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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                    01747 852193  simon@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy.mais47@gmail.com

Curate:   The Revd Kevin Martin kevin@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
   01747 229706

Helen.  Pam  and Kevin have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Katy Ashman                               01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 

office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                      keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                      Tel. 01747 850821
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

When I was a child my family and I would often go to visit an older member of the 
parish.  She used to like the conversation and finding out what ‘all the children were 
doing’.  I remember her especially each year as we move through Lent.  I remember 
clearly her comment as Lent approached one year as she said, “Oh yes.  Lent this year 
will be when I give up sugar in my tea and coffee.”
I thought this was a very pious person who had some rota of what she did to mark Lent 
on different years in the cycle.  I wondered if she had a different thing for Year A, Year B 
and Year C. As I was wondering if we would hear what the other things were it became 
apparent this is not at all what Miss D meant.
“Well, you see, a few years ago I gave up sugar in my hot drinks.  The problem was I 
actually liked the drink without sugar so when Lent ended I couldn’t go back to having 
sugar in my tea.  So I decided the following year to spend Lent having sugar in my hot 
drinks.  I hated it at first but by the end of Lent I couldn’t bear hot drinks without it.”  
So the pattern had continued for a number of years. This was the first time I had 
considered developing rather than giving up a habit in Lent. A habit that would help 
me turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ.
As I got older I enjoyed going to pray ‘The Stations of the Cross’ on Tuesday and Friday 
evenings in Lent.  This was a habit of prayer I had decided to add into my life through 
Lent to help me to be closer to Jesus.  
For the first time I really felt a sense of experiencing the suffering, pain and grief that 
both Jesus and his followers went through as Jesus was condemned to die and we 
meditated on walking the way of the cross with them.  It was a tremendous way to 
prepare for Holy Week and the joy of Easter Sunday. But it also meant we didn’t skip the 
penitence theme of Lent and the call to a new way of being in the world.
When I then got to the theo-drama of Holy Week I felt prepared to immerse myself 
into the greatest event in the history of humankind.  It was wonderful that the whole 
parish came together to celebrate in this theo-drama that spoke of the unlimited Grace 
God shows to us and the love that God pours out on us as we become children of God 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus.
Looking at our Holy Week services I am looking forward to celebrating Holy Week with 
you this year. To share the journey in a new place with a new group of companions on 
the way.
I encourage us to celebrate the Theo-drama of Easter by immersing ourselves into the 
contemplative and more lively liturgies through Holy Week. So we can rejoice afresh 
on Easter Sunday that Christ our light has come into the world and will always be 
alongside us; showing us the way to the Father.

Kevin
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Monday 26th March 
5.30pm  Motcombe   Evening Prayer 
6.30pm  St Peter’s   ‘Sacred Space’ Evening Worship 
7.30pm   Enmore Green    Music & Reflection 

 

Tuesday 27th March  
5.30pm  Motcombe   Evening Prayer 

 6.30pm  St Peter’s    ‘Sacred Space’ Evening Worship 
 8.00pm  St James’   Compline 
 

Wednesday 28th March  
 10.30am  St Peter’s    Holy Communion   

5.30pm  Motcombe   Evening Prayer 
6.30pm  St Peter’s    ‘Sacred Space’ Stations of the Cross 

 8.00pm  St James’   Compline 
 

Maundy Thursday – 29th March 
7.00pm                          Motcombe   Parish Eucharist with Washing of Feet,  

stripping of the Altar and Vigil 
7.00pm          St James’   Maundy Thursday Eucharist & Stripping of  

Altars 
7.30pm                          St Peter’s   Service with supper and retelling of the  

events of the Last Supper 
Good Friday – 30th March  
 9.45am  Enmore Green  Meditation at the Cross 
 10.00am  Compton Abbas  Meditation & Quiet Prayer 
 12.00 noon  Melbury Abbas   Meditation & Quiet Prayer 
 12.00 noon  St Peter’s   All Age Worship 

1.00pm  St Peter’s   Silent Prayer 
 2.00pm  St Peter’s   Good Friday Reflections  

1.30pm  St James’   Good Friday Liturgy  
 2.00pm  Motcombe   A Service of Meditation & Prayer 
 6.30pm  St Peter’s    At the foot of the Cross: Music & Readings 
        for Good Friday 
 6.30pm  Margaret Marsh  Joint Good Friday Service 
 

Easter Sunday – 1st April 
 6.30am  Park Walk   Churches Together Easter Dawn Service  

9.30am  St Peter’s   Family Festival Communion  
 9.30am  St James’   Family Festival Communion 
 9.30am  Motcombe   Family Festival Communion 

11.15am  Enmore Green   Family Festival Communion 
11.15am  Melbury Abbas  Parish Communion (BCP) 
11.15am  West Orchard   Joint Easter Communion  
11.15am  Compton Abbas  Family Festival Communion 

We look forward to welcoming you. 
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St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

TLC FOR YOUR GARDEN

Borders, clearing, hedges up to 
6ft maintained.

