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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                    01747 852193  simon@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy.mais47@gmail.com

Curate:   The Revd Kevin Martin kevin@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
   01747 229706

Helen.  Pam  and Kevin have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Katy Ashman                               01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 

office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                      keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                      Tel. 01747 850821
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

Life in St James Vicarage has changed recently with the addition of three kittens. We 
have had them now for about three months and they seem to grow each time you look 
at them. All sisters, they started with us as small snuggly bundles of fur and now they 
are, well, what you can only describe as ‘going through the teenage years’: lots of sleep, 
and then crazy dashing around the house, fighting and experimenting. Like teenagers, 
they are also testing the boundaries of what they can and can’t do, so we have daring 
leaps off things with sometimes amazing landings and at other times impressive 
falls often causing much mayhem and mess, although they always come out of it 
unscathed. They also have a seemingly endless capacity to keep themselves amused, 
if it is not with their favourite tinkly-bell toy they can also chase each other’s tails and 
even go around and around in small circles chasing their own. There is so much life 
in our kittens. They already have clearly defined personalities with Splodge being 
the most vocal and demanding and Fidget the most persistent at destroying things 
(paper-tearing a worrying favourite) All this craziness is a good distraction from the 
fact that it is not yet spring and apart from the snowdrops giving hope, we are often 
if we are honest, not at our emotional best. And on top of this Lent is upon us, which 
can seem a rather depressing prospect. But Lent is a good time to take time to look at 
ourselves with sympathetic eyes and to see what is important in our lives. Lent can be 
a great time to stop wanting something different in our lives and for us to realise what 
we already have, and so realise we are blessed. It’s a time to discover that we have so 
many blessings both outwardly and inwardly. More than this it is a time to realise just 
what we have received knowing Jesus; that our lives are changed because he brings 
forgiveness of sins and therefore freedom to our lives. When we receive this insight, we 
discover true deep joy in our lives. We can be filled with joy which enables us to go out 
and have as much life as our kittens display, and we can also discover (or maybe re-
discover) our true God-given personalities like theirs.

I’m very worried about the third kitten, apparently as yet unchristened (Ed)



4

John Schofield (7 September, 1929 – 30 November, 2017)

The church of St Mary’s, Compton Abbas was overflowing on 18th  December for the 
funeral service for Revd John Schofield.  Friends had come from both far and near 
to celebrate his life.  John was reading history at Jesus College, Oxford and a keen 
oarsman when he switched to theology.  Training for ordination followed.  He never 
doubted that his religious calling had been a true one.  His ministry was varied.  It 
included the 1960s challenges of Blaydon on Tyne, work in East Africa and at St Paul’s 
Boys School, and serving as Chairman of Friends of the Elderly, before he and his 
wife Paddy retired to Bishops Barn on Foots Hill.  Their home became a monument 
to the craftsmanship and artistry of both John and Paddy and a haven of happiness 
and affection. Sadly, Paddy died after only three years in Cann, but on her death John 
stepped up to continue the good things she had done as well as his own.  This was 
admirably described in his son Mark’s eulogy at the service.

John continued his ministry in retirement, helping the Shaftesbury team when called 
upon.  His sermons were thoughtful, amusing and thought provoking, sometimes 
showing his love of poetry. Parishioners at both Compton and Melbury looked forward 
eagerly to those occasions when John officiated.  He worshipped regularly at Compton 
in a church which he loved, and which holds reminders of his skill and generosity.  He 
made both the altar in the side chapel and the large frontal chest, and he designed and 
donated a frontal in memory of his wife. 
He threw himself into varied aspects of local life, among other things being chairman 
of the North Dorset Branch of CPRE (Campaign for the Protection of Rural England).  
For over thirty years, he was a delightful friend to many in Foots Hill. He entertained 
liberally, hosting frequent dinner parties which reflected his wide-ranging interests, 
depth of reading and circle of friends.  Conversations with John were always 
fascinating  - never confined to the usual social chit-chat.  He was a most devoted and 
generous father and grandfather. 

John had written an ‘Apologia’ specially for his service.  Despite its self-deprecating 
humour which all present knew so well, he reflected on questions of ministry, faith and 
our purpose on this earth.  It demonstrated John’s profound belief that (to quote), ‘as St 
Paul said, nothing we do for God is ever lost or ever wasted’.

He will be very much missed.

Whilst the convention is that in Key Ring obituaries should be limited to 200 words 
(See issue of February 2017, page 30) an exception has been made in this case 
because Revd Schofield served and was known throughout the Team (Ed)
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Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707

          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk

Situated in Shaftesbury our homes have been providing the highest
quality care for 28 years.  We warmly welcome residents at all levels of

dependency and our dedicated team provide for detailed individual needs.

