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The Shaftesbury Team:

Team Rector:  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
   01747 850589  helen@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

                                                        The Revd Pam Rink             
   01747 590712  pam@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Associate Priest:  The Revd Jeremy Mais
   01747 858931  jeremy@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

  Helen and Pam  have Friday  as their day off

Co-ordinator for Hospital Visiting and Communion
   The Revd Jan Crossley
                                                     01747 852545  jancrossley.may1594@gmail.com

Team Administrator: Barbara Priest                             01747 853060

The Team Office, 
5 Gold Hill, 

Shaftesbury  SP7 8JW

 office@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
Web site: http:// ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk

Open from 9am until 12noon Monday - Friday

The Team Office will be closed from !2noon on Friday 19th April until 9am on Monday 29th 
April 2019

Salisbury Diocesan website: www.salisbury.anglican.org 

Key Ring
Clergy consultant:                  The Revd Dr Helen Dawes
Editor:                                          Wendy Tindall-Shepherd         keyring@ ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk
                                                                                                                 Tel. 01747 822299
Parish correspondents:
Compton Abbas  Gillian Cross  01747 811263
The Orchards  Rita Stranger  01258 472331
St John’s Enmore Green   Jo Churchill  01747 850432
Margaret Marsh  Nancy Roberts  01258 472129
Melbury Abbas  Tavy Bradley Watson 01747 855819
Motcombe  The Revd Pam Rink  01747 590712
St James’ Shaftesbury Jeanne Loader  01747 854980
St Peter’s Shaftesbury    Michael Pattison    m.a.pattison@gmail.com 
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Leading Article

April. My, how the year is flying by. April has a lightness to it – perhaps something to 
do with the clocks going forward and the lighter evenings – and a spring in its step. It’s 
also a month that has deep meaning for me. Usually Easter falls at some point during 
April and I’m always relieved to move from the shadowy valley of Lent and into the 
glorious light of the resurrection and Eastertide. But it has some poignant meanings 
too: my parents were married in April, I discovered I was pregnant with our wonderful 
daughter in April, my father died in April on Easter day twenty years ago (it doesn’t feel 
anything like that long ago) and we have several family birthdays in April.

At the time of writing we are just entering Lent and we’ve had some surprisingly lovely 
Spring weather. Dennis, my husband, is training intensively for a big cycle ride in South 
Africa called joBerg2c – spending hours out on his bike when the weather is fair and on 
another bike set up on a turbo trainer indoors for when it’s cold or raining. The joBerg2c 
takes place over nine days at the end of April and beginning of May and is the longest 
mountain biking stage race in South Africa, if not the world. It covers approximately 
900 kilometres from Heidelberg in Gauteng to Scottburgh on the KwaZulu-Natal coast. 
Dennis will be riding in aid of a South African charity called Velokhaya which enables 
significantly deprived children in Khayalitsha, the most impoverished township in 
the Cape, to remain in education and take up cycling as a sport. If you would like to 
sponsor him please sign the sponsor form on the table near the door at St Mary’s 
Church, Motcombe or go to www.live-cycle.com where you will find a link to the 
donation site.

This year April also includes Palm Sunday and Holy Week. For me this is a really 
important time – to walk with Jesus and the disciples through that last week and 
to experience the trial of Jesus through the eyes of the writers of the four Gospels, 
to linger rather than rush past these days in order to reach the crucifixion and 
resurrection. I was once fortunate to be at a talk Rowan Williams gave during Holy 
Week. One of the things that he stressed was that if we stop for a moment and look 
at what is happening in those days leading up to the crucifixion and resurrection, we 
find ourselves face to face with God in his experience of weakness and vulnerability. 
And if we look into the eyes of Christ at this point in his life, we find reflected back 
to us his understanding of so much that we face in life and his challenge to many of 
the things – power, prestige, influence – that we hold dear. I encourage you to join 
in the services throughout the Team during Holy Week. To experience the paradox of 
Maundy Thursday – journeying from eucharistic celebration to the darkness of betrayal 
and arrest in Gethsemane. To feel the fear and horror of the cross on Good Friday and 
the emptiness of Holy Saturday. Experiencing these brings much greater significance 
to the joy of the resurrection and the light and hope that is expressed in our Easter 
celebrations.

http://www.live-cycle.com
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May God bless you and walk with you through these last days of Lent and Holy 
Week and may the risen Christ live in you and you in him. 

