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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                    01747 852193  simon@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy.mais47@gmail.com

Curate:   The Revd Kevin Martin kevin@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
   01747 229706

Helen.  Pam  and Kevin have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Katy Ashman                               01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

The Team Office is closed from 12noon on Friday 11th May until 9am on Monday 21st May
Also Bank Holiday Mondays 7th and 28th May

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:  Wendy Tindall-Shepherd                                       keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                      Tel. 01747 850821
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 855819
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

Easter is behind us, Christ is risen and we look forward to the coming of the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost. Our journey through Lent and Holy Week culminates in the great joy that 
we experience on Easter Day when we emerge from darkness into the incredible light 
of Christ’s resurrection. 

But what happens now? How do we continue to take that joy forward into our daily 
lives and not just leave it behind us at Easter? 

One way of keeping Christ alive in us is through our prayer life. Human beings are 
spiritual creatures. The word spirit comes from a word meaning breath (Latin spiritus; 
spirit in Greek is pneuma which also means breath). The presence of life, and therefore 
God, has long been associated with breath. God, as life-giving presence, lives in us. As 
one ancient proverb puts it, ‘To breathe is to pray.’

For us, to pray is to intend to hear God and to respond to God and thus grow into 
a closer relationship with God. In the Old Testament we hear of God’s relationship 
with the Patriarchs and the Prophets and realise just how pivotal in the history of the 
Israelites is God’s relationship with these people. Some such as Enoch and Noah (see 
Gen 5:22 and Gen 6:9) are described as ‘walking with God’. Moses’ relationship with God 
is described as friendship: ‘the Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks 
to a friend.’ (Ex 33:11). David’s relationship with God caused him to write the most 
beautiful prayers of praise and petition – the Psalms. Elijah found the Lord not in the 
storm, nor the earthquake nor the fire but in a whisper.

The Gospels emphasise the action of the Holy Spirit and the meaning of prayer in 
Christ’s ministry. Jesus’ prayers for himself, his disciples and for all believers before the 
events that led to his death and resurrection are a humble and trusting commitment of 
his human will to the loving will of the Father. We can also see throughout the Gospel 
accounts that prayer is central to everything Jesus does. There is frequent mention of 
Jesus withdrawing to a solitary place to pray - making time to be alone with God.
When I was in my mid to late teens I lived in South Africa and often visited a farm in 
the north-western Transvaal (now called Northern Province). It was a beautiful and 
surprising place. There was a deep gorge running through the property with a fast 
flowing river at the bottom and various secondary gorges running down into it with 
streams, waterfalls and pools.  There was a wonderful contrast of dry, dusty bush with 
cool, leafy glades. One could canoe down the river, find a niche in the rocks, sit in 
solitude near a clear pool or waterfall or take a walk through the bush at the top of the 
gorge. It was a wonderful place to find time to be alone with God and this was where I 
first became fully aware of the presence of God here with us in everything we do, in all 
the people we meet and in the beauty of the world God has created. The sun filtering 
through the trees, the smell of the dust, the coolness of the water; watching insects, 
birds and lizards going about their busy lives. This is where I became fully conscious of 
my relationship with God.
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I have always been something of a chatterbox with God, yet at the most difficult times 
in my life I seem to go quiet. Take these past few months since my cancer diagnosis, I’ve 
found it really hard to pray and yet I’ve been more aware than ever of God’s presence 
beside me, walking this whole journey with me and, like in the Footsteps poem, 
carrying me when it all got a bit too much.

Prayer is our conversation with God and constantly evolves, changing according to 
circumstance and opportunity. What is right for one is not necessarily right for another. 
Our experiences will vary because we are all different and have diverse experiences; our 
relationship with God will not be the same as our neighbour’s. And if there are times 
when you find you just can’t pray, just go with it and know that those are the times 
when God is closest to you, breathing his life into you, sustaining you and giving you 
strength to carry on.