If you would like to visit us, please call on

01747 854699 (Castle Hill) 01747 852860 (Cedars)

Email:  admin@cedarscastlehill.co.uk
   Web:  www.cedarscastlehill.co.uk
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L.P.A.s

As I write this we are at the start of a New Year and I hope that it will be happy and 
healthy and that we can be there to give  comfort and hope to anyone who is ill, 
unhappy or in need. 

Every three years Lay Pastoral Assistants along with Lay Worship Leaders have to be re-
commissioned  in Salisbury  Cathedral - this year on  21st April. We have to ensure that 
our Safeguarding is up to date and we have gone on the necessary courses to achieve 
this. 

As LPAs we go into care homes to offer Communion and into people’s homes if they are 
unable to get to church. We are also there if anyone  - for whatever reason - would like 
prayer or just a visit.

Please do not hesitate if you feel you would like to talk to one of us at any time.

Ann D

Christian Aid Lent Lunches 2018

Firstly the local committee would like to wish you all a happy and healthy 2018 and 
secondly to let you know that our annual series of Lent Lunches begins on Friday 
16th February.  It seems no time at all since we were planning for last year and what a 
lot has happened since. There have been some extraordinary events – some a cause 
for celebration and others a cause for great concern – but such is life.  Christian Aid, 
like many of the other agencies have been stretched to the limit as human need 
has reached epic proportions in various parts of the world.  Your support has been 
invaluable and we hope that you will continue to support us in the coming year.  As 
many of you already know, there are six lunches on each of the Fridays in Lent – held 
as usual in the Shaftesbury Town Hall between noon and 1.30pm.  The fare is home 
made soup, bread and cheese and tea or coffee for which there is no set charge.  We 
rely entirely on donations.  Over the years the lunches have become a feature of our 
Lent observance and are a great place to meet friends, exchange news and break bread 
together.  Everyone is welcome and we look forward to seeing you on one or more of 
the Fridays.                                                                                                    

SB
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 St Peter’s

Operation Christmas Child
Sixty-seven filled and wrapped shoe boxes destined for children who have little or 
nothing were blessed and sent on the first stage of their journey from St Peter’s on 12th 
November. In time we will be told where they were sent, so watch this space! 
 
There were criticisms of Operation Christmas Child in the media in October 
and November last year. These originated from a parent of a child at a school in 
Bournemouth, participating in the scheme.  However, it was later found that the 
accusations were baseless, and that the father who had made them has a track record 
of causing problems for charities and was referred to the Charity Commission for 
further investigation.  

There can be no doubt that the boxes reach their destinations efficiently and that the 
recipients, irrespective of faith or ethnicity, get great pleasure from them. As Christians 
we have been commissioned to be the hands, feet and eyes of Jesus, and to love one 
another as he has loved us, so giving pleasure to children in need in this way must be 
worthwhile. 

Elizabeth Selwood

A parable for our time as St Peter’s seeks a new churchwarden
(Loosely based on fact)
There was once a very shy young man who was asked by his friends to be the 
churchwarden.  This sorely troubled him as he did not think himself worthy or righteous 
enough and, as it was the tradition in this church, he would have to speak to the entire 
congregation as they left the weekly service.  However, his friends continued to press 
him and he reluctantly took up the post.
In spite of his shyness, he soon found ways of talking to all the different people and 
learnt many other new skills.  How to read the lessons and give out notices, how to deal 
with the drunks at the Christmas Midnight Service, how to manage an interregnum and 
get money to repair the church tower.
In doing all these things he slowly became a more confident person. He even began 
to enjoy talking and getting to know the people in the congregation and was quite 
surprised at the responsibilities that he could take.  In his workday life this new 
confidence gained him preference in his firm and a growing reputation, amongst a 
widening spectrum of friends and contacts, of being someone who would get things 
done.
His years of office soon passed and it was time for his retirement so once again the 
parish were seeking a new warden.  But, such was his standing that few felt able to take 
his place, until at last, someone else reluctantly came forward and, with the blessing of 
the parishioners, followed in his footsteps of learning and growing into the role.
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Once again the Lord moved in mysterious ways, but one parish was fortified with a new 
churchwarden and one young man lost his shyness and grew into a more confidant 
“pillar of the church.”

