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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                    01747 852193  simon@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Curate:   The Revd Kevin Martin kevin@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
   01747 229706

Helen.  Pam  and Kevin have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:                  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:                                          Wendy Tindall-Shepherd          keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                                 Tel. 01747 822299
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 01747 855819
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

Dear Friends

I expect many of you have already enjoyed your holiday – as I write, some time ahead 
of publication, I am still anticipating mine! What a special thing holidays are. Something 
to plan, anticipate, and then enjoy – what could be more special? For me it’s a chance 
to leave the world behind, to go where there is no television and very poor and 
intermittent phone coverage, a newspaper is available if you walk about half a mile to 
the shop but why would you do that? I can just opt out and lead an entirely different 
life to my everyday one.

I am not alone in this – let’s face it – even God felt like that sometimes. As Genesis tells 
us, God worked and then even the Supreme Being felt like a day off – so he took one. 
This then struck him as such a good idea that he arranged things so that we too might 
have that precious ‘down time’. At times of stress Jesus took himself off for a bit of quiet 
thinking time, to re-connect with his Father and I’m sure, just to chill out for a while and 
get things into perspective.

The author Salley Vickery wrote an enchanting book called Mr Golightly’s Holiday. This is 
a tale about God deciding to take a holiday here on earth in the present time. He rents 
a cottage and decides that the time has come for him to up-date his best seller of past 
ages – the Bible. The book is so cleverly constructed that the reader is unaware for quite 
some time, who Mr Golightly really is, in fact one is left to deduce this as the author 
never tells us until the very end – and then not actually in so many words. .

God is hoping that the leisure provided by the holiday will allow him to get more in 
touch with the modern world – which it does – but as he gets to know his neighbours, 
Mr Golightly is forced to re-examine his attitude to life and to the terrible catastrophe 
of his only son’s death. Like the rest of us Mr Golightly finds his holiday full of 
distractions. He gets up every day with the best of intentions to start his re-write, but 
as far as I can remember, when the book ends he still hasn’t quite managed it! I can 
heartily recommend this as a good holiday read, or something just as enjoyable on a 
cold, wet autumn evening. 

Many of us in this world are workaholics and admirable as this can be, it is still very 
important to remember that even God stopped for a rest and that must surely be his 
plan for us too. So, if you have had your holiday, take a while to sit and just revel in 
the happy memories of the time when you left your everyday world behind and did 
something different for a short while. If, like me you are still waiting in anticipation, 
think of all the things you will do which you don’t usually – also all those things which 
you usually do and are quite determined not to on your holiday!

Jo Johnson LLM
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An evening with Bishop Peter Price
in preparation for Advent.

Tuesday 6th November 7.30pm in St. John’s Church, Enmore Green.  

An evening of reflection, conversation and worship on the publication of his book 
A Shaking Reality – Daily Reflections for Advent 

The book takes its inspiration from the witness of Father Alfred Delp who was 
imprisoned and executed by the Nazis in 1945.   ‘Advent is a time when all ought 
to be shaken and brought to a realisation of ourselves’ Delp reflected.  A season 
when ‘We may ask why God has sent us into this time?’  Archbishop Justin Welby 
says of  A Shaking Reality  -  Peter Price gently, but with great firmness, calls us 
to be shaken by Jesus, to have our senses stirred, to be awakened to the power 
of the birth of Jesus, to hear the call to celebration and the warning of judgement.

An evening with Bishop Peter will provide us with an opportunity to consider 
together how we too  may find courage and compassion to face the challenges of 
our contemporary world and understand a little better why God has sent us into 
this time.  
There is no charge for this evening – reservations see St. John’s page 

CHRISTIAN AID
TWO IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR OCTOBER DIARY

Welcome to Autumn after what has been an exceptional summer and which we 
hope you have all enjoyed (or endured, depending on how you like your weather!)  
The Shaftesbury committee have two events this month which we hope you 
will support, bearing in mind that CA are actively working in India following the 
devastating floods there which have rendered so many people homeless and cost 
lives. There is much to do in an endeavour to relieve those who have suffered so 
grievously and funds are desperately needed. Our first event is the HARVEST 
LUNCH which will take place in Shaftesbury Town Hall on FRIDAY OCTOBER 
5TH, serving the usual home made soup between noon and 1.30pm.  This one is 
hosted by the whole committee, so all churches will be represented. An excellent 
opportunity to meet and break bread together.  
The second occasion is our popular AUTUMN QUIZ AND PLOUGHMANS SUPPER 
on FRIDAY 19TH OCTOBER.  The venue is Fathers House and doors will be open 
from 6.30pm ready to start quizzing at 7pm. This is a light-hearted event for teams 
of four (ideally) for which we would hope for donations of £6 per person to include 
supper. To book a table and to assist with catering, contact either your local church 
CA representative or phone 01747 854294.  Be assured of a warm welcome to one 
or both of these occasions. Christian Aid depends on you. 
S.B.
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Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

andrewward57@btinternet.com

St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Maths Tuition
         ISEB 11+/13+, IGCSE/GCSE (inc: further maths, statistics), A-level

