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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Team Vicars:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                    01747 852193  simon@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Curate:   The Revd Kevin Martin kevin@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
   01747 229706

Helen.  Pam  and Kevin have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW
 office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:                  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:                                          Wendy Tindall-Shepherd          keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                                 Tel. 01747 822299
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 01747 855819
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article
I really got to love Advent many years ago when I was away at university. The autumn 
term ended early in December and there was always a glorious Advent Carol Service on 
the weekend before we all went home. The first time I went to it, though, I was all at sea 
– I didn’t know the carols so I found it really hard to join in. 

Because it was a Carol Service, I’d assumed we’d be singing Christmas carols. I’d been 
going to church all my life and those were the only carols I knew. But we were singing 
Advent carols – it turned out there was a great tradition of glorious music full of drama, 
expectation and hope that I hadn’t even known existed. 

During my time as a student and since then, I’ve got to know those Advent Carols so 
that most of them are as familiar to me as the Christmas carols I’ve known all my life. 
As we go through December I am as likely to hum ‘O Come, O Come, Emmanuel’ as ‘O 
Come, All Ye Faithful’. They’ve both soaked into my bones as the years have passed. 

I’m so glad I had that opportunity to come to love all the music that goes with Advent, 
as well as the music that celebrates Christmas. But looking back now, I’m glad as well 
that I had that experience of not knowing the music and feeling a bit confused. 

Right across our Team of eight churches we do all we can to welcome everyone who 
comes to share in the wonderful celebration that is Christmas. From Motcombe at our 
northen edge to West Orchard at our southern boundary and from Melbury Abbas in 
the east to Enmore Green in the west, our churches are beautifully decorated, there are 
friendly volunteers to welcome you in and help you find somewhere to sit, and we print 
service sheets so that everyone knows where they are and what’s going on. 

But I know that, even so, there might still be people who want to come to church 
to celebrate Christmas, but are a bit nervous about coming in. I know that there are 
people who worry that they might not know the carols. Or think it will be a problem if 
their children make a noise or wriggle. (It won’t.) Or just find it a bit daunting coming 
through the doors without knowing what’s inside. I know this happens, because people 
tell me and because I’ve been there myself. So if that’s you too, you’re not the only one. 

But if it is you, I really hope that won’t stop you joining us at church this Christmas. 
Because no-one will mind if your children wriggle. You’ll probably know all the carols 
and even if there’s one you don’t know, you might discover a new favourite, like I did 
all those years ago. And most importantly because when we gather together in church 
at Christmas, we are remembering those world-changing events when God came to 
earth in all the vulnerability of the baby Jesus. Nobody there knew exactly what was 
happening, or what their words were supposed to be. Mary must have been nervous 
when she saw the Angel Gabriel, or else why would he have said ‘Don’t be afraid’? That 
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goes for the shepherds too. And how daunted must those shepherds have been before 
entering the stable where they had been told the Messiah had been born?

It didn’t matter, though, because on that first Christmas God was there with Mary, 
Joseph, the innkeeper and the shepherds. He gave them the words and the deeds they 
needed – and centuries later their actions mean that we know that God came down for 
us at Christmas. That’s just as true now as it was then. God welcomes everyone – and at 
Christmas we share in the wonderful celebration of the birth of God’s son, Jesus Christ. 
We don’t need to come prepared, we don’t need to be perfect, we just need to turn up. 
God does the rest.

