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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Team Vicars:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                    01747 852193  simon@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Helen and Pam  have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 
5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW

 office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:                  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:                                          Wendy Tindall-Shepherd          keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                                 Tel. 01747 822299
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 01747 855819
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

Have you planned your holidays yet? Jenny and I have just booked a nice week in 
Amsterdam. It is normally during January and into February we begin to think where 
we would like to be: somewhere exciting and a bit different for a week or so, to refresh 
our lives and give us a bit of an adventure. I wonder how you plan your great escape? 
What sort of person are you? Maybe you are ‘a familiar’: someone who returns to 
the same place each year, same friends, familiar surroundings, so there is not much 
planning required but the expectation of the holiday at this time can still pep you up. 
Or maybe you’re ‘a planner’: one of those people who get excited with a change of 
scene, but you need to plan all the details, when you have done this, you know it will 
be a success. So you sit down with the guidebooks and the travel itineraries and work 
everything out, after all, you would hate to miss something. Or maybe you are ‘an 
adventurer’: (and I have to confess that Jenny and I put ourselves in this category) you 
will fix the dates and maybe the destination but leave the rest to see what inspires you 
when you get there because holidays are an adventure. The best thing about doing it 
this way, I think, is that you can discover some wonderful places and have unexpected 
encounters that make a holiday something to remember. You may not get entirely what 
you expect, but the journey of discovery can be more exciting than the initial planned 
thoughts.  
Of course, our journeys in life can be the same – if you are ‘a planner’ you may plan 
and check details for your future and hope to stick to the plan of your life, but often 
something unexpected happens that you need to adapt to. Or if you are ‘a familiar’, 
everything which isn’t what you have already experienced will be a challenge: 
adaption is an unfortunate necessity. Or if you are ‘an adventurer’, you like to grasp 
what is around at the time, so when you have to make actual plans they seem to be 
constraining that sense of adventure. 
Our journeys in faith can be the same, God calls us to move on in relationship with him 
because our lives change. If there is one thing which is a constant it is change itself. 
For ‘the familiars’ amongst us, this change will be an unfortunate necessity, and we 
probably don’t want to hear what God is calling us to. For ‘the planners’ amongst us, 
adaption to new paths in life requires us to plan more. This can dull the expectation, so 
when we hear God calling and moving us on, we probably don’t want the effort of new 
plans and this reduces the sense of calling. For ‘the adventurers’ amongst us, we may 
hear God’s call and respond, but get frustrated that we have to plan to make that call a 
reality.
By now, you all should have heard that I and the family are setting off on a new 
adventure to the Clarendon Team just to the east of Salisbury. It will be a big adventure: 
an adventure in faith, in discovery and continuing to travel with God. We will be sad 
to leave these familiar surroundings and the wonderful people whom we have come 
to know here in the churches and in the community, and as such, there is part of me 
which is a bit of ‘a familiar’. Would it be easier to stay with the familiar? – yes of course 
it would. And there is also part of me which is a bit of ‘a planner’ and the thought 
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World Day of Prayer

Each year the women from a different country prepare a service to be used by 
Christians throughout the world on the first Friday of March. This year Slovenia has 
put together an order of worship which reminds us that we are all welcome at God’s 
table, ‘Come - everything is ready’. In Shaftesbury the service will be held on Friday 1st 
March at 11am in St Peter’s church. Do come, it will be a joyous occasion. While we have 
always welcomed men, even when it was the Women’s World Day of Prayer now we 
hope more men will come.

Rosemary Saxey

of adapting to new ways of engaging in the churches dulls the sense of calling and 
moving me on. But it is knowing that God is calling which means that I can embrace 
‘the adventurer’ within me. I have a fairly good idea of the team to which I will be 
Rector, but to be honest I can’t be entirely sure of what to expect. So I trust God that 
the journey of discovery will be more exciting than whatever I could have planned. 
Certainly looking back this has been the case in Shaftesbury: we came as a couple and 
leave as a family. We came with some churches in financial difficulties and we leave 
with churches renewed and inspired. We came and for some there was a sense of 
despair where now there is a sense of hope for the future.
Whatever the future may hold for us and for you, we trust God that he will guide us: 
‘Whatever we ask of God according to his will he hears us’ (1 John 5.14). We know that 
with God “all will be well, and all manner of things will be well” (Julian of Norwich). And 
Jesus the Great Shepherd declares that ‘he comes so that we might have life, and have 
it in its fullness’ (John 10.10). May we be true to his calling and held in his care as we all 
journey on into his future.
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Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854594