All weathers
Honest and reliable

Call to arrange a chat
Joe Hashman 07711 032697

andrewward57@btinternet.com
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St Peter’s

Harold Jackson, Director of Music at St Peter’s for some three years, left us for personal 
reasons at the end of February.  
His extensive knowledge of church music, composers and repertoire will be greatly 
missed by the choir, as will be his skill in arranging pieces for us.  We particularly love 
his arrangement of ‘Were you there when they crucified my Lord?’  Choir members 
have valued his patience, humour and ability during practices, which have improved 
the balance of the choir.  Our congregation has appreciated Harold’s contribution and 
I know many people have particularly enjoyed his amazing ability at improvisation, 
especially following the Communion anthem.
You will be greatly missed, Harold!  Harold is Honorary Organist at Sherborne Abbey, 
and whenever possible is a member of the choir there.  His Organ Recitals are very 
much appreciated, and I hope it will be possible at some stage for him to return to us 
to give a recital in St Peter’s.  We wish you every blessing, and pray that things will soon 
settle down for you and Mary. God bless you both! 
John Kitching

Doughnut Day Welcomes Bell Street School of Dance 
17th March 2018 : 
Pop in to St Peter’s Church between10:30am and12noon for a fun open morning. 
Doughnuts, Coffee, Entertainment and Raffle. 
Everyone welcome. 
All proceeds go to the Akamba Fund. 

Operation Christmas Child

In November 2017, 67 filled and wrapped shoe boxes were blessed at St Peter’s and 
sent on their way.  Their final destination was Liberia, which has a population of 4.7 
million, of whom 44% are aged under 15.  It is a low income country, with 54% of the 
people living below the poverty level, and has one of the highest rates of primary 
school aged children not in education.  A UK visitor to Liberia said:  “There is no doubt 
that those boxes are an incredible blessing and an indisciminate sign of love to those 
children - whatever faith they do or do not have.  They were overjoyed.  I remember 
watching one child take the photo of the family who sent the box (included in the box) 
and stare at it and then dance with it and then show it to their friends - even before 
they got to the gifts!  It meant that much to them that somebody would send them 
something.”

When we first became involved in the shoe box appeal several years ago, church mem-
bers who wanted to donate to the appeal, but were incapacitated or extremely busy, 
were given the opportunity to give money which was then used either to fill boxes or 
pay for the handling and transportation of them.  Unfortunately the number of people 
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using this option has increased each year to the point where this year I personally shopped 
for, filled and wrapped nearly 30 boxes!  This takes away the personal link between the 
giver and the recipient, and I hope in the year to come more people will pack their own box 
into which they can put a photo of themselves.  To that end I will be ordering Operation 
Christmas Child’s decorated boxes which will eliminate the need for obtaining and 
wrapping shoe boxes.  More detailed gift suggestion lists will be available, in addition to the 
monthly updates which will be repeated in Key Ring this year.  Here’s the first.

If you intend to follow the ten month plan to fill a shoe box for a child in need, we start with 
two months’ worth.  So in March we will be concentrating on stationery items and making 
music.  I suggest the following are put in every box: wax crayons for young children or 
colouring pencils for four years upwards, a small colouring book, a lined paper note pad, a 
plain paper note pad to use as a drawing pad, two pencils, two biros, an eraser and pencil 
sharpener and a pencil case. Some boxes also get a short ruler.  Do not include reading 
material, as the children will not be able to read it!  Secondly, we turn to making music.  The 
possibilities here are fairly wide.  “Bargains” sell harmonicas, recorders, kazoos, pan pipes 
and toy xylophones, or you may come across something else which will make musical 
sounds.  When you have made your purchases pop them into your shoe box.

Elisabeth Selwood

From The Registers

Baptism
January 28th: Ellie Rogers

Funerals
February 12th: Kathleen Parker
February 14th: Marion Purser

Selected March diary dates as at press time - check pew sheets/website for updates
Tuesday 6th           7.30pm   Guild of Ringers (Mere Branch) Visiting St Peters
Thursday 8th       10.30am   Little Fishes
Saturday 10th        8.30am   Men’s Breakfast
Tuesday 13th         7.30pm   PCC Meeting
Saturday 17th      10.30am   Doughnut Time
Thursday 22nd  10.30am   Little Fishes
Sunday 25th          3.00pm   Baptism Service

(There will be no Sing and Praise in March)
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Christian Aid during Lent

Whilst taking this opportunity to remind our supporters that at the time of this edition 
reaching you, there are four of our Lent Lunches still to go in Shaftesbury Town Hall, I 
would also like to share with you a short story that appeared in a recent CA publication. 
It is headed ‘Forced into the Wilderness’ and then carries on: When Boko Haram took 
over Ibrahim’s community, he knew he had to escape. He fled under cover of darkness, 
knowing that if he was caught he would be killed. Ibrahim’s wife, Nana, followed with 
their children on the family’s donkey. On the road insurgents took the donkey, so they 
all had to walk for three days to reach safety. Reunited in a camp, life has not got much 
easier for Ibrahim and his family. He has built a small shelter for them and survives by 
collecting and selling firewood.
There are so many more stories like Ibrahim’s in Nigeria and worldwide, and violence is 
not the only reason our sisters and brothers are forced from their homes. Dimma and 
her family abandoned their home in northern Kenya after drought left them desperate 
for water. 
Does this not make you think?  Coming along to one or more of our lunches and 
donating whatever you can so that Christian Aid can be active in these situations is one 
way of counting your blessings in a practical and life-giving way.                                                       