Guest Speaker from Msaada on Sunday 6th May

How has the ‘Send a Cow’ project progressed and what difference has it made to the 
families in Rwanda? Many will remember the large mural-type picture that was on 
display at Orchard Park which was made up of blocks sponsored and painted by various 
artists and organisations. The ‘Cow Lift’ was a very ambitious venture and one which 
has proved very successful. St James’ Church is delighted that Billy Kelly, the regional 
organiser, who lives in Gillingham, has kindly accepted our invitation to come and tell 
us the recent news from Rwanda and will be attending the 9.30am service on Sunday 
6th May. Everyone will be warmly welcomed and we hope that many of you will take 
the opportunity to hear what he has to say. In the ‘Letters’ section of the Blackmore 
Vale Magazine some weeks ago, there was a letter from a local person praising the 
work of Msaada. He reported that he had been to Rwanda on three occasions and 
saw first hand how their funds are being used to benefit widows and families and also 
funding projects at school. He closed by encouraging everyone to look at the work of 
smaller charities and see what they achieve – Msaada is truly one of those amazing 
achievements.  
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St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

TLC FOR YOUR GARDEN

Borders, clearing, hedges up to 
6ft maintained.

All weathers
Honest and reliable

Call to arrange a chat
Joe Hashman 07711 032697

andrewward57@btinternet.com
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Christian Aid Week......and a Christian Aid Lunch with a 
special added taste of Syrian cookery 
 
It is very rare that a Lent Lunch has to be cancelled but St James’, St John’s and Father’s 
House had to call theirs off because of the “Beast from the East” in early March.  As the 
lunches are one of our main fund raisers the organisers decided to hold a “one-off” in 
Christian Aid Week which starts on Sunday May 13th.  We are able to use the Town Hall 
on Wednesday 16th, and an extra dimension has been suggested and adopted: 
     The two Syrian refugee families, who have been settling into life in Shaftesbury since 
December, are keen to meet more of us, enjoy cooking and would like to participate 
in the lunch in some way. So we are thinking along the lines of them preparing a 
Syrian dish as an addition to the usual soup, bread and cheese. They are having English 
lessons but communication is still somewhat limited, so we are still in the planning 
stage. Nearer the time there will be more details in your church notices. Everyone 
is welcome and we hope that many will take this opportunity of meeting our new 
neighbours, and enjoying just a taste of Syrian cooking. 
 
Our stalwart band of volunteers will be taking to the streets during Christian Aid week, 
putting the familiar envelopes through letter boxes all round the town.  As we have 
said before, this is not the most popular of jobs, and the committee is always so grateful 
to those carrying out this endeavour. Please greet your collector with a smile and if you 
are unable to contribute financially, wish them well anyway.
 
There are many, many stories of how Christian Aid is making a difference to the lives 
of people around the world who really struggle due to famine, storms, floods, war and 
extreme poverty. We are so fortunate in our peaceful corner of Dorset and it is easy to 
feel helpless in the face of so much suffering. We can help, though, through Christian 
Aid, and every donation, whether large or small, can bring hope and the chance of a 
better future to those most in need. Thank you always for your support.

Tricuro Shaftesbury Plus 

Operates from the Trinity Centre in Bimport.  They are offering a Community Lunch 
every Wednesday – 12.15pm to 1.30pm.  The charge is £5.00 for a home cooked two 
course lunch.  It has become very popular so it is advisable to book in advance.  Phone 
the Centre on 01747 854959 when you can enquire about the menu and tell the Centre 
of any allergies.  
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Wednesday 13 June -Journeys in Peacemaking across the Globe.
Rt. Reverend Peter Price

7.30pm (Doors open 7.00pm) 
St. John’s Church, Enmore Green

Peter Price is the former Bishop of Bath and Wells. He has been chair of the international  
peace building and conflict resolution organisation ‘Conciliation Resources ‘for the 
past five years. Peter’s interest and involvement in peace building began in Northern 
Ireland in the late 1960s.  Through his interest in theologies of liberation he has 
travelled widely in Latin American and South America in the 1980s particularly focusing 
on the so called ‘Dirty Wars’ in Nicaragua and El Salvador.  During his career, he was the 
Secretary of  the United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (USPG) during the 
1990s visiting Africa, the Indian sub-continent, Asia and the Middle East.      He was a 
member of a delegation in 1999 looking at the impact of sanctions on the people of 
Iraq.   Peter’s latest book is ‘Things that make for Peace – a Christian Peacemaker in a 
World of War’.  