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

andrewward57@btinternet.com

St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Maths Tuition
         ISEB 11+/13+, IGCSE/GCSE (inc: further maths, statistics), A-level

Experienced local Maths Tutor for all ages
  

Tailor-made sessions, available in the comfort of your own home. (Enhanced 
DBS and references available on request)

For more information, or to arrange a free initial consultation,
please contact:

Rachel Day : 07983 311084      or        rcday@outlook.com

Building confi dence at every step!
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2019 Team Retreat.  

As announced in Key Ring last November, this year’s Retreat will be led by Canon 
James Woodward, Principal of Sarum College.  It will run from early afternoon Friday 
20th September to mid-afternoon on Sunday 22nd September 2019 at The Othona 
Community, near Burton Bradstock on the Jurassic Coast; check it out at www.othona-
west-dorset.co.uk

This offers a smaller and simpler style of venue in a more dramatic setting than our 
2018 venture in Poole. Costs are slightly lower: £140 for single occupancy for the 
weekend, or £125 per person for couples or sharers.  There will be an option to pay by 
instalments.  Please send a deposit of £20 per person with your booking form, and state 
there if you would like to pay in further monthly instalments - £15 per month over 7 
months if you book early.  Bookings close 10th August 2019, the full charge to be paid 
by 17th August 2019.
 
Cheques made out to Shaftesbury Team Ministry should be delivered with booking 
forms to the Team Office in an envelope marked Team Retreat 2019.  For further 
information, please contact Michael and Beverley Pattison, preferably by email: 
m.a.pattison@gmail.com.

Booking form overleaf

Electoral Roll

This year, 2019, is the time for all parishes to complete a new Roll, rather than a revision 
of an existing one.

Everyone will be required to complete a new form. The inclusion in the Roll entitles you 
to vote at the annual meeting, to elect churchwardens, PCC members and other officers 
of the church, enabling you to be part of your church community.

Team Service Collection

The collection from the team service at St John’s Enmore Green on Sunday 30th 
December amounted to £248.50 of which £147.50 was gift aided.  So after adding 
the amount of tax recoverable a cheque for £285.38 was sent to ShelterBox - an 
organisation that provides immediate temporary shelter for people throughout the 
world that have lost their own homes as a result of natural disaster or conflict.

mailto:m.a.pattison@gmail.com
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TEAM RETREAT 2019 BOOKING FORM

Name(s)………………………………………………,…..………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

Address…………………………………………….....................................

....................................................................................Postcode……………

Telephone: ………………............                  Email :……...……………………………….

Special dietary requirements………………………………………………

Room preferences if any: 

- Sharing with…..,……………………………………………………….

- Ground floor………..  

I/we will drive…….   would like a lift…….     can offer lifts……

Payment - please tick your choice and include payment indicated: 

Option 1: I enclose full payment (£140/£125 per person)

Option 2: I enclose £20 deposit per person. I will pay full balance by 10 August

Option 3: I enclose £20 deposit per person. I will pay balance by monthly instalments to 
Team Office
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St Peter’s

Christmas collections
As has been the custom for many years St Peter’s donated all its Christmas 
collections to charities.  Members of the congregation were invited to suggest who 
the beneficiaries should be, within three categories i.e. 1 local, 1 national and 1 
international.
Having completed this shortlist the congregation as a whole were invited to vote for 
one from each category.
The Christmas collections amounted to:- 
Late night shopping        70.95
Carol service       406.80
Crib services (2)                       210.89
Midnight Mass                       218.23
Christmas morning      264.94
     1,171.81
Tax recoverable                       292.95
                  £1,464.76

Taking into account the will of the congregation this was donated to:-
Local - Friends of North Dorset Women’s Refuge    488.26
National - Dementia UK               488.25
International - Médecins Sans Frontières                  488.25
           £1,464.76

