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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Team Vicars:   The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
                                                    01747 852193  simon@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                   
   The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Helen and Pam  have Friday, and Simon has Monday as his day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 
5 Gold Hill, Shaftesbury SP7 8JW

 office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:                  The Revd Dr Simon Chambers
Editor:                                          Wendy Tindall-Shepherd          keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                                 Tel. 01747 822299
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 01747 855819
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

Dear Friends,

Last night I travelled through the dark from Bournemouth back to Shaftesbury. I 
took the road from Three-Legged Cross through the middle of nowhere that brings 
you out at the top of Zig-Zag. It reminded me that the first time I’d ever taken 
that road it had been dark too. As I’d climbed up the hills and on to the top and 
been quite sure that all around me must be beautiful countryside – but I couldn’t 
see a thing. I could almost feel the views from the shape of the land the road had 
climbed through, but I couldn’t see them.

I’m writing this in the gloom of February but hoping that by the time you read it in 
March there will be a little of the light of spring beginning to dawn. At the moment 
the only flowers in the garden are the snowdrops and hellebores, but the shoots 
of the early daffodils are getting taller and even some of the tulips are starting to 
break the ground. We can’t yet see the spring, but we can almost begin to feel that 
it is around us. We can tell from the shape of the winter we have travelled through 
that we are beginning to climb up and out into spring.

This year Easter falls late, so we will make our spiritual journey through Lent during 
March and April. Lent is a season in the Christian year that is marked by seriousness. 
Not darkness as such, but awareness that we are getting ready for a greater light 
that is still to come. Lots of Christians use the time of Lent to really focus on ways 
of appreciating that light when it comes. We might give up something we like as 
a way of noticing that it’s Lent and prompting ourselves to say a little prayer every 
time we would normally reach for the chocolate or the wine glass. We might make 
a commitment to spend a bit of time reading the Bible or praying each day, maybe 
using the booklets produced by our Diocese that connect hundreds of people 
across Dorset and Wiltshire in a pattern of shared daily prayer. Or we might have a 
collecting box and put money we would normally spend on treats to one side to 
give to a charity we care about. 

Whatever we do, we’re finding a way of paying attention to the goodness and 
beauty in the world that we can’t always quite see, but which we know is there and 
we long to see become fully visible. We pray so that our daily conversation with 
God might help us get to see him more clearly when he is at work in our lives. We 
read the Bible so that we can learn what his Kingdom looks like and he can use us 
to make it more visible here and now. We support the work of charities that change 
things for the better and shine a light where there was darkness. We do all of these 
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To misquote Mark Twain:  The reports currently circulating of the imminent demise 
of Key Ring are grossly exaggerated (Ed)

Key Ring:  Whither now?

The Team Council has had several discussions about what parishioners would 
like to get from Key Ring. The Council wants to be confident that the team is 
making the best possible use of the substantial volunteer effort that goes into the 
preparation, production and distribution of the magazine.  Council members have 
been asked to consult within their churches.  Please consider the questionnaire 
on pages 7 and 8 of this magazine and if possible complete it, then put it in an 
envelope addressed to the Churchwardens, marked Key Ring, and deliver it to your 
church as early as possible in March.  The topic is due to be on the Council’s agenda 
again on 13 March.

things because we know that even when it feels like we’re travelling in darkness, 
there is a light that is preparing to shine and that when it comes it will show us the 
beauty of God’s creation.

It was quite a few months after my first trip that I had a reason to go up Zig-Zag 
again. The views were everything I had imagined they might be and more – the 
beauty of the landscape there delights me every time I pass through it. But I had 
known already that it would be something special – I could tell that from the 
contours of the road that had led me there through the dark. Each year when we 
embark on the journey of Lent, we know already that it will bring us to the light 
and joy of Easter. But the road of Lent is still worth travelling – there is something 
about the contours it carries us through that helps us really know what we are 
seeing when the light comes. 

So I wish you a blessed and holy Lent, and I hope that even if you are travelling 
through it in darkness you will know that the beauty of God’s presence surrounds 
you and that his light will come to show that it was already there.