Organists Required

For some time now, there has been a dearth of church organists in this country and the 
churches in the Shaftesbury Team are no exception to this predicament. In order to try 
and rectify this situation to some degree, the team is looking to encourage those of all 
ages, who once played the organ, but no longer do so, or pianists whose standard of 
playing is between Grade 5-8 or above, who might wish to learn the particular organ 
skills to enable them to play for some services in the team`s parishes. This would give 
the regular organists the occasional break.
Some initial free lessons would be available for those interested in pursuing such a 
path, who have the necessary keyboard skills as detailed above.
For further infomation please contact Chris Mahon
Email: chris.mahon31@uwclub.net

Team News
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Mon 15th April          6.30pm  St Peter’s                       Sacred Space Evening Worship
Mon 15th April         7.30pm  Enmore Green            Music & Reflection
Tue 16th April         5.30pm  Motcombe                   Sacred Space with Compline
Tue 16th April         6.30pm  St Peter’s          Sacred Space Evening Worship
Tue 16th April         8.00pm  St James’                       Compline
Wed 17th April       10.00am  St Peter’s          Communion
Wed 17th April         5.30pm  Motcombe          Evening Prayer
Wed 17th April         6.30pm  St Peter’s          Sacred Space – Stations of the Cross
Wed 17th April         8.00pm  St James’          Compline
Thu 18th April         7.00pm  St Peter’s          Maundy Thursday Communion & Vigil
Thu 18th April         7.00pm  St James’          Communion & Stripping of Altar
Thu 18th April         7.00pm  Motcombe          Eucharist/Foot Washing/Stripping of     
                                                                                                       Altar/ Vigil
Fri 19th April         9.45am  Enmore Green             Meditation at the Cross
Fri 19th April       10.00am  Compton Abbas         Meditation & Quiet Prayer
Fri 19th April       12 noon   St Peter’s          All Age Worship
Fri 19th April       12 noon   Melbury Abbas          Meditation
Fri 19th April         1.30pm  St James’                       Good Friday Liturgy
Fri 19th Apri                       2.00pm  Motcombe          Meditation/Prayer at the Foot of the                
                                                                                                       Cross
Fri 19th April        6.30pm  St Peter’s                        At the Foot of the Cross – Music 

         & Readings
Fri 19th April        6.30pm  Margaret Marsh           Meditation & Prayer at the Foot 
                                                                                                       of the Cross
Sat 20th April        7.00pm  Motcombe          Service of Light, Vigil, Renewal 
                                                                                                       of Baptism Vows 

Come and join us on the journey

Holy Week in the Shaftesbury Team 
Ministry
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Salisbury Road
Sha� esbury

Dorset SP7 8BS

01747 854596

Privately owned and personally managed by
Mrs Beverley Martin RGN

andrewward57@btinternet.com

St Denis Lodge
Residential Home

Maths Tuition
         ISEB 11+/13+, IGCSE/GCSE (inc: further maths, statistics), A-level

Experienced local Maths Tutor for all ages
  

Tailor-made sessions, available in the comfort of your own home. (Enhanced 
DBS and references available on request)

For more information, or to arrange a free initial consultation,
please contact:

Rachel Day : 07983 311084      or        rcday@outlook.com

Building confi dence at every step!
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St Peter’s

Easter Lilies
I would like to thank all the Flower arrangers for the lovely displays throughout the 
year and as Easter approaches we will be arranging Lilies as usual. If you would like to 
donate £3 per Lily in memory of a loved one or friend please enter your details on the 
list at the back of the church. 
Barbara Skull