A Special Celebration
During 1999 John Parker retired from his employment with Kent County Council and he 
and Jenny moved to Shaftesbury.  They very soon got involved with St Peter’s church, 
both joining the choir and John linking up with the band of bell ringers.
This extended to other activities in the town; in particular with Shaftesbury Arts Centre 
of which Jenny has been the chairman for several years.  John has connections with the 
town museum, Swans Yard, The Children’s Society, the Citizens Advice Bureau and is 
treasurer of the Friends of St Peter’s.  His contribution to Shaftesbury was recognised in 
2011 when he was honoured as a Freeman of the town.
A temporary setback occurred in mid-2018 when they both underwent hip 
replacement operations within a few weeks of each other, but they very quickly 
bounced back to normal.
On 6th December John and Jenny celebrated 60 years of marriage which did not escape 
the attention of Her Majesty from whom they received a congratulatory card.  The 
diamond wedding was celebrated at the Arts Centre on Saturday 8th December with 50 
friends and family members enjoying an excellent 4 course meal with entertainment 
interspersed between each course and the wine flowing freely.
The next morning eight family members ascended the tower at St Peter’s and joined 
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the local band with ringing for the 9.30am service.  At one stage the bells were manned 
by six Parkers: Katherine (daughter), Gillian (John’s sister), David (John’s brother), 
Christopher (son), John and Ian (John’s brother).
We wish them many more years of happy, busy marriage.

Gill & John Hunt

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY HOUSE COLLECTION BOX EXCHANGE,  SUNDAY 3 FEBRUARY 
2019   The annual exchange of Children’s Society house collection boxes will take place 
immediately after the 9.30am Family Service on Sunday 3 February 2019.  If you are a 
box holder, please bring it to exchange it for a new box.  If you would like to become 
a box holder you can register and take one home.  Anyone unable to attend on 3 
February can contact one of the following to arrange exchange or issue:

Keith Milburn, Chris Jones , Karen Dickson, John Parker

From the Registers:  
Baptisms
25th November  Abel Demilade Alowosile
   Sarah Daniella Alowosile

We welcome them to the Lord’s family
Admitted to Communion
25th November  Abel Demilade Alowosile
   Sarah Daniella Alowosile
   Sophie Dawes
Funerals:
12th December  John Cann (Memorial Service)

February diary
Please check website and pew sheets for updates on these and other events
Mondays 4, 11, 18, 25, 6.30pm: course on TV series “Broken” (6 sessions starting Jan 28)
Saturday   9th,    8.30am:  Men’s Breakfast
Saturday 16th, 10.30am: Doughnut Time
               5.00pm:  vocal recital in church
Sunday     24th,   3.00pm: Christening celebration service
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St James’ 

Carols by Candlelight
This was a magical evening, a most appropriate prelude to our Christmas worship.  First 
of all there was the very special atmosphere, the combination of candlelight and our 
newly installed lighting system, which encouraged a real sense of awe and stillness.  
Then there was the quality of the music.  A four-part choir of 18, with Hannah Ryan 
(soprano) and Tim Trenchard (tenor) among the soloists, gave the singing an unforced, 
gentle depth to the anthems and carols.  Finally there was the choice of readings and 
prayers, including the lovely Bidding Prayer from the Kings College Cambridge Carol 
service.
     The introductory note to the service urged us to find a quiet place within ourselves, 
untouched by all the activity of Christmastide, a place of silence, capable of wonder.  
For me, the service provided exactly that. 
     This service raised £310 for ShelterBox   
R.H.

Carol Singing around St James
On the day of the Winter Solstice, 21st December, a group of hardy souls went carol 
singing around St James. Blessed with dry weather (unlike a year or so ago when we 
had to stop when the carol sheets became papier-mâché!) we started in church with 
some mulled wine - to lubricate the vocal cords, of course. 

This year we had an unexpected bonus in the form of a small group, including three 
young men with wonderful voices, who had got the day of our Carols by Candlelight 
service wrong (it had been on the Wednesday) but decided to join us in our carolling. 
They really improved our vocal impact as we progressed around the village, eventually 
ending up at the Two Brewers where we sang and were rewarded with mulled cider. 
All in all, a wonderful evening which spread the Christmas spirit, brought harmonious 
joy (we hope) to many and raised over £240 for the Children’s Society. Our accidental 
choristers must have enjoyed it – they say they’ll be back next year!    

J.C.R.