John Parker

A Vision Shared
When, nearly three years ago, my wife died, I was wondering what the next stage of my 
journey would be like.  I had largely looked after her during the last three years of her 
life and now that role had ended. What did God have in store for me now? It certainly 
was a time of change but I did not know that He would rekindle a vision He had given 
me over 40 years earlier whilst I was at college. 
As I was preparing to go round the world I became aware that a young lady called 
Helen was planning a project which sought to meet the needs of the vulnerable people 
in Shaftesbury. At college God had inspired a number of the Christians through Isaiah 
Chapter 58 as to his heart for the poor, the widows, the orphans and those oppressed. 
The more I heard about the project the more I felt convicted to support it both 
financially and practically.  
Going round the world allowed me to spend some time seeking the next steps for me 
and Isaiah 58 loomed large:- here Isaiah clearly tells us in practical terms what God 
wants us to do. He talks about the following:-
Feeding the poor; taking care of widows, orphans and foreigners; providing shelter for 
the homeless; giving clothes to those who need them; helping those in trouble; letting 
the oppressed go free and removing the chains that bind people. It also clearly says 
don’t judge (point the finger at others) but look to the needs of others.
This is the heartbeat of Open House  - this is the vision we have of ‘letting God’s will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven’. This is ‘the good news of the kingdom’. This is what I 
decided I want  to give my life to - building this kingdom with these values. 
So when I returned I volunteered to work one day a fortnight in Open House. Little did I 
know where it would lead! 
Open House I believe is striving to meet those desires of God’s heart for the community 
of Shaftesbury highlighted in Isaiah. 
Recently the demand for its services seems to have increased greatly – to the point 
where we feel we have outgrown the existing facilities and commitment to be open 
one day a week. Regularly of late the team have been stretched to meet all the needs of 
those coming through the door and Helen in particular has been working well beyond 
Tuesdays taking people to court appeals and health assessments and writing countless 
reports. 
For the last nine months I have taken over the running of Storehouse which provides 
furniture and white goods free to those in need. During that time the workload has 
greatly increased to the point where last week, with the help of the interns, I collected 
and delivered furniture in the van for over three full days. I can’t express how much 
favour God has shown Storehouse with the vast number of people who seem willing 
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to donate to the cause. In the last six weeks our 60’ container has been continually 
full despite equipping 6 houses with most of the furniture of the house. (Two Syrian 
refugee families, two families from the refuge, a single man who was originally 
homeless and an unmarried mother of three who was made homeless by her landlord 
as he wanted to sell the property. )
Just yesterday I had a young disabled single mother of three crying when I told her 
that whatever she saw in the container that she needed she could have. She could 
not believe me and when we delivered the goods later on I had a wonderful hug and 
managed to pray with her which made all the hassle of the last week’s work totally 
worthwhile. 
So why am I writing this article? 
For three reasons – 
I believe we are in the process of expanding the vision and that will require three 
things: 
1. People who are willing and able to cover us in prayer.
2. People who catch the vision and are willing to volunteer.
3. People who are willing to support the vision financially by giving on a regular basis. 
Having read this article if you have caught the vision; if you believe you can help in any 
way please contact me. Tel. No.  07492054146 – email: deanegardiner53@hotmail.com. 
I thought when I got to retirement life would be less busy – it seems God has other 
ideas

Deane Gardiner

 Light of the world
Jesus, Light of the world.

When I am afraid and unsure,
comfort me with the light of Your presence.

When Loneliness chills me,
warm me with the light of Your love.

When the road ahead seems dark,
guide me with the light of Your way .

When I don’t understand and my
thoughts are unclear,

fill me with the light of Your wisdom.
When I seem spent like a candle consumed,

replenish me with the light of Your life.
Then, so filled with Your light, use me,

So that I, with You, may be light for the world!
Surround Me With Your Light

John Kitching came across these lines when clearing some old papers.  Can anyone identify 
the author?

mailto:deanegardiner53@hotmail.com
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From the Registers

Wedding
- December 30; Rachel Shoemark  & Shawn Peniket 

Baptisms
 -  January 7: Holly Berry Potts-Skey, Molly Louise Jennings
Deaths

•	 Funeral, November 16; Alan Rudge
•	 Memorial service, January 13; Jo Rutter

 
•	 Funeral December 14, at St Mary’s, Shroton: Brian Smith

February Diary dates, as at press time – please check pew sheets or website for 
confirmation
Sunday 4th February –        9.30am Family Service with Children’s Society Box Collection
Thursday 8th February –     0.30am Little Fishes
Tuesday 13th February –    6.00pm Pancake Party
Saturday 17th February – 10.30am Doughnut Time
Thursday 22nd February   10.30am Little Fishes
Sunday 25th February –      3.00pm Baptism Service
Tuesday 27th February –    7.30om Sing and Praise

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
St Peter’s Collection Box Holders

The annual exchange of Collection Boxes will take place during the Family Service at St 
Peter’s Church, on

Sunday, 4th FEBRUARY 2018 at 9.30am

Please be sure that your name is entered on the bottom of your box.
If you are unable to come at this time, either bring it to a previous service,  drop it in 

to my home, or contact me after the 4th, so that arrangements can be made to receive 
your old box and give you a new one.

Please accept our sincere thanks for your generosity and commitment.

Keith Milburn
Parish Co-ordinator.