With every blessing for you and those you love this Advent and Christmas,

Helen

Why I love the Church of England 

Like most people I occasionally feel a bit peevish about the Church of England, the 
church of my birth and my baptism, but deep down I value, and indeed, love it. I 
have three main reasons for this. The first is its liturgy. Someone once said to me that 
Anglican liturgy is like a treasure chest from which we can take a jewel to gaze at or use 
for an occasion. My “jewel” is the General Thanksgiving which we used to say at Matins; 
although wordy, to me it encapsulates the essence of prayer: gratitude, awareness 
of our dependence on God, and a humble asking for help. In our prayer books, both 
old and new, are the Psalms, which some communities (and individuals)  recite daily. 
These ancient texts encompass a breath-taking spectrum of  thoughts and emotions of 
human-kind towards God. Although shared by all Christian churches, it is the Anglican 
translation that appeals to me.  Some of the Collects move me deeply with memorable 
phrases such as “ transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace”; “ 
send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love”;” grant 
us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things”. We will each have our 
favourites. Some of us prefer the poetic and traditional language of the 1662 Book of 
Common Prayer while others believe in the importance of using words that all ages 
can understand; the books we know as Common Worship have made a good job of 
rendering the enduring faith in understandable modern terms. By mostly using the 
new, we have not lost the old; it is still a valuable resource.
My second reason for my commitment to the Church of England is that it represents 
the “Via Media”, that central path between Roman Catholicism and Protestantism; 
it is gloriously both catholic (universal) and reformed. Following Henry viii’s break 
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with Rome, inspired Anglican Divines, most notably Thomas Cranmer and Richard 
Hooker, wrestled with expressing the theological beliefs of the newly formed Church 
of England. Instead of the authority of the Pope being paramount Hooker wrote that 
the foundation of Anglican belief is primarily Scripture with Reason and Tradition in 
support.  This gave a freedom for the conscience and mind of the individual to play 
a part that I, among many others, greatly value. Though occasionally mocked for its 
“wooliness”, being a “broad church” has enabled “honest doubters’ who genuinely seek 
the truth to be embraced and welcomed.  

The Parish system is the third of my highly personal values of the Church of England. 
It means that everyone in the country lives in a parish and has a church, whether they 
know it or use it. Every parishioner has a priest to give them pastoral care, to be their 
‘cure of souls’. Everyone in a parish has a right to be baptized, married, or buried in their 
parish church, and most clergy know that it is from these services that significant links 
are made and nurtured. William Temple famously said that the Church of England is 
the only society that exists for the benefit of those that are not its members. It is this 
willingness of the Church of England to embrace this role that endears me to it. 

Despite its weighty bureaucracy, its wordiness, its arcane rules, I love the church into 
whivh I was born and baptised.  It is my spiritual family and like my earthly family I have 
experienced conflicting emotions towards it.  I have felt anger and disappointment, 
but also enormous gratitude, comradeship, and joy.  Despite its struggles in the 
current climate of antipathy towards traditional religion, I believe God has a role for our 
beloved Church of England;  I pray that we will have the wisdom to discern what that is, 
and the faithfulness to carry it out.

Jenny Webb
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Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

andrewward57@btinternet.com

St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Maths Tuition
         ISEB 11+/13+, IGCSE/GCSE (inc: further maths, statistics), A-level

Experienced local Maths Tutor for all ages
  

Tailor-made sessions, available in the comfort of your own home. (Enhanced 
DBS and references available on request)

For more information, or to arrange a free initial consultation,
please contact:

Rachel Day : 07983 311084      or        rcday@outlook.com

Building confi dence at every step!
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St Peter’s

Operation Christmas Child - Shoeboxes
Fifty three packed shoeboxes were brought into the church for blessing at the family 
service on 4th November, and several were due to be added to the consignment 
later in the day as it was prepared for despatch.  Many thanks to all who were able to 
contribute.  We hope we will be able to publish some feedback from recipients in the 
new year.  Each year those messages of delight underline how important these small 
gifts of Christmas support can be for children living in extreme deprivation.

Director of Music
Our congregation and especially our choir have been delighted to welcome back 
Harold Jackson as organist and Director of Music.  Thanks go to Margaret Mellor, David 
Grierson, Caroline Collins as well as other occasional substitute organists for helping 
our choir to continue leading our worship in music for our main parish communion 
services though most of 2018.

From the Registers
Baptisms:  
28th October    Teddy Douglas Toogood

                      We welcome him to the Lord’s family
Funerals:
16th October    Jill Wilkins
                                                              May she rest in peace
From the Calendar

December
Sat 8th,                           8.30am           Men’s Breakfast
Thurs 13th,    10.30am           Little Fishes
Sat 22nd,          6.00pm           Carols by Candlelight
Mon 24th,        2.30pm           Christmas Eve Crib Service
            4.00pm           Christmas Eve Crib Service

         11.15pm           Midnight Mass 
Tue 25th,           9.30am           Christmas Day All Age Communion with Carols

January
Sat 12th,                  8.30am            Men’s Breakfast
Sat 19th,        10.30am            Doughnut time
Mon 21st,,            6.30pm            Course on TV series “Broken” 
Sun 27th,        3.00pm            Christening celebration service