Pilgrim Service
‘Thick Darkness?’ was the theme of our Pilgrim service on Sunday 13th January. We now 
see Pilgrim still walking towards his night’s goal, but through the darkest of nights he 
managed to take a wrong turn and has struggled to regain his proper track. His path is 
only illumined by one distant star – but what a beautiful star! It really is special and he 
feels like one of the wise kings all those years ago. Wasn’t the world promised a light to 
reveal God’s true direction for us all? In this most unsettled of worlds at the turn of the 
year will we find the one true way, truth and life in Jesus – our guiding star? 
Please come and join us at our next service which is followed by fellowship and 
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refreshments.
From the Registers
Celebration of the life of Ann Cryer – Monday 21st December
Baptism - Saturday 12th January – Amber Rose Barratt 

Work in Progress
The curtilage of St James churchyard has now been fenced in, in accordance with 
Ecclesiastical Insurance H&S/Public Liability requirements.  The fence will be planted 
inside with young yew hedging over the next few weeks.
Work will be carried out on the roof to clear debris, fix broken and missing tiles and 
replace rainwater fixings to cope with ever heavier rainfall.  Some lead flashing to the 
tower will also be mended.  Replacement of part of the soakaway drainage on the 
north aspect will also be dealt with to avoid the crypt flooding again and damaging the 
central heating boiler.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Pilgrim Service Sunday10th February at 6pm
Saturday 23rd February - Service of “Renewed Life and Hope”; a celebratory service in 
thanksgiving for our successful re-ordering.  To include music, poetry/prose/reflections. 
Turn up at 3.00pm for Tea & Cake and the service will follow at 4.00pm.  All Welcome.
Sudan Recycling Sale Saturday 23rd March at 10am.
Team Service Sunday 24th March at 10am. Simon’s last service so we plan to have 
something a little special. 
We hope to have several talks/audiences throughout the Spring - “Remarkable 
Suffragettes of Dorset”; “Arctic Ocean Exploration” and hopefully an “Interview with 
Radio Presenter Johnny Walker” so ‘watch this space’, the pew sheet and website for 
further details. 
Easter Saturday 20th April – St James’ successful Easter Egg Hunt will be repeated this 
Spring so spread the word and come and join us.
May – We hope to celebrate the Feast of St James. Also, Rogation Day with a walk 
(perhaps to cover the area we couldn’t access last year) or beating a bound or two 
around our lovely churchyard and car park. 
31st May - The Choir from Minsk are coming to perform for us again.  The last time they 
delivered a spectacular evening of music – all in beautiful national costume.  
June 7th – 10th inclusive – Our Pentecost Flower Festival themed “All Things Bright & 
Beautiful”.  Friday 7th – Community Choir concert.  Saturday 8th – Bournemouth Male 
Voice Choir concert; Sunday 9th – 9.30am Sung Eucharist with “QPM” ladies choir from 
Salisbury; Monday 10th Afternoon organ recital with Chris Mahon followed by Tea & 
Cake. 

Exciting times in our beautiful, freshly renewed church.  If you haven’t been in yet do 
come along – you won’t need to put the lights on!  AND now you can park in the clean, 
crisp new car park.
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Annual Sudan Vintage & Recycling Sale
The date is set for this year’s St James’ sale in aid of the Sudan Medical Link.  It’s 
Saturday 23rd March at 10am in the Town Hall.
     As well as asking you to make sure this date is firmly in your diaries, we are also 
still asking for more donations.  We are interested in anything saleable: bric-a-brac, 
pictures, toys, books, tools, jewellery, china, glass, records – in fact anything!  We would 
particularly welcome the opportunity to help clear houses/sheds/attics and can offer 
practical assistance with this in return. 
     So, if you can help, or know someone who might be able to, then please get in touch 
with the sale organiser Julian Richards, either by phone (01747 851531 or mobile 07974 
913878) or email julian@archaemedia.co.uk.
     Many thanks in advance – last year we raised about £3,500 – this year we want to 

raise more as the people of Sudan more than ever need our practical help as well as our 
prayers. 

.Earthly Treasures
In a previous Keyring we mentioned ‘Earthly Treasures’ - part of the fund-raising 
campaign for St James’  ‘Church and Community together’ project, a new idea which 
has been launched. The idea was that we should look at our own earthly treasures and 
select just one piece to give to help fund the re-vitalising work that that is so urgently 
needed. And not just something that we won’t miss, but something that means 
something to us and has some value. 