At the end of his Talk, there will be the opportunity to ask questions and to purchase a 
signed copy of his latest book.  

There will be no charge for this evening and visitors will be asked to contribute to the 
Burns Price Foundation which makes grants to young people between the ages of 11 
and 18 who want to make a difference in the world.  

For further information please contact Jo Churchill on 01747 850432 or jo.churchill@
enmoregreen.co.uk 

mailto:jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk
mailto:jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk
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St Peter’s

Doughnut Time with Bell Street School of Dance
£230 was raised for the Akamba Aid Fund at our daytime event on March 17. A big 
thank you to all who attended, especially Eleanor Wetherilt and her dancers who 
provided great entertainment.
Ros Wetherilt

Operation Christmas Child - Shoeboxes
If you are following the 10 month plan to fill a shoe box for a child in need, in May we 
will be concentrating on games to play with others such as dominoes, draughts, jenga, 
cards such as Snap, but we are asked NOT to include the 4-suit variety. Do think about 
the age of child you are buying for; Snap is probably not suitable for the 10-14 year 
old group!.  When you have made your purchase, pop it in your shoe box, if you are 
intending to make up your own box, or bring it into St Peter’s and place it in the small 
swing bin in the tower area.
Elizabeth Selwood

A Labour of Love 
It was a good month they said when we walked into the tiny St John’s Hall, only six 
sheets instead of the usual eight.  We weren’t sure why there were only six but there 
was a vibrant front cover for the Easter edition and we quickly set to work.
The monthly process of collating all of the six, or eight, sheets (each carrying four 
pages) of Key Ring is methodically organised by Mary and Keith.  A line of tables is set 
up in the centre of the hall with pads of the individual, numbered pages carefully set 
out in the right order and the right way up. Then the collators, usually two or three 
ladies, can walk around the tables, clock- or anti-clockwise depending on the layout 
of the day, and pick up the sheets in the correct order to make the full edition.  These 
sheaves of loose papers are carefully laid at the head of the table with alternate packs 
laid at 90° angles so that they don’t get mixed up. Then, when the piles are big enough, 
they are carried to a side table where the two “staplers”, usually volunteer men, fix the 
sheets together.  Any deviation from this strict routine ends up in chaos with Key Rings 
with odd or double pages and some upside down or back to front. 
The “staplers” pick up each pack of loose sheets, tap them neatly to match the edges, 
place them into the stapler and duly punch them twice, with the staples smooth side 
on the outside cover.  Finally the sheets are folded down the centre line and given a 
quick swish with a knife-edge to make a smart crease. So, after all that, the finished 
copies are ready for batching up and dispatch.  Six sheets instead of eight does make 
a small difference.  The staples seem to pierce in a little more easily but there are still 
nearly a thousand of them to be driven home at two per copy.
That is the plan and for most of the time it goes very well, until, of course, the staples 
run out or get jammed in the machine.  The men are up to the task and tackle the 
device with a few choice words and a pair of pliers. Meanwhile the collators pile up 
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even more loose pages, so that the “staplers” have to speed up their punching rate once 
the repairs are made.  
On one occasion, an elderly man, in his haste, pierced his thumb when clearing a 
blockage and a dozen or so Key Rings were marked with tiny drops of blood.  Help was 
at hand as one of the resourceful ladies rummaged in her handbag and produced a 
sticking plaster that quickly solved the problem.
With the march of progress and technology and modern copiers, this monthly task 
could easily be automated and, instead of all the stacking, folding and punching of the 
stapler, the volunteers would be made redundant. Perhaps so, but then we would miss 
the monthly social gathering, the friendly chat and the elbow twinges the next day.

John Parker   A sometimes helper.