Experienced local Maths Tutor for all ages
  

Tailor-made sessions, available in the comfort of your own home. (Enhanced 
DBS and references available on request)

For more information, or to arrange a free initial consultation,
please contact:

Rachel Day : 07983 311084      or        rcday@outlook.com

Building confi dence at every step!
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St Peter’s

Our fundraising priorities
St Peter’s quinquennial inspection was carried out during January 2017
The architect’s report listed several items which in his opinion needed  ”attention 
without delay”.  Most of these were routine maintenance and we have been able to 
attend to them all during the past 18 months using funds from the “repairs” budget.
The report then listed “less urgent repairs”, which included replacing plastic rainwater 
pipes, and repairing/replacing louvres on the tower.
However the most significant problems involve the erosion of the Dorset Greensand 
Stonework around the clerestory/west windows, and the north windows running 
parallel with the pavement of the High Street.  Our architect has estimated that we will 
need to raise about £15,000 to effect remedial measures.  Failure to do so would mean 
that the situation will become steadily worse.
With this sum of money in mind it is hoped that by the time you read this the exhibition 
of quilts to be held in the church from Thursday 27th – Saturday 29th September 10.00 
a.m. – 4.00 p.m. will have proved popular.  Its success depends entirely on the selling 
of raffle tickets!  Other events, including the one reported immediately below, will be 
arranged to continue our efforts to fund this work.
John Hunt, Treasurer

Come and Sing
Hymns, anthems and worship songs on Sunday 21st October from 4pm, led by David 
Grierson and St Peter’s (extended) choir, and, depending on the items requested, 
members of St Peter’s Worship Band. The event is being organised to raise funds for 
essential building repairs to the church. You are invited to nominate a hymn, anthem or 
worship song with a dedication, if desired, for a donation of £5 per item. For those who 
would like to request a choir anthem, a list of the better-known anthems sung by St 
Peter’s choir is on the church notice board. Request forms are available from the table 
by the west(main) door and completed forms with the appropriate amount of money 
should be returned to Elizabeth Selwood. The event will include an interval during 
which tea will be served.

What does it take to keep a church active in the community?
At St Peter’s we are fortunate to be located in the very centre of a thriving small town.  
That gives us additional opportunities to interact with our local community and visitors 
beyond our regular congregation, but in turn adds considerably to the volunteer time 
needed to support the church’s work.
There are something over 130 names on the latest diocesan of our membership 
and in most weeks our main Sunday service attracts a congregation of around 100 
people.  That sounds like a great many.  But set that alongside the many volunteer roles 
involved in delivering our wide range of activities, both internal and external.   The list 
of some 25 roles below does not claim to be definitive, but most of these tasks require 
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a sizeable team through the months.  Suddenly, 130 people does not seem quite so 
many. Please do consider whether you have additional time and talents to offer in 
support of one or more of these ministries:

Retired clergy/Licensed Lay Ministers/ Lay Pastoral Assistants
Churchwardens and assistants
Bell-ringers
Choir, organists, pianists, worship band
Stewardship Secretary, PCC officers and members, Team Council
Readers, Intercessors, Sunday club helpers
Prayer Ministry/ Healing on the Streets team
Greeters for services/ Stewards for visitors at other times, Sidespeople
Coffee team,  events catering team – doughnut time, festival lunches etc
Cleaning team
House Group leaders
Primary School reading club volunteers, nominated school governors
Cann churchyard maintenance team
Key-Ring co-ordinator, production team, distributors
Retreat co-ordinator
Agricultural Show tent volunteers
Trustees of The Friends of St Peter’s

At a conservative estimate, this list comprises something over 250 individual roles.  A 
number of church members handle three or more of them, so volunteers are always 
welcome to join those already engaged anywhere across our church’s many and 
diverse ministries.
Michael Pattison

An act of folly
One of my tasks as treasurer of the Friends of St Peter’s is regularly to empty the little 
wall safe at the back of the church and bank the proceeds.  This particular job has 
become a lot easier of late as we now have a new bank account with the NatWest 
where they have one of those brilliant machines that counts your coins.
So, gone are the days of counting up and feeding the coins in their respective 
plastic bags.  I simply take my key and cash bag to the church, empty the coins, and 
sometimes notes, into the bag, walk to the bank, pour the contents into the machine, 
wait for the docket to be printed and then pay the money straight into our account.
All very good and efficient but, when I got back from the town this week, I couldn’t 
find the safe key, in my pockets or in the cash bag where I normally keep it.  In a state 
of mild panic, I mentally retraced my steps and realised, to my horror and distress, that 
I had tipped the one and only key into the cash machine along with all the coins.  With 
some trepidation, I quickly returned to the bank where, one of the ever helpful and 
friendly ladies opened up the machine.  To my great relief, there was the key resting on 
the revolving steel plate along with a spare shirt button.  
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All’s well that ends well and I was so pleased that I nearly gave the good lady a hug, but 
only nearly, as such things can be misinterpreted and I’d had enough drama for that 
day.  My next job is to get a spare key cut!

