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At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them.

                                                                                     LAURENCE BINYON
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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Team Vicar:s:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                    01747 852193  simon@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Curate:   The Revd Kevin Martin kevin@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
   01747 229706

Helen.  Pam  and Kevin have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:                  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:                                          Wendy Tindall-Shepherd          keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                                 Tel. 01747 822299
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 01747 855819
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

What do we know of war? Many in our communities will have experienced World War 
II, either as a young adult or as a child. There may also be those who fought in Korea, or 
in one of our more recent conflicts in the Falklands, Iraq or Afghanistan, or perhaps in 
Northern Ireland. Perhaps you were the anxious ones waiting at home. Yes, we do know 
something of war, but as a nation in general we now have at least three generations 
who have no real knowledge of war. Don’t get me wrong, this is a good thing, but we 
must never allow ourselves to be so separated from the real memories of war that we 
take the peace and plenty of our lives for granted.

My grandparents lived through both wars and my parents the Second World War. My 
grandmother lost her brother and her fiancé and probably friends and other relatives 
I know nothing about. I have a Bible that she gave to her fiancé in 1914. It must have 
been returned to her after he was killed and she kept it and gave it to my mum when 
she went off to Egypt with the WRAF in 1942. Of course my grandmother married after 
the First World War, but the painful memories lived on in my grandfather who suffered 
for the rest of his life from his experiences in the trenches and from the mustard gas 
that he encountered on several occasions. 

On my father’s side my great uncle was killed at Ypres at the end of October 1917. 
I have visited his grave in the cemetery at Ypres and have the local newspaper 
cuttings, the telegram sent to my great-grandmother and other notifications 
about the whereabouts of his grave and so on. The newspaper cutting says he was 
instantaneously killed by a shell while he was bringing ammunition to the guns in 
action. At 28 he was one of the older ones. Wandering among the graves at Ypres you 
notice just how young these men were, many still in their teens.

We can only imagine the horror and the hell of the trenches of the First World War and 
the Japanese prisoner of war camps and concentration camps in the Second. Yet each 
time we open a newspaper or turn on the TV we see the horror of war being repeated 
daily all over the world. 

War destroys more than the lives of those who are killed. It changes irrevocably the 
lives of those left behind and the generations that follow. 

So while we commemorate all those who have given their lives in war and also those 
whose lives would never be the same again, let us not glorify war. Jesus came to save 
us from our sins and to give us peace. Following Jesus demands the active pursuit 
of peace: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. All the 
beatitudes give us an idea of how to pursue peace – by acting with mercy, fighting 
injustice and being peacemakers.

Let us pray for peace in our time, especially as we see again the horrors that human 
beings are inflicting on each other around the world right now, and let us, each one, 
work to bring peace within our homes, our communities, our nation and in all our 
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dealings with others, especially those we think are different from us, or with whom we 
disagree.

Let us never forget.

Remember, remember – the theme of November

Life in ALL its fullness 
by Ann Lewin

I never promised to give you an easy life:
never promised you would be free from 
the cares and trials of this world.
I never promised you wouldn’t stand alone 
in a crowd, or swear at the sky in frustration.

I said you would have life,
Life with all its cares, 
with its pain and fear and grief,
Life with its moments 
when you just can’t find a way to go on.
Life when a single moment of peace 
seems to make all the fear and worry worthwhile,
Life in all its fullness.

I promised I would always be with you,
Not that it would be easy,
But that you would never be alone.
I promised you strength 
no matter how weak you feel,
Hope as well as despair.
I promised you life, 
Life with all the beauty of nature surrounding you,
Life with all the connections, 
In community,
In friends,
In families,
Life with its sudden laughter that rings in your ears 
for days and days,
Life in ALL its fullness.
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Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

andrewward57@btinternet.com

St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Maths Tuition
         ISEB 11+/13+, IGCSE/GCSE (inc: further maths, statistics), A-level

Experienced local Maths Tutor for all ages
  

Tailor-made sessions, available in the comfort of your own home. (Enhanced 
DBS and references available on request)

For more information, or to arrange a free initial consultation,
please contact:

Rachel Day : 07983 311084      or        rcday@outlook.com

Building confi dence at every step!
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Team Retreat: report and future plans