From the Registers 
Baptisms 
April 22

Sadie Grace Aviss
Hugo Mark Chant
Harper Bow Chant

May Calendar (as at press time; check pew sheets/website for later updates)

Thu 3rd              10.30am              Little Fishes
Sun 6th                Afternoon        Shaftesbury Town Band in concert (Start time TBC)
Wed 10th                      7.00pm             Team Service for Ascension Day
Sat 12th                8.30am             Men’s Breakfast
Sun 13th               All day          Shaftesbury Food Festival – check for road closures
Tue 15th              7.30pm              PCC Meeting
Thu 17th            10.30am              Little Fishes
Sat 21st              10.30am              Doughnut Time
Sun 20th              3.00pm              Baptism Service
Tue 22nd              7.30pm              Sing and Praise
Wed 23rd             7.30pm              ‘Heavenly Sounds’ Concert - Soest’s New Guild of Singers
Sun 27th              3.00pm              Baptism Service
Thu 31st            10.30am              Little Fishes
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe
For the Royal Wedding on 19th May St Mary’s and Motcombe Memorial Hall are 
holding a joint venture to celebrate this special event. A live streaming of the wedding 
will take place followed by a light lunch provided by St Mary’s. More details will be 
available nearer the time.

Motcombe Open Gardens will take place on Sunday 3rd June when various gardens 
around the village will be open for viewing from 12.00 noon. Cream teas, cakes and 
other refreshments will be available at the Vicarage, Bittles Green throughout the 
afternoon from 2.30pm. This is a fundraising event for St Mary’s Church. More details 
nearer the time.
 
SERVICES IN MAY
Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

Sunday 6th            11.15am Rogation Service at Frog Lane Farm
               1.00pm Baptism of Evelina Gemma Franco
Sunday 13th               9.30am Parish Communion
Sunday 20th               8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
               9.30am Family Service 
Sunday 27th               9.30am Parish Communion 
               12noon      Baptism of Holly Elizabeth Natalie Bromley

MOTCOMBE C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

During last term, the Spring term, the children all worked hard to learn about and 
celebrate Spring time and the Christian celebration of Easter.

We held two Easter services in church which were well attended and enjoyed by many 
family members. The children spoke confidently about their learning and shared 
poems, songs and dances linked to the Easter story.

In lessons the pupils have experienced some fantastic topics ranging from the Great 
Fire of London to the Vikings. Our Year 5 pupils held a ‘Viking Day’ which involved 
dressing as Vikings, cooking and eating Viking recipes and making Viking jewellery.

Our school sport continues to go from strength to strength with our pupils 
representing us well in many sporting competitions such as swimming galas and 
netball tournaments. We also held a dance-athon for ‘Sport Relief’ and raised £174 for 
charity.

The children thoroughly enjoyed celebrating ‘World Book Day’ by dressing as their 
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favourite book characters all day, and coming back to school in their pyjamas for a 
bedtime story under fairy lights with hot chocolate.

We look forward to the Summer term and some much anticipated sunshine.

Miss Kendrick
Vice Principal
Motcombe Primary School

FUNDRAISING BY MOTCOMBE RUNNERS

On Sunday 20th May 2018 a team from Motcombe Runners will be taking part 
in the Wessex Ridgeway Relay, a 100 metre relay race across Dorset from Tollard 
Royal to Lyme Regis. They will be raising money along the way for the League of 
Friends of Shaftesbury Westminster Hospital. Donations can be made at 
https///mydonatebt.com/fundraisers/motcomberunners 
Barbara Skull 
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WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
                                                                                                                                                     Est 1972

GUARANTEED REPAIRS TO ALL TYPES OF WASHING MACHINES 
AND TWIN TUBS

OAP DISCOUNTS - 24 HOUR SERVICE - SET LABOUR FEE
NEW MACHINES AVAILABLE

PREMIER ELECTRICS - 0800 592107

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have enough room to 
put them up?

Rate - £35 per head per night, reduced to £30 for associates of locals and 
members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin  bedded room, all en-suite. living room with 
a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV and have breakfast.

Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365

Foot Care
including nail cutting, corns and callus treatment

Bill and Fiona Davis MCFHP MAFHP

0748 4855 370

fi ona _billfootcare@btinternet.com

Home visits
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J O S E P H  P E A C O C K
PA I N T E R  &  D E C O R AT O R

0 7 9 6 7  6 6 4 4 4 6

I N T E R I O R  *  E X T E R I O R  *  F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com

T: 01747 445015  M:07795274118  info@fullertonfurnishings.co.uk
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St James’ Church

Congratulations!
On 3rd March we celebrated the 80th Birthday of Canon John Fuller with special 
celebration cake after the Sunday Holy Communion service.

Grateful Thanks
The PCC would like to say how grateful they are to all organists who have stood in for 
Chris Mahon whilst he has been indisposed; their support has been amazing over a 
very busy period. Chris was back at the ‘mighty Wurlitzer’ for Easter Day and it was good 
to see him in fine form. Our Easter Day service found us celebrating with many visitors 
which made it even more special.

Sudan Recycling Sale
Our 11th Recycling Sale was held on Saturday 24th March.  Fortunately, the weather 
was kind and it didn’t snow, with the result that a large crowd was gathered outside 
the Town Hall at 10am to hear some very special guests open the proceedings. In 
recognition of the contribution that the sales have made to the Sudan Medical Link 
fund over the years, we were able to welcome the Bishop of Salisbury, Nick Holtam 
and his wife Helen who explained to the assembled crowd the necessity of providing 
this vital aid to the people of Sudan. Ceremonies over, the doors were opened and the 
buying began. This year we not only filled the Town Hall but also used St Peter’s Hall as 
an overspill art gallery and a place for small furniture. 
     Bargains, tea and cake and a raffle made a combined total from the day of just over 
£3,000 and more still to come from the auction sale of some more valuable items. But 
beyond the fund raising this was a very sociable occasion with a friendly atmosphere, 
some great examples of generosity and a demonstration of the efforts of our churches 
to reach out to those who do not live the privileged lives that we enjoy. Many thanks to 
all those who helped, or just came along and supported our efforts. 
     We will be repeating the exercise next year so, in the meantime, if you are involved in 
downsizing or clearing a house, attic, shed or garage then please bear us in mind.  We 
also collect tools of any kind which are passed on to Tool Aid who refurbish them and 
send them out to developing countries. 
     Contact Julian Richards julian@archaemedia.co.uk or mobile 07974 913878.

Abbey School
With Easter coming early this year, the Spring Term at Abbey Primary School finished 
on 29th March. The school was the usual hive of activity, with two special events during 
the last week of term: the Poetry Recital competition and the Decorated Easter Egg 
competition.
     The Poetry Recital competition was held on 28 March. All the children had chosen 
a poem to learn by heart and three contestants from each year group were selected 
to perform their choices to the whole school. The judges Anne Heywood, former vicar 

mailto:julian@archaemedia.co.uk
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of St. James’, Catherine Simmons, local poet, and Tertia Goodricke, vice chair of the 
Governors, had a very difficult task to pick the winners as all the entries were of a very 
high standard. Prizes were awarded by Anne Heywood; Catherine Simmons recited 
two of her own compositions on the topical subject of snow! Pupils also took the 
opportunity to say farewell to Mrs Davies, year 1 teacher, who is taking a break after ten 
years at Abbey, a presentation was made and everyone expressed good wishes for her 
future.
     The last day of term saw the judging of the Easter egg competition. Each of the 
many entries had been decorated on the theme of ‘When I grow up, I want to be…..’, 
which revealed a very interesting set of aspirations, ranging from several doctors, vets 
and ballerinas to a fireman and an ‘egg’cologist! All the eggs were decorated most 
imaginatively and reflected a lot of hard work, altogether a very creative process.  Prizes 
were awarded at the end of term assembly on Thursday afternoon.  
The Summer Term begins on Monday 16th April.
   