Note
The Friends of St Peter’s is an independent registered charity that is dedicated to 
improving the St Peter’s building for the benefit of the whole community.  In the past 
the “Friends” has made many improvements, big and small, from new sound and 
lighting systems to upgrades in the kitchen and toilet. There are many more things to 
do, like better heating and storage spaces, and we rely heavily on the donations made 
at the back of the church and, more importantly, on legacies and collections made at 
funerals.  Perhaps you would like to think of us when you next review your will.
John Parker   Hon. Treasurer

Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes 
If you are following the 10 month plan to fill a shoe box for a child in need, we are now 
getting close to the end of the annual cycle. In October we will be concentrating on 
sweets. There should just be room in your shoe box for a packet of sweets. All sweets 
must be wrapped and have a best before date of at least March the following year. 
Chocolate is not permitted because it could easily melt or deteriorate in some way. No 
other food items are permitted.
When you have made your purchase, pop it in your shoe box and perhaps check back 
against the list for the year to make sure you are close to being ready for dedication and 
despatch in November.
Elizabeth Selwood

From the Registers
Funerals:
August 16th John Scanlon
August 24th Janet Grant 

May they rest in peace

October diary – see also service schedule in centre pages
Selected events from the online calendar – please check it and pew sheets for later updates

Mon 1st                         9am      onwards: Church floor cleaning
Sun 7th     Noon     Harvest Bring and Share lunch in church
Sat 13th     8.30am    Men’s Breakfast
Sat 20th                10.30am    Doughnut Time
Sun 21st                         4pm    Come and Sing (see above)
Tue 23rd                  7.30pm    Sing and Praise
Sun 28th                         3pm    Christening Celebration Service
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Reach out to touch the World this Christmastime  

No wrapping paper required, ribbon or tags, just knowing that by offering hospitality 
to a “Stranger Soon to Become Friend”, the experience will stay with you and your guest 
long after recycling the wrapping paper, storing decorations and finishing off the cold 
turkey!  

Here at HOST UK we offer you the opportunity to engage in an extra special Christmas-
time by opening your home to an international student for whom the alternative would 
be, not only being far from home and loved ones but marking time in lonely halls of 
residence. 

HOST UK arranges visits for International students all year round but as can well be 
imagined, festive season hospitality is greatly sought after and valued. Our “festive 
season” will include the period in the Christmas run up, as well as New Year. Your 
guest will be someone keen to experience British life with all its special traditions and 
culture…and keen to share those of their home country. Your hospitality will be a 
unique gift, invariably remembered and treasured. Your gift to each other and to the 
world will be that of growing friendship, peace and understanding. 

Please consider this opportunity and remember that if the festive season is difficult 
for you, we do operate all year round and hosting can become one of your New Year 
Resolutions! 

If you would like to know more, please go to our website www.hostuk.org or leave us a 
message on   http://visits.hostuk.org/Public/ApplyToBecomeAHost 

http://www.hostuk.org
http://visits.hostuk.org/Public/ApplyToBecomeAHost
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Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Bell Street Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk

Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at

Shaftesbury Town Hall
at 10.00am

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.
For details contact Keith Aylen

Tel. 01747 851018

Domestic Pets and Farm Animals
24 Hour Emergency Care

Consultations by appointment

Sturminster: 01258 472314
Shaftesbury: 01747 850500

Blandford: 01258 472160
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St James’ Church

Gillingham & Shaftesbury Show Church Rest Tent
Thank you very much to everyone involved for all the hard work cheerfully and 
willingly undertaken to make the Rest Tent work so well, including the setting up and 
the clearing away at the end of the day. All the doves which you made were strung 
up in the tent and were a very effective way of creating a lively atmosphere as they 
fluttered gently when there was a breeze. Some of the visitors made more doves as 
they rested and Simon added them to the flights - this brilliant idea was based on the 
one at Salisbury Cathedral.
There was a good display of posters, photographs and information on the walls of 
the tent together with a rolling programme on screen in one corner; a prayer table 
with flowers, a candle and the prayer board in another; children’s toys which were a 
great hit and beautifully used all day in the third corner; and the refreshments in the 
fourth corner, staffed by volunteers from St James’, St John’s, St Peter’s and St Mary’s 
Motcombe. 
Simon, Kevin, Pam and the team all spent time talking with people as they came in 
and there was a lot of appreciation expressed about the organisation and the way 
everything looked.  It took a lot of planning, thought, time and energy but was a really 
good way of demonstrating fellowship (as one couple put it) and the presence of our 
churches.  
After expenses, we were able to donate the sum of £524 to the Ordinance Fund.                         
A.B.