2018
This year’s Retreat was held at The Greenhouse Christian Centre in Poole, a venue which 
proved very popular with our group of 19.  Here are some participants’ comments:

REFLECTIONS ON THE 2018 TEAM RETREAT
It was a wet weekend in September when a group of us went to The Greenhouse 
Christian Centre, but the weather didn’t dampen our spirits, far from it.  The weekend 
was led by Revd Simon Chambers who showed us ways to “Be still and know that I am 
God.” His talks were inspiring and the services in the chapel were quiet and full of the 
presence of God. Simon’s use of music was uplifting.
There was much fellowship amongst us, making us feel comfortable and among 
friends. The accommodation was very good and each of us was welcomed with a bible 
verse in our rooms. The food was beautifully prepared for every meal, only adding to a 
very spiritual, worthwhile retreat. I think we all felt very blessed and look forward to the 
next one.
Many thanks to our organisers for all the work which went into it and of course to 
Simon for helping us draw closer to God.
Gill Stokes

A VIEW FROM OUR FIRST EXPERIENCE OF THE TEAM RETREAT 
Both of us were unsure quite what to expect, but we did know we were in search of 
spiritual refreshment.  
The aura of our surroundings was so peaceful, yet purposeful, that relaxation and 
mindfulness were present in abundance.   We were all followers of our Lord God sharing 
our thoughts and experiences. 
The weekend exceeded our expectations in all respects.  We came away having met 
new people of like minds and with Simon’s gentle guidance were challenged, and 
comforted in equal measures. 
Joyce Willy and Pam Mills.

2019
The Greenhouse is not available for the dates selected for 2019, September 20-22, 
when we are fortunate to have as retreat leader Canon James Woodward, Principal 
of Sarum College.  We have therefore found another new venue.  This is the Othona 
Community, on the Jurassic coast just east of Bridport.  The Community has developed 
in the Christian tradition, with its work also focused on mindfulness and artistic 
pursuits.  Its base is a 1920s stone-built house just off the coast road, in its own 
secluded setting where a short path leads down through its woodland to a lovely 
stretch of National Trust beach.
Just before the war, a beautiful chapel was built onto the house, and more recent 
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additions included improved bathroom facilities, although this venue does not 
offer en suite bathrooms. Six members of the community live on site, in separate 
accommodation.  They will be our hosts, preparing meals and eating with our retreat 
group.   More information about the Othona Community can be found at othona-west-
dorset.co.uk.  
Space is more limited here than at our other recent venues, so early expressions of 
interest are welcome.  There is no lift, although stairs are not too demanding and there 
are several ground floor rooms available for those with limited mobility. The charge for 
2019 will be £140 per person inclusive for single occupancy for the weekend, or £125 
per person for couples or sharers.  There will be arrangements for instalment payments 
if this is helpful for anyone.

2020
Our plan is to return to The Greenhouse in 2020, where we have a reservation for 
September 18-20.

Michael Pattison 

Team Service Collection
The collection from the Team service at Melbury Abbas on Sunday 30th September 
amounted to £170.82 of which £132.82 was gift aided.  So with the addition of tax 
recoverable amounting to £33.20 a cheque for £204.02 has been sent to “Hope and 
Homes for Children”.

John Hunt Team Treasurer
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St Peter’s

Ride and Stride
Ever since I was a Curate in a rural Norfolk Team I have tried to take part in Ride and 
Stride, known for many years as The Historic Churches Sponsored Cycle Ride. In Norfolk 
the whole family would cycle, all four of us. and of course there it was relatively easy in 
the flat land to cover all seven churches. Dorset and in particular Shaftesbury presents 
rather more of a challenge. The start of the day is easy but coming back up the hill at 
the end is a different story.
This year the weather was very kind, unlike the last time Sam Skey and I did it in 2016, 
when it rained all day. I enjoy cycling, experiencing the views, sounds and even the 
smells of the beautiful local countryside. However what makes the day special is the 
people you meet who are on duty in various churches. This year topics of conversation 
ranged from how the rural church is going to survive, through reminiscences with an 
ex- soldier, to a chat with someone who shared my interest in classic cars and motor 
cycles. At St Mary’s Sturminster Newton it was good to catch up with news of the curate 
Kirsty Wells, and I had a few words with a man going round on a horse!
May I give a big thank you to all who sponsored me and I am pleased to say that 
together we raised £200.
Chris Wray 

