from a house they have lived in for 
a long time and we don’t want to be seen as ‘vultures’. But we can help, advising on the 
value of items (we don’t expect gifts of very valuable items), where things might go 
(to auction or with furniture to other charities for example) making sure that as much 
as possible is re-cycled, and clearing with a sensitivity to the feelings of the family. 
And there is the understanding that whatever we are given will benefit someone less 
fortunate. 
     We are therefore asking people, if they become aware of anyone having to dispose 
of the contents of a house, to enquire discreetly if we might be able to help (an act of 
service and support) and at the same time gather saleable items for next year’s sale. 
This does not have to be in Shaftesbury, we are happy to travel a reasonable distance.
So, if you can help, or if you are clearing a shed, garage or loft and think that you have 
something for next year’s sale (it makes things much easier if we can collect well in 
advance) then please contact: Julian Richards email julian@archaemedia.co.uk  Tel 
(01747) 851531

‘Art in Worship’  the Bishop of Salisbury talks at St James’

On the 16th March St James was delighted to welcome the Bishop of Salisbury who 
came to give a talk entitled ‘Art in Worship’. The Bishop was formerly at the Church of 
St Martin in the Fields in London, just across Trafalgar Square from the National Gallery, 
from where some of his examples were taken. It was fascinating to hear quite familiar 
pictures analysed in a more spiritual way with figures identified and the composition 
of the picture explained in terms of the story it was intended to tell. It was also very 
interesting to hear how some intensely spiritual paintings were the works of artists 
whose lifestyle was far from religious!.     
     The Bishop then went on to talk about the role of contemporary art in places of 
worship, with examples, including the stunning font, from Salisbury cathedral. This was 
a thought provoking talk, exploring the idea of using works created by artists of many 
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different faiths in a Christian context. It was greatly enjoyed by a full church who stayed 
for tea and chat, raising over £400 for St James Church and Community Together fund. 
This will soon result in a better lit, brighter and more accessible building for the use of 
the whole community.    
J.C.R. 

Abbey School

The second half of the Spring term has been another busy one for Abbey school. 
There has been a one-day OFSTED inspection. Members of staff report that the 
inspector was very pleasant and approachable. The report has not yet been received. 
Also, in a separate inspection of the school kitchen, the school was awarded 5 stars.
Sadly, for Abbey, Miss Kiddle, who taught Year 1 and was responsible for the teaching 
of R.E. throughout the school, has left to take up a post with the Diocesan Board of 
Education. She will be missed.
A visit from Ian Griffin, a tennis coach, was greatly enjoyed, with each year group having 
the opportunity to try out its tennis skills.  The last week of term included a Poetry 
Recital, attended by families and friends, when three entries from each year group were 
judged, with a prize awarded for the best reading in each group. The standard was very 
high, both for reciting and the children’s choice of poems.  Also, there was an Easter 
competition for the best-decorated egg. The children were asked to decorate their 
egg as a self-portrait, with some very interesting results! Judging was difficult as all the 
entries showed great creative skill.  We look forward to a sunny Summer term when the 
beautiful grounds can be used to full advantage.                                     
 J.W.

From The Registers
Baptisms
Sunday 12th March –   Isla Grace Gale
Sunday 26th March  - Teddy Michael Pretlove-Tealey 
Sunday 2nd April -        Arlo Harry Oscar Barnes and Darcie Evelyn Cundick 
Sunday 9th April –        Alisha Rose Sainsbury

Important Dates for Your Diary

Sunday May 7th – APCM following 10.0am service – “Bring and Share lunch” at 
12.30pm.

Friday 12th May at 5.30pm.  St Mary’s School Choir to perform in church under the 
direction of Derek Harris.  About one hour of performance – followed by a glass of wine 
or soft drink – donations.

Sunday 14th May at 6.00pm.  Pilgrim Service
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Tuesday 23rd May at 7.30pm. Gillingham Singers Spring Concert, in St James’ church. 
MD Charles Hetherington with Emma Hetherington on violin and David Grierson on 
piano. Programme includes The Sprig of Thyme, a cycle of folk-song settings by John 
Rutter and  A Little Night-Music, part-songs and jazz songs on a theme. Refreshments. 
Tickets £8 from Hilary Tel 01747 823451or on the door.

Thursday May 25th Ascension Day – 7.00pm – Team Service at St James’.