99

St James’ Church

St James Church is now proud to present her new winter attire of ‘Vanilla’ with lighter 
tones amid the rafters. The atmospheric lighting and upgraded sound system can only 
help transport us to those lofty heights which the architects of past years strived to 
achieve (but without the modern technology!). 
     Thank you to everyone who has been so supportive: in the giving of time, talents and 
pound notes and most especially the encouragement to keep going when it seemed at 
times, a project doomed to fail  
St James’ PCC
 
Earthly Treasures 
There is far more meaning to a gift when it is something that we genuinely don’t like 
parting with.  And we are urged by the Bible not to store up treasures on Earth……….
     As part of the fundraising campaign for St James’ Church and Community Together 
project a new idea has been launched. What we are asking for is that each one of us 
who values the church as a place of worship, community and fellowship, should look at 
our own earthly treasures and select just one piece to give to help fund the re-vitalising 
work that that is so urgently needed. And not just something that we won’t miss, but 
something that means a lot to us and has some value.
     If you feel that you could help us in this way, we would welcome your gifts. It is your 
choice whether to remain anonymous or to be acknowledged but we would like an 
explanation of what the item means to the donor. Such a demonstration of genuine 
commitment would hopefully encourage others to give.
     Donated items will be auctioned by reputable local auctioneers who provide a 
commission free sale for registered charities.
     To start the ball rolling we already have an anonymous donation of a fine oil 
painting, a coastal scene by Gustave de Breanski (1859-1899) as well as some very 
personal jewellery.
     If you have a treasure that you feel that you would like to donate, then please 
contact Julian Richards Tel. 01747 851531.
Email julian@archaemdedia.co.uk)  (Offers will be treated in the strictest confidence.) 

Abbey School
Sadly, Harvest Festival had to be held in the school, which meant that there was no 
room for parents or friends. However, it was a very joyful occasion and there were many 
gifts of food for the Food Bank.
     A highlight of the term was a visit from Amy Williams, Olympic medal-winning 
athlete. Children had an opportunity to take part in a fun fitness circuit and have a 
photograph taken with Amy.
     As ways of emphasising the importance of reading, there is currently a school 
reading challenge for staff and pupils to read 1,000 books in 100 days. 

mailto:julian@archaemdedia.co.uk
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Author J.S. Landor visited the school to talk about her work as an author and about her 
book ‘The Mirror of Pharos’. All the children will visit Shaftesbury Library to encourage 
more families to use it. There is also a photography competition where children will bring 
in photos of themselves reading in unusual places, or with different people or pets. These 
will then be used in classroom displays. 
     Head Teacher, Michael Salisbury, has settled into his new role well, having joined the 
school from Bourton School where he had been Head for ten years. He said he was very 
excited to be at Abbey School. ‘The views from the playground are pretty stunning’, 
he said, ‘It is an inspiring place to be, and the ethos is positive amongst the staff and 
children, and their parents, grandparents and carers. It’s a vibrant community with lots 
going on, such as the planting of an oak tree by children from the Reception class.’
     The tree was grown from an acorn collected from Windsor Great Park to 
commemorate the Queen’s 90th birthday in 2016. The oak was planted to mark the start 
of the children’s school journey, and Mr Salisbury’s work in the school. The children also 
buried a box of treasure near the tree that they will dig up when they reach the top of 
the school in seven years’ time.
     Mr Salisbury plans to focus on ‘good teaching and learning and continuing to develop 
the whole child, to give them a love of learning that they can take with them when they 
leave the school. He wants to make sure they are doing all they can not only in core 
subjects but also the wider curriculum – sport, music and drama.
     The ‘Open the Book’ team continues to give fortnightly informal performances of 
Bible stories, ably assisted by a few enthusiastic pupils. (See following article re ‘Open the 
Book’).    
J.W.

‘Open The Book’
Eight volunteers from St James’ parish have been bringing Bible Stories alive to the 
pupils at Abbey Primary School since February 2014. These playlets (about ten minutes 
long) have proved an invaluable way of re-inforcing the School’s Christian ethos, and 
have been enjoyed both by the audience, who often take part in the action - and by 
the participants too! The venue usually alternates between St James’ Church and the 
Assembly Hall at Abbey School at 2.00 p.m. on every other Wednesday afternoon. 
Costumes and props are rudimentary and words are short and do not need to be 
learnt!. A walk-through is held in the half-hour before the performance to iron out 
problems with stage movements. 
     Paul Cooper - who has produced these playlets up to now - has regretfully had to say 
he must give up this activity in January due to increasing years and commitments. If 
anyone would like to take over from him - or even offer to act - Paul would be very glad 
to hear from you (Tel. 854036 or Email paulbearsden@yahoo.co.uk) .  