St.Peter’s is holding a fundraising Supper Dance on Saturday 11th May from 
6.30p.m. to 11 p.m.   This will be held in the church and includes a 3-course buffet 
dinner, prosecco and canapés on arrival, a cash bar, dance music, live entertainment 
and more!   To book your ticket at £25 each please email Emma Smith at 
emmasmith07@btinternet.com

From the Registers
Baptisms:  
10th March   Jacob Lines
                                                                               We welcome him to the Lord’s family

Weddings:
9th March   Shana Trim & Kristian Thomas

May God bless them in their life together

Funerals:
19th February   Jane Lewis (Memorial Service)
11th March   Kate Burke

Diary

Sat 13th       8.30am:       Men’s Breakfast
Mon 14th  6.30pm:       Sacred Space, evening worship for Holy Week
Thur 17th   7.00pm:         Maundy Thursday Service with foot-washing and stripping of 
                                            the Altar
     8.00pm:       Maundy Thursday Vigil ending with Compline.        
Fri1 18th   12 noon         All-age Worship for Good Friday
     6.30pm        At the Foot of The Cross – a Service of Music and Readings    
                                            for Good Friday
Sat 20th   10.30 am          Prayer on the Street – outside St Peter’s 
   10.30am:       Doughnut Time
Tue 23rd   6.30pm:          Sing & Praise
Sun 28th   3.00pm:          Christening Celebration Service
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St James’ Church

Thanksgiving & Renewed Hope
What an uplifting experience it was when we joined in this service on Saturday 
23rd February, giving thanks for our wonderful new lighting, sound system and 
redecoration. Revd Simon said in his Annual Report that so many people had now 
commented on the ‘wonderful architecture’ of the building since the work was 
completed – of course it had been there for over 150 years but could now actually be 
seen and appreciated!  
     We were delighted that staff and parents from Abbey School could join us and the 
school choir entertained us with three wonderful renditions – ‘Amazing Grace’, ‘A Million 
Dreams’ from the film ‘The Greatest Showman’ and ‘Shine, Jesus Shine’.
     We now enjoy looking upward during services, to take in the renewed beauty of the 
church. This building, which was built for the Glory of God and the community, through 
our work, now brings that glory back into our midst and makes it fit for the next 150 
years of its life. 

Abbey School
The ‘Open the Book’ team continues to enact Bible stories for the school. During March 
they produced ‘The Centurion’s Servant’ and ‘The Boy in the Temple’.  These stories are 
always well-received.
     Mrs Fahie from the school office, has a dog called Bear who has just passed all the 
assessments to become qualified as a Therapy dog.  As part of his ongoing training, 
she will be taking him in to school to get used to being with the children from time to 
time.  When he is ready, children will be able to read to him and he will help to comfort 
children if they have emotional issues.

Pilgrim Service
The theme of the Pilgrim Service on 10th March was ‘Turning Point’.  Isn’t it maddening 
when we overshoot the right junction on the motorway, and are forced to travel miles 
out of our way before being able to get back on to the right road?
     We now see Pilgrim at the tiller on his narrow-boat holiday anxiously looking up the 
canal to see where the next ‘winding hole’ is situated, so that he can do a thirty-point 
turn and go back to the cut he should have taken an hour ago – it’s fortunate the canal 
engineers had anticipated such problems.
     We often find our own lives are equally constrained, and we sometimes find 
ourselves stuck in the wrong rut, hoping that up ahead a ‘winding hole’ will be there for 
us, too.
     Why not join us at our next Pilgrim Service on Sunday 14th April at 6pm.  You might 
enjoy this less formal type of service which is followed by refreshments and fellowship.                    
 
P.C.
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Pen Hadow Presentation 8th March
We regret that this had to be postponed due to lack of publicity but we hope to re-
schedule to a date in May, so watch this space!