S.B.                                                                

Team Retreat 2018, 21-23 September

As forecast in last November’s Key Ring, the venue for this year’s Retreat will 
be The Greenhouse Christian Centre in Poole, about an hour’s drive south 
from Shaftesbury. The event will be held from late afternoon on Friday 21 
September until mid-afternoon on Sunday 23 September.  This is a very 
different environment from the three centres used over the past 15 years or 
so.  The first significant item to report is that a majority of bedrooms are en 
suite; first come, first served.  Eight of the 22 bedrooms are on the  ground 
floor, which will be of interest to anyone with mobility issues. The Greenhouse 
is located on one of Poole’s leafier suburban avenues about a mile back from 
the coast at Branksome Chine, so somewhat different options for those pre-
breakfast walks.  There is an outdoor heated swimming pool, which may or 
may not prove a significant attraction in late September.  The Retreat Leader 
and theme will be announced as soon as confirmed.
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WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
                                                                                                                                                     Est 1972

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO ALL TYPES OF WASHING MACHINES 
AND TWIN TUBS

OAP DISCOUNTS - 24 HOUR SERVICE - SET LABOUR FEE
NEW MACHINES AVAILABLE

PREMIER ELECTRICS - 0800 592107

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have enough room to 
put them up?

Rate - £35 per head per night, reduced to £30 for associates of locals and 
members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin  bedded room, all en-suite. living room with 
a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV and have breakfast.

Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365

Foot Care
including nail cutting, corns and callus treatment

Bill and Fiona Davis MCFHP MAFHP

0748 4855 370

fi ona _billfootcare@btinternet.com

Home visits
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St James’ Church

Vintage & Recycling Sale Saturday 24th March at 10.00am. 
Please don’t forget the St James’ sale at Shaftesbury Town Hall in aid of the Sudan. If 
anyone has anything to donate (absolutely anything saleable!) please phone Julian 
Richards on 01747 851531 or mobile 07974 913878 to arrange collection/delivery. The 
earlier the better please. We are also collecting tools for Toolaid and old spectacles.

Abbey School
Since the beginning of the Spring term, various activities have taken place.  
Reception and Key Stage 1 children have had a disco, followed by another for Key Stage 
2.
Year 5 experienced a song-writing workshop. This will be followed by an afternoon 
when the songs will be performed.
Golden certificates have been awarded to Key Stage 1 and 2 children for good work.
The Reception class visited a farm and were able to see a new-born lamb beginning to 
stand up and feed from its mother.
After-school clubs are very popular, especially cooking.
“Open the Book” takes place regularly and appears to be enjoyed by all the children, 
particularly by those who are chosen to take part.
There will be a competition to design an Easter card to be distributed by Churches 
Together in Shaftesbury.
Several applications have been received for the post of Head Teacher. A decision will be 
made during February.

St James’ PCC is pleased to announce that the January meeting of the DAC has 
agreed to recommend the following work to the church interior:-  Installation of new 
lighting and electrics and new public address and induction loop system; also redecoration 
of the church interior. 
The next step is to complete the Petition for Faculty which we plan to have put in place 
by the time you read this. Assuming all goes to plan and the funds raised, the work 
should commence in early autumn and be complete by Christmas.

St James’ Church, is having a ‘spring-clean’ in their archiving department. It’s time to 
get the records straight and make sure we have as much information about the church 
as possible, especially as we are preparing for our first stage of ‘re-ordering’, focusing on 
lighting, audio and decoration.  
We are looking for any documentation or records pertaining to the church and its 
surroundings. We would also be delighted to hear from anyone interested in being 
involved in the compiling of data, photographing/scanning and filing of documents to 
ensure we have a history of the church and its life for posterity. 
To know more please telephone Andie 01747 853088 or Philippa 01747 812365.
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Sunday 18th March 3.0pm – “Why do we do what we do in church?” talk by Simon 
Chambers

Pilgrim Service - Our Pilgrim Service on 11th February saw Pilgrim having to make up 
his own mind – again! Both the signpost arms point to the same destination, but one 
appears – at first sight – to be less taxing than the other. Can he deduce which would 
be the better path from anything he can see, or should he just toss a coin for it? Does 
WWJD come into it or not?! Maybe – but possibly not as the immediate thing that 
comes to mind! Please join us for our Pilgrim Service on Sunday March 11th at 6pm 
which is followed by fellowship and refreshments. You’ll be very welcome!