8 Paddock Close, SHAFTESBURY. Tel. 01747 852929
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St James’ Church

David Gordon Trio

We were so fortunate to have had the opportunity to attend an amazing concert at St 
James’ on 11th November! 
David Gordon is one of the most unusual musicians in the jazz scene today, having 
played at various prestigious venues with many leading orchestras in the UK and 
around the world. He combines a career as jazz pianist with that of harpsichordist in the 
world of baroque music, piano accompanist and solo player. He is truly a ‘richly gifted 
player with a sparkling style and boundless imagination’ (Sunday Independent) and we 
were very fortunate to persuade him to bring his current Jazz Trio to play for us. In spite 
of the weather, the heating problem and the reluctance of Shaftesbury audiences to 
commit themselves much in advance, it was a wonderful evening, well supported. and 
much enjoyed – we have had many requests for a repeat.....well maybe!    
The music they chose to offer was varied, ranging from quiet and thoughtful to joyful, 
exciting and full of a wonderful energy. Rosario Bonaccorsa, the Sicilian born guest 
Bass player offered some of his songs, and Paul Cavacuitti, a long term colleague of 
David’s, was as always at his most wondrous on the drums and percussion.    David led 
the group, using some of his own compositions and adaptations and played  with his 
‘wonderful ability to make piano notes glisten like jewelled drops of water‘ (recent 
review). 
Huge thanks to Andie Blows for persuading the trio to come all this way for an evening 
of joy and delight – and wonderful music!

St James’ Church Christmas Fair

Although this report is a little late, our thanks to everyone who contributed: the stall 
holders and all who supported the event, are no less sincere. The day itself, on the last 
Saturday in November, was fine, bright and a little chilly so we were blessed with the 
weather. The stalls looked festive and attractive and business was steady throughout 
the morning. As usual, the cake and preserves stalls proved popular with a tasty 
array of goodies. The gifts, decorations and Philippa’s  ‘Aladdin’s Cave’ all received 
much attention with Christmas gifts etc in mind. The raffle offered some great prizes 
including a wonderful hamper donated by Virginia Hayward, as did Colin’s amazing 
Tombola stall with anything from a bottle of something alcoholic to a lolly on a stick! 
The kitchen team excelled themselves in the provision of hot drinks and the delicious 
bacon baps plus a pud. All in all, a happy and profitable morning which brought in 
£1,850 for church funds.  
Happy New Year to you all.                

S.B.
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Blessing of Bench for Chris Hollis
The bench in memory of Chris Hollis was blessed by Simon after our service on Sunday 
26th November. It’s situated under the large beech tree at the far end of the churchyard 
and we’re sure it will be enjoyed by many.

Pilgrim Service
During the Pilgrim Service on Sunday 10th December 2017  Shaftesbury, we visualised 
Pilgrim in the bows of a boat, anxiously scanning the passage ahead. The sky was lit 
only by moonlight, but often hidden by scudding, rain-filled clouds. Thoughts of the 
lookout high in Titanic’s crows-nest filled his mind as he strained his eyes looking 
for rocks off the shoreline ahead. You can imagine him as he watches for the transit 
between the leading light and the lighthouse on a dangerous rock to show him the 
safe channel. He longs to be safe in the haven where he should be!
Our theme-of-the-week was ‘Keep Watch!’ - Watchkeeping – like Pilgrim’s – means 
continuous alertness to the signs of the sea, with instant ability to react. Even in a 
submarine - stealthily hunting or hiding- it can mean no change in course, depth or 
speed, for 4 whole hours - but still with instant ability to react. One can feel mentally 
wrung-out after such a watch. 
It is this kind of attention we are bidden to pay - to watch for signs of God’s imminent 
arrival! So we must join other seafarers on God’s often stormy seas to learn what to look 
for to make our own journey safely home. We must keep the brain cells alert- for we’re 
all on watch – together!
Our February Pilgrim Service is on Sunday 11th at 6pm. You may prefer this more 
informal style of worship followed by refreshments and fellowship.  You will be most 
welcome. 

From the Registers
Baptisms  
Sunday 12th November - Harrison Louie Aldridge 
Sunday 26th November - Charlotte Voice with Thanksgiving service for the birth of      
                                                   Daniel Craig James Voice  
Sunday 3rd December - Thanksgiving service for the birth of Ottilie Noelle Haskins-Legg   

Funerals
Tuesday 19th December - Michael Price (Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers) 
Wednesday 20th December - John Baldock 

St James Church Sudan Sale 2018  
It’s that time of year again, when we ask the residents of Shaftesbury to turn out their 
cupboards, attics, garages and sheds - to have a good de-clutter and provide us with 
a wonderful selection of items to sell at our annual Recycling and Vintage sale. So, not 
only can you simplify your life, you can help us to raise funds for the Salisbury Diocese 
Sudan Medical Link, directly helping the people of South Sudan with essential health 
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needs.  