Operation Christmas Child: shoeboxes
The date for the blessing of our shoeboxes this year is Sunday 4 November, so if 
you haven’t completed your purchases and packed your shoebox by the time you’re 
reading this, you’ll need to move fast!
If you have been following the monthly plan, this is the time to finish off your shoe 
box ready for collection on 4th of the month. If you have a puppet, lay it on top of the 
other items. Include a Christmas card or a photograph of yourself and make sure you 
have not included anything of a political, religious or racial nature. Finally make the 
on-line donation for the cost of transporting the box or put the specified amount in 
the envelope from the leaflets which have been available from September, put a strong 
elastic band around your shoe box, and stick the appropriate label in the top right hand 
corner, indicating the suggested age range for your box. On behalf of the children, 
thank you for your gifts.
Elizabeth Selwood

From the Registers

Funeral
26 September: Wendy Brown
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November Calendar

Thursday  1st.         10.30am                    Little Fishes
Sunday 4th                       4pm                    A Time to Remember
Saturday 10th            8.30am                     Men’s Breakfast
Thursday 15th        10.30am                    Little Fishes
Saturday 17th         10.30am                   Doughnut Time
Tuesday 20th              7.30pm                   PCC
Sunday 25th                     3pm                   Christening Celebration Service
Tuesday 27th                  9am                    Primary Schools’ Carol Singing
                      7.30pm                   Sing and Praise
Thursday 29th        10.30am                   Little Fishes 

St James

No report received.

Vicar Rides Again
 
The Reverend Douglas Johnston was not the best of drivers.  One Sunday he 
was driving home from church when unfortunately he had a minor bump 
with a cyclist.  The poor man was knocked off his bike into the ditch. The Vicar 
naturally stopped his car, got out, profusely apologised and gave the cyclist his 
calling card saying that if he could ever be of help, then the man should not 
hesitate to ask.

As the man rode home he looked at the card which said, ‘The Reverend 
Douglas Johnston is sorry he missed you today.’
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AN EVENING WITH BISHOP PETER PRICE 

Refl ection, conversation and worship on the 
publication of his book 

A Shaking Reality – Daily Refl ections for Advent 

Tuesday 6th  November 7.30pm  
St. John’s Church, Enmore Green.  SP7 8QR  

Admission free.  For reservations call 01747 850432 or email: 
jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk
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St. John’s, Enmore Green

November 4    3.30pm  Evensong
November 11  10.50am                  At the Enmore Green War Memorial 
   11.15am                  Parish Communion (St. John’s)
November 18  11.15am                  Parish Communion
November 25  11.15am                  Family Service 

Tuesday 6 November – 7.30pm An Evening with Bishop Peter Price 
Reflection, conversation and worship on the publication of 
A Shaking Reality – Daily Reflections for Advent
Bishop Peter will provide us with an opportunity to consider together how we too may 
find courage and compassion to face the challenges of our contemporary world and 
understand a little better why God has sent us into this time.
Admission free but if you would like to reserve a seat in the Nave of St. John’s please 
contact Jo Churchill on 01747 850432 or email jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk 

Wednesday 7 November – Coffee Morning in the Church Hall
10.00am to 12noon 
All Welcome 

Saturday 17 November 
7.30pm in the Rutter Room (Lift accessible) at the Shaftesbury Arts Theatre.

The 175th Anniversary celebrations continue …….
We present, for your amusement, enjoyment and participation, an evening of lively 
entertainment, including drama, music, supper and song. 
The dexterous David Grierson will thrill and amaze with his musical accompaniments to 
our Enmore Green artistes, some of whom are well known to you.
Join in the songs of yesteryear as we commemorate the centenary of the end of the 
First World War.
Tickets £12.50 to include a two course supper and coffee. Drinks available from the Arts 
Centre bar.
Don’t miss out on this unique occasion. 

For tickets please contact Jo Churchill at 6 Long Cross, Enmore Green Shaftesbury SP7 
8QP;

Cheques to be made payable to Enmore Green Church. 