Provisional Events for your diaries

Holy Week – Tuesday 27th March after school -  Easter Egg Hunt for Village/ School - 
around churchyard & field – Julian Richards will organise a rhyming quiz. Tea/coffee and 
soft drinks in church to follow

Saturday 5th May 12 noon start - Beating the Bounds - Beating the Bounds is an 
ancient custom still observed in many English parishes. Its roots go back to mediaeval 
times when parishes reaffirmed their boundaries by processing round them at 
Rogation tide, stopping to beat each boundary mark with wands and to pray for 
protection and blessings for the land. Lots of instruments, songs, folklore poetry etc. 
Our boundary is vast, covering Sherborne Causeway; Cherry Orchard; Gore Common; 
Guys Marsh across to Gascoigne’s Lane and adjoining Long Cross so it warrants 
splitting into four units each with a leader, musical? And meet up at church for blessings. 
Refreshment? Apple juice wassail or similar at the end. 

Sunday 20th May – Pentecost Sunday 11.0am to 4.30pm -  Oaklands, East Orchard SP7 
0LQ  - Garden Open with Coffees, Soup & Roll lunch and Teas. 

The Great Get Together 2018. Will St James village and church be getting together on 
22nd - 24th June? This would have been MP Jo Cox’s 44th birthday weekend. 

Some time in June - Open Gardens with Vintage Type Tea party in church grounds.

15th July – Five-choirs Evensong at St James Church
 
Friday July 27th - Nick Crump & Friends - fundraising concert in St James Church. 
7.30pm.
 
Saturday 8th September – Dorset Historic Churches – Ride & Stride. PLUS - Mystery Trip 
to include picnic lunch/tea – suggested as alternative for those wanting to support Ride & 
Stride but don’t want to do the walk.
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September/October -  Bring & Share Supper and entertainment to be held in the school 
as church likely to be closed for renovations. 

Sunday 11th November – 100 Year celebrations/commemorations of the Great War. 
“Muffled Bells” from St James’ Tower.

-----o0o-----

Long ago and Far Away 

(These are the final excerpts taken from letters home from The Principal of The Bishop 
Westcott Girls’ School, in Ranchi, Bihar State in North India; they cover such subjects as 
introducing the School’s pupils to the idea of helping in the community, a trip to Gandhi’s 
house, and a Moslem marriage. Miss Cooper herself returned home in June 1971 to the 
position of Universities Secretary in USPG, later to become a founder of Christians Aware, an 
international and interfaith group working for justice, development and peace.)

23rd August 1969  I went with some Hindu friends to visit the Swami (head of the order 
of monks)  and see the centre they use for training young farmers. It was very peaceful.  
The young men from the villages are there for six weeks to learn modern methods of 
agriculture.  We arrived as the boys returned from the field and went to evening prayer 
in the Temple. I was impressed by the Swami – a vigorous man in his forties with a 
peach/saffron robe,  in cheap cotton. He had excellent English, was liberal minded, very 
appreciative that we wanted to do social work  and amazed a little, I think, that some 
Christians thought they could do it with Hindus. In fact my contention is two-fold. Firstly 
most of our girls are Hindus anyway and should have a chance to do social work through 
a Hindu agency such as his.  Secondly that what is genuinely done to help other people is 
good, whatever may be the source of the action. I was amused when Swamiji answered 
the telephone on his verandah that the telephone matched his robes! I’ve never seen a 
peach telephone before and was tickled at this little piece of aesthetics. The garden was 
peaceful; a beautiful lotus grew in the pond outside the Temple. I find these contacts 
stimulating though on the whole the Anglican Church here is pretty introvert and bound 
by its own tribal economic perspectives.  Any friendships of this sort are a little suspect.

..../continued on Page 15
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

Apologies for mysteriously “losing” The Orchards and Margaret Marsh report for February.  
Fortunately Rita Stranger has managed to incorporate it in the March report (Ed.)

Sylvia Crouch
Sylvia passed away early in January. Many of us were able to attend her funeral at 
Harbour View Woodland Burial site, where the service was conducted by Revd. Mary 
Ridgewell. 
It was a time when we were all reminded of Sylvia’s great loves: walking, travelling, WI, 
WI Markets, cooking and gardening.
A friend to so many, she spurred us all on to do more, her energy quite infectious. Her 
organising skills were called upon many times. Her biggest gift was to encourage us 
to enjoy life to the full and to give us strength to face adversity with great courage. 
Although Sylvia left Margaret Marsh a few years ago after Michael’s death, she chose to 
live in Marnhull and was close by to continue with all her local interests
We will miss Sylvia greatly though she will often be in our thoughts as we go about our 
daily life

Lent Lunches. Our week to help run the lunches was 23rd February. Thanks to all who 
donated soup or items for the bring and buy stall which were much appreciated.

Tea and Chat
Thank you to Nick and Philippa Forrest for hosting our February Tea and Chat. In March 
we will meet on Wednesday 21st March at the home of Helen Baxter, Nail Cottage West 
Orchard. As usual the time is 2.30pm-3.30pm. Please do come along and join us.

Christmas Bazaar 
Was held on Saturday 2nd December. Thank you to all who supported the Bazaar: 
helping on the day, providing items for the sales table and raffle or coming along to 
buy.
Special thanks to Michael and Angela Bone for hosting the event.
We are pleased to say £400 was raised for church funds. 