Dorset Historic Churches Trust – Ride & Stride  
The DHCT ‘Stride’ on the 8th September was blessed with perfect weather and eight 
of us enjoyed visiting the various churches and having time together – Alan Carter, 
Jill Sumner, Mary Muir, Bill Walsh, Sue Richards, Murray Walker, Nick and Philippa left 
St James’ church at 9.30am. We visited five churches - Milton Abbas; Winterbourne 
Houghton (coffee break); Winterbourne Stickland; Winterbourne Clenston - where we 
had our picnic lunch and Winterbourne Whitechurch where a car was left for those 
who’d had enough. We then descended into Milton Abbas for our cream tea at about 
4pm and a tired but happy group, including two dogs, were home by about 5.30pm.  
P.F.

Important!
A reminder that our 7pm Thursday evening Communion Service will take place at St 
John’s Church, Enmore Green, while St James’ is closed for renovation.

Pilgrim Service
On Sunday 9th September the theme ‘In the Meantime’ explored how God arrives in the 
gaps in our lives – or does he actually make the gaps Himself? We enjoy the words of 
the songs, the time of reflection and the sharing of refreshments afterwards!  This more 
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informal type of worship is led by Paul Cooper and Mary Ridgewell and may appeal to 
you. Please join us for our next Pilgrim Service on Sunday October 14th at 6pm at 30 
St James’, by kind invitation of Andie Blows. This will be our venue until the church is 
open again. For further information please contact Andie on 853088.

Four Generations Ring in Ron’s 90th at St James’
Sometimes it can be a bit of a dilemma deciding how to mark a significant birthday. 
But the family and friends of Ron Jeans knew exactly what to do to celebrate his 90th – a 
spot of bellringing at St James’ church on Saturday 1st September. The four generations 
included his two sons, two grandsons and his great grandson Matthew who is only 7 
years old.

Ron has been a bellringer since he was 16 and he joined his fellow band of ringers 
up the 43 well worn steps in the bell tower to ring a few methods before toasting his 
birthday with tea and cake in the church.
He moved to Shaftesbury four years ago and rings the bells at St James’ each Sunday 
with his fellow ringing band. He makes light work of the steep steps, practising twice a 
week as well as ringing on a Sunday.
His celebration was organised by his fellow bell ringer Alan Carter. Alan said, “Ron is a 
brilliant bellringer and he beats me up the steps each Sunday. He can remember and 
ring a method – he has it all memorized, which you have to admire. He is an important 
member of the ringing band and is the type of man who radiates goodness.”
We send Ron our congratulations and good wishes.

Abbey School 
Abbey Primary School was delighted to welcome new headteacher, Michael Salisbury, 
previously head at St George’s School, Bourton, at the beginning of the academic year.  
A welcome also to Maxine Sanderson, who is sharing the teaching of the Reception 
Class with Vicki Wonnacott.
Staff came into school for an inset (training) day on Monday 3rd September and 
attended the Governors’ lunch in the church at midday. The children, new and 
returnees, started the next day. The regular assembly in the church on the first 
Wednesday of the month featured an ‘Open the Book’ presentation on the story of 
Ruth.
There is much to look forward to in the new school year, particularly the development 
of an extended play area, subject to planning permission. 
T.G.
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From the Registers

Baptism
Sunday 9th September -   Noel John Pritchard  

Weddings
Saturday 8th September - David Cull and Kirsty Francis. 

Funeral
Friday 31st August – Mark Turner

Events for your Diary

Sunday 11th November – 100 Year celebrations/commemoration of the Great War 
‘Muffled Bells’ from St James’ tower.

Christmas Fair – Saturday 24th November
This will be here before we know it, so this is a timely moment to be thinking about jam 
and chutney making and also to start collecting for the various stalls. Bearing in mind 
that this is an ‘up-market’ event, we need items for the following stalls – gifts, cakes, 
preserves, Christmas decorations, raffle, tombola, children’s toys, books and this year, a 
craft stall (embroidery silks, beads, wool, painting equipment etc.). There will be a list of 
stall holders available in due course, but in the meantime, please let Sue Ballett know if 
you have anything suitable and she will point you in the right direction. Together, let’s 
make it the best ever. 

Looking even further ahead
Next summer we will have a Flower Festival at Pentecost to look forward to so ‘watch 
this space’ and if you would like to be involved please contact Susan Walker by email 
susanmurrayw@email.com
or Tel. 822500.