With every blessing,

Helen
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Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854596

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

andrewward57@btinternet.com

St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Maths Tuition
         ISEB 11+/13+, IGCSE/GCSE (inc: further maths, statistics), A-level

Experienced local Maths Tutor for all ages
  

Tailor-made sessions, available in the comfort of your own home. (Enhanced 
DBS and references available on request)

For more information, or to arrange a free initial consultation,
please contact:

Rachel Day : 07983 311084      or        rcday@outlook.com

Building confi dence at every step!
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St Peter’s

Operation Christmas Child
It has now been confirmed that our shoe boxes once again were sent to Liberia. 
As this seems to be a pattern that is emerging, it may be sensible to modify the 
guidance for packing shoe boxes so that gloves, hats and scarves are replaced with 
sun hats and sunglasses. There are about 45 flat pack boxes still available from the 
100 that I bought last year.  They cost just 40p each, and if anyone would like to 
have one now in preparation for the 2019 campaign, please speak to me about it.
If anyone would like to have a copy of the month-by-month plan for putting 
together a box which was published in Key Ring for several years, I can provide 
that.

Elizabeth Selwood

From the Registers
Funerals:
11th February   Peter Rutter (Memorial Service)
12th February   Dora “Betty” Short
May they rest in peace

Diary (selected items on the calendar at press date. Check pew sheets/website for 
updates)

Friday March 1st,,  11.00am:        World Day of Prayer Service
Monday 4th ,           7.30 pm:        PCC meeting
Saturday 9th,            8.30am:         Men’s breakfast
                    12 noon:        Wedding: Thomas/Trim
Sunday 10th,           11.00am:       Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Wednesday 13th,   7.30pm:       Team Council
Saturday 16th,        10.30am:       Doughnut Time
Sunday 24th,           3.00pm:       Christening Celebration Service
Tuesday 26th            7.30pm:       Sing & Praise
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St James’ Church

Pilgrim Service
Our Pilgrim Service on 10th February was entitled ‘Living Water’. We now see Pilgrim 
peering into a little grotto by the roadside; from a fissure in the rocks facing him a 
steady flow of water is pouring into a rocky basin below, and then overflowing into a 
channel which leads away under the track.  He cups his hands and finds it both cool 
and clean enough to drink!  His mind strays over all the descriptions of water – not 
stagnant, but living, bubbling, effervescent, refreshing, water of life, eau-de-vie – but 
isn’t that brandy?! – and then “D.O.M.” on the Benedictine bottle labels. Isn’t that short 
for ‘From God, the greatest and the best”? The monks certainly got that one right! Jesus 
offers us ‘living water’ – water to refresh our spirit – we relaxed and let it pour over us as 
we sat in his presence.
Please come and join us for our next service on Sunday 10th March at 6pm, followed by 
fellowship and refreshments

DIARY FOR MARCH

Friday 1st March at 7.30pm
Green, White and Purple: Suffragettes in the West Country
Talk by Geraldine Beare who by profession is an indexer and over the course of many 
years has indexed everything from solar physics to biography; sociology to history and 
everything in between. This includes indexing Pathe newsreels and all the images in 
Punch Magazine between 1890 and 1970. Geraldine has given talks at Dillington - an 
adult education college near Ilminster - on a wide variety of subjects many of them on 
women, including a day course on the history of the Suffragettes.  Several new books 
have appeared recently and these, plus searches elsewhere, have revealed an almost 
completely forgotten link to the West Country.
     Do come and bring a friend. Refreshments. Generous donations will be much 
appreciated.

Sunday 3rd March at 1pm – “Puzzle & Pie” with Julian Richards. 1pm lunch in church 
followed by Quiz. Come and enjoy this fun event.  The more the merrier!