Plant Sale. Date 12th May.
The Orchards will host the 2018 Plant Sale on Saturday 12th May. John and Maureen 
Stranger, Vale Farm, West Orchard have offered to host this money raiser. Please start 
thinking about items you could start growing for the plant stall or items for the raffle 
and sales table.

St Thomas Churchyard
Many thanks to Tim Craven for all of the years that he has helped to mow the grass 
etc. in the churchyard at East Orchard. He has now stepped down and we really need 
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another volunteer to take his place. Please contact Annie Barnes on 01747 811333

Services
Sunday 11th March.      Mothering Sunday    West Orchard
30th March                      Good Friday                 6.30pm Margaret Marsh
  1st April                          Easter Sunday             Margaret Marsh Combined Service

Please note the Annual Parochial Church Meeting is to be held at 7pm  on Wednesday 
18th April at St Margaret’s, Margaret Marsh. All are welcome to attend.

-----o0o-----

...../continued from Page 13

21st January 1970 Another branch of the family I contacted in Hyderabad invited me 
to a family wedding that evening; the first Muslim wedding I have ever attended.  Did 
you realise the bride is not even present at the ceremony? She and the other women are 
elsewhere, in our case just above the room where the ceremony takes place.  Everything 
is relayed by loudspeaker. It is a contract really between fathers. I also saw all the sights 
of Hyderabad before leaving last night for Wardha (50 miles from Nagpur) because I 
wanted to visit Sevagram, Gandhi’s nerve centre. I’m so glad I did.
I arrived at Wardha this morning when the stars were still out.  After a shower in the 
station waiting room and a coffee I jogged out seven miles by tonga to the Ashram. It 
was very, very simple but the mud huts were swept spotless.  The hut where Bapu (an 
affectionate nickname for Gandhi) had lived was most impressive with just a pallet, a 
Bible, the Koran, the Bhagavad Gita and a picture of Christ with a quotation from Ruskin: 
“He is our peace”,  I was shown the latrine specially designed for Bapu, which he cleaned 
himself meticulously every day. Then I was led to a mud verandah on which lay a very, 
very old man who is the leader of the ashram now. He  had been the companion of 
Bapu since 1916, which fairly knocked me back! He asked me quietly about my work 
and whether we did spinning in our school.  I said no spinning, but we do social work 
and self-help. A supreme air of peace, truth, khadi, the simple life prevailed. I saw the 
verandah on which Bapu and his wife entertained Nehru, Patel and all the leaders of the 
nation and where the first meeting of the Quit India movement was held. Prayers are 
held at 4.20 a.m. – Bapu’s time – in the open, under the stars because, as the brochure 
explains, the poor man has no money for buildings of worship and needs none. All clean 
and Quaker.  I came away as the sun was getting hot, then came by very bumpy bus 
to Nagpur.  I am glad to have seen All Saints’ Cathedral, pointed out to me by a Roman 
Catholic schoolboy licking a red water ice.  He was just out of school and asked me “Have 
you come for the church unity?” very excitedly. Rather touching, I thought.
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St John’s, Enmore Green

Wednesday 7 March – Coffee Morning
10.00am in the Church Hall
All Welcome  
       
Sunday  11 March – Mothering Sunday
11.15am
Posies for Mothers, Grannies and Aunties!

Sunday 25 March – Palm Sunday
11.15am – Communion Service 
Followed by the Church Annual General Meeting at 12.30pm 

Monday 26 March
7.30pm
Words and Music for Holy Week
With the St. John’s Occasional Singers 

Friday 30th March – Good Friday
9.30am in the Church
Meditation

Easter Sunday – 1st April 
11.15am Holy Communion 

For your Diary 

Saturday 26 May
St. John’s in the Town Hall
9.30am to 2.00pm
As a small church we need all the help we can get.
If you can help by volunteering, donating plants, jams and preserves, please let us 
know.

On Ist February we committed Baby Hector Fulford to our Lord’s loving care. He was the 
son of Caleb and Helen, brother of Hugo.
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Services in March:

4th March    9.30am Parish Communion 
11th March   Mothering Sunday 11.15am Parish Communion 
18th March    No service at St. Thomas’s 
25th March  Palm Sunday  11.15am Matins 

Easter is fast approaching. 

1st April  Easter Sunday 9.30am Family Communion

St Thomas’s Flower Arrangers

We shall be arranging flowers for Easter on Saturday 31st March starting at 10am. Gifts 
of foliage and flowers would be much appreciated. Unless we hear to the contrary we 
look forward to seeing all those on the flower rota and anyone else who would like to 
join us.
Valerie and Ann 

Parish Fundraising and Stewardship: the Parochial Church Council (the P.C.C.) is 
delighted to report that last year’s campaign produced a surplus of £926 in contrast to 
the deficit of the previous year.  However, single donations which may not be repeated 
contributed much to this, so we definitely cannot abandon our efforts to improve our 
finances.  Warmest thanks to all those who generously answered our appeal.  With the 
goodly numbers attending our Christmas services, this is encouraging for the church’s 
future. 