Holy Week – Monday 26th and Tuesday 27th March 
Abbey School came to St James’ to ‘Experience Easter’. This was an initiative started by 
Jill Fuller a few years ago and is the third time we have set up six stations within the 
church where the children can interact with a ‘leader’ and learn about the events of 
Jesus’ life up to his crucifixion.       
      After school on the Tuesday an Easter Egg hunt was well attended by over 30 
children and their parents/carers; Julian Richards provided an excellent set of rhyming 
clues, seven of which were inside the church and seven outside. Once all questions 
were answered correctly chocolate Easter bunnies were handed out and hot cross 
buns with a hot or cold drink provided. This proved to be an enjoyable and worthwhile 
exercise where we met parents and the children in a relaxed and happy atmosphere; 
we will consider repeating something similar again next year.

Pilgrim Service
The theme for our service on Sunday 9th April was ‘Surprised by Light’. Pilgrim has been 
emotionally drained by the events of Holy Week. All his hopes have crashed in ruins 
around him as his leader has been killed as a common criminal. It seems as though the 
world is only full of darkness and evil in all its forms – and hope is totally absent. His 
backpack feels twice its normal weight – and he himself just feels old and depressed. 
There seems nothing left to live for. BUT there are rumours of Jesus seen alive, an empty 
tomb, even travellers at Emmaus recognising their friend as he broke bread at supper. 
What does this all mean – It’s against nature, but is it possible? After the removal of 
Jesus’ body from the cross and its burial, Pilgrim’s brain clears – he’s astonished by the 
dawning realisation which he’s been so slow to understand – some have caught on well 
before him: there is light at the end of his tunnel and he suddenly realises its source. 
The risen Christ!! 
Please join us at our next service on Sunday 13th May; you may enjoy this more informal 
form of worship.
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From the Registers

Baptism
Sunday 25th March – Flynn Hulcoop

Funeral
Friday 23rd March – Kelvin Pritchard

Burial of Ashes
Saturday 24th March – Chris Wallis

Events for your Diaries
Saturday 5th May at 12 noon – Beating the Bounds
Meet at church in stout footwear, waterproofs if needed and with a sandwich and 
drink all prepared for Beating the Bounds -  an ancient custom still observed in many 
English parishes. Its roots go back to mediaeval times when parishes reaffirmed 
their boundaries by processing round them at Rogationtide. (More information from 
Philippa Tel. 852365)

Sunday 6th May at the 9.30am service – Guest Speaker Billy Kelly with recent news from 
Rwanda (see details on Pg 4)

Sunday 13th May 
Christian Aid Week begins.
4.00pm to 5.30pm ‘How we see the future of St James’, A discussion on how best to 
move forward for the future, following by tea – this meeting is open to all. St James’ is 
just one church within the Team which, having its own special identity needs to look 
at how it operates alongside the other churches and complements what they have to 
offer. Please give this some thought and join us with your input.    
The Pilgrim Service will follow at 6pm.

Wednesday 16th May 12 noon to 1.30pm – Christian Aid Lunch with a special added 
taste of Syrian cookery (see details in Team Section)

Pentecost Sunday 20th May 11am to 4.30pm – Garden Open at Philippa and Nick’s, 
Oaklands, East Orchard  SP7 0LQ. Coffees; Soup and Roll lunch and Teas. Funds towards 
‘Church & Community Together’ project. Any offers of help will be appreciated (01747 
812365).

Sunday 24th June – The Great Get Together 2018. St James’ village and church will be 
getting together for Open Gardens with Vintage Type Tea party in church grounds. This 
would have been MP Jo Cox’s 44th birthday weekend. Timing to be confirmed.
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“Heavenly Sounds” in Shaftesbury
Singers from Germany with romantic church music and spirituals
On Wednesday 23rd May four professional singers from Germany will fill St Peter’s 
church with the glorious sound of romantic church music. Their programme includes 
works by Mozart, Fauré, Franck, Elgar and Britten, together with a selection of 
traditional spirituals arranged for four voices.The ensemble comes from Soest, a small 
cathedral city in Westfalia and their name “SONGS” is short for “Soest’s New Guild of 
Singers”.