Friday 8th March at 7.30pm
Presentation by Pen Hadow
Pen is a world-leading explorer, having led an array of high-profile marine research 
expeditions and pioneering achievements in the North Pole region. He is now 
dedicated to protecting the Arctic Ocean’s wildlife and ecosystem as the sea ice 
retreats.
Refreshments.
Tickets £10 on the door or from Jeanne Loader (Tel. 07966 053208)
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Sunday 12th March at 6pm Pilgrim Service

Saturday 23rd March from 10am.  Recycling Sale for Sudan in the Town Hall.
Julian Richards will be happy to receive donations of anything saleable: bric-a-brac, 
pictures, toys, books, tools, jewellery, china, glass, records – in fact anything!  He would 
particularly welcome the opportunity to help clear houses/sheds/attics and can offer 
practical assistance with this in return.
     Julian can be contacted by phone (01747 851531 or mobile 07974 913878) or email: 
julian@archaemedia.co.uk.
     Any help on the day or on the Friday evening from 6pm for setting up, will be much 
appreciated.

Sunday 24th March at 10am – Team Service.
Simon’s last service before he leaves to become Rector of the Clarendon Team 
of parishes north east of Salisbury (still in the same diocese). We look forward to 
welcoming everyone across the Team for this Holy Communion service with an ad hoc 
choir (Kyrie – Darke in F; Anthem – Rutter; Agnus Dei – Ireland in C; Voluntary – Carillon 
Sortie for Organ and Trumpet). 
This will be followed by wine and celebration cake.  

Sunday 31st March – Mothering Sunday Service

REMINDER!
British Summer Time begins Sunday 31st March

.  
Easter Saturday 20th April – St James’ successful Easter Egg Hunt will be repeated this 
Spring so spread the word and come and join us.

May – We hope to celebrate the Feast of St James. Also, Rogation Day with a walk 
(perhaps to cover the area we couldn’t access last year) or beating a bound or two 
around our lovely churchyard and car park. 

31st May - The Choir from Minsk are coming to perform for us again.  The last time they 
delivered a spectacular evening of music – all in beautiful national costume.  

June 7th – 10th inclusive – Our Pentecost Flower Festival themed “All Things Bright & 
Beautiful”.  Friday 7th – Community Choir concert.  Saturday 8th – Bournemouth Male 
Voice Choir concert; Sunday 9th – 9.30am Sung Eucharist with “QPM” ladies choir from 
Salisbury; Monday 10th Afternoon organ recital with Chris Mahon followed by Tea & 
Cake. 

mailto:emailjulian@archaemedia.co.uk
mailto:emailjulian@archaemedia.co.uk
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St John’s, Enmore Green 

Sunday 3rd March 3.30pm Evensong followed at 4.30 by Tea and our Annual 
Church Meeting.
This is an opportunity for church members to come and hear how the DCC, with our 
vicar, have been working to keep the church in good order, manage our finances and 
reach out to the local community we serve. Or, you can just come and have a cup of tea 
and some cake!

Wednesday 6th March 10.00 – 12.00  Coffee morning in the Church Hall (top of Church 
Hill)
Home made cakes, bring and buy and friendly chat. All welcome.

Sunday 10th March 10.00am   Joint Holy Communion in St James Church, which will 
be followed by coffee and  the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM).

Sunday 17th March 11.15am  Holy Communion. This will be Revd Dr Simon 
Chambers’ last service in St Johns before he takes up his post as Team Rector to the 
Clarendon Team. 

Sunday 24th March 10.00am Team Service of Holy Communion in St James’ Church 
when, as a Team, we will say Thank you and Farewell to Simon, Jenny, Grace and Arthur 
as they embark on the next stage of their ministry.  Refreshments afterwards.

Sunday 31st March, Mothering Sunday 11.15am Family Service with distribution of 
posies. 

Wednesday 3rd April 10.00 -12.00 Coffee morning in the Church Hall, (top of Church 
Hill).  All are welcome to join us for coffee and friendly chat. Home made cakes and 
bring and buy.
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St Mary’s Church, Motcombe

Sacred Space

The next Sacred Space will take place on Tuesday 26th March at 6pm in the church. This 
is a time of silence, reflection, music and prayer to draw close to God - an opportunity 
to experience stillness and peace in the midst of our busy lives. All are welcome.

The World Day of Prayer is on Friday 1st March this year at 2.30pm.