If anyone has anything that would be suitable: books, records, pictures, bric-a-brac, 
jewellery, china, glass and anything ‘vintage’ from the 1950’s – 1970’s, then please 
contact Julian Richards via email julian@archaemedia.co.uk or phone 01747 851531. 
We also collect tools of any type, including sewing machines and typewriters which 
are sent to Tool Aid where they are re-furbished and sent to developing countries. 
Please bear us in mind of you are down-sizing or having to clear a house for a friend or 
relative. We are happy to come and offer help and advice as well as collect.

And don’t forget to put the sale date in your diary – 10am Saturday March 24th in 
Shaftesbury Town Hall.

Many thanks for all your help in the past.    

J.R.

Shaftesbury 
Snowdrop Memorial Service

Monday 12th February 3.00pm
Bell Street United Church

The Book of Remembrance will be on display

Everyone is most welcome to attend this family service

If you would like the name of your loved one added to the book of remembrance, 
please contact us

Bereavement Services
Joseph Weld Hospice

Herringston Road
Dorchester  DT1 2SL
TEl.  01305 215300

www.weld-hospice.org.uk

mailto:julian@archaemedia.co.uk
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Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Budgens Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk

Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at

Shaftesbury Town Hall
at 10.00am

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.
For details contact Keith Aylen

Tel. 01747 851018
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WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
                                                                                                                                                     Est 1972

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO ALL TYPES OF WASHING MACHINES 
AND TWIN TUBS

OAP DISCOUNTS - 24 HOUR SERVICE - SET LABOUR FEE
NEW MACHINES AVAILABLE

PREMIER ELECTRICS - 0800 592107

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have enough room to 
put them up?

Rate - £35 per head per night, reduced to £30 for associates of locals and 
members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin  bedded room, all en-suite. living room with 
a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV and have breakfast.

Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365

Foot Care
including nail cutting, corns and callus treatment

Bill and Fiona Davis MCFHP MAFHP

0748 4855 370

fi ona _billfootcare@btinternet.com

Home visits
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J O S E P H  P E A C O C K
PA I N T E R  &  D E C O R AT O R

0 7 9 6 7  6 6 4 4 4 6

I N T E R I O R  *  E X T E R I O R  *  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com

Your Community Needs You

WANTED:  Volunteers, perhaps in pairs, to serve refreshments in the Visitors’ Centre at 
Guy’s Marsh Prison on a Friday between 12noon and 2pm every 2-3 months on a rota.  
There are now not enough Mothers’ Union members in Shaftesbury who can do this 
so we do need to find volunteers for this undemanding job.  Please contact Anthea 
Huband on 854741 for more information.
 
‘OPEN THE BOOK’  We would welcome more volunteers to perform bible stories 
for the children at Abbey School on the first Wednesday in each month, alternately 
in the church and the school.      There  really isn’t much acting involved, no need to 
learn lines and the children derive so much pleasure from it.   We run through the 
performance at 1.30pm and are usually finished by 2.20pm so it’s not a very long 
period out of the day.  If anyone is interested please contact Paul Cooper on 854036.



20

St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in February
Sunday   4th February     8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 18th February  11.15 am Holy Communion with Hymns 
Wednesdays                9.00 am Morning Prayer

Tea and Stories 
On December 12th, there was a Christmas session of Tea and Stories, our group for pre-
school and primary-age children. The children decorated angels, stars and treasure 
boxes and heard the story of the wise men coming to visit Jesus. As well as making 
individual stars, they joined together to make one very large star which appeared at the 
Crib Service on Christmas Eve, leading the wise men to Jesus, and then formed part of 
our church’s Christmas decorations. 
    This was our biggest Tea and Stories session so far. Thank you to Kelly for hosting it at 
Drones Farm and providing refreshments. We look forward to welcoming children and 
their parents to another meeting later this term. Look out for details in the next Key 
Ring, in the village e-newsletter and on the notice boards. If you would like to know 
more about Tea and Stories, contact Gillian Cross (01747 811263 gillian@gilliancross.
co.uk) or Kelly Oakley (01747 812663).

Christmas 
The church looked beautiful at Christmas and we were delighted to see large 
congregations at our Carol Service, Crib Service and Christmas Day Festival 
Communion. Thank you to everyone who helped to decorate the church and to the 
organists who played for our services. We are grateful to Caroline Owen for leading the 
Crib Service and to Lucy Kerridge for bringing Scrumpy Jack, the donkey, who is always 
very popular with the children and plays a key role in our Take Part Nativity. 
    The Carol Service was followed by the Village Christmas Party, which is organised 
jointly by the church and the Social Club.  Lots of people came and it was obviously 
very much enjoyed.  