Holy Week Services in April
Tuesday 16th          8.00am -  Compline
Weds 17th                   8.00am -  Compline 
Thursday 18th       7.00pm -  Maundy Thursday Eucharist
Friday 19th             1.30pm -  Good Friday Liturgy
Easter Day 21st    9.30am -  Easter Communion

From the Registers
Baptisms 
Saturday 16th March – Chloe Elizabeth Giles 
Sunday 17th March – Freya Elizabeth Godden
Burial of Ashes
Saturday 16th March  – Murie Marakami 

                    
                                                                                THE SHAFTESBURY COMMITTEE
                        SINCE 1952

Last month’s Children’s Society notes referred to a house collecting box scheme which 
started in St Peter’s in 1966.  This year’s box exchange yielded well in excess of £1,600.  
Five new box holders registered, replacing holders who have ceased for various reasons 
and maintaining the total of 75 boxes in circulation.
 Two new Committee members have joined us: Bridgette Browne, replacing 
Jenny Jones as Minutes Secretary, and David Foster. We thank Jenny for her support 
over the past eight years and are delighted to welcome our new members. We hope 
that Bridgette and David will enjoy helping the Society achieve its aims in improving 
the lives of disadvantaged children of all ages.
 We look forward to helping Tony Hawkins (an ex-Committee Chairman) with 
his bi-monthly Tea Dances in the Town Hall.  The next takes place on Saturday 6 April 
2019.   These popular events raise money for charities including the Children’ Society.
 The Society continues its work with troubled children and teenagers, the 
emphasis shifting to mental wellbeing, often stepping in where local authorities’ 
children’s services are stretched to the limit.

Read more on www.childrenssociety.org.uk
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St John’s, Enmore Green

Wednesday  3 April
Coffee Morning in  the Church Hall
10.00am to 12 noon 
Bring and Buy plus home made cakes
Pop in when you can.  

Sunday 14 April – Palm Sunday
11.15am –  Parish Communion with Distribution of Palms 

Monday 15 April 
7.30pm
Words and Music for Holy Week
With The St. John’s Occasional Singers 

. 
Friday 19 April  – Good Friday
9.45am in the Church
Meditation on The Cross 

Easter Sunday – 21st April; 
11.15am  Festival Communion Service 

How many of you who actually tried to complete last month’s Floral Quiz came up 
smelling of roses?  The answers are below

ANAGRAMS

1   Aquilegia
2.   Clematis
3.   Marigold
4.   Violets
5.   Carnation
6.   Tulips
7.   Nasturtium
8.   Hydrangea
9.   Snowdrop
10.  Snapdragon
11.  Hyacinths
12.  Buddleia

CRYPTIC CLUES

1.   Forget-me-not
2.   Ragged Robin
3.   Thistle
4.   Harebell
5.   Peony
6.   Buttercup
7.   Broom
8.   Parlour Palm
9.   Dandelion
10.  Agapanthus
11.  Bluebell
12.  Cowslip

13.  Columbine
14.  Bulrushes
15.  Catkin
16.  Cornflower
17.  Orchid
18.  Amaryllis
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Hine & Parsons
Your Local Store

Select from the largest stock in the district
Linens, Fabrics, Furnishings and Curtains

Tel. Shaftesbury 852466

AUTOMOTIVE
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

ACCESSORIES
Car audio repairs and decoding
Bell Street Car Park, Shaft esbury

Tel:  01747 855701

Email  carandbikestuff @tiscali.co.uk

Gold Hill Probus Club

Meets monthly 
on the second Monday at
Bell Street United Church

at 10.00am
Ladies and Gentlemen welcome.

For details contact Keith Aylen
Tel. 01747 851018

Domestic Pets and Farm Animals
24 Hour Emergency Care

Consultations by appointment

Sturminster: 01258 472314
Shaftesbury: 01747 850500

Blandford: 01258 472160
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St Mary’s Compton Abbas

Services in April 
Sunday   7th  April   8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
Friday 19th April  10.00am  Good Friday Meditation 
Sunday 21st April 11.15am  Easter Festival Communion 
Wednesdays    9.00 am                   Morning Prayer

Church Annual Meeting 
Our Annual Church Meeting will be held on Sunday 7th April at 4.30pm in the church 
hall. Everyone who lives in the village is welcome to come and hear what’s been 
happening at St Mary’s in the past year and what are our hopes and plans for the year 
ahead. There will be tea (and possibly cake…) and the whole meeting is expected to be 
over in less than an hour.