We have had an interesting start to this campaign, with donated items so far including 
a coastal scene oil painting by Gustave de Breanski (1859-1899), two heavy gold men’s 
rings and a beautiful ladies gold ring, a pair of fine Georgian lidded glass bowls and 
some highly collectable Art Deco pottery.  It’s a good start but we need more people 
to examine their own earthly treasures and see if there is something that they would 
like to donate. If you have, then please contact Julian Richards (01747 851531 or email 
julian@archaemdedia.co.uk) (offers will be treated in the strictest confidence). 

Abbey School
The children returned to Abbey School on Tuesday 8 January after two weeks of 
Christmas holidays.  The end of the autumn term was packed with lots of Christmas 
activities, including two plays based around the nativity story, ‘Straw and Order’, 
presented by years 2,3 and 4, and ‘Whoopsy Daisy Angel’ performed by Reception and 
year 1. The school carol service was held on December 20, and a Christmas lunch and 
party - when Christmas jumpers were much in evidence, took place on the last day 
of term. Children from year 2 upwards went out to visit and entertain the residents of 
some local care homes over the last two weeks of term.  
To start the new year, an interesting training (Inset) day was held for staff and governors 
on 7 January, with Mandy Christopher, Assistant Director of Salisbury Diocesan Board 
of Education, leading a workshop entitled ‘Vision and Values’.  2019 also sees the launch 

mailto:julian@archaemedia.co.uk
mailto:julian@archaemdedia.co.uk
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of an exciting project to develop a Forest School in the beautiful school grounds. From 
January, a Forest School leader will be coming in on Mondays, with each year group 
having the opportunity during the course of the year to enjoy outdoor learning. 
 
‘Open The Book’
Eight volunteers from St James’ parish have been bringing Bible Stories alive to the 
pupils at Abbey Primary School since February 2014. These playlets (about ten minutes 
long) have proved an invaluable way of reinforcing the School’s Christian ethos, and 
have been enjoyed both by the audience, who often take part in the action - and by 
the participants too! The venue usually alternates between St James’ Church and the 
Assembly Hall at Abbey School at 2.00 p.m. on every other Wednesday afternoon. 
Costumes and props are rudimentary and words are short and do not need to be learnt!  
A walk-through is held in the half-hour before the performance to iron out problems 
with stage movements. 
     Paul Cooper - who has produced these playlets up to now - has regretfully had to say 
he must give up this activity in January due to increasing years and commitments. If 
anyone would like to take over from him - or even offer to act - Paul would be very glad 
to hear from you (Tel. 854036 or Email paulbearsden@yahoo.co.uk).

Bible Story for Grown-ups 
Did you know, the earliest computer can be traced back to Adam and Eve?  Surprise, 
surprise, it was an Apple!  But with very limited memory.  Just one byte and it crashed!
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Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Bell Street Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk

Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at
Bell Street United Church

at 10.00am
Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.

For details contact Keith Aylen
Tel. 01747 851018

Domestic Pets and Farm Animals
24 Hour Emergency Care

Consultations by appointment

Sturminster: 01258 472314
Shaftesbury: 01747 850500

Blandford: 01258 472160
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Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have enough room to 
put them up?

Rate - £35 per head per night, reduced to £30 for associates of locals and 
members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin  bedded room, all en-suite. living room with 
a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV and have breakfast.

Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365

Foot Care
including nail cutting, corns and callus treatment

Bill and Fiona Davis MCFHP MAFHP

0748 4855 370

fi ona _billfootcare@btinternet.com

Home visits
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St John’s

Services in St Johns in February

Sunday 3 February                    3.30pm    Evensong
Sunday 10 & 17 February    11.15am    CW Holy Communion
Sunday 24 February               11.15am    Family Service
          
Wednesday 6 February – Coffee morning in the Church Hall
10.00am to 12 noon
Bring and Buy plus home made cakes
Pop in whenever you can. 

Tuesday 19 February in the Church Hall
2.30 – 5pm  Tea and Memories. All welcome. 
Ring Elizabeth 01747 850654 if you need transport or have dietary requirements.