Saturday & Sunday 10th/11th June  2.30pm to 4.30pm – Garden open with Cream Teas 
at Philippa and Nick Forrest’s – Oaklands, East Orchard SP7 0LQ.

Sunday 18th June  2.30pm to 5.30pm “The Great Get Together”. This is a countrywide 
initiative launched by Jamie Oliver and The Duchess of Cornwall to celebrate the life of 
murdered MP Jo Cox. A chance for Community and Church to get together and to send 
the message that there is more that unites us than divides us.  Archbishop Justin Welby 
says ‘The Great Get Together is an excellent opportunity for all of us to strengthen the 
ties that bind us - as local communities and as a country – and to practise our values of 
hospitality, welcome and generosity, which are a gift that the followers of Jesus Christ 
can model for the benefit of our wider society.’
We are holding a Vintage Tea Party in the grounds of St James’ Church with games and 
light entertainment.  More information to follow in the June issue of Key Ring.                                                                                    

Weekend of Celebration for the 150-year Anniversary of the Dedication of 
St James’ Church on 24th August 1857

Saturday 22nd July at 7.30pm.  Concert by the Royal Court Players, followed by 
refreshments. Ticket price to be agreed. 

Sunday 23rd July at 10am.  Joint Patronal/ Dedication service with Bishop Nicholas. 
Followed by freshly ground coffee, a glass of sherry and celebration cake.  
3pm.  Entertainment, to be discussed, in church. One hour followed by afternoon tea.

There will be themed floral displays in the church, also artwork, and any relevant 
information appertaining to the Dedication from archive material.
It promises to be a fantastic weekend!
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St Johns, Enmore Green
May  2017

Wednesday 3rd May  – Coffee Morning
10.00am in the Church Hall
All Welcome         

Saturday 13 May – St. John’s in the Town Hall
10.00am to 2.00pm.
Our annual visit up the Hill.  This year we are reverting to our usual style of stalls and 
refreshments.  Stalls so far are:  Bric a brac, books, cakes and produce, plants, greetings 
cards.   And instead of a Tombola, a Raffle for which we can sell tickets beforehand,  Last 
year we were given a splendid Virginia Hayward hamper to be the winning prize.  It 
was such a success that we plan to make up our own special Hamper this year.  For 
this we need to collect up-market food items – the sort of things you wouldn’t buy in 
a weekly shop, such as a jar of pate, nice chutney, luxury jam, savoury or sweet biscuits, 
chocolates etc. Items should be long-dated. If you can help us with this or provide 
something for any of the other Stalls we shall be very grateful. Ring Elizabeth Preston 
on 01747 850654 if you would like anything collected, or if you could sell some raffle 
tickets for us. 
There will be several other quality prizes. 

The Friends of St. John’s will be looking after the culinary side of 
things – not yet agreed but the bacon butties last year were very 

The four most satisfying words in our language:

“I told you so”
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01747 229249         07415 890038



WASHING MACHINE 
REPAIRS

                                                                                                                                                     
Est 1972

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO 
ALL TYPES OF WASHING 

MACHINES AND TWIN TUBS
OAP DISCOUNTS 

24 HOUR SERVICE 
SET LABOUR FEE

NEW MACHINES AVAILABLE

PREMIER 
ELECTRICS 
0800 592107

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard. SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have 
enough room to put them up?

Rates - £35 per head per night B&B reduced to £30 for associates 
of locals and members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin bedded room, all en-suite.
Living room with a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV 

and have breakfast.
Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365

OLD BOOKS
BOUGHT

 
Should you have old books surplus 

to your needs we are very happy 
to call, entirely without obligation,

and, if suitable, make an offer. 
We also wish to purchase old 

albums of postcards and 
photographs. Also handwritten 
items, e.g. old letters, diaries, 

autographs etc.
We have been buying in Dorset for 

50 years.
Bristow & Garland 01747 855666
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11.15am
Family
Service
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Rogation Ser-
vice at Lower 
Breach Farm, 
West Orchard
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J & T 
WINDOW CLEANING

Your local, traditional 
window cleaner.  

We are able to clean and clear 
out guttering

 We also undertake complete 
conservatory cleans

Please phone Jess and Tim
on 01747 590090/

07724 455128

5* Gold Award Updown Cottage
luxury self-catering on Gold Hill

Simon & Jane Colston          07710 307202
www.updowncottage.co.uk

J O S E P H  P E A C O C K
PA I N T E R  &  D E C O R AT O R

0 7 9 6 7  6 6 4 4 4 6

I N T E R I O R  *  E X T E R I O R  *  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S
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SHAFTESBURY TOWN TWINNING

ASSOCIATION

Annual Exchanges with Brionne 
(France) and Lindlar (Germany).