We send our sympathies to the family of John Williamson of Cann Common who died 
in January.  John and his wife Judith, who came to Dorset from Lincolnshire, entered 
into village life; he served on the VPA committee and Judith joined the W.I. She had 
been Tower Captain at Lincoln Cathedral and naturally assisted our Melbury bell-
ringers. John’s funeral was at the West Wiltshire crematorium.

Dates for Your Diary 

9 March       8.30 a.m.    Church Breakfast 

21 March         7 p.m.     P.C.C. meeting 

30 March Good Friday 11 a.m. Walk of Witness 
                                             12noon Meditation 

14th April – Annual Spring Clean.  Start at 9.30 a.m. – Any extra help is very welcome, 
and it would be helpful if you could bring a few old cloths.  



20

St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

The Women’s World Day of Prayer is on Friday 2nd March this year and the service to 
mark this day will be held at St Mary’s, Motcombe at 7.00pm, in conjunction with the 
Methodist Church. The theme is All God’s Creation is Very Good! - a very topical theme: 
caring for God’s creation is hugely important and highly relevant to people of all ages 
and beliefs. 

Quiz Night –  Saturday 17th March at 7.00pm. Our first fundraiser of the year. Get your 
thinking caps on and come along for a fun evening of food, fellowship and puzzlement. 
Tickets £12, to include main meal and dessert, available from church or the Village 
Shop. Bring your own snacks and drinks. 

Palm Sunday is on 25th March. As in previous years we will begin our service at 
Motcombe Memorial Hall where we’ll meet the donkey and process to church.

Holy Week During Holy Week, Monday to Wednesday, in addition to Morning Prayer, 
Evening Prayer will be said and will include meditations on the Stations of the Cross.

Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held on Sunday 22nd April immediately 
following the 9.30am service.  This is the annual meeting of the parish to which 
everyone resident in Motcombe is invited. Those on the Church Electoral Roll are able 
to vote on matters pertaining to the church and elect members of the Parochial Church 
Council. A report on the proceedings of the Parochial Church Council and the activities 
of the parish generally will be presented as well as the financial statements for the 
year ending on the 31st December. If you’re not sure whether you are on the Church 
Electoral Roll, or if you would like to be added to the Roll, please contact the Revd Pam 
or Mrs Liz Pocock (jepocock@uwclub.net or 01747 852647).

A Motcombe Gardens Open Day is planned to be held on Sunday 3rd June - 
something this village hasn’t done for several years.  I know there are lots of you who 
have lovely gardens and it would be marvellous if you could let me know if you could 
take part in this fundraising event for St Mary’s Church and open your garden for the 
day.  We’ll conclude the day with Cream Teas and cakes at the vicarage. More details 
nearer the time. 
Liz Pocock Tel: 852647 e mail: jepocock@uwclub.net

Messy Church on 14th January was great fun. Our theme was Epiphany – Letting your 
Llght Shine and we made treasure boxes, Epiphany bracelets, special hats fit for a king 
and thought about giving and receiving gifts. We made a paper chain of all the good 
gifts we could give to others then celebrated Messy’s 7th birthday with a special cake 
after a sausage and mash tea. We also thanked Jill Jenkinson for all her hard work, 
inspiration and energy over the years with Messy Church, as she has decided to step 
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down from organising it. Messy Church will take a break for a while and return in June 
or July when Revd Pam is back from sick leave.

The Gathering: The next Gathering will be on Sunday 15th April at 9.30am. The 
Gathering is a relaxed service that takes place occasionally on the third Sunday of 
the month.  Each time a different subject is chosen and explored through readings, 
prayers, hymns and discussion over coffee. Sometimes we end with a short, informal 
communion and the whole service usually takes about an hour. Recent subjects have 
been ‘Justice’, ‘Who do you think Jesus is?’ and ‘God’s Gifts – Our Gifts’ . All are welcome.
 
SERVICES IN MARCH
Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

Friday 2nd March 7.00pm Service for the Women’s World Day of Prayer
Sunday 4th                            11.15am Parish Communion (BCP)
Sunday 11th  9.30am Parish Communion
Sunday 18th  8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
   9.30am Family Service & Baptism of Tabitha Redman
Sunday 25th  9.30am Parish Communion for Palm Sunday

Monday 26th  Holy Week begins
   Morning and Evening Prayer (5.30pm) will be said Monday to  
   Wednesday during Holy Week
Thursday 29th   Maundy Thursday Eucharist with Foot Washing, Stripping of  
   the Altars & Vigil
Friday 30th   Good Friday 2.00pm Meditation and Prayer
Sunday 1st April  9.30am Family Communion for Easter Day

MOTCOMBE C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

The children of Motcombe Primary School have had a fantastic half term. Our Year 1 
children have been making the most of this frosty weather with a ‘Frozen Planet’ topic. 
They have been completing science experiments using ice and different insulating 
materials.

Our oldest children have been holding debates in class to learn how to communicate 
their views using persuasive, formal language. This means that they are able to disagree 
with each other in a respectful and articulate manner.