Good Friday Service 
On Good Friday, at 10am, there will be a service of meditation and prayer, led by Revd. 
Richard Huband. It will be a short, quiet service, focusing on the events of Good Friday 
and helping us to prepare for Easter

Cleaning and decorating the church 
Later on Good Friday, we will be preparing our church building for Easter. We are 
meeting to clean and decorate the church at 3pm on Friday 19th April. Everyone is 
welcome to come and join in. We willl be decorating all the church windowsills and 
contributions of fresh flowers and greenery will be welcome. St Mary’s is a lovely and 
rewarding church to decorate and people often comment on how beautiful it looks, 
especially when it is fully decorated for church festivals. If you would like to join the 
church flower rota and help us to decorate it throughout the year, please come along 
and make yourself known.

Easter Day 
On Easter Day itself, at 11.15am, there will be a Family Festival Communion service, 
with hymns, and an organist to accompany us. The service will last no more than an 
hour and everyone is welcome. Come and join us as we sing and celebrate the biggest 
festival in the church’s year. 

The Church Hall Committee  
The Church Hall is maintained and managed by a small committee of villagers. At the 
moment, only two of the committee members come from Compton Abbas village itself. 
It would be very good to have one or two more, to say how villagers would like the hall 
to be used. If you are interested in joining the committee, please contact Gillian Cross 
(Tel: 811263)
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HELPING YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY

Your Local Funeral Professionals

GILLINGHAM
BRACHER BROTHERS

Newbury, Gillingham, SP8 4QL  Tel:  01747 822494

www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/local

Part of Dignity plc, a British company

Shaftesbury Branch of
The Children’s Society

extends a warm welcome to any-
one who would like to join our 

friendly committee.

For further information please phone
01747 850791

GOLD HILL GALLERY
ANTIQUES BRIC A BRAC ETC

5, Gold Hill
Sha� esbury
Dorset
SP7 8JW
Tel. 0774 205 9707

www.goldhillgallery.co.uk

David and John Witcher
Interior/ Exterior

Painting and Decorating
01747 850813/ 07773 885107

davidjwitcher@btinternet.com

  To advertise here contact the
Team O�  ce on 01747 853060
or email o�  ce@Sha� esbury 

CofE.org.uk

WITH DISTINCTION
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Local - Bed & Breakfast

Philippa & Nick Forrest welcome B&B guests at

Oaklands, East Orchard SP7 0LQ

Do you have family and friends wanting to visit but you don’t have enough room to 
put them up?

Rate - £35 per head per night, reduced to £30 for associates of locals and 
members of the Team churches.

We have two double and one twin  bedded room, all en-suite. living room with 
a wood burner in which to relax, watch TV and have breakfast.

Stair lift; Wi-Fi and a pretty, relaxing garden.

For availability telephone 01747 812365

Foot Care
including nail cutting, corns and callus treatment

Bill and Fiona Davis MCFHP MAFHP

0748 4855 370

fi ona _billfootcare@btinternet.com

Home visits
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St Mary’s, Motcombe

Palm Sunday, 14th April
Our service will once again begin at Motcombe Memorial Hall at 9.30am and we will 
process around to the church with the donkey. 
Sacred Space
April’s Sacred Space will take place in Holy Week on Tuesday 16th April at the slightly 
earlier time of 5.30pm in the church. Through silence, meditation, music and prayer 
we will reflect on Jesus’ words ‘Father, forgive them for they know not what they do’. We 
will conclude with a short compline. Please feel free to come along to experience the 
presence of God in the midst of our busy lives. All are welcome.

