
Autumn Bible Study. We shall be looking at Hebrews. The next session we 
shall study this interesting book and the third session we will look at its relevance 
for us today. The next session Tuesday 26th November from 2.30-4pm. Venue: 
Sue Helyar has very kindly offered to host these sessions. Please can you let 
Jean and Alan Kirkham or Jan know if you would like to attend.  

Nativity Festival 13/14th December - Nativity Festival in our Church from 10am-
4pm. Has anyone got a nativity set that we could have on display for this event?  
Help is needed to man the church during the day and make the odd refreshments 
as people come into the church. 

Carol Service - 15th December at 6.30pm. There will be no other service during 
the day. Please make a special effort to be at this service. 

Stoles for Bishops in Sudan if you are a good with a needle or would like more 
information please speak to Jean Kirkham (Sudan Rep) or Jan 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A SCHOOL FOUNDATION GOVERNOR? (1) 
Shaftesbury Primary School is looking for another Church of England foundation 
governor as they are increasing church representation from two to three. 
Currently Marion Purser and I are the foundation governors and would love to 
welcome one more to help the school develop its distinctive Christian ethos as it 
grows both in size, popularity and achievement. If you would like to know more 
please talk to me as soon as you can. Clive 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A SCHOOL FOUNDATION GOVERNOR? (2) 
Shaftesbury School (the old “Upper School”) is looking for a Foundation 
Governor to help develop its distinctive Christian ethos. Tim Hall and I are the 
existing foundation governors and would love hear from anyone interested in 
joining us as the school seeks to become an academy – but still with a CofE 
foundation. Clive 

SACRED SPACE CONFERENCE Wednesday 20
th
 November, Diocesan 

Education Centre, Wilton. £10. Come and hear about the latest research in 
Sacred Space, Spirituality and Social Justice from national speakers. More info 
from Kirsty www.salisbury.anglican.org/learning/youth-and-children 

OUTDOOR NATIVITY Shaftesbury Churches Together Outdoor Nativity – 
Sunday 15

th
 December 1pm. If you would like to be involved either acting, 

singing or accompanying please contact Clive 855375 

 
 

Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  
Team Office is open Monday - Friday 9.30 -12.30 

Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   
Please email items for the notice sheet to the office by Thursday 9.30am  

 
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Today – 17
th

 November – 2
nd

 Sunday before Advent 
9.30am Parish Communion  Rev Jan Crossley 

Readings: Malachi 4: 1-2a 2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13  Luke 21: 5-19 
Sidesman: Martyn Hobrough 

 
Next Sunday – 24

th
 November – Christ the King 

11.00am Matins & Holy Communion (BCP) Rev Clive Thomas 
Readings: Jeremiah 23: 1-6 Psalm 46 Luke 23: 33-43 

Sidesman: Liz Lindsay Rea 
 

Welcome to St Thomas Church, if you are new to the church or visiting please do 

introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays   8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 

November 

Tues 26
th
    2.30 -4pm  Autumn Bible Study of the Book of Hebrews  

Thurs 28
th
  2.30 -4pm  PCC meeting at Rodney & Harriet Atwood’s home 

December 

13
th
 & 14

th
  10am -4pm  Nativity Festival in Church 

Sun 15
th
  1.00pm  Churches Together Outdoor Nativity –  

Shaftesbury Town Hall 

Sun 15
th
  6.30pm  Carol Service 

Tues 24
th
  10.00pm  Holy Communion 

Wed 25
th
  10.00am  Holy Communion Service with blessing of the Crib 

Please also see our website: www.stmin.org.uk/melbury 

Next week from  Tuesday 19th – Saturday 23rd  Jan is on Retreat. Please 

phone the office 853060  or Clive 855375  if you have any problems. 

 

http://www.salisbury.anglican.org/learning/youth-and-children
mailto:jan@stmin.org.uk
mailto:office@stmin.org.uk
http://www.stmin.org.uk/
http://www.stmin.org.uk/melbury


Collect Heavenly Father, 
whose blessed Son was revealed 

to destroy the works of the devil 

and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: 

grant that we, having this hope, 

may purify ourselves even as he is pure; 

that when he shall appear in power and great glory 

we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; 

where he is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading Malachi 4.1-2a 

1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all 

evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the 

LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2But for 

you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in 

its wings.  

Second Reading 2 Thessalonians 3.6-13 

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep 

away from every brother who is idle and does not live according to the 

teaching you received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to 

follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, nor did we 

eat anyone's food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night 

and day, labouring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of 

you. We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in 

order to make ourselves a model for you to follow. For even when we were 

with you, we gave you this rule: “If a man will not work, he shall not eat.”  

We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busy-

bodies. Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle 

down and earn the bread they eat. And as for you, brothers, never tire of 

doing what is right. 

Gospel Reading Luke 21.5-19 

5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with 

beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, Jesus said, 6‘As for these things 

that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon 

another; all will be thrown down.’ 

7They asked him, ‘Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that 
this is about to take place?’ 8And Jesus said, ‘Beware that you are not led 

astray; for many will come in my name and say, “I am he!” and, “The time is 

near!” Do not go after them. 

9When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these 

things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.’ 10Then 

he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom; 11there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and 

plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 

12But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will 

hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before 

kings and governors because of my name. 13This will give you an opportunity 

to testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare your defence in advance; 
15for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be 

able to withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents and 

brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. 
17You will be hated by all because of my name. 18But not a hair of your head 

will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your souls.’  

Post Communion Prayer Gracious Lord, 

in this holy sacrament 

you give substance to our hope: 

bring us at the last 

to that fullness of life for which we long; 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

 

Please pray for:- 

the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Edward Jacson, and Sue 
Breach  

our brothers and sisters in the Philippines  

the members of our armed services. 

for peace in countries throughout the world where there is war and conflict, especially 
Zimbabwe, Egypt, Afghanistan, Syria, and persecuted Christians in Pakistan. 

our link with the Lui Diocese, in South Sudan. 