Further informati on -

Clare Huxley, Associati on Chair

01747 855790 or

www.shaft esburytwinning.org.uk

Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Budgens Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

A Flower Festival will held in St Mary’s on the weekend of 12th-14th May. The theme is 
“Melodies from Motcombe”.  There are a great variety of community groups taking part 
and it promises to be a wonderful display.  Opening times are: Friday 12noon – 5.00pm; 
Saturday 10.00am – 5.00pm; Sunday 11.00am – 5.00pm (everyone is welcome to join us 
for our Communion service at 9.30am).There will be refreshments, including cream teas, 
available on the Sunday afternoon. For more information please contact Sarah Cann on 
01747 852399, Ann Bayfield on 01747 853337 or Ann Surtees on 01747 229397.

Services in May

Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday, and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

Sunday    7 May     11.15am Holy Communion (BCP) 

Sunday  14 May       9.30am Parish Communion 

Sunday  21 May       8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
      9.30am The Gathering – a relaxed service with    
                                                                              discussion over coffee
      3.00pm Messy Church in the School Hall  

Sunday  28 May       9.30am Parish Communion 

Sunday   4 June      11.15am              Holy Communion (BCP)

Motcombe School news
Motcombe had a three day Challenge Partner review this term and we welcomed two 
inspectors to our school. The report was extremely positive and commented lots on 
leadership, behaviour, ethos and outcomes. The report stated:

‘The school benefits from the leadership of a highly skilled and inspirational 
Headteacher and a loyal group of hard-working staff. The school’s motto is ‘Faith, 
Friendship, Learning, Laughter’ and these aspects were fully evident during the review. 
Motcombe is a place where the pupils always come first.’ 

‘Pupils are confident, articulate learners who are happy to share their learning and 
discuss issues with each other or with the adults in the classroom. As a result of the 
high-quality teaching they receive, pupils are very adept at using the appropriate 
vocabulary any strand of learning requires. Teachers ensure that learning is fun at all 
times, adding to high levels of engagement and establishing excellent behaviours 
for learning. Consistently high-order questioning probes and challenges pupils’ 
understanding and contributes directly to improved outcomes.’
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As you can understand, all staff, children, parents and carers were extremely proud of 
the report.

Children from all year groups have engaged in a big art project led by Pauline Dawkins 
White to create a piece of artwork on our school field. We are making this in memory of 
Christine Mumford and it will provide a place of beauty for children to enjoy for many 
years to come.

We finished the term with a Dance Extravaganza where all children and staff danced 
their hearts out in a competition on the final day. Whilst this was an amazing end to the 
Spring term it was tinged with sadness as we said goodbye to Daisy Cordingley, our 
year five teacher and to Rhiannon Tidby. Mrs Tidby has been an inspirational Head for 
the last five and a half years and leaves Motcombe to start as an Executive Head for East 
Somerset Federation. Whilst we wish her all the very best she will leave an empty place 
in all our hearts.

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2017   

Red envelope week again – how quickly the last year has flown past, and our loyal band 
of volunteers will be pounding the highways and byways from May 14th.  Please receive 
them kindly and make their efforts worthwhile if you can.  Everyone must be aware of 
the current need for whatever donations can be managed, and rather than expound 
on situations that are to the forefront of the media, I would like to quote the story of 
Michael, in South Sudan which was the subject of a January communication from HQ:

“When soldiers began looting and murdering in Michael’s village, he and his family 
had to flee to the swamps.  Michael is in his eighties and his eyesight is weak.  Imagine 
being guided through dark, waist-high water when you’re fleeing for your life.  Michael’s 
neighbours had to help him to safety.  Most of us can’t comprehend the enormity 
of the loss and upheaval he faced.  When he returned home, Michael found his few 
possessions had all been stolen.  But because of people like you, Christian Aid’s partner 
organisation was there.  We provided fishing hooks and nets so Michael could feed his 
family and get back on his feet.”