Easter Eve
This year we are going to have what some people call the ‘big’ service of Easter, 
held at 7.00pm on the evening of Saturday before Easter Sunday. It is a very moving 
and evocative service as we move from the darkness of the cross to the light of the 
resurrection. The service begins with the lighting of the Easter Fire outside the church, 
and the lighting of the Easter Candle. From this, individual candles are lit as we process 
into the dark church to hear three readings from the Old Testament. As the resurrection 
is announced there is much crashing of the organ, ringing of bells and general noise 
and the lights come on. We then sing the Gloria for the first time since we entered 
the season of Lent. The service then continues as we renew our Baptismal vows and 
celebrate the first Eucharist of Easter. Anyone from across the Team is welcome to come 
and experience this special service.

New Church Electoral Roll
Every six years a new electoral roll is created and 2019 is the year! If you wish 
to be included on the electoral roll (whether you are on the current roll or not) 
please complete a form which is in church and return it to church or to Liz Pocock, 
Watersmead Cottage, tel: 852647.

Annual Parochial Church Meeting
This will take place following the 9.30am service on 28th April.  This is the annual 
meeting of the parish to which all those on the Church Electoral Roll are invited. A 
report on the proceedings of the Parochial Church Council and the activities of the 
parish generally will be presented as well as the financial statements for the year 
ending on the 31st December. 

Wheels for the World 
Some people have been enquiring if I have plans for another trip.  I have been asked to 
lead a team in June 2019 to distribute wheelchairs and mobility aids to South Sudan 
refugees who have escaped Civil War and fled to Uganda.  Our Partners, ‘Hope Health 
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Action’ have already done two wheelchair distributions in the refugee camps and say 
that the needs are desperate.   I shall know more details after the Team Training Day on 
April 27th.  and will then be able to share how you could be involved.  Thank you.  
Jill Jenkinson  

Motcombe School Spiritual Garden
Planning for the new garden is under way with help from Shaftesbury School 6th form. 
It would be marvellous if volunteers could come forward to help with this project. We 
need donations of easy to maintain plants, especially some that are UK compatible 
but with some kind of Biblical resonance, eg. hyssop, and help to plant them. Help 
with making or sourcing and then placing decorations such as mosaics, wind chimes, 
mirrors and water features would also be most welcome. Please contact the school 
(office@motcombeprimary.co.uk or 852018) if you can offer any help or donate plants, 
good quality gardening tools or even a shed!

Food Bank
Thank you for all the generous donations for the Gillingham Food Bank. The box is still 
in the church for donations of any non-perishable foods. They are particularly in need 
of small jars of coffee, dried potato mash, ketchup, brown sauce, fruit juice, sponge 
puddings, UHT milk, chocolate and cereal bars. Many thanks.

From the Registers
Marriage
16th March Catherine Hoskins and Glen Edwards

Services in April
Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday-Wednesday and on Saturday and Holy 
Communion at 10.00am on Thursday each week, except in Holy Week. There will also 
be Evening Prayer at 5.30pm on Wednesday in Holy Week. All are welcome.
The church is open daily for private prayer or as a quiet space for reflection.
Sunday   7th  11.15am    Parish Communion (BCP)
Sunday 14th                       9.30am    Parish Communion with Procession for Palm Sunday

Holy Week
Tuesday 16th     5.30pm    Sacred Space and Compline
Wednesday 17th    5.30pm    Evening Prayer
Thursday 18th         7.00pm    Maundy Thursday Eucharist with Foot Washing,                                       
                                                        Stripping of the Altars & Vigil
Friday 19th                2.00pm    Good Friday Meditation and Prayer at the Foot of                                                       
                                                        the Cross
Saturday 20th    7.00pm    Easter Eve Service of Light, Vigil, Renewal of                                           
                                                        Baptismal Promises and First Eucharist of Easter
Sunday 21st     9.30am     Celebration Parish Communion for Easter Day
Sunday 28th     9.30am      Parish Communion followed by APCM
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2019 Team Retreat.  