Julia’s House Wiltshire & Dorset Children’s Hospice
This charity is based in Poole. They hold a very popular Christmas Fundraising Event in 
the form of a Carol Service at different churches. This year we are delighted that they 
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have asked to use our church to represent North Dorset. The service is being held on 
Wednesday 5th December at 7pm. 
     Entry is by ticket from Laura Kelly, the Community Fundraising Manager. Tel. 01202 
644220. 

Christmas Services
Sunday 2nd December                4.30pm    St John Ambulance Carol Service
Wednesday 19th December      7.00pm    Carols by Candlelight.
Thursday 20th December           2.00pm.   Abbey School Carol Service on
Christmas Eve                             11.30pm    Midnight Mass 
Christmas Morning                      9.30am    Communion Service

Carol Singing around St James’
Friday 21st December.  Meet in church at 6pm for mulled wine. Please do join us - a 
good singing voice is not a requirement!
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David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com

Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone

01747 850791
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Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Bell Street Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk

Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at

Shaftesbury Town Hall
at 10.00am

Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.
For details contact Keith Aylen

Tel. 01747 851018

Domestic Pets and Farm Animals
24 Hour Emergency Care

Consultations by appointment

Sturminster: 01258 472314
Shaftesbury: 01747 850500

Blandford: 01258 472160
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11.15am
Parish

Comunion

8.00am
Communion 
with carols

11.15pm
Midnight Mass
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St John’s, Enmore Green

December 2    3.30pm.          Evensong – Book of Common Prayer
December 9  11.15am            Common Worship
December 16  11.15am            Common Worship
December 23    3.30pm           Carol Service
December 30  10.00am            Team Service – Common Worship 
               Patronal Festival for St. John the Evangelist 

Wednesday 5 December – Advent Coffee morning in the Church Hall (top of Church 
Hill)
10.00am to 12noon 
Bric a brac, home made cakes, books, and raffle.  Do come along; bring a friend, make a 
friend!

Monday 17 December  – Carol Singing Around Enmore Green
7.00pm – meet at the War Memorial 
Followed by mulled wine and mince pies 
(please note later start because of the Choir Rehearsal for the Carol Service)

Sunday 23rd December  St. John’s Annual Carol Service 
3.30pm     with traditional carols and readings supported by the St. John’s Occasional 
Singers.
Followed by tea and cakes 

Tuesday  25 December – CHRISTMAS DAY
8.00am,                              Common Worship Communion with Carols 

Sunday 30th December 
10.00am   Team Service of Holy Communion at which we will celebrate the feast of our 
patron saint, St John the Evangelist.

January 2019 

January 6    3.30pm  Evensong – Book of Common Prayer
January 13  11.15am  Common Worship
January 20  10.30am  Churches Together at Father’s House 
     (Coffee from 10.00am)
January 27  11.15am  Family Service
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Wednesday 2 January Coffee morning in the Church Hall (top of Church Hill)
10.00am to 12noon
Bric a brac, home made cakes and a jolly chat and a rest after all the Christmas 
activities. 

Looking Back 
As Key Ring goes to print, St. John’s is putting the finishing touches to its Variety 
Concert on the 17 November in the Arts Centre.  At this early stage, all seats have been 
sold.  With David Grierson at the helm, and with all our artistes either from Enmore 
Green or with close connections, we know it will be a really jolly evening and a fitting 
end to our 175th year.  
St. John’s is grateful to everyone who  helped in any way, with a special mention of Dr. 
Sue Daddy who headed up our catering hub.  