One small example amongst many and we haven’t even touched on the devastating 
results of the current famine and the enormity of the tasks facing the partner 
organisations. Please help if you can – if not financially, then with your prayers.  Both will 
be deeply appreciated.                                                                                
SB                           
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St Mary’s, Compton Abbas

Services in May

Sunday  7th May        8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 21st May    11.15 am Rogation Service at The Old Forge,  Twyford 
Wednesdays        9.00 am Morning Prayer

Joy and Henry Moule
On 17th March, Joy and Henry Moule moved to Salisbury, after almost fifty years in 
Compton Abbas.  They were presented with a copy of England’s Cathedrals by Simon 
Jenkins, inscribed: 
“To Joy and Henry, with love from everyone at St Mary’s, Compton Abbas, in gratitude 
for all you have contributed to the church and the village over the past fifty years.” 
We were very sad to see them go, but we wish them well in their new home in Salisbury 
and hope they will come back to visit us before long.

A “Farewell” Quarter Peal
On March 7th, five members of the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers rang a Quarter 
Peal on the bells at Compton Abbas as a “farewell” compliment to Henry Moule, who 
had been a regular ringer in this church for forty-five years.

Rogation Service
Our Rogation Service on 21st May will once again be held at The Old Forge in Twyford, 
by kind permission of Sue Ryan.  There will be shelter if it rains, but we hope to be able 
to hold the service outside, looking across the surrounding fields.  There is limited 
parking at The Old Forge itself, so if you are coming by car, please watch out for 
marshals who will tell you where to park.

Mothering Sunday Service
On 26th March – for the first time in recent years - we had a short afternoon service for 
Mothering Sunday.  There were posies for the children to present and the service was 
followed by tea and cakes in church.  We hope to follow this up with a second ‘Tea and 
Stories’ afternoon sometime next term.  Look out for more details in Key Ring, on the 
Team website and on the village notice boards.

Annual Meeting
We held a coffee morning on Saturday 1st May, followed by our APCM.  Reporting 
on the past year, Revd. Helen said how encouraging it was that our average Sunday 
congregation is increasing and that Morning Prayer on Wednesdays is now established 
as a regular service.  The PCC and Church Wardens were re-elected for another year.
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

7th May                   9.30am       Parish Communion 
14th May   No service in St Thomas’s 
21st May  11.15am    Rogation Sunday 
28th May  11.15am    Matins 
4th June     9.30am    Pet Service [tbc] 
11th June  No service in St Thomas’s 

OTHER DATES FOR THE DIARY 

27th May 10am   Churchyard tidy session 

St Thomas’s needs you!     At the time of going to press the annual meeting of the 
Parochial Church Council is still to take place, but at least three of the eight PCC 
members are likely to stand down or to give notice of standing down.  This is after 
many years of dedicated service.  Amongst others, we will lose our Hon. Secretary 
and, at the end of the year, our Treasurer.  If the church is to continue to serve the 
community along current lines, we will need to replace these volunteers in the next 
few months.  If you feel that you can serve the community by taking on one of these 
roles, and would like to find out what is involved, please contact either the Team Vicar 
[the Revd. Dr Simon Chambers - 852193], our Churchwarden [Jon Dakin - 855976] or the 
Hon. Secretary [Robert Crichton - 853942].

Clerk of Works Matters        The Chancel Window.  One of the stained glass chancel 
windows was damaged by a vandal last year.  John Porter has kindly arranged a 
temporary repair and applied for a faculty to repair it properly.  The Diocesan Advisory 
Committee have asked for more detail relating to the repair quotes and the matter is in 
hand. 

The North Transept Window.  The North Transept window is double paned and, over 
the years, cobwebs, grime and dirt have accumulated between the glass making 
window cleaning next to impossible.  This has a significant effect on the natural light 
in the transept area of the church.  The Salisbury Cathedral Works Department have 
been approached for some technical advice and Jon Dakin and Rodney Atwood are 
preparing a faculty application. 

News From the Bell Tower

The lighter evenings bring their pros and cons.  The ringing team at Melbury has been 
practising through the winter on their usual Monday evenings and it is great to be able 
to turn up in the daylight at last.  However, once again the birds have been trying to 
invade the tower for nesting purposes.  This year it is Bell 5 which has been affected.  
Hopefully by Easter our Bell Tower Captain, David Wheeler, assisted by Rodney Attwood 
will have cleared them out.
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

APCM
Thank you to those who attended the meeting at St Luke’s on 3rd April.

Lent Lunches
Thank you too to all those who made soup or helped with the Lunches on Friday 
31 March.

Tea and Chat
The May Tea and Chat will be held at Holly Bank, East Orchard, the home of Ray 
and Annie Barnes on Wednesday 17th May at 2.30pm. Everyone welcome.