The theme is Come – Everything is Ready!  Everything is ready and the invitation is for 
everyone - men, women and children of all ages to join this Day of Prayer.  Women of 
Slovenia, one of the smallest and youngest countries in Europe, have prepared this 
year’s service and they encourage us to reflect on the barriers they have faced since the 
end of the Second World War when their country was a part of Yugoslavia, a Marxist 
socialist republic. They share the challenges they have met and the hopes they have for 
the future. More information will be available nearer the time.

Church repairs

You will no doubt have seen all the scaffolding around the church over the last couple 
of weeks. Missing and damaged tiles on the roof have been repaired and all the 
guttering and drainpipes have been cleared, repaired and repainted.  The contractors 
have done a marvellous job and the church looks so much smarter. Many thanks to 
those who donated towards the cost of the work and made up the shortfall from the 
grants we were able to get.

Motcombe School Spiritual Garden

Planning for the new garden is underway with help from Shaftesbury School 6th form. 
It would be marvellous if volunteers could come forward to help with this project. We 
need donations of easy to maintain plants, especially some that are UK compatible 
but with some kind of Biblical resonance, eg. hyssop, and help to plant them. Help 
with making or sourcing and then placing decorations such as mosaics, wind chimes, 
mirrors and water features would also be most welcome. Please contact the school 
(office@motcombeprimary.co.uk or 852018) if you can offer any help or donate plants, 
good quality gardening tools or even a shed!

Food Bank

Thank you for all the generous donations for the Gillingham Food Bank. There is a box 
in the church for donations of any non-perishable foods. They are particularly in need 
of small jars of coffee, dried potato mash, ketchup, brown sauce, fruit juice, sponge 
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puddings, UHT milk, chocolate and cereal bars. Many thanks.

FROM THE REGISTERS

Marriage
31st December Ben Trump and Charlotte Tichy

SERVICES IN March
Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week. All are welcome.
The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.

Sunday 3  March 11.15am   Parish Communion (BCP)
Sunday 10 March                  9.30am    Parish Communion
Sunday 17 March                  8.00am    Holy Communion (BCP)
     9.30am    Morning Worship
Sunday 24 March                  9.30am    Parish Communion
Tuesday 26 March   6.00pm    Sacred Space

Children of God

A Sunday School teacher asked her class, “What was Jesus’ mother’s name?”
One child answered “Mary”.
The teacher then asked, “Who knows what Jesus’  father’s name was?”
A little boy piped up, “Verge”.
Confused, the teacher asked, “Where did you get that?”
The child said, “Well, you know they’re always talking about Verge ‘n’ Mary.”
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Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Bell Street Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk

Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at
Bell Street United Church

at 10.00am
Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.

For details contact Keith Aylen
Tel. 01747 851018

Domestic Pets and Farm Animals
24 Hour Emergency Care

Consultations by appointment

Sturminster: 01258 472314
Shaftesbury: 01747 850500

Blandford: 01258 472160
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Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have enough room to 
put them up?

Rate - £35 per head per night, reduced to £30 for associates of locals and 
members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin  bedded room, all en-suite. living room with 
a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV and have breakfast.

Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365

Foot Care
including nail cutting, corns and callus treatment

Bill and Fiona Davis MCFHP MAFHP

0748 4855 370

fi ona _billfootcare@btinternet.com

Home visits
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St Mary’s, Compton Abbas 

Services in March

Sunday March 3rd       8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP)
Sunday March 17th  11.15am   Holy Communion with hymns
Wednesdays                  9.00am   Morning Prayer

Fallen Tree
If you visit the church at the time I write this, you will see that a large tree has fallen into 
the churchyard from a neighbouring property, covering several graves and much of the 
eastern side of the churchyard. Plans to deal with this are in hand. Obviously it will take 
some time to remove the fallen tree, but the churchyard should soon be back to normal 
- maybe even by the time you read this. We are grateful to our neighbour for taking 
steps to deal with the problem so quickly. 

Church Spring Clean
We will be spring cleaning the church on the mornings of Thursday 21st March and 
Friday 22nd March, to make sure it looks its best for a forthcoming wedding on 23rd 
March and the Easter services in April. 
     The church looks particularly beautiful when it has just been cleaned, so it’s a 
rewarding job, and usually a sociable one as well. Everyone is welcome to come and 
help - the more the merrier - and any extra brooms, dustpans and dusters will come in 
useful. 