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY’S SHAFTESBURY COMMITTEE

The Children’s Society, founded by Edward Rudolf, a Sunday School teacher, was 
adopted in 1881 as an official Church of England children’s charity.  Shaftesbury has 
supported its work by means of a fund raising committee established in 1952 but 
remarkably few churchgoers throughout the Shaftesbury Team Ministry are aware of 
the Society’s  aims and achievements in modern society.
We hope that short articles in Key Ring over the coming monthly editions will help 
raise awareness of a charity which does highly effective work for vulnerable and 
disadvantaged children. Help for young people leaving care homes to fend for 
themselves has been particularly successful, a service growing in importance as the 
number of children taken into care is at an all time high.
December this year will see the ever-popular Christingle services celebrating their 50th 
anniversary.  A service will take place on Sunday 9th December in St Peter’s Shaftesbury 
at 4.30pm. Another is planned for St Mary’s Motcombe at a date to be decided. If you 
would like to help with either service please contact Chris Jones on 01747 850791.  
Please help if you can.
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Jess Sims
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Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have enough room to 
put them up?

Rate - £35 per head per night, reduced to £30 for associates of locals and 
members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin  bedded room, all en-suite. living room with 
a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV and have breakfast.

Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365

Foot Care
including nail cutting, corns and callus treatment

Bill and Fiona Davis MCFHP MAFHP

0748 4855 370

fi ona _billfootcare@btinternet.com

Home visits

21
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas
Services in December and January 
Sunday   2nd December             8.00am      Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 16th December          11.15am            Holy Communion with Hymns 
Thursday 20th December           6.00pm      Carol Service 
Christmas Eve             4.00pm      Crib Service 
Christmas Day           11.15am      Christmas Communion with carols 
Sunday 6th January            8.00am      Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 20th January         11.15am      Holy Communion with Hymns  
 
Wednesdays           9.00 am      Morning Prayer
Carol Service and Christmas Party 
This year’s Carol Service will be on Thursday 20th December at 6.00pm and it will see 
the return of Compton Abbas Pop-Up Choir. If you came to our Anniversary Service on 
23rd September, you will have heard the choir then and will know what a wonderful 
difference it makes – and how well it shows off the church’s excellent acoustic. We are 
very grateful all the singers, and especially to David Grierson for agreeing to organise 
the choir again.
If you wish you had joined last time, you might still have another chance. Extra 
members are welcome. Rehearsals begin on 27th November and the first one will 
probably have happened before you read this, but you might be able to join if you 
speak to David Grierson or contact Gillian Cross (811263) before 4th December. Or just 
come and be part of the congregation on the 20th. There will be lots of chance to sing 
great, traditional carols.
The Carol Service will be followed by the Village Christmas Party at approximately 7pm. 
Please bring a plate of food to share.
Crib Service 
Our popular Crib Service and Take Part Nativity will be held at 4pm on Christmas Eve. 
Everyone - especially children - will be invited to play a part in our retelling of the 
Christmas story and once again, we will be welcoming Scrumpy Jack the donkey to join 
Mary and Joseph on their journey to Bethlehem. There will be refreshments before the 
service, while the children dress up. Costumes are provided, but I’m afraid there aren’t 
any for adults (though we might manage the odd shepherd’s headdress).
Earlier in December, there will be a special Tea and Stories session at Drones Farm, to 
prepare for the Crib Service. This will involve craft and storytelling (as usual) and we 
will be making a beautiful Christmas star to use in the Crib Service. If you would like 
to come, please get in touch with Kelly Oakley (01747 812663) or Gillian Cross (01747 
811263). 
Christmas Day 
Our service on Christmas Day will be at 11.15am. We look forward to seeing you there. 
There won’t be a special choir, but I’m sure that there will be lots of hearty singing and 
celebration.

Church Hall Renovations 
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On a more prosaic note, you might like to know that some necessary renovation of the 
Church Hall has begun. So far, only external work has been carried out, to make sure 
that the whole building is weatherproof. We hope the internal work will be started 
shortly.

Christmas

The bells of waiting Advent ring,
The Tortoise stove is lit again
And lamp-oil light across the night
Has caught the streaks of winter rain
In many a stained-glass window sheen
From Crimson Lake to Hookers Green.

The holly in the windy hedge
And round the Manor House the yew
Will soon be stripped to deck the ledge,
The altar, font and arch and pew,
So that the villagers can say
‘The church looks nice’ on Christmas Day.

Provincial Public Houses blaze,
Corporation tramcars clang,
On lighted tenements I gaze,
Where paper decorations hang,
And bunting in the red Town Hall
Says ‘Merry Christmas to you all’.

And London shops on Christmas Eve
Are strung with silver bells and flowers
As hurrying clerks the City leave
To pigeon-haunted classic towers,
And marbled clouds go scudding by
The many-steepled London sky.