SERVICES
Rogation service Sunday 14th May 11.15am at Lower Breach Farm, West 
Orchard, home of Les and Thelma Gould

The Orchards
Many thanks to all who supported our Easter Bingo by giving prizes, supplying 
refreshments or taking part. Although numbers were less than expected we made 
a profit of £370 towards church funds.
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SUPPORT FOR FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT FROM SHAFTESBURY 
COUNCILLORS

A successful Fairtrade event was held on Saturday 11th March in Shaftesbury by the 
Shaftesbury Fairtrade Group. Refreshments, made with as many Fairtrade ingredients as 
possible, were served to energise the many visitors inspecting the various stalls selling 
goods from Africa - baskets, bags, jewellery, dishes, coasters, tea, coffee, chocolate – as 
well as locally produced wool from Shaftesbury Home Grown, hand-made chutneys, 
goods from Palestine and the Co-operative store. There was also information about a 
charity helping children in Africa and a display from a visitor to Palestine.
The event was supported by Shaftesbury Town Council members, the Mayor John 
Lewer, the Deputy Mayor Lester Taylor and newly elected Councillor Jeanne Loader, 
who attended as well as a steady flow of visitors throughout the afternoon, keeping the 
helpers in the kitchen busy serving tea and cakes. As Shaftesbury is a Fairtrade Town 
the Group were very grateful for the interest and presence of the town councillors and 
the many visitors who showed such attention and generosity.
Donations totalled £140, which will be divided equally between the Shaftesbury 
Fairtrade Group (to help promote Fairtrade) and Traidcraft Exchange, the charity arm 
of Traidcraft. This year the Traidcraft Exchange is focussing on helping farming families 
develop skills and practices to enable them to deal with the drought and shorter 
growing season brought about by climate change. For more information and/or to join 
the Group visit www.shaftesburyfairtrade.org.uk
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Fri, 10.00am to 1.00pm Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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The Shaftesbury Team Autumn Retreat 
22nd – 24th September 2017

The Cry of the Heart:  
praying and praising with the psalms

The retreat will be led by Revd Canon Jane Charman, Diocesan Director of 
Ministry.  It will run from 6pm on Friday 22nd September to after tea on Sunday 24th 
September 2016 at Glastonbury Abbey House, Chilkwell Street, Glastonbury, 
BA6 8DH

The total price for the weekend is £144 per person.  Please pay either the full 
amount or a deposit of £30 per person when you send the booking form.  The last 
date for booking places is Tuesday 29th August 2017 and the full amount needs to 
be paid by the end of August 2017.
 
Cheques should be made out to:  Shaftesbury Team Ministry.
Please return the form below to: 
Gillian Cross, Wayside, Twyford, Shaftesbury, SP7 0JG
Tel: 01747 811263         Email: gillian@gilliancross.co.uk

Name………………………………………………,…..………………….

Address…………………………………………….....................................

....................................................................................Postcode……………

Telephone: ………………..  Email :……...……………………………….

Special dietary requirements………………………………………………

Do you have difficulty with stairs?..........………………………………….

Deposit……………………..Full payment………………………

Please return this form, with your cheque, to:
Gillian Cross, Wayside, Twyford, Shaftesbury, Dorset, SP7 0JG

mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
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COPY  DEADLINE FOR 
THE JUNE ISSUE OF 

KEY RING IS
FRIDAY  13TH MAY

AT 5PM

35

To advertise here contact the 
Team O�  ce on 01747 853060 
or e-mail o�  ce@Sha� esbury 

CofE.org.uk

In your time of need we are here to take 
care of all your funeral 

requirements

Call us 24 hours a day

Newbury
Gillingham

Dorset
SP8 4QL

Tel:  01747 822494

Newell
Sherborne

Dorset
DT9 4EZ

Tel:  01935 813479

Dignity Caring Funeral Services
Pre Paid Funeral Plans available

Memorial Consultants
Floristry Advice

Funeral Stationery

Part of Dignity plc.  A British Company



  

                   When April with its sweet-smelling showers 
  Has pierced the drought of March to the root, 
  Then folk long to go on pilgrimages, 
  To distant shrines, known in various lands; 
  And specially from every shire’s end
  Of England to Canterbury they travel, 
  To seek the holy blessed martyr, 
  Who helped them when they were sick.

GEOFFREY CHAUCER   “Canterbury Tales Prologue”  Translation © Librarius