For queries contact: Elizabeth Preston on 01747 850654: 
or email lizziepreston1@gmail.com  or Jo Churchill as above. 

mailto:jo.churchill@enmoregreen.co.uk
mailto:lizziepreston1@gmail.com
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Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Bell Street Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk

Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at

Shaftesbury Town Hall
at 10.00am

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.
For details contact Keith Aylen

Tel. 01747 851018

Domestic Pets and Farm Animals
24 Hour Emergency Care

Consultations by appointment

Sturminster: 01258 472314
Shaftesbury: 01747 850500

Blandford: 01258 472160



14



15



16

Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have enough room to 
put them up?

Rate - £35 per head per night, reduced to £30 for associates of locals and 
members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin  bedded room, all en-suite. living room with 
a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV and have breakfast.

Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365

Foot Care
including nail cutting, corns and callus treatment

Bill and Fiona Davis MCFHP MAFHP

0748 4855 370

fi ona _billfootcare@btinternet.com

Home visits
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David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com

Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

Please note time
Sunday 11th November 10.50am Remembrance Service at St Lukes, West Orchard

Tea and Chat
Thank you to Phil and Rita Stranger for hosting our October Tea and Chat. In 
November we will be meeting at Gore Farm, home of Philip and Dorothy Trowbridge 
on Wednesday 21st November. As usual the time is 2.30pm-3.30pm. Please do come 
along and join us, we will be pleased to see you.

Fish and Chip Quiz
A huge thank you to everyone who supported the quiz, we filled Manston Hall and 
raised £630 for church funds.
St Lukes
We must thank Andrew and Frances Budd for organising a fantastic Race Night 
fundraiser, proceeds were shared between Clic Sargent supporting childhood cancer 
and St Lukes. The money donated will make a huge difference to the continuing 
upkeep of the building and churchyard. 

Services at St Margarets
First Sunday of the month                            11.15am    Parish Communion (BPC)
Third Sunday of the month                          11.15am    Matins
Fourth Sunday of the month                       11.15am    Matins

Services at St Luke’s
First Sunday of the month                             6.30pm    Evening Praise  
Second Sunday of the month alternate  11.15am   Morning Praise and Parish       
                                                                                                 Communion
Sunday 11th November                              10.50am Remembrance Service 

December Service dates for your diaries

2nd December        Advent Sunday Parish Communion Margaret Marsh

16th December      Carol Service West Orchard

25th December    Christmas Day Communion Margaret Marsh
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance for All Souls, Friday 2nd November at 
7.00pm 
This will be a quiet, reflective service of prayers, readings and hymns where we will have 
space and time to remember those who have died, especially those whose funerals 
were held in our churches throughout the Team or taken by our clergy elsewhere over 
the last year. Everyone is welcome from across the Shaftesbury area and the outlying 
villages.

Remembrance Sunday, 11th November. This year marks the centenary of the 
Armistice that ended the hostilities of the First World War. Remembering the end of 
what was sometimes called ‘the War to end all wars’ makes this year so much more 
poignant and significant, despite the fact that wars have continued to devastate lives all 
over the world since then.
Our service will begin at 10.00am in St Mary’s Church. We will present flags, colours 
and wreaths in church, followed by the service. Our speaker will be Ian Reilly, Wing 
Commander, Royal Air Force (retired). At 10.50am we will process to the War Memorial 
for the Act of Remembrance and the Silence.
The service will give us an opportunity to look back with gratitude for the sacrifice made 
by so many in war, and to reflect on eternal themes of faith, hope, love and peace.

General churchyard maintenance.  We had an excellent Churchyard Clean-up morning 
on 29th September with a fair number of stalwart volunteers getting stuck in. We hope 
to make this a regular event taking place every few months, so please keep an eye out 
for details of the next date. We are immensely grateful to those volunteers and to all 
who regularly work in our churchyard, however it would be marvellous to have other 
volunteers come along to help occasionally. If you are at all interested in keeping the 
churchyard neat and tidy please speak to either Liz or Gill the churchwardens.