Annual Meeting 
Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place on Sunday 7th April at 4.30pm 
in the Church Hall. Everyone is welcome to come and hear about the church’s current 
position and what has been going on during the past year. There will be opportunities 
to ask questions and to get more involved in the life of our church in the year ahead. 

New Electoral Roll
Like all the other churches in the Team, we have to prepare a new church electoral roll 
in time for our Annual Meeting. If you are on the existing roll, you should automatically 
receive an application form. If you aren’t, but would like to join the new one, or if you 
have any questions, please contact Diana Miura  email: diana@miura.me.uk   Tel. 01747 
811944.

mailto:diana@miura.me.uk
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St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas
Services in March:

3rd March          9.30am        Parish Communion

8th March          8.30am        Church Breakfast    

10th March – First Sunday of Lent      11.15am         Parish Communion 

17th March – Second Sunday of Lent              No service at St. Thomas’s 

24th March – Third Sunday of Lent                               No service at St. Thomas’s 

31st March – Mothering Sunday     11.15 am         Mothering Sunday Service

The Reverend Simon Chambers

On the 24th March at 10 a.m. Simon will be taking his last service at St James’s.  This will 
be a Team Service.  It is a chance for all  his parishioners from the churches within the 
Team to say goodbye over coffee and cake, before he leaves to take over the Clarendon 
Benefice to the east of Salisbury.  There will be no service at St Thomas’s on this Sunday.

St Thomas’s Flower Arrangers

Easter flower arranging will be on 20th April around 10 am.  We encourage and hope as 
many people as possible will come and help, ideally bringing some foliage.

Val

News from the Bell Tower

For only the second time in the memory of the current band of Campanologists, the 
Bells at Melbury have been blessed with new ropes.  The previous ones had been in-situ 
for over 20 years – and had been spliced and repaired countless times. The ropes were 
donated by the Preservation Society.
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh

Remembrance Sunday Scroll

Every Remembrance Sunday we read out the names of those who have fallen during 
(generally) WW1 and WW2, however it would be right to remember all those who fell 
on duty for their country whenever the conflict happened including Aden, Cyprus, 
Kenya, Iraq, Northern Ireland and Afghanistan etc to name but a few. This should 
include both civilian and military.  We wish therefore to gather all these names on a 
scroll to be read out each Remembrance Sunday.  If anyone, villagers, church wardens 
etc could let me have a list of names with what conflict they fell in, and their names this 
can be produced on a scroll and read out each year at our Parish Remembrance. Let us 
not forget.

All names should go to Tim Craven or Rita Stranger to form the list, early replies would 
be appreciated. 

Key Ring
Subscriptions are due this month:  £5. 

Lent Lunches
On Friday 15th of March The Orchards and Margaret Marsh will be sharing with 
Compton Abbas the running of the Lent Lunches at the Town Hall in Shaftesbury. Offers 
of Soups, Raffle Prizes, helping with setting up and clearing away much appreciated.
Please contact Nancy Roberts if you can help in any way. 

Electoral Roll
Notices will be in your church porches by 28th February.
If you are not on the Roll and would like to be please contact me,
Rita Stranger 01258 472331

Tea and Chat
This month we meet at Margaret Marsh at Froghole Farm, home of Henry and Amy Gill, 
on Wednesday 20th March. As usual the time is 2.30pm-3.30pm. Please do come along 
and join us.

Easter Bingo.  Reminder Date 4th April.
Bingo at Manston Village Hall on Thursday 4th April. Eyes down 7.30pm
Prizes please both for Bingo and Raffle. Help on the night too please.  We will need 
items by 25th March. 