Bell Ringers 
Sadly, there was no one to ring our bells this Christmas. We have five bells and it would 
be good to build up a new bell ringing team during 2018. If you are a ringer, or would 
be interested in learning, please contact one of the church wardens, who will be able to 
put you in touch with ringers in the local area. Tuition is available and new ringers are 
always welcome.

Visitors 
Thank you, yet again, to all the people on the locking-up rota for enabling us to keep 
the church open for visitors. As we can see from the visitors’ book, there were at least 
72 visitors in 2017. Many of them said how much they appreciated finding the church 

mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
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open and several people added prayer requests to our prayer board. We pray regularly 
for the people named on the board, at our Wednesday service of Morning Prayer. 
    Several of the visitors wrote that they had come to look for relatives’ graves in the 
churchyard. Please be aware that we now have a beautiful new churchyard plan (and 
key to the positions of graves) made for us, in the form of a book, by the calligrapher 
Lisa South. It is not on public view, but it can easily be made available. If you would like 
to see it, contact one of the church wardens. 

John Schofield
We were saddened by the death of John Schofield on 30th November. John played an 
important part in the life of St Mary’s, for many years, and we shall all miss him. There is 
a full obituary in this issue of  Key Ring.

Open House

The Open House team would like to say a huge thank you for all your help, support 
and donations this year, and particularly in the run up to Christmas. Your support 
enabled us to host two Christmas parties on Friday and Saturday evening for 
some of the vulnerable families that have used our services this year. It was a joy 
to be able to welcome almost 200 people over these two evenings, to feed them 
a festive buffet and bless all the children with a gift from Father Christmas! With 
your help we were also able to make up 136 hampers full of Christmas treats, to 
bless each family. Thank you once again for your continued support. We really 
appreciate you. 

Helen Beecham, on behalf of the Open House team.
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

Christmas Charities
It was wonderful to welcome so many to our Christmas services. Many thanks to all 
who gave so generously into the open collections at these services. A grand total of 
£676.56 was raised which will be divided equally between Abalaré Christian Care, which 
supports homeless, vulnerable and marginalised people, and Just a Drop, a charitable 
organization helping to provide clean water and sanitation in poor countries of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America.

A Motcombe Gardens Open Day 
is planned to be held on Sunday 3rd June - something this village hasn’t done for 
several years.  I know there are lots of you who have lovely gardens and it would be 
marvellous if you could let me know if you could take part in this fundraising event for 
St Mary’s Church and open your garden for the day.  More details nearer the time. 
Liz Pocock Tel: 852647 e mail: jepocock@uwclub.net

The Women’s World Day of Prayer 
is on Friday 2nd March this year and the service to mark this day will be held at St Mary’s, 
Motcombe at 7.00pm, in conjunction with the Methodist Church. The theme is All 
God’s Creation is Very Good! - a very topical theme: caring for God’s creation is hugely 
important and highly relevant to people of all ages and beliefs. 

SERVICES IN FEBRUARY
Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

Sunday 4th February                11.15am Parish Communion (BCP)
Sunday 11th    February  9.30am Parish Communion
Wednesday 14th February 7.00pm Team Communion for Ash Wednesday
Sunday 18th February  8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
    9.30am Family Service
    3.00pm Baptism of Demelza Flora Ann Douglas
Sunday 25th February  9.30am Parish Communion
Friday 2nd March  7.00pm Service for the Women’s World Day of Prayer
Sunday 4th March  1.15am Parish Communion (BCP)
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MOTCOMBE C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

Motcombe Primary School is pleased to share the news that following a recent Ofsted 
inspection, the school is deemed to still be a ‘good’ school. The inspection praised the 
teaching in the early years classroom and the development of the maths curriculum 
across the whole school. We look forward to continuing to provide an enjoyable 
education to all of our pupils and we are working hard to make some improvements 
recommended by the inspector.

The Christmas season was wonderful for our pupils this year. We held a nativity in 
school, performed by our youngest children and two services in the church, led by 
our older children. All events were well attended by family, friends and the local 
community. Our Year 5 pupils also walked to Motcombe Grange to perform Christmas 
Carols. They thoroughly enjoyed spreading joy through the village!

We would like to thank publicly members of the Motcombe community who kindly 
volunteer their time to support our walking bus, hear children read and contribute 
towards collective worship with the fantastic ‘Open the Book’ group. We appreciate the 
time you all give up to support the children.