Repairs to the Roof and Guttering of the Church
We have to undertake some essential repairs which include repair and replacement 
of tiles and battens on the roof and repair and redecoration of all the guttering and 
drainpipes. This will, of course, involve scaffolding which, as we all know, makes any 
work on the roof very expensive. The quote that we have accepted is £13,500 – quite 
a substantial amount. If you felt able to donate towards this cost we would be most 
grateful. Please contact Liz or Gill the churchwardens.
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SERVICES AND EVENTS IN NOVEMBER
Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

Friday 2nd     7.00pm        Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance for All Souls
Sunday 4th                        11.15am       Parish Communion (BCP)
Tuesday 6th     2.00pm       Prayer Group meets at Half Moon House
Thursday 8th     2.50pm       Motcombe School Assembly in Church
Sunday 11th   10.00am       Remembrance Service 
Tuesday 13th     1.30pm       Port Regis Pre-Prep exploring the church
Wednesday 14th    7.30pm       PCC meets in church
Sunday 18th      8.00am       Holy Communion (BCP)
      9.30am       Parish Communion
Wednesday 21st   11.00am       Holy Communion at Motcombe Grange
Sunday 25th        9.30am       Parish Communion

MOTCOMBE C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

Motcombe Primary School has had a fantastic start to the school year. In September, 
we welcomed a new group of reception children and their parents to the school with a 
service in the church. They have settled in very well and the oldest children have been 
excellent, caring role models.

Our children are learning about a wide range of topics this term including space, the 
Romans and World War II. In October, the Year 6 pupils visited Nothe Fort in Weymouth 
for an evacuee experience day where they were immersed in historical knowledge and 
activities.

Autumn has been a wonderful time for the children to celebrate harvest. They donated 
a fantastic amount of food, which was delivered to the church during a Harvest Festival. 
This included displays of artwork, singing and dancing.

Miss Kendrick
Vice Principal
Motcombe Primary School
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St Mary’s, Compton Abbas

Services in November 
Sunday   4th November   8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 11th November 10.55am  Remembrance Service 
Sunday 18th November 11.15am  Holy Communion with Hymns 
Wednesdays    9.00 am                   Morning Prayer

150th Anniversary Celebrations 
Thank you to everyone who made our 150th Anniversary celebrations such a success. 
We were very pleased to welcome Bishop Nicholas to our service – and delighted 
that he arrived in time to take part in the bell ringing. We are grateful to all the ringers 
who came from other parishes, for their ringing, their explanation of the craft to other 
visitors and the opportunity they gave people to try chiming the bells.
Thank you, also, to David Grierson for running the Pop-Up Choir, and to everyone who 
sang in it. The choir sounded wonderful – and showed off St Mary’s excellent acoustics 
in a way some of us had never heard before. And many thanks to all the flower 
arrangers, who made the church look beautiful, and the children (and others!) who 
helped with the craft decorations.
We were very nervous about the weather, but the rain stopped just in time and 
everyone was able to enjoy the cream teas in the churchyard before the service and the 
barbecue afterwards. It was lovely to see so many people from the village in church. 
We were very happy to welcome many others, too, including several people with a 
very long connection with the village – some of whom can remember the centenary 
celebrations fifty years ago.  It was a very joyful and enjoyable day and we all went 
home looking forward to the next fifty years!
Harvest Festival 
Our Harvest Festival was on 7th October. The church was beautifully decorated once 
again – and delightfully scented with quinces – and we collected contributions for the 
Food Bank. 
As it was only a fortnight after the Anniversary celebrations, we had decided not to 
hold our usual Harvest Supper this year. Instead, we had wine and nibbles at the back 
of church after the service. This proved extremely successful. Thank you to everyone 
who provided the delicious nibbles - and to the flower arrangers for their sterling 
service during the last few weeks!
Remembrance Sunday 
At our Remembrance Service this year, we will be remembering particularly those 
men from our village who gave their lives in the First World War. We are grateful to the 
Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust for their generosity in helping us to do this in a very 
special way by donating Perspex figures which will be in church during the service.
Biographies of the men named on our war memorial can be seen in the side chapel 
and in the Church Hall. One of them (Percy John Brown) is buried in the churchyard, as 
indicated by the new war Graves Commission sign on the gate.
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Thurs10.00am to 1.00pm Fri & Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Services in November

4th November at 9.30 am  Communion – (Kevin Martin) 
9th November at 8.30 am  Church Breakfast.
11th November at 10.45 am Armistice Day Service (Rodney Atwood 

and Simon Chambers)
18th November                      No service at St Thomas’s
25th November at 11.15 am  Matins – (Rodney Atwood)
2nd December at 9.30am  Communion – Start of Advent

The Team Service 30 September
There was a good atmosphere with over sixty people filling the church. All the team 
clergy were present with Simon Chambers presiding and Jeremy Mais preaching. The 
home team of bell-ringers was outnumbered by those from other churches.