We have recently appointed a sports apprentice who is increasing the amount of 
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active learning that we are able to provide. Our sports teams have all shown excellent 
sportsmanship recently when competing against other schools in both netball and 
football.

During whole-school worship, we have explored the value of ‘perseverance’. The 
children have linked bible stories about ‘never giving up’ to their real life experiences 
and continued to show hard work and resilience in their school work.

We are thoroughly looking forward to the next half term where we can enjoy the early 
signs of spring and start to celebrate Easter.

Miss Kendrick
Vice Principal
Motcombe Primary School

-----o0o-----

An Ordinary Saturday?

It started as an ordinary Saturday for midwife Helen; time to catch up on jobs in the 
home at the end of a busy week, with Radio 4 “Saturday Live” on in the background. Yes, 
an ordinary Saturday … until …

“… his name was Dr Ivor Chance …” Those words stopped Helen in her tracks.

“That was my father!” she gasped.

 What she had just heard was part of a Radio 4 broadcast where listeners are 
invited to thank publicly anyone that they have not been able to express their thanks to 
directly, for whatever reason. Anne, the lady on air who had mentioned Helen’s father’s 
name, was recounting the circumstances surrounding her own birth in Uganda 60 
years previously. Anne’s mother had gone into premature labour and was rushed to a 
rural, ill-equipped hospital, where a young English missionary doctor, Dr Ivor Chance, 
was in charge. A tiny premature baby, who we now know to be Anne, was delivered by 
Dr Chance, but the mother desperately needed a blood transfusion. Anne went on to 
explain that, as there had been no blood available, the doctor had selflessly donated 
his own blood which resulted in saving the lives of both mother and baby. Anne had 
always wanted to thank Dr Chance for this act of kindness, but had never known his 
whereabouts to be able to do so.
 Helen was amazed at what she had just heard. She contacted Radio 4 to tell 
them that she was Dr Chance’s youngest child and how grateful she was to Anne for 
sharing her story. The following week, Helen was interviewed for the programme and 
gave some more background to Anne’s story.
 

...../continued on Page 24
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.....continued from Page 22

Dr Chance, accompanied by his wife and four small children, went to Uganda as a 
medical missionary, working there for 3 years. Sadly, six months after returning to 
England, he died. Helen had few, if any, memories of her father, other than things told 
to her by her mother and her siblings, yet here was someone thanking her own father 
for giving her the chance of life. 

Helen also married a doctor and together they spent 25 years as medical missionaries 
in Nepal, Bhutan and Tibet. She recalls the time when she talked with her mother about 
the plan she and her husband had of doing missionary work abroad, with their three 
children in tow. Her mother then movingly revealed that when Dr Chance realized that 
he was dying, he expressed his regret that he would no longer be able to work as a 
medical missionary, but he prayed that, one day, one of his children might undertake 
similar work abroad. Helen’s mother had never mentioned this to any of the children 
before, as she had felt that the pressure on them would be too great; only when she 
knew that Helen and her husband were serious about their plans did she reveal the 
details of this prayer. Helen felt overwhelmed at the thought that her motivation to 
undertake missionary work was partly as a result of her father’s prayer so many years 
before. 

Dr Chance’s children and their families now live in Australia, Thailand, Cornwall and 
Scotland, but Anne’s story has drawn them closer together. Emails now fly across the 
globe between them; while there is much gratitude to Anne, there is also great pride 
and love for a father who gave so much. Anne’s story highlights the importance of the 
simple act of saying ‘thank you’, and demonstrates what a huge impact this can have; it 
certainly did for this family!

How quickly just an ordinary Saturday for Helen suddenly became an extraordinary 
one!

Ann Brooks

(I have known Helen since she was four, because my brother married Dr Chance’s widow, 
adopted his four children and gave Helen two more brothers.)
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Syrian Refugee Families in Shaftesbury

After a packed meeting in Shaftesbury Town Hall last June, months of careful planning 
followed as we worked with Dorset’s Resettlement Officer and prepared to welcome a 
family, refugees from war-torn Syria who were living in a UN camp in the Lebanon. One 
family somehow became two families – two brothers who needed to stay together – 
and we found two suitable properties in the centre of Shaftesbury only a few hundred 
yards apart.

Both properties were totally unfurnished so the hunt was on for suitable furniture, 
china, curtains, lamps – the list seemed endless, but finally all was ready, beds made, a 
hot meal waiting for their arrival on 12th December last year. 
Not only were physical needs met, but also the educational ones. We did not know 
if any of the children had been to school, if they spoke any English, what their level 
of understanding might be. The Head at Abbey Primary School welcomed four of 
the children and ensured that they were safely settled in as soon as the Spring Term 
started: what happiness! The youngest girl is having such fun learning phonics, all of 
them are making English friends and learning English very fast as small children do. The 
oldest boy is at the Upper School and enjoying his time there, joining in many activities. 
Dorset County Council are being very supportive and ensuring that everything is as 
well organised as possible for all the children. They are fulfilling their duty of care as is 
the school and we are so grateful for that.