The group have been singing together for 12 years. Jana Stehr has made a name across 
Europe with her vibrant soprano voice – she has been a soloist with the Prague opera, 
a regular singer in the Cologne Philharmonie. Her colleagues Maren Tröndle (mezzo-
soprano) and Frank Rinsche (tenor) are both known in Westfalia as interpreters of 
church music. The baritone Peter Griffith is actually British (as one might guess from 
his name), but he has been living in Germany for over 30 years. Peter’s humorously 
informative introductions to the songs are an integral part of “heavenly sounds”. 
The fifth member of SONGS is the pianist Bettina Casdorff, who holds the ensemble 
together, with energy and musicality; a highly successful chamber musician and 
accompanist, she gives concerts all over Germany with her trio “Tityre”.

The group’s repertoire is wide, extending from classical part-songs to scenes from 
Mozart operas, and from Viennese operetta to Gershwin musicals. For their “Heavenly 
Sounds” programme in May, they have chosen a rich selection of English, French and 
German religious music from the romantic era, including Fauré’s exquisite “Cantique 
de Jean Racine” and Elgar’s magnificent “Ave Verum”. These are followed by a sequence 
of spirituals both lively and emotional, ranging from old favourites like “Deep River” to 
less familiar works like “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”. All four singers are accustomed to 
performing as soloists, and the programme includes not only works for four voices, but 
also solos, duets and trios.
The concert “Heavenly Sounds” begins at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday 23rd May. Tickets cost 
£10, and are available at the door.  

Orchards and Margaret Marsh

No report received
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Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Budgens Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk

Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at

Shaftesbury Town Hall
at 10.00am

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.
For details contact Keith Aylen

Tel. 01747 851018
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Services in May

6th May   9.30am Parish Communion
11th May Church Breakfast 
13th May   11.15am Rogation Sunday Parish Communion in Nigel and 

Hannah Kay’s barn 
20th May  No service in St Thomas’s 
26th May 4 pm Wedding of Scott Guy and Kelly Evans
27th May  11.15am Matins (including Carver Memorial celebration and 

refreshments, see below) 

OTHER DATES FOR THE DIARY 

19th May Royal Wedding Jamboree hosted by Nigel and Hannah Key.  Opening 
of the church tower, tours, and a chance for visitors to try ringing the 
bells. 

 2nd June Churchyard tidy.  Everyone’s help is very welcome.

10th June 11.15 am Pet Service hopefully in the church grounds if the weather 
is favourable.  This year we have booked a speaker from Dorset 
Mammals Group who will talk about hedgehog rescue and how we 
can become ‘a hedgehog friendly village’.  Refreshments, including 
dog biscuits, etc, will be served after the service.  Everyone welcome, 
with or without pets!

Easter Services
Our Easter Service was taken by Revd Mary Ridgewell.  The church was beautifully 
decorated by Ann Brooks and Valerie Warrington and their team.  The bells were 
rung and the church was very well attended.  The children (and adults) enjoyed an 
Easter Egg hunt in the churchyard after the service. The Good Friday reflection and 
readings, a sombre occasion, was reasonably well supported by participants in  sad but 
anticipatory frame of mind.

The Carver Commemoration
The Reverend Bernard Carver was vicar at Melbury at the end of the nineteenth century 
and beginning of the twentieth.  His son served in the Guards and was killed in the First 
World War.  He is commemorated on the lychgate.  Members of the family are buried in 
New Yard over the main road.
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Thurs10.00am to 1.00pm Fri & Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities



24

Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC-A-BRAC ETC.

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury

Dorset
SP7 8JW

Tel. 0774 205 9707

          www.goldhillgallery.co.uk

Situated in Shaftesbury our homes have been providing the highest
quality care for 28 years.  We warmly welcome residents at all levels of

dependency and our dedicated team provide for detailed individual needs.