Date for our Diaries
14th June Barn Dance at Froghole Farm. More details later.
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Services

Services at St Margarets

First Sunday of the month                11.15am     Parish Communion (BPC)
Third Sunday of the month              11.15am     Matins
Fourth Sunday of the month           11.15am     Matins

Services at St Luke’s

First Sunday of the month                  6.30pm    Evening Praise  
Second Sunday of the month          11.15am    Parish Communion

LPA NEWS

When we started the new year we were reminded that we have reduced in 
numbers from 14 to 9.  This has happened over a period of time for various 
reasons and we give thanks for all those who have given their time in the past .
It would be lovely if we could have some who might not know what we do but 
who would be interested in finding out.  I like to think that we are people who are 
there when need is made known to us and we can then be of help.  We go into 
places such as our Care Homes, or to people who cannot get to the church and 
we can give them Communion. There are other needs that come up and if you 
think it is something you would be interested in could you please get in touch 
with me or with Reverend Helen Dawes or Reverend Pam Rink.

This coming year we are hoping to have a Quiet Day at Melbury Abbas where Sara 
has always made us welcome.

It was with sadness that we heard of the death of one of our LPAs Delia Johnson 
on the 24th January 2019.  I worked with her as an LPA and we both worked with 
Weldmar until they stopped coming to the Westminster in Shaftesbury. She was a 
lovely person and will be sadly missed.

Ann Dennis
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World Day of Prayer

Each year the women from a different country prepare a service to be used by 
Christians throughout the world on the first Friday of March. This year Slovenia 
has put together an order of worship which reminds us that we are all welcome 
at God’s table, ‘Come - everything is ready’. In Shaftesbury a service will be 
held on Friday 1st March at 11am in St Peter’s church.   There will be another 
service in the evening of the same day at the Friends Meeting House in Abbey 
Walk at 7.30pm. Do come, they will be  joyous occasions. While we have always 
welcomed men, even when it was the Women’s World Day of Prayer, now we 
hope more men will come.

Rosemary Saxey

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN SHAFTESBURY

Shrove Tuesday Quiz – the annual Quiz will take place on Tuesday, 5 March. 
The Quiz is being organised by St Peter’s but will be held in Bell Street United 
Church, starting at 7.30 pm. Come along and enjoy quizzing refreshed by 
pancakes! A donation of £5 a head is suggested.

Holy Week – the usual Walk of Witness on Good Friday and Sunrise Service on 
Easter Day are being organised. Full details in the April issue.

Secretary – Churches Together is seeking a new Secretary as David Preston 
will be stepping down at the AGM. If you feel you would like to support this 
important ecumenical work, come along to the AGM on Wednesday 8th May at 
7.30 pm in Bell Street. If you would like more information give David a ring on 
01747 850654.
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LENT LUNCHES AND SHAFTESBURY COMMITTEE NEWS

Surely it can’t be a year since we held our last set of six lunches!  Where has the time 
gone?  What a lot has happened in the past twelve months though – and not all of 
it good.  There have been both natural and man-made disasters to which the aid 
agencies have done their very best to respond  – CA among them.  I would urge readers 
to look at their web-site and see for themselves how their donations have been used 
to bring comfort and hope for the future. The Shaftesbury committee begin their fund 
raising for 2019 with our soup and bread and cheese lunches in  Shaftesbury Town Hall 
starting on Friday March 7th and continuing each Friday throughout Lent. As regulars 
know, there is no set charge – we rely entirely on donations, and all are welcome. Doors 
open at noon and we serve lunch till 1.30pm.
I would just like to say a few words about our committee. It has got smaller over the 
years and without the dedication and enthusiasm of the members, we would be 
hard put to keep up the level of fund-raising activities.  When I first became involved 
we had representatives from all the churches in the Anglican team, the Methodist 
and United Churches, The Friends, St Edwards, and the schools (including St Mary’s 
Catholic school), so the load was spread and there were always enough members to 
fill in if others were away or unable to help at an event. Sadly this is not the case at 
present, although we are grateful that Father’s House provide help and hospitality 
on the occasions of the Lent Lunches and the Autumn Quiz,  It would be wonderful 
if all churches were once again represented, or if the present representatives were 
able to have a deputy who could stand in for them when necessary and/or help with 
the organisation of their particular ‘patch’ during CA Week in May.  This latter is under 
discussion at the moment due to the fact that Shaftesbury has got bigger, our group 
is smaller and our loyal band of collectors are not in the first flush of youth.  However, 
because the response is so generous and so vital to the work of CA, we feel we cannot 
abandon the project or even scale it down any further than it is already.  You will 
probably have gathered by now, that this is, in reality, an appeal for help.  If there is 
anyone who feels they would like to be involved in any of the ways mentioned, we 
would love to hear from you.  Please give it some thought as we move ahead into 2019.  
Thank you.   