Reminder
We will be holding our 12th Recycling Sale for Sudan next March but are keen to collect 
items well in advance.  If you have anything you think suitable we are always happy to 
come and have a look and can also help with advice about where goods can go to be of 
the most benefit to others. Please contact Julian Richards by email julian@archaemedia.
co.uk Tel 01747 851531 or mobile 07974 913878.

  

mailto:susanmurrayw@email.com
mailto:julian@archaemedia.co.uk
mailto:julian@archaemedia.co.uk
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in October 
Sunday   7th October   6.00pm Harvest Festival 
Sunday 21st October 11.15am Holy Communion with Hymns 
Wednesdays     9.00am Morning Prayer

150th Anniversary Celebrations 
By the time you read this, our anniversary celebrations will be over.  I can’t yet report on 
how they went - because I have to write this beforehand - but already there are lots of 
people to thank.
We are grateful to Bishop Nicholas for coming to celebrate with us and to all the people 
from outside the parish who have joined in with our plans. Particular thanks are due 
to the bell ringers and the members of the Pop Up Choir – and especially to David 
Grierson, for making the choir possible. There will be a proper report on the anniversary 
– and more thanks, I’m sure – in the next issue of Key Ring.
We decided not to hold the Murder Mystery Evening as part of the anniversary 
weekend, but we hope to run it as a separate event later in the year or early next year. 

Harvest Festival and Supper 
Our Harvest Festival will be on Sunday 7th October at 6pm. We will be decorating 
the church beforehand, with flowers and produce. If you would like to help with 
decorating, or contribute any flowers, fruit or vegetables, please contact Diana Miura 
(01747 811944). And please let her know if you would like to join the flower rota. New 
members are always welcome.
The Harvest Festival will be followed by a Harvest Supper in the Church Hall, at 
approximately 7pm. Please bring a dish to share. Drinks will be provided.

Remembrance Sunday 
Remembrance Day this year is Sunday 11th November and, as usual, our service will 
start at 10.55am. As you know, this year marks the 100th anniversary of the end of the 
First World War. We will be marking the centenary in a special way in our Remembrance 
Service.
As you may have noticed, there is a new sign on the church gate, drawing attention 
to the fact that there is a war grave in our churchyard. This is the grave of Percy 
John Brown, which is on the far west side of the churchyard. We are grateful to the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission for providing the notice on the gate as part of 
their Signs Project.
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St John’s, Enmore Green

Services in St. John’s during October
October 7              6.30pm     Harvest Praise
October 14            11.15am     Parish Communion
October 21            11.15am     Parish Communion
October 28            11.15am     Family Service       
    
Wednesday 3 October – Coffee morning in the Church Hall
10.00am to 12 noon
Bring and Buy plus home made cakes.  Pop in whenever you can. 

Sunday 7 October HARVEST TIME 
4.00pm
A Harvest Afternoon Tea in the Church 
To help with the catering, please let us know if you can come.
After Tea, you might like to join us at 
6.30pm  for Harvest Praise 

Celebrating 175 years of St John’s church
It’s been an exciting month or so: our Memories of Enmore Green Exhibition was 
visited by over 70 people, who poured over documents, studied photos, met up with 
people they hadn’t seen for many years, shared stories and relived old memories.  Chris 
Stupples, who has done considerable research into the backgrounds of the men whose 
names are on the Enmore Green war memorial, shared some of their stories with us.
On Saturday and Sunday 8th and 9th September our little church was filled with 
flowers, all the work of our own flower ladies and a few local friends. Some of the 
arrangements were very imaginatively themed on occupations recorded on the 1841 
Census, and all were admired by our visitors. 

Both these occasions brought people, some from quite a distance, together in our 
church, where they shared lots of lively conversation, swapped stories, phone numbers 
and email addresses. It was all very sociable.

On Sunday 9th Bishop Karen Gorham celebrated our Festival Communion with us. In her 
sermon she reminded us of those who had built up the Christian community in Enmore 
Green over the years. Like them, we are called to be living stones, each one precious to 
God, and, just as in a dry stone wall each stone, even the small one, has its particular 
place, so each one of us has our unique part to play in building up God’s kingdom here.
After the service we celebrated with sherry and cake – and it was no ordinary cake, 
but an amazing creation by Jenny Chambers. My description would not do it justice, 
you need to see the photos. It was very impressive and a shame to cut it, but we did of 



19

course, and everyone enjoyed it.
It was a great pleasure to have Brian and Betty (née Gray) Hookins celebrating with us: 
they were married in St Johns in 1957. 
Thank you to all who contributed in any way to the success of these events, even if it 
was by just being there. 
 