If you would like to visit us, please call on

01747 854699 (Castle Hill) 01747 852860 (Cedars)

Email:  admin@cedarscastlehill.co.uk
   Web:  www.cedarscastlehill.co.uk
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St John’s, Enmore Green
May  2018

May 6  6.30pm Evensong
May 13  11.15am Parish Communion
May 20  11.15am Parish Communion
May 27  11.15am Family Service 

Wednesday 2nd  May  – Coffee Morning
10.00am in the Church Hall
All Welcome         

Wednesday 16th May – Christian Aid Lunch in the Town Hall
12 noon to 1.30pm
Because of the ‘Beast from the East’ which gave us such heavy snow, the Lent lunch had 
to be postponed until now. 
 (There will be the addition of a simple Syrian dish, cooked by the Syrian refugee families 
who have been living among us for nearly 4 months now.  They are looking forward 
to being with us and meeting more Shaftesbury people at the lunch.  It seems a lovely 
opportunity as some of Christian Aid’s work is among Syrian refugees.)

Saturday 26 May – St. John’s in the Town Hall
10.00am to 2.00pm.
Our annual visit up the Hill.  Stalls are:  Bric a brac, books, cakes and produce, plants, 
greetings cards   We will have a splendid Raffle with the first prize of a super hamper 
from Virginia Hayward with several other quality prizes.  Raffle tickets are on sale now  
and will be drawn at 1.45pm on the 26th.  If you can contribute to any of our Stalls we 
would be grateful.   Ring Elizabeth Preston on 01747 850654 if you would like anything 
collected, or if you could sell some raffle tickets for us. 

The Friends of St. John’s will be looking after the culinary side of things –  bacon butties 
first on the menu.   

A date for your Diary

Wednesday 13 June –Things that Make for Peace –
Journeys in Peacemaking across the Globe.
Rt. Reverend Peter Price 
(See Pg 8)
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in May
Sunday   6th May    8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 20th May                11.15 am Rogation: Holy Communion with Hymns 
Wednesdays    9.00 am Morning Prayer

Rogationtide
On 20th May, we shall be celebrating Pentecost, in company with the Church across the 
world. We shall also be marking Rogationtide in our service, which will be in church and 
not out of doors. It would be interesting to hear how people feel about doing it this 
way. Please let us know your views

150th Anniversary Celebrations—22nd and 23rd September
Over the next few months, we shall be making detailed plans for our celebration 
weekend. In particular, we shall be thinking about gathering singers for the pop-up 
choir at the service on Sunday 23rd, when Bishop Nicholas will be with us. We shall also 
be planning the concert we hope to hold on 22nd September and the activities for our 
church open afternoon on the 23rd. 
Please look out for more information on the village noticeboards and in village emails 
and speak to one of the church wardens, or a member of the PCC if you would like to 
help with any of these things.

Annual Meeting
By the time you read this, we shall have held our Annual Meeting. There will be 
information about the new PCC and church officers in the next issue of Key Ring.

Keeping in touch with village news
For the past few years, Sophie Fairchild has been sending out emails to keep people in 
touch with what is going on in the village. She has also set up our village e-newsletter 
and posted news on the village website. We all owe her a huge debt of gratitude for the 
work she has done. Thank you, Sophie.
Imogen McMillan has now kindly agreed to take over the task of sending round emails 
about village news to those who are signed up to receive them. If you would like to 
sign up, please email comptonabbas@yahoo.com to have your name added to the list.
The village still needs to find someone to take on the task of putting together the 
village newsletter. It has a very important part to play in keeping people in the village 
in touch with all kinds of news and events. Please think about whether you could help 
with this.

mailto:comptonabbas@yahoo.com


27

COPY  DEADLINE FOR 
THE JUNE ISSUE IS 
FRIDAY 11TH MAY

AT 5PM

To advertise here contact the 
Team O�  ce on 01747 853060 
or e-mail o�  ce@Sha� esbury 

CofE.org.uk

In your time of need we are here 
to take care of all your funeral 

requirements

Call us 24 hours a day

Newbury
Gillingham

Dorset
SP8 4QL

Tel:  01747 822494

Newell
Sherborne

Dorset
DT9 4EZ

Tel:  01935 813479

Dignity Caring Funeral Ser-
vices

Pre Paid Funeral Plans avail-
able

Memorial Consultants
Floristry Advice

Funeral Stationery

Part of Dignity plc.  A British Company



And there appeared unto them 
cloven tongues like as of fire, 
and it sat upon each of them.

And they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit 

gave them utterance.

            ACTS 2:  3-4 (KJV)