As announced in Key Ring last November, this year’s Retreat will be led by Canon 
James Woodward, Principal of Sarum College.  It will run from early afternoon Friday 
20th September to mid-afternoon on Sunday 22nd September 2019 at The Othona 
Community, near Burton Bradstock on the Jurassic Coast; check it out at www.othona-
west-dorset.co.uk

This offers a smaller and simpler style of venue in a more dramatic setting than our 2018 
venture in Poole. Costs are slightly lower: £140 for single occupancy for the weekend, or 
£125 per person for couples or sharers.  There will be an option to pay by instalments.  
Please send a deposit of £20 per person with your booking form, and state there if you 
would like to pay in further monthly instalments - £15 per month over 7 months if you 
book early.  Bookings close 10th August 2019, the full charge to be paid by 17th August 
2019.
 
Cheques made out to Shaftesbury Team Ministry should be delivered with booking forms 
to the Team Office in an envelope marked Team Retreat 2019.  For further information, 
please contact Michael and Beverley Pattison, preferably by email: m.a.pattison@gmail.
com. 
A booking form for the Retreat can be found on Page 26 of this magazine

mailto:m.a.pattison@gmail.com
mailto:m.a.pattison@gmail.com
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The Orchards and Margaret Marsh 

APCM
Monday 29th April 7pm at St Luke’s West Orchard

Lent Lunches
Thank you to all who helped on Friday 15th  March when we shared the running of the 
Lent Lunches.

Electoral Roll
Notices are up and hopefully if you are already on the Electoral Roll you will have 
received your new Application Forms. Please complete and return to me by 10th April.  
If you are not on the Roll and would like to be please contact me
Rita Stranger 01258 472331.

Tea and Chat
Thank you to Henry and Amy Gill for hosting the March Tea and Chat. East Orchard will 
host in April. No venue as yet. Please ask locally for more information if there is no slip 
with this magazine.
As usual the time is 2.30pm-3.30pm. Please do come along and join us.

Ride and Stride 2019 Saturday 14th September
If you would like to take part please contact Rita Stranger Tel 01258 472331.

Easter Bingo.  Reminder Date 4th April.
Bingo at Manston Village Hall on Thursday 4th April. Eyes down 7.30pm
Prizes please both for Bingo and Raffle. Help on the night too please.  

St Luke’s Spring Clean Saturday 13th April from 10am. 
We hope to mow and trim the churchyard, clear the gutters and Spring clean the 
church.  Refreshments provided.

Date for our Diaries
14th June Barn Dance at Froghole Farm. More details later..

From the Registers
St Thomas, East Orchard
1st March – Interment, Maureen Hancock

Services
Mothering Sunday  31st March      11.15am    Joint Service    St Margarets   
Rogation                      19th May  11.15am    Margaret Marsh
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North Dorset Disability Information Service - Gillingham (opposite Lidl)
Tel:  01747 821010

www.norddisdorset.org.uk

Open Hours 10.00am - 4.00pm Mon-Thurs10.00am to 1.00pm Fri & Sat

• Buy/ hire new and second-hand equipment
• Information and Advice
• Free NHS hearing aid batteries
• Volunteering opportunities
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St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas

Services in April:

7th April   9.30 am Communion (Reverend Pam Rink) 
12th April  8.30 am church breakfast
14th April   11.15 am Communion (Venerable Alan Jeans, Archdeacon of Sarum)
19th April 12 Noon Good Friday Meditation (Reverend Jeremy Mais) 
21st April   11.15 am Easter Sunday Family Festival Communion (Reverend 

Jeremy Mais) followed by an Easter Egg Hunt
28th April 11.15 am Matins (Rodney Atwood)

Church Bank
St Thomas’s Church is responsible for looking after the steep bank below the Lych Gate. 
With suitable advice and whilst the C13 has been closed, coppicing has once again 
been carried out by volunteers and assisted by tree surgeons for the more challenging 
trees. This was previously undertaken by the PCC in 1992 and again in 2005. A big 
‘thank you’ to all of the volunteers who kindly gave their time and energy, as well as 
those who helped fund the paid tree surgeons. Aside from the practical management, 
it is hoped this lovely building will now be more visible to all and enjoy the wonderful 
far reaching views from the church itself.