Funeral
On Tuesday 8 January  Joan Elizabeth FARROW  was laid to rest
     May she rest in peace

Our Christmas services went well and our carol singing around Enmore Green raised 
£155 for the Trinity Day Centre Amenity fund. 
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Services in February:

3rd February     9.30am Parish Communion (Simon Chambers)   
8th February                  Church Breakfast
10th February  11.15am Parish Communion (Simon Chambers)    
17th February                   No service at St Thomas’s  ` 
24th February  11.15am Matins (Rodney Atwood)

ST THOMAS’S PRESERVATION SOCIETY
St Thomas’s Preservation Society held their annual Christmas Fair on 1st December 
2018 in the Village Hall.  The total sum raised was £702.00 to put towards the upkeep 
of the church.  Thank you to everyone who took part, cooked, set up stalls, washed up, 
or contributed in any way.  Most of all thank you to those who supported the Fair by 
attending.  
We are using the money raised to help buy new bell ropes as the old ones need 
replacing.

Christmas

The church was beautifully decorated with much care and trouble ready for Christmas.  
Many thanks need to go to Valerie Warrington who organises the flower rota and her 
team for all their hard work.  There were 150 people at our three Christmas services 
including a good number of young families who came mainly on Christmas morning.

Once again Reverend Simon Chambers and the PCC were grateful to those who read the 
lessons at our Carol Service, representing village organisations; the Parish Council, the 
Village Hall, the W.I., the VPA, and the Church Preservation Society.

The collections from our Christmas services together with our collections from the 
Smarties will be shared between Open House in Shaftesbury and Water Aid.  

We had a very good response from the Smarties scheme, so far we’ve collected £134, 
and tubes are still being returned.  If anyone else has a tube they want to donate it would 
be very welcome.
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The Reverend Simon Chambers

The new Team Rector of the Clarendon Benefice, east of Salisbury, will be the Reverend 
Simon Chambers.  We all, at St Thomas’s, congratulate Simon on his promotion but are 
saddened by his departure.  We wish Simon and his family all the best as they prepare 
to move to Winterslow at the end of March and thank him for his unstinting support and 
guidance.

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 

The Key Ring last edition’s Children’s Society notes outlined the Society’s history.  These 
notes introduce the Society’s Shaftesbury Committee, whose inaugural meeting 
took place on 25 November 1965, and included the Mayor of Shaftesbury among its 
members.  Since then it has continued to fundraise by various means.  Over the 53 
years the Committee’s composition and activities have evolved but the support for 
vulnerable and disadvantaged children has been constant.  Currently, the Society 
receives around £5,000 each year resulting from the Committee’s activities.

The Committee consists of Chris Jones (Chairman), John Parker (Hon.Treasurer), 
Bridgette Browne (Minutes Secretary), Elaine Barratt (P.R.)  Karen Dickson, Audrey 
Hooper, Pam Grosvenor, Rosemary Saxey, and Keith and Thelma West.  We enjoy loyal 
support from the many who help with our annual street and Tesco store collections, 
Quiz Night and Christingle services. We meet every four months and are always looking 
for new members to help with these undemanding but fulfilling activities.  If you are 
interested please contact a Committee member or the Chairman on 01747 850791.

Our next main activity is to help Keith Milburn who coordinates the 60 or so house 
collection boxes in circulation with members of St Peter’s.  This year’s annual box 
exchange takes place on Sunday 3 February, immediately after the Family Service.  
The boxes of small change produce over £1,500 each year for the Society’s work, the 
importance of which, sadly, increases year on year.
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St Mary’s, Motcombe

Christmas Charity
It was wonderful to welcome so many to our Christmas services. Many thanks to all 
who gave so generously into the open collections at these services. A grand total of 
£285.00 was raised which will be given to Shaftesbury & District Carers Association 
who are an independent charity working for the benefit of those vulnerable and at risk 
within our community. Their aim is to provide a safe haven for those who need it, with 
an opportunity to learn new skills, the chance to work and become part of a team, and 
even to progress into paid employment if this is what the individual wishes. They are 
the umbrella organisation under which Hope2Cycle, Hope2Grow, Hope2Bake and other 
projects that help people get out and about, learn new skills, and enjoy themselves are 
included.

Sacred Space
Beginning in February, on the third Tuesday of each month at 6.00pm there will be a 
time of silence, reflection, music and prayer to draw close to God - an opportunity to 
experience stillness and peace in the midst of our busy lives. All are welcome.