All we knew was that the men had come under the category of mining and 
construction – not too many mines in North Dorset we thought, but in fact building 
was what had been their trade and how they long to work again! There have been 
some possibilities of employment kindly offered but for the moment work is learning 
English for all of them which happens four days a week and we are grateful to 
volunteers for this as well as other services. As refugees, all the adults have the right to 
work as well as to receive benefits.

So what of the future? We have a bank account as we have various expenses which 
cannot be met under the Government Scheme – more funds are, of course, more than 
welcome. Please contact Malcolm Wilson (wilsonm191@aol.com ) if you can help.
We visit and support two delightful welcoming families who love being in Shaftesbury. 
I was asked the other day why the whole world could not be as welcoming and friendly 
as our town.

Sara Jacson for the “inner circle”

mailto:wilsonm191@aol.com
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in March

Sunday   4th March   8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 18th March 11.15 am Holy Communion with Hymns 
Friday   30th March 10.00 am Good Friday Meditation 
Wednesdays    9.00 am Morning Prayer

150th Anniversary Celebrations
This year marks the 150th anniversary of our current church, which was dedicated 
in 1868, to replace the mediaeval church at the east end of the village. To celebrate 
the anniversary, Bishop Nicholas will be joining us for a special service on Sunday 
23rd September at 4.30pm. There will be a church open afternoon beforehand, with 
refreshments and activities for all ages, and after the service there will be a barbecue 
which everyone is welcome to attend. Watch for more details in the village e-newsletter 
and future issues of Key Ring
For the service itself, we are planning to have a pop-up choir. We shall be inviting 
singers from across the Team to join us, but we hope that lots of people from the village 
will be part of the choir as well. There will be more details about this in Key Ring and 
the e-newsletter too.
We are also exploring the possibility of making it a full weekend of celebration by 
having a concert on Saturday 22nd September, featuring musicians from the village. 
You may remember that we had a similar concert a few years ago, which was a great 
success. If you sing or play an instrument and are interested in performing, please let us 
know.

Memorial Panel for Douglas Ford
Some people will have seen the wooden memorial panels in our side chapel. If you 
have never noticed them, do have a look.  They are all different and all hand-carved and 
they commemorate people who have played a part in the life of the church. 
A new panel has now been added, in memory of Douglas Ford, who died in 1995, and it 
will be blessed at our service on 18th February.

Tea and Stories
During March, there will be an Easter session of Tea and Stories, our group for young 
children and their parents and carers. Details are not yet settled, but there will be 
notices on the village notice boards nearer the time. If you would like to be kept 
informed of arrangements, please contact Gillian Cross (01747 811263 gillian@
gilliancross.co.uk) or Kelly Oakley (01747 812663).

mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
mailto:gillian@gilliancross.co.uk
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Thurs10.00am to 1.00pm Fri & Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707

          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk

Situated in Shaftesbury our homes have been providing the highest
quality care for 28 years.  We warmly welcome residents at all levels of

dependency and our dedicated team provide for detailed individual needs.

If you would like to visit us, please call on

01747 854699 (Castle Hill) 01747 852860 (Cedars)

Email:  admin@cedarscastlehill.co.uk
   Web:  www.cedarscastlehill.co.uk
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Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Budgens Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk

Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at

Shaftesbury Town Hall
at 10.00am

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.
For details contact Keith Aylen

Tel. 01747 851018
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LPA News

At a recent “Pause for Thought” (11.00 a.m. at the United Church, Bell Street on Fridays) 
we were thinking about “THE COMMON GOOD”.  We came up with the following list:

Basic Needs 
• Shelter

• Water

• Food 

• Heat

• Medicine/Health Care

Also the following
• Freedom of Belief

• Protection from Harm

• Friendship/Family

• Clothing

• Minimum Wage/ Work/Money

• Education

• Free Choice

• Equal Rights

       • Travel

        • Exercise

        • Community

Environment

        • Pollution

        • Green spaces

         • Global warming

We have much to be thankful for.  Think and pray for a while what we can be thankful 
for, and for those countries (perhaps through war or natural disaster) where even basic 
needs are a struggle.
Perhaps this Lent we could support Christian Aid at the Lent Lunches – Fridays in the 
Town Hall at 12 noon.

Sarah Hunt LPA

~o0o~



31

COPY  DEADLINE FOR 
THE APRIL ISSUE IS 

FRIDAY 9TH MARCH
AT 5PM

To advertise here contact the 
Team O�  ce on 01747 853060 
or e-mail o�  ce@Sha� esbury 

CofE.org.uk

In your time of need we are here 
to take care of all your funeral 

requirements

Call us 24 hours a day

Newbury
Gillingham

Dorset
SP8 4QL

Tel:  01747 822494

Newell
Sherborne

Dorset
DT9 4EZ

Tel:  01935 813479

Dignity Caring Funeral Ser-
vices

Pre Paid Funeral Plans avail-
able

Memorial Consultants
Floristry Advice

Funeral Stationery

Part of Dignity plc.  A British Company
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