St Thomas’s Flower Arrangers
Easter flower arranging will be on 20th April around 10 am.  We encourage and hope as 
many people as possible will come and help, ideally bringing some foliage.

Dates for Your Diary 

12th April – 9.45 am Annual Spring Clean
Annual Spring Clean.  Start at 9.45 a.m. – Any extra help is always very welcome, and it 
would be helpful if you can bring a few old cloths.  

20th April Flowers
Easter flower arranging.

26th April – 6.30pm St Thomas’s Preservation Society AGM
St Thomas’s Preservation Society is holding their AGM at 6.30 pm on Friday April 26th in 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas.  Everybody is very welcome to attend. 

Saturday 15th June Jumble and Plant Sale
Jumble and Plant sale on Sat 15th June in the Village Hall. We will be collecting 
jumble and plants so if anyone has any to offer please let us know and we 
can collect them from you.  Declutter your cupboards in aid of St Thomas’s 
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Preservation Society!  Telephone Jess 853942 or Juliet 851836 for help with 
transporting your unwanted items.

Delia Johnson  1941 – 2019 

Delia was born in 1941 at Richmond.   At senior school she was youngest ever 
Head Girl and at college studied Domestic Science, providing a base for a love of 
giving hospitality. 

In 1961 she married Alan who she had met in their childhood church choir.  From 
the 60’s, Delia showed her love of fashion with great vibrancy and colour. 

Delia and Alan moved to Cann Common in 1988.  Their house had a substantial 
garden, enabling Delia to fulfil her love of wild life and gardening, gaining a 
number of medals and awards.  They had two sons, four grandchildren and one 
great grandson, to all of whom Delia was absolutely devoted.  

Alongside her gardening, Delia’s passion was for helping people in her 
community. At St Mary’s school, she was a chaperone on pupils’ travels, and 
invigilated at exams.  At St Thomas’s church, she was a sidesperson, a chalice 
assistant, a lay pastoral assistant and lay Chaplain at Westminster Hospital.  As 
a dedicated volunteer to the Weldmar Hospice – as ever, committed to helping 
others. 
Those who knew Delia felt “What a lovely lady!”  Her genuine friendship, 
sensitivity, generosity and determination to assist those around her were a 
splendid Christian example. She will be missed.

John Porter
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TEAM RETREAT 2019 BOOKING FORM

Name(s)………………………………………………,…..………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

Address…………………………………………….....................................

....................................................................................Postcode……………

Telephone: ………………..  Email :……...……………………………….

Special dietary requirements………………………………………………

Room preferences if any: 

- Sharing with…..,……………………………………………………….

- Ground floor………..  

I/we will drive…….   would like a lift…….     can offer lifts……

Payment - please tick your choice and include payment indicated: 

Option 1: I enclose full payment (£140/£125 per person)

Option 2: I enclose £20 deposit per person. I will pay full balance by 10
August

Option 3: I enclose £20 deposit per person. I will pay balance by monthly instalments to 
Team Office
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COPY  DEADLINE FOR THE 
MAY 2019 ISSUE IS

FRIDAY 12TH APRIL
AT 5PM

OLD BOOKS
BOUGHT

Should you have any old books 
surplus

to your needs we are very happy
to call, entirely without obligation, 

and, if suitable, make an o� er.
We also wish to purchase old

albums of postcards and 
photographs.  Also handwritten 

items, e.g. old letters, diaries,
autographs etc

We have been buying in Dorset for
50 years

Bristow & Garland 01747 855666

G B Building &
Maintenance
Conserva� on Builder
Historic, Listed and

Tradi� onal Methods
Lime Plastering

Stonework
Cob Walls

Lime Wash Paints
Brickwork
Telephone

Mr Gary Broom on
07776 032289 or

01823 283212
Listed Heritage Member



Love is come again like wheat that springeth green