A Date for your Diary:
Waiting for the Word. 
On Sunday 24th February 2019 at 3pm, Greg and Angie Underwood will present Waiting 
for the Word, a short programme of music for organ, piano and singing, linked together 
by readings which will be followed by Afternoon Tea (included in the ticket price). 
Tickets cost £8.00 per person and are available NOW from Gill Waine Tel: 01747 851007, 
Greg and Angie Underwood Tel: 01747 854048 or after Church. All proceeds to go to St 
Mary’s Church. We look forward to seeing you. 

The Women’s World Day of Prayer is on Friday 1st March this year. 
The theme is Come – Everything is Ready!
Everything is ready and the invitation is for everyone - men, women and children of all 
ages to join this Day of Prayer.  Women of Slovenia, one of the smallest and youngest 
countries in Europe, have prepared this year’s service and they encourage us to reflect on 
the barriers they have faced since the end of the Second World War when their country 
was a part of Yugoslavia, a Marxist socialist republic. They share the challenges they have 
met and the hopes they have for the future. More information will be available nearer 
the time.

Motcombe School needs your help
Due to the playground extension project, the school have had to relocate the spiritual 
garden. They would very much like to involve the whole community in the planning 
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of the new spiritual garden which will be relocated to the school field. Hopefully 
work will begin this term on this project. If you are a keen gardener, have landscaping 
skills or garden planning ideas, please get in touch with our school office (office@
motcombeprimary.co.uk or 852018) so you can be involved and help us in this exciting 
and important project.

Food Bank
Thank you for all the generous Christmas donations for the Gillingham Food Bank, all 
involved were very grateful!   As you can imagine the food bank continues to provide 
for those in need and so there will be a box in the church for donations, even a tin a 
week or month makes a difference. Do visit the Gillingham food bank website to learn 
more about the up to date needs. 

SERVICES IN FEBRUARY
Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.

The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.
Sunday 3rd  February        11.15am  Parish Communion for Candlemas
Sunday 10th    9.30am  Parish Communion
Sunday 17th    8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)
     9.30am  Morning Worship
Tuesday 19th     6.00pm  Sacred Space
Sunday 24th                     9.30am  Parish Communion



24

The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

Electoral Roll
Please look out for the notices in your church porches next month. 
This year there will be a new Roll. If you are already on the roll you will receive new 
forms which include the new Privacy Agreement. Please return the form to me
If you are not on the Roll and would like to be please contact me.
Rita Stranger 01258 472331

Tea and Chat
This month we meet at Manor Meadow, home of Phil and Rita Stranger on Wednesday 
February 20th. As usual the time is 2.30pm-3.30pm. Please do come along and join us.

Easter Bingo  4th April.
Our first Parish fundraiser for 2019 will be an Easter Bingo at Manston Village Hall on 
Thursday 4th April. Mike Murphy will be our caller. 
Prizes please both for Bingo and Raffle. We will need items by 25th March. 
Look out for detail of times etc next month.

St Thomas Churchyard
Many thanks for the continuing upkeep of the churchyard by volunteers. 

Services
Services at St Margaret’s
First Sunday of the month   11.15am        Parish Communion (BPC)
Third Sunday of the month   11.15am        Matins
Fourth Sunday of the month              11.15am        Matins

Services at St Luke’s
First Sunday of the month                    6.30pm        Evening Praise  
Second Sunday of the month            11.15am        Parish Communion

Parish News

If you have any newsy item for the magazine Please contact Rita.

Group WI Carol Service: Pam Rink led a very happy Carol Service for the Beacon 
Group WI. The Orchards and Margaret Marsh WI were the hosts and it was held at St 
Margaret’s, Margaret Marsh. The five bells were rung. Audrey Trim was organist and 
£150 was raised for the North Dorset Women’s Refuge.
Anyone interested in joining the East Orchard and Margaret Marsh WI can make contact 
through Dorothy Trowbridge, Rita Stranger or Annie Barnes.
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West Orchard: West Orchard Villagers met for a lunch at The Plough Inn during 
January. This has become an annual gathering, an opportunity for villagers and 
friends to spend time together. A great start to the new year. Thanks to Les Gould for 
organising.