And girls in slacks remember Dad,
And oafish louts remember Mum,
And sleepless children’s hearts are glad.
And Christmas-morning bells say ‘Come!’
Even to shining ones who dwell
Safe in the Dorchester Hotel

And is it true,
This most tremendous tale of all,
Seen in a stained-glass window's hue,
A Baby in an ox's stall?
The Maker of the stars and sea
Become a Child on earth for me ?

And is it true? For if it is,
No loving fingers tying strings
Around those tissued fripperies,
The sweet and silly Christmas things,
Bath salts and inexpensive scent
And hideous tie so kindly meant,

No love that in a family dwells,
No carolling in frosty air,
Nor all the steeple-shaking bells
Can with this single Truth compare -
That God was man in Palestine
And lives today in Bread and Wine. 

Sir John Betjeman (1906 - 1984)
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas
Services in December 2018 and January 2019

December 2018
2nd December       9.30am     Parish Communion - First Sunday of Advent
9th December      11.15am     Parish Communion
16th December          No Service at St Thomas’s
23rd December      6.30pm    Carol Service 
24th December        10pm     Midnight Mass: 1662 Communion
25th December   11:15am      Family communion
30th December      No Service at St Thomas’s
 
January 2019
6th January           9.30am     Parish Communion
13th January       11.15am     Parish Communion
20th January       No service at St Thomas’s
27th January       11.15am     Matins

Remembrance Sunday

Remembrance Sunday fell exactly one hundred years after the Armistice of 1918 and was 
marked in the traditional way by the laying of wreaths at the War Memorial Lychgate.  
The Remembrance Service included a combination of poetry and prose together with 
the moving and well-known hymns.  Earlier this year the parish commemorated the 
death of Lieutenant Lionel Carver, of the Irish Guards in 1918.  His name is among those 
on the lychgate.

Smartie Pots
Please remember to bring these to one of our Christmas services with coins in the place 
of chocolates.   Details of our Christmas charities will appear in pewsheets and in ‘The 
Spreadeagle’.

Christmas Flowers

Saturday 22nd December - starting at 10am, we will be decorating the church with 
foliage and berries ready for the carol service on the next day. Gifts of suitable foliage 
and berries would be much appreciated.  We look forward to seeing you all there.
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Store Cupboard

The St Thomas’s Preservation Society has paid for a new cupboard (acquired by Juliet 
Bichard and Jon Dakin) to tidy up the remaining ‘stuff’ which needs to be stored in the 
church. 

Rodney Atwood’s Talk on British Army Chaplains of the First World War
Members of the St Thomas’s congregation gave warm support to Rodney Atwood’s 
talk at St Peter’s, ‘Soldiers of God – British Army Chaplains of the First World War’ on 30th 
October.  The event was well supported and raised £330 for the Poppy Fund and the 
Team Churches.

1st December Christmas Fair 

 ST THOMAS’S CHURCH PRESERVATION SOCIETY
CHRISTMAS FAIR

Saturday 1st December from 10.30am to 12.30pm
In Melbury Abbas Village Hall, SP7 0DB

Gifts, Cakes, Bric-a-brac, Books, Raffle, Vintage Items, 
Christmas decorations and Wreaths,

Local producers’ stalls including Leather goods, Candles, Charcuterie, 
Lampshades and Cushions

Coffee, home-made cake and chat in our pop up café.
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Thurs10.00am to 1.00pm Fri & Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

The Gathering Service on October 18th under the title “ Let there be light” was based 
on a theme provided by the Child Blind Mission. This included prayers and  questions 
for discussions. The lighting of candles was also included. The Service was well received 
by those who attended. The CBM were most grateful for the offering sent to them, 
including a generous donation from one couple. Audrey & Christopher Hooper

Christmas Tree Festival
We will be holding a Christmas Tree Festival in the Church on the 14th ,15th and 16th of 
December ... culminating in the Carol Service on the evening of the 16th. This will be a 
community event, similar to the Flower Festival we held last year in that each Christmas 
tree will represent a different group in the community. There will be more information 
via the pew sheets and on posters nearer the time.

Carols by Candlelight on 16th December at 6.00pm
This will be a Nine Lessons and Carols Service and will be candlelit. Mulled wine and 
mince pies will be served afterwards. Everyone is welcome – come along to enjoy 
singing those wonderful Christmas Carols.