SB
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One of the main sources of income for The Children’s Society is the house collecting 
box scheme.  Small collecting boxes are given to individuals who keep them for 
a year, during which they save loose change.  On a designated date, all boxes are 
exchanged for new ones and the contents counted, each saver being informed of 
the sum they saved and the overall total.
The scheme has been running in St Peter’s since 1966 and Keith Milburn, its 
controller, has 75 boxes in circulation, indicating that a very large percentage of 
the church membership supports the scheme.  A similar, smaller, scheme is run 
by Rosemary Saxey in St James’.  In 2018 over £1,600 was raised and there is every 
indication that this year’s total will exceed that sum. The Society receives round 
£1.4 million each year from the many churches using the scheme.  That’s an awful 
lot of loose change!
The Society has decided to cancel annual house - to - house collections as one of its 
fund raising activities, until now one of its main sources of income.
This will make the house collecting box scheme all the more important in enabling 
The Children’s Society to carry on its important work, helping vulnerable and 
disadvantaged children and teenagers.

Read more on www.childrenssociety.org.uk
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WITH DISTINCTION-
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Thurs10.00am to 1.00pm Fri & Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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SPRING IS IN THE AIR - AT LAST!

Why not celebrate by trying to solve these anagrams and cryptic clues.  
All the answers are names of plants or flowers.  They may be singular or 
plural.  Many of these questions are reprinted courtesy of the Leicester 
Guild for Bell Restoration. Answers will be in the April issue of Key Ring

ANAGRAMS

1. Age. I quail..........................................................................

2. Steal mic   ...........................................................................

3. O Mad Girl  ........................................................................

4. It’s love        ........................................................................

5. Rain on act  .......................................................................

6. List up           ......................................................................

7. I must run at  ...................................................................

8. Angry Head   ....................................................................

9. Rows Pond    .....................................................................

10. Adorn Pangs  ...................................................................

11. Thy chains     ....................................................................

12. A bid duel     ......................................................................

Turn over for some cryptic clues..............................................
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1. Not for the amnesiac!..............................................................................

2. A very untidy bird   ..................................................................................

3. A prickly Scot   ..........................................................................................

4. Lepus Ring   ................................................................................................

5. The beginning of end inside a small horse......................................

6. A vessel full of cholesterol  ...................................................................

7. A witch’s transport  ..................................................................................

8. A hand in your front room.....................................................................

9. A fancy feline  ............................................................................................

10. Black cat’s up-market stove...................................................................

11. An unhappy carillon  ..............................................................................

12. A ruminant’s petticoat  ...........................................................................

13. Harlequin’s other half  ............................................................................

14. You might find Moses in here  ............................................................

15. Family for the feline  ...............................................................................

16. You could use to thicken a sauce........................................................

17. Sounds like a golden child....................................................................

18. Ill as Mary  ...................................................................................................
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COPY  DEADLINE FOR THE 
APRIL 2019 ISSUE IS

FRIDAY 15TH MARCH
AT 5PM

  To advertise here contact the
Team O�  ce on 01747 853060
or email o�  ce@Sha� esbury 

CofE.org.uk

OLD BOOKS
BOUGHT

Should you have any old books 
surplus

to your needs we are very happy
to call, entirely without obligation, 

and, if suitable, make an o� er.
We also wish to purchase old

albums of postcards and 
photographs.  Also handwritten 

items, e.g. old letters, diaries,
autographs etc

We have been buying in Dorset for
50 years

Bristow & Garland 01747 855666

G B Building &
Maintenance
Conserva� on Builder
Historic, Listed and

Tradi� onal Methods
Lime Plastering

Stonework
Cob Walls

Lime Wash Paints
Brickwork
Telephone

Mr Gary Broom on
07776 032289 or

01823 283212

Listed Heritage Member