Miss Kendrick
Vice Principal
Motcombe Primary School

Long ago and Far Away – 5
(Here are two more excerpts taken from letters home from The Principal of The Bishop Westcott 
Girls’ School, in Ranchi, Bihar State in North India; they cover the state of the School’s finances 
as she found them on arrival, and also the use of children as bargaining pawns)
21st November 1968 - My last four letters to you told of our financial state – a sort of de 
profundis. Now I feel more cheerful – the debts are the same but now I have a group of 
people making a concentrated effort not to waste any more money. We have a foolproof 
(I hope!) system of daily and monthly checking in the office. Also on committees I am 
on firm ground – I have played it back again at the big Governing Body meeting on 
November 11th saying that I took over the school in January with about Rs. 2,000 (i.e. 
about £100) in one account and Rs. 68.30 (£3) in the other account apart from Rs. 10,000 
(£500) on fixed deposit (which is non-existent when you remember I have had to borrow 
Rs. 10,000 from the diocese for salaries, and have not yet been able to repay). The school 
was broke and I put this back squarely on the Committees responsible.
The Archdeacon has been a friend lately and has said publicly that I have been badly let 
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down – he is extremely pleased with all the paperwork and analysis that has been done 
and grateful that we have put all our cards (though no cash!) on the table. Actually he is 
no financier himself though I am growing to like him for his rough Australian honesty in 
this country of double twists and face-saving.
We gave the Governing Body various proposals for getting debt-free by June 1969 – 
my aim – these include retrenchment of staff – three teachers, two matrons and four 
servants.  I spoke to one of the teachers quietly giving her the chance to resign before I 
gave her a letter terminating her services. She is Mrs C – a sweet person but a HOPELESS 
teacher and the kids run rings round her. She is the niece of the Bishop (and an aboriginal, 
obviously) but that makes no difference to my decision. Unfortunately Mr C has felt 
personal injury and future financial loss and rang me up and was abusive saying that it 
was a terrible loss of prestige if it was known that the Bishop’s niece had been asked to 
resign etc., etc. It makes me sick when local Christians are so concerned with prestige - 
but it’s no different from home, really.
However, I have had a word with the Archdeacon and when Mr C. went to him and was 
abusive the Archdeacon told him he was a fool to behave like that and said, as I had 
done, that the contract was with his wife, not him and the Governing Body procedure 
was confidential and the committee reserved the right to terminate services without 
giving a reason! Let’s hope the others go quietly! The Cs are waiting for the Bishop to get 
back and have said they will fight it – it makes me tired – I’m only trying to improve the 
Diocesan School!

17th June 1969 - Another problem on hand – not mine, but the School car is helping – 
Fred and Rose Smith (priest and agricultural worker in a country district near here) have 
semi-adopted two gorgeous little twin girls, tribals (aboriginese), aged 18 months. They 
have had them since the babies were six weeks – their mother died at birth and already 
four children in that family of nine children had died of starvation. Father signed the 
babies away before nine witnesses to the mission hospital and said to Fred and Rose that 
they could do whatever they liked with the babies, take them anywhere. Now, just as 
Fred and Rose want to take them home to England with their own family of three boys, 
the father has appeared again and started refusing permission for them to leave the 
country – he has no love for the children and hasn’t seen them since they were six weeks 
old. Problem: What to do? The judges in the local courts say give the father money and 
settle it – he is only after the cash, but quite rightly Fred and Rose won’t do this because 
the Jan Singh political party (returned in Bihar) are anti-missionary and will seize on this 
and plaster it in the papers as “missionaries buy babies”. We want to put it in the hands of 
a good and reliable lawyer and we will try to get the babies out of the country – it’s the 
children who matter – they are money pawns in this - they are gorgeous babies and love 
Rose who has been their only mother – they look like three year olds and so healthy. Rose 
can’t bear the thought that she may have to leave them in India.
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Services and other dates in February:

4 February       9.30am    Parish Communion

9 February       8.30am    Church Breakfast

11 February  11.15am    Parish Communion

13 February                      Shrove Tuesday

14 February                      Ash Wednesday: start of Lent

18 February                      No service at St Thomas’s

25 February  11:15am    Matins
  
Our three Christmas Services  -- Carols by Candlelight on 17 December, Midnight 
Mass on Christmas Eve and Christmas morning family service -- were well supported 
with a total of nearly 150 attending.  Especially heartening was the number on 
Christmas morning, fifty-seven.  A very warm thank you to those who came and to all 
those involved in the preparation and running of the services, not least the readers 
representing different local groups at the Carol Service.  The church was as always 
beautifully decorated.

Thanks to all those who contributed items to the OPEN HOUSE hampers for vulnerable 
families on the Sundays before Christmas.

Unusually this year, because of the shortfall in the church’s income, we felt the need to 
put Christmas donations into church funds rather than supporting a chosen charity.