Christingle
This year’s Christingle will be a bit different. It will take the form of a Messy Church in 
Motcombe School on Monday 17th December at 3.30pm. The children and parents 
will make Christingles to take home, while hearing the story of Christingle and what it 
represents.
 
SERVICES AND EVENTS 
Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week, except Thursday 27th December. All 
are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

DECEMBER

Sunday 2nd  Dec       11.15am Parish Communion (BCP)
Tuesday 4th Dec        2.00pm Prayer Group meet at Half Moon House
Thursday 6th Dec      10.00am Holy Communion
                         2.50pm School Assembly in church
Sunday 9th Dec        9.30am Parish Communion
Thursday 13th Dec    10.00am Holy Communion
Friday 14th - Sunday 16th Dec Christmas Tree Festival
Sunday 16th Dec        8.00am            Holy Communion (BCP)
        6.00pm Carols by Candlelight
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Monday 17th Dec            3.30pm Messy Church Christingle in Motcombe School
Wednesday 19th Dec   11.00am Holy Communion at Motcombe Grange
Thursday 20st Dec        10.00am Holy Communion
             5.00pm Motcombe School KS1 Carol Service
             6.30pm Motcombe School KS2 Carol Service
Sunday 23rd Dec             9.30am Parish Communion
Christmas Eve           4.00pm Crib Service
          11.30pm Midnight Mass
Christmas Day            9.30am Christmas Celebration Communion
NB No Holy Communion on Thursday 27th December
Sunday 30th  Dec        10.00am          Team Communion at St John’s, Enmore Green
Monday 31st Dec          2.30pm           Wedding of Ben Trump and Charlotte Tichy

JANUARY

Thursday 3rd Jan         10.00am            Holy Communion

Sunday 6th Jan       10.30am            Methodist Covenant Service, Methodist  Chapel                                               
NB No 11.15am service at St Mary’s
Thursday 10th Jan     10.00am Holy Communion
Sunday 13th Jan           9.30am Parish Communion
Wednesday 16th Jan 11.00am Holy Communion at Motcombe Grange
Thursday 17th Jan      10.00am Holy Communion
Sunday 20th Jan           8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
          9.30am Service for the Week of Christian Unity 
Thursday 24th Jan      10.00am Holy Communion
Sunday 27th Jan           9.30am Parish Communion    
 
MOTCOMBE C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS
As always Motcombe School has had a very busy but also very fulfilling Autumn term.  
All the children have been working hard and enjoying their learning.  You will notice 
some of the children’s harvest artwork has recently been put on display in the church. 
We hope you enjoy looking at it!

This term we have also managed to raise the funds, mainly through our fabulous PTA, 
to extend our playground and create a new astroturf area for the children to play 
on throughout the year.  This will be of massive benefit for the children whilst also 
reducing the amount of mud around the school.  We hope to secure further funding 
to develop this area in the coming months.  Due to this extension project we have had 
to relocate our spiritual garden, that was very much in need of renovation anyway.  We 
plan to involve the whole community in the planning of the new spiritual garden which 
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will be relocated to the school field and hopefully work will begin next term on this 
project.  If you are a keen gardener, have landscaping skills or garden planning ideas,  
please get in touch with our school office (office@motcombeprimary.co.uk)  so you can 
be involved and help us in this exciting and important project.

As we approach the end of our Autumn term, everyone at Motcombe Primary School 
would like to wish you a Merry Christmas time and a happy New Year.

Best Wishes,
Matt Barge and all at Motcombe School

The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

No report received.

mailto:office@motcombeprimary.co.uk
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COPY  DEADLINE FOR THE 
FEBRUARY 2019 ISSUE IS
FRIDAY 11TH JANUARY

AT 5PM

To advertise here contact the 
Team O�  ce on 01747 853060 
or e-mail o�  ce@Sha� esbury 

CofE.org.uk

OLD BOOKS
BOUGHT

Should you have any old books 
surplus

to your needs we are very happy
to call, entirely without obligation, 

and, if suitable, make an offer.
We also wish to purchase old

albums of postcards and 
photographs.  Also handwritten 

items, e.g. old letters, diaries,
autographs etc

We have been buying in Dorset for
50 years

Bristow & Garland 01747 855666
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