Advance Notice 

Tuesday 6 November – 7.30pm An Evening with Bishop Peter Price 
Reflection, conversation and worship on the publication of 
A Shaking Reality – Daily Reflections for Advent
Bishop Peter will provide us with an opportunity to consider together how we too may 
find courage and compassion to face the challenges of our contemporary world and 
understand a little better why God has sent us into this time.
Admission free but if you would like to reserve a seat in the Nave of St. John’s please 
contact Jo Churchill on 01747 850432 or jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk 

And now for something completely different…..

Saturday 17 November   7.30pm 
in the Rutter Room (Lift accessible) at the Shaftesbury Arts Theatre
The celebrations continue …….
We present, for your amusement, enjoyment and participation,  an evening of lively 
entertainment, including drama, music, supper and song. 
The dexterous David Grierson will thrill and amaze with his musical accompaniments to 
our Enmore Green artistes, some of whom are well known to you.
Join in the songs of yesteryear as we commemorate the centenary of the end of the 
First World War.
Tickets £12.50 to include a two course supper and coffee. Drinks available from the Arts 
Centre bar.
Don’t miss out on this unique occasion. 
For tickets please contact Jo Churchill at 6 Long Cross, Enmore Green Shaftesbury SP7 
8QP;
Cheques to be made payable to Enmore Green Church. 
For queries contact: Elizabeth Preston on 01747 850654: lizziepreston1@gmail.com  or 
Jo Churchill as above. 

MEMORIES AT ENMORE GREEN – a visitor’s view
 
One Saturday in August, Elizabeth Preston made seventy people in Enmore Green 
very happy. They were people who hadn’t seen each other for years. People delighted 
to meet old school friends. A teacher met her old pupils. Four sisters travelled many 
miles after many years’ absence, to see old friends and enjoy a glimpse into their 

mailto:jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk
mailto:lizziepreston1@gmail.com


20

past. Churchgoers came. Non-churchgoers came. The church dog came. Little St 
Johns church was filled with greetings, reminiscences and laughter. There were old 
photographs to see, old church and village records to consult and memories to 
exchange. 
 
Elizabeth’s idea of an Enmore Green Memories day was followed by months of research. 
She held tea parties where people could share their memories. She consulted old 
documents, collected old photographs and slowly built up a picture of a community, its 
church, its war dead, and a way of life now gone. 
  
That afternoon a talk about Enmore Green’s war dead sparked off a discussion about 
the unusual village war memorial. It’s not a grand memorial. It’s a simple lamp post, 
erected by public subscription. It stands at the crossroads, bearing a list of names and 
has railings around it. Someone pointed out that people from Motcombe, in whose 
parish Enmore Green was once included, had said they could see its light from there. 
And then someone else remarked what a wonderful idea it had been to cast light on 
those names - just as Elizabeth had cast so much light for us that day, on the history not 
just of a much-loved church, but of a whole community. It was a day to live in all our 
memories.

Vanessa Harrison 
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

Joint Harvest Service at Margaret Marsh on 7th October at 11.15 am
Please bring your harvest gifts to the service

Don’t forget the Fish and Chip quiz on Friday 5th October Help on the night or 
raffle prizes much appreciated

Tea and Chat
Thank you to Ray and Annie Barnes for hosting our September Tea and Chat. In October 
we will be meeting at Manor Farm West Orchard, home of Phil and Rita Stranger on 
Wednesday 17th October. As usual the time is 2.30pm-3.30pm. Please do come along 
and join us.

Golf Day 
Thanks to all who supported our main fundraiser. We raised £1700 to be shared 
between our parishes

Services at St Margaret’s
Sunday 7th October                       Joint Parish Harvest Festival 11.15am
Third Sunday of the month          Matins 11.15am
Fourth Sunday of the month       Matins 11.15am

Services at St Luke’s
First Sunday of the month           Evening Praise  6.30pm
Second Sunday of the month alternate 11.15 Morning Praise and Parish Communion
Sunday 11th November               Remembrance Service 10.50 am
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Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have enough room to 
put them up?

Rate - £35 per head per night, reduced to £30 for associates of locals and 
members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin  bedded room, all en-suite. living room with 
a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV and have breakfast.

Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365

Foot Care
including nail cutting, corns and callus treatment

Bill and Fiona Davis MCFHP MAFHP

0748 4855 370

fi ona _billfootcare@btinternet.com

Home visits
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David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com

Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791
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Local Volunteers providing free computer help to Disabled And 

Older People

The Dorset branch of AbilityNet, a national registered charity that helps disabled and 
older people with their computer problems, is supporting people in Dorset with their 
computer and Internet needs.  IBM and Microsoft in the UK support this charity.

AbilityNet helps disabled and older people use computers, tablets, smart phones 
and the Internet, whatever their disability.  Access to the Internet can be hugely 
empowering, especially if they have limited mobility or lack the resources to get out 
and about as much as they would like.