St Thomas’s Preservation Society held a very successful Christmas coffee 
morning in December, making £777. This is the first time we’ve held it in the village 
hall and invited other local people to have stalls, which brought style to the occasion. 
It was well attended, with people coming from outside the village as well as our local 
faithful people. Bob Breach very generously donated the proceeds of sales of his book 
Evergreen and Ninety to us. Many thanks to everyone who came, both stall holders and 
shoppers.
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The Parochial Church Council desperately needs a secretary to record minutes of 
meetings and keep the parish records.  A new secretary, who would be welcomed onto 
the committee with open arms, need not be a regular church attender, but simply 
requires average computer and organisational skills and some sense of priorities.  The 
PCC’s work in supporting the Revd Simon Chambers in the practical running of St 
Thomas’s is made doubly difficult by the absence of a secretary. 

Revd John Schofield died on 30 November and his life was commemorated on 18 
December at Compton Abbas. There is a separate notice about John in the Team 
section.

In November the church hosted the funeral service of Walter John Stockley, a long-
time resident (although not recently).  He leaves a widow and two daughters.
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Thurs10.00am to 1.00pm Fri & Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

TLC FOR YOUR GARDEN

Borders, clearing, hedges up to 
6ft maintained.

All weathers
Honest and reliable

Call to arrange a chat
Joe Hashman 07711 032697

andrewward57@btinternet.com
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St John’s, Enmore Green

Wednesday 7th   February    10.00am to 12 noon 
Our regular Coffee Morning in St. John’s Church Hall (top of Church Hill) 
Coffee and chat/ Bring and Buy, home made cakes.  All welcome. 

Looking Back 
December began with another successful Advent Coffee morning with a special raffle.  
A very jolly meet up before the Christmas rush. 

Our Carol Service on the 17th  December  was  well attended although there were quite 
a few other Carol Services within the Team on the same day.   Many thanks to the St. 
John’s Occasional Singers with their conductor Brian Watts who led the singing as well 
as performing their own carols.  

Carol Singing on 18th  December.     No rain again for our walk around Enmore Green. 
This year we had three enthusiastic  collectors to support the singing group and we 
raised £142 for Weldmar Hospice.  It was a cold night though and Nicky made us very 
welcome with mulled wine and mince pies. 
 
And just in December – on the 31st  - 82 people attended the Team Communion in St 
John’s. The collection was for Alabare and raised  £305, about half of which was Gift 
aided.  Vicar Simon took the service which celebrated our Patron Saint, St. John the 
Evangelist.

January is a quiet month but we still had our regular coffee morning on Wednesday the 
3rd and it was good to meet up again. 
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            T S Eliot - A Song for Simeon
Lord, the Roman hyacinths are blooming in bowls and 
The winter sun creeps by the snow hills; 
The stubborn season has made stand. 
My life is light, waiting for the death wind, 
Like a feather on the back of my hand. 
Dust in sunlight and memory in corners 
Wait for the wind that chills towards the dead land.

Grant us thy peace. 
I have walked many years in this city, 
Kept faith and fast, provided for the poor, 
Have taken and given honour and ease. 
There went never any rejected from my door.

Who shall remember my house,  
where shall live my children’s children, when the time of sorrow is come ? 
They will take to the goat’s path, and the fox’s home, 
Fleeing from the foreign faces and the foreign swords.

Before the time of cords and scourges and lamentation 
Grant us thy peace. 
Before the stations of the mountain of desolation, 
Before the certain hour of maternal sorrow, 
Now at this birth season of decease, 
Let the Infant, the still unspeaking and unspoken Word, 
Grant Israel’s consolation 
To one who has eighty years and no tomorrow.

According to thy word, 
They shall praise Thee and suffer in every generation 
With glory and derision, 
Light upon light, mounting the saints’ stair. 
Not for me the martyrdom, the ecstasy of thought and prayer, 
Not for me the ultimate vision. 
Grant me thy peace.

(And a sword shall pierce thy heart, 
Thine also).

I am tired with my own life and the lives of those after me, 
I am dying in my own death and the deaths of those after me. 
Let thy servant depart, 
Having seen thy salvation.
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COPY  DEADLINE FOR 
THE MARCH ISSUE IS 

FRIDAY 9TH FEBRUARY
AT 5PM

To advertise here contact the 
Team O�  ce on 01747 853060 
or e-mail o�  ce@Sha� esbury 

CofE.org.uk

In your time of need we are here 
to take care of all your funeral 

requirements

Call us 24 hours a day

Newbury
Gillingham

Dorset
SP8 4QL

Tel:  01747 822494

Newell
Sherborne

Dorset
DT9 4EZ

Tel:  01935 813479

Dignity Caring Funeral Ser-
vices

Pre Paid Funeral Plans avail-
able

Memorial Consultants
Floristry Advice

Funeral Stationery

Part of Dignity plc.  A British Company



The grass withers,
the flower fades, but
the word of our God
endures forever.
ISAIAH 40: 8