The following message should have been published in the December 2018 issue 
of Key Ring but unfortunately it was not received. (Ed)

Seasons Greetings from Christian Aid

At this most special time of year the local committee would like to thank you 
all for the support you have given Christian Aid during 2018. Our Lent Lunches 
were, as always, a popular way to begin our fundraising programme and it was 
such a joy to welcome friends from all the churches who came to meet friends 
and break bread together. You may remember that one of the lunches had to 
be cancelled because of a heavy snowfall, but this was re-scheduled and took 
place during CA Week. We invited our Syrian refugee families to join us which 
they did, bringing with them a delicious selection of some of their own favourite 
titbits. This was a very successful venture, well attended and enjoyable. We owe 
our gallant house-to-house collectors during CA week a huge vote of thanks. 
Their efforts and your generosity resulted in a figure of £2387 to send to HQ. 
Just before the Harvest Lunch and Quiz were held, we learned that the EU 
were donating £4 for every £1 raised during this period and my word – what 
a response! The total of £1,733.90 donated during these two events is worth 
another £6,935.60 to CA - thanks to all who supported this initiative - a truly 
remarkable amount. So that is it for another year but the committee will be 
planning for 2019 early in the New Year. 2018 has seen many disasters and much 
hardship and the need goes on. A browse through the CA website will show you 
just how much has been done to ease suffering in the face of natural disasters 
and as the result of war. Do take a moment to have a look. In the mean time we 
have this season to celebrate and we wish you all a blessed, peaceful and happy 
Christmas and New Year. 
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David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com

Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone
01747 850791
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Thurs10.00am to 1.00pm Fri & Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas 

Services in February 
Sunday   3rd February   8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 17th February 11.15am Holy Communion with Hymns 
Wednesdays   9.00 am Morning Prayer

Christmas 
Thank you to everyone who helped us to celebrate Christmas at St Mary’s. All the 
services were well attended; the church was beautifully decorated with flowers, a 
Christmas tree and the Christmas crib; and – once again, thanks to the Kerridges – 
Scrumpy Jack the donkey was a huge hit at the Crib Service. 
     Our Pop-Up Choir made a welcome reappearance at the Carol Service. We are very 
grateful to David Grierson, who organised and led the choir and to all those who gave 
up their time to attend rehearsals. 

Pop Up Choir 
If you like the sound of the Pop-Up Choir but haven’t been able to join in so far, don’t 
give up hope! There are plans for it to make another appearance later in the year. If you 
would like to be kept informed, please give your details to James Miura (811944) or 
Gillian Cross (811263) who will add you to the contact list.

A Church for Everyone 
The church – on its present site and on the previous one – has been open to everyone 
in the village since the fourteenth century. Compton has changed enormously in the 
last six hundred years, but St Mary’s is still the village church, open all day, every day for 
anyone who would like to come in and spend time there. And there are lots of different 
ways to get involved with the church’s life:

•	 Locking and Unlocking It’s thanks to our team of lockers and unlockers that 
we can keep the church open every day. A quick look at the Visitors’ Book will 
show you how much that’s appreciated. (We had at least fifty visitors last year.) 
People write that they are surprised and delighted to find the church open. If 
you would like to join the team that makes that possible, please contact James 
Miura (811944)

•	 Flower Arranging Visitors often write appreciative comments about the 
flowers in church. It’s a lovely church to decorate. People on the flower rota 
take turns to arrange flowers during the year – and all do it together for major 
festivals, so that he church is full of flowers and looks beautiful. If you would 
like to join the flower rota, please contact Diana Miura (811944).
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•	 Bell Ringing St Mary’s has five bells, four of which come from the old church 
(one dates back to 1500) and they are rung on a regular basis. If you are a 
ringer or would like to take up bell ringing please contact Caroline Owen 
(812166). St Mary’s currently has no bell ringing team of its own, but tuition is 
available for new ringers and it would be good to get a team together.

•	 The Church Hall Committee The Church Hall is maintained and managed by a 
small committee of villagers. There are currently vacancies on the committee. 
If you are interested in improving the hall, or have ideas about events that 
could be held there, maybe you would like to join the committee. If you are 
interested, please contact Gillian Cross (811263)

•	 The Prayer Board Everyone is welcome to add names to the prayer board at 
the back of church (beside the font). At Morning Prayer on Wednesdays, we 
pray for everyone named on the board, for at least a month and members of 
the congregation remember them in their private prayers.

•	 Tea and Stories This is our meeting for craft and Bible stories, for young 
children and their parents and carers. It is a friendly, informal afternoon, which 
usually happens once a term, at Drones Farm. If you would like to know when 
the next one is, please contact Kelly Oakley (812663)

And don’t forget the Pop-Up Choir!
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