AbilityNet offers a free helpline and its website offers lots of free advice and 
information.  One of its free services is ITCanHelp, a network of Disclosure-checked 
volunteers who can visit disabled and older people in their homes and diagnose and fix 
most computer related problems.  This may include installing and setting up hardware, 
software, internet and e-mail, as well as changing settings to make equipment more 
user friendly for the disabled.

In 2017, the Dorset branch made 65 free visits to disabled and older people across 
the county, but there are still many more people who want to use computers and the 
Internet but don’t know where to start.  For the past two decades, ITCanHelp’s 230 
volunteers have been providing disabled and older people nationwide with the vital IT 
support they need.

If you live in Dorset and could benefit from the service, please call 0800 269 545 
(Helpline) or email enquiries@abilitynet.org.uk or visit  www.abilitynet.org.uk.

Colin Davies, AbilityNet Dorset County Coordinator

mailto:enquiries@abilitynet.org.uk
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Services in October

7th October       9.30am      Communion and Harvest Festival (Jeremy Mais)
14th October  11.15am   Communion (Simon Chambers)
21st October  No Service at St Thomas’s 
28th October  11.15am   Matins (Helen Dawes)

Dorset Historic Churches Trust Ride and Stride
Jon Dakin and Rodney Atwood covered twenty-eight miles and reached their intended 
twenty-one churches on 8th September.  They warmly thank all those who sponsored 
them and much appreciate their generosity.  

New Hymn Books
We will be introducing a new hymn book at St Thomas’s.  Nearly all churches in the 
Shaftesbury Team use ‘Complete Anglican Hymns Old & New’, which contains 900 
hymns, both traditional and more recent.  Our present green hymn book omits many of 
the latter.  For some time both our organist Pat Fry and the PCC have been discussing 
a change, giving us more choice and making it unnecessary in the future to have 
photocopied sheets for modern hymns.  The Preservation Society have very kindly 
offered to purchase thirty-five, being a number sufficient for nearly all our services, with 
the exception of the grand occasions when we usually have service booklets.  We hope 
to start using the new hymn books at Harvest Festival on 7th October.

Harvest Festival Smartie Pots
In keeping with a Melbury tradition, Smartie Pots will be distributed to the 
congregation at Harvest Festival on 7th October.  Those receiving them are to enjoy 
the chocolate and then fill the empty pots with coins.  These are to be returned to the 
church at our Christmas services in support of two chosen charities, one local and one 
further afield.

Harvest Lunch
Please join Melbury Abbas and Cann Millennium Group for a Simple Harvest Lunch on 
Sunday 7th October at 12.30 for 1.00 pm in the Village Hall with the bar open.  We need 
to know numbers, so please book your tickets now from Hannah Kay 07967 009353 
hannah_kay@rocketmail.com

From the Bell Tower
Last month David Wheeler, Tower Captain, mentioned that the bells had been rung half 
muffled in celebration of the life of John Williamson.  Perhaps a little more information 
might be of interest to Key Ring readers. 
 

mailto:hannah_kay@rocketmail.com
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The Tower has five bells which, when rung in Rounds, makes the familiar rising tone 
twice over, before repeating.  Muffling the bells involves strapping leather ‘cups’ to one 
side of each clapper, so that the ring of five is followed by an almost ghostly sound the 
second time around. 
 
The effect is remarkable, usually reserved for particularly solemn occasions such as 
Remembrance Sunday and notable funerals.  However as always, these occasions are 
ones of celebration and commemoration as well as remembrance.  At Melbury the 
ringers are happy to muffle the bells if requested for an appropriate occasion.

Dates for your Diary

1st December
St Thomas’s Preservation Christmas Sale in the Village Hall.  More details to follow.  
We hope more people will join us and host a stall.  For more information contact Jess 
(01747 853942) or Juliet (01747 851836).  

     Letter from God

There was a charming article in the Times by Alex Renton, a non-believer who sends 
his six year-old daughter Lulu to a Scottish church primary school. Her teachers 
asked her to write the following letter: “To God, How did you get invented?”   The 
Rentons were taken aback: “We had no idea that a state primary affiliated with 
a church would do quite so much God,” says her father. He could have told Lulu 
that, in his opinion, there was no God; or he could have pretended that he was a 
believer. He chose to do neither, instead emailing her letter to the Scottish Episcopal 
Church (no reply), the Presbyterians ( ditto) and the Scottish Catholics (a nice but 
theologically complex answer). For good measure, he also sent it to “the head of 
theology of the Anglican Communion, based at Lambeth Palace” and this was the 
response: 

Continued on Page 30



North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Thurs10.00am to 1.00pm Fri & Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities

27
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Merefield & Henstridge Ltd
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

& MONUMENTAL MASONS

Family Run Caring & Efficient
Private Chapels of Rest

Personal Day & Night Service

“Golden Charter” Pre-paid Funeral Plans available
Memorials in Stone Marble & Granite, etc.