Harvest Festival 7 October:
The church was as always beautifully decorated with flowers and fruit. Bells were rung 
beforehand. Jeremy Mais in his sermon demonstrated from the variety of breakfast 
cereals the congregation had enjoyed that there was plenty for everybody, evidence of 
God’s bounteous harvest. We used the new hymn books provided by the Preservation 
Society.  Smartie pots were distributed to be filled with 20p coins.  This was followed 
by a delicious Harvest Lunch in the village hall, organised, cooked and hosted by the 
Millennium Group and attended by villagers of all ages.     

Dorset Historic Churches Ride and Stride 8 September
Jon Dakin and Rodney Atwood covered twenty-eight miles in reaching twenty-one 
churches including all those in the Shaftesbury team. Thanks to the support of many 
people they raised just under £700.

Remembrance Sunday this year falls upon the anniversary of the day the First World 
War ended one hundred years ago.  This gives the occasion extra importance. The 
names on St Thomas’s War Memorial lych-gate remind us of the sacrifice of men from 
towns and villages throughout England. The Commonwealth War Graves cemeteries 
and memorials like Thiepval and the Menin Gate on the Western Front bear this 
message on a much greater scale. Those who erected and dedicated these memorials 
wanted them to carry, among other meanings, the lesson, ‘Never Again!’ Only 12% of 
those from Great Britain who served between1914 and 1918 died, although others 
returned damaged in body or spirit.  Those coming home wanted their dead 
comrades’ sacrifice to have special meaning.  Sadly, the hope of a ‘war to end 
wars’ did not come to fruition.  Similarly, the belief in a new world order following 
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the collapse of Communism in 1989 proved equally vain.

All the more reason in a time of international uncertainty, terrorism and conflict to use 
this occasion to ponder the cost of war and ways to prevent it.  On 11 November our 
prayers should be not just for those who made the supreme sacrifice and those who 
serve today, but also for leaders and statesmen.

100th Anniversary of the end of the First World War – November 11th 
The Ringers at St Thomas’ will once again be waking up the residents of Melbury, 
on Sunday 11th November to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the end of 
the Great War.  In common with most Towers in the Country we will be ringing in 
advance of the 11.00am Service.  Our bells will be half muffled as we bow our heads 
in remembrance.  At midday following the service however the muffles will have 
been removed and we will attempt our third quarter peal in recent years, this time in 
celebration.

Future Dates for your Diary

1st December Christmas Fair 

                        ST THOMAS’S CHURCH PRESERVATION SOCIETY CHRISTMAS FAIR
Saturday 1st December from 10.30 am to 12.30 pm

In Melbury Abbas Village Hall, SP7 0DB
Gifts, Cakes, Bric-a-brac, Books, Raffle, Christmas decorations etc

Local producers’ stalls including Candles, Charcuterie, Lampshades and Cushions
Coffee, home-made cake and chat in our pop up café.

23rd December Carol Service at 6.30 pm.
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COPY  DEADLINE FOR THE 
DECEMBER - JANUARY 

ISSUE IS 
FRIDAY 9TH NOVEMBER

AT 5PM

To advertise here contact the 
Team O�  ce on 01747 853060 
or e-mail o�  ce@Sha� esbury 

CofE.org.uk

OLD BOOKS
BOUGHT

Should you have any old books 
surplus

to your needs we are very happy
to call, entirely without obligation, 

and, if suitable, make an offer.
We also wish to purchase old

albums of postcards and 
photographs.  Also handwritten 

items, e.g. old letters, diaries,
autographs etc

We have been buying in Dorset for
50 years

Bristow & Garland 01747 855666



Completorium

In the evening
to enter

a cathedral
to be alone

together with all the others
who are alone

gathered together
quite still

to reach by thought’s
flickering light

the darkness
deep within us.

                                                                     OLGA EGELAND

DURHAM CATHEDRAL, J M W TURNER