Choosing the right funeral director is one of the most rewarding decisions
that you can make. The reassurance of knowing that your arrangements are
in the hands of your local caring professional provides some peace of mind.

“Ridgemount”, Pitts Lane, West Melbury, Shaftesbury, Dorset. SP7 0BU
Shaftesbury ( 01747) 853532   Gillingham ( 01747) 835335



29

St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

On Sunday 9h September we enjoyed a wonderful ‘Afternoon Treat’ at St Mary’s when 
Greg Underwood on piano and Peter Miller on violin entertained us with light music 
which included the themes from Ladies in Lavender and Schindler’s List, Irish Folk Tunes 
and some popular classical pieces. Interspersed were two readings, in which Angie 
Underwood wonderfully brought to life the observations of a small child on what 
made a grandmother, and the play of a butterfly during a music performance. This was 
followed by afternoon tea – a lovely spread of sandwiches and other savouries and 
some truly delicious cakes. 
Many thanks to all involved, it was a memorable afternoon.

Harvest Festival will be at 9.30am on Sunday October 7th. Please bring gifts of non-
perishable foods – various tins of fruit and vegetables, packets of pasta, rice, SMASH, 
cereals, biscuits, etc – as well as fresh produce and toiletries. We will be supporting the 
North Dorset Women’s Refuge and Shaftesbury Open House with all our gifts, so please 
be generous.

General churchyard maintenance.  We are immensely grateful to Mark Dray, Bev 
and Keith West, Patrick de Pelet and Angela Peebles for all that they do to keep the 
churchyard under control and tidy. However it would be marvellous to have other 
volunteers to help them. If you are at all interested in keeping the churchyard neat and 
tidy please speak to either Liz or Gill the churchwardens.
 
FROM THE REGISTERS 
Baptism
2nd September        Órla Charlotte Élodie Bartram

Marriage
1st September        Amy Clowrey and Scott Harding
22nd September        Florence Cady and Jack Helsby

SERVICES AND EVENTS IN OCTOBER
Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

Tuesday 2nd       2.00pm Prayer Group meets at Half Moon House
Wednesday 3rd       2.00pm Port Regis Pre-Prep Harvest Festival
Thursday 4th        2.30pm Motcombe School Harvest Festival
Sunday 7th        9.30am Harvest Festival Communion 
Sunday 14th        9.30am Parish Communion
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Wednesday 17th   11.00am  Holy Communion at Motcombe Grange                
Sunday 21st         8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)
      9.30am  Morning Worship
Sunday 28th           9.30am  Parish Communion
Friday 2nd Nov.       7.00pm  Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance for All Souls

     Letter from God 

continued from Page 26

Dear Lulu,

Your dad has sent on your letter and asked if I have any answers.  It’s a difficult one! But 
I think God might reply a bit like this:

“Dear Lulu
Nobody invented me - but lots of people discovered me and were quite surprised. They 
discovered me when they looked around the world and thought it was really beautiful 
or really mysterious and wondered where it came from.  They discovered me when 
they were very very quiet on their own and felt a sort of peace and love they hadn’t 
expected.

Then they invented ideas about me - some of them sensible and some of them not very 
sensible.  From time to time I sent them some hints - especially in the life of Jesus - to 
help them get closer to what I’m really like.

But there was nothing and nobody around before to invent me.  Rather like somebody 
who writes a story in a book, I started making up the story of the world and eventually 
invented human beings like you who could ask me awkward questions!”

And then he’d send you lots of love and sign off.

I know he doesn’t usually write letters, so I have to do the best I can on his behalf.

Lots of love from me too

Archbishop Rowan

(Reprinted from The Times and the Daily Telegraph)
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COPY  DEADLINE FOR 
THE OCTOBER ISSUE IS 

FRIDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER
AT 5PM

To advertise here contact the 
Team O�  ce on 01747 853060 
or e-mail o�  ce@Sha� esbury 

CofE.org.uk

OLD BOOKS
BOUGHT

Should you have any old books 
surplus

to your needs we are very happy
to call, entirely without obligation, 

and, if suitable, make an offer.
We also wish to purchase old

albums of postcards and 
photographs.  Also handwritten 

items, e.g. old letters, diaries,
autographs etc

We have been buying in Dorset for
50 years

Bristow & Garland 01747 855666

COPY DEADLINE 
FOR THE NOVEMBER ISSUE 

IS FRIDAY 12TH OCTOBER 
AT 5PM



The sun shall not smite thee by day
nor the moon by night

The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil:
He shall preserve thy soul.

The Lord shall preserve thy going out
and thy coming in

From this time forth, and even for evermore.
                                                                                             

Psalm 121: vv 6-8 (KJV)


