
PRAYER FOR SUDAN  you are invited to drop into the church on either Monday or 
Tuesday this week to join in with the Diocesan prayer vigil for Sudan and in particular our 
link with Lui, please spare some time if you can. 

MARCH 2
nd

 at 3.pm It doesn't seem possible that in 7 weeks time  Bishop Nicholas  will 
be coming to our Songs of Praise Service  to bless our refurbishment project. Please can 
you let Jan know which are your favourite hymns, as soon as possible so that we can 
start planning this service. We also need to be thinking about refreshments for that day.  If 
you can help in anyway please let our wardens know. Thank you. 

'SNIP AND SEW' - The Sudan stoles are now ready to be embellished and sewn 
together. The date of the 1

st
 meeting is Thursday 23

rd
 January at 2.00pm all are invited to 

see what is happening. Refreshments will be served. 

CHANGE OF SERVICES In preparation for Clive's departure in the summer of 2014 it 
has been necessary to review services across the team, in order for clergy to be able to 
meet the needs of all of our parishes with regard to Holy Communion services. Therefore, 
as from March 2014,  the 2nd Sunday of each month will be a Matins service, 
conducted by Lay Ministers when required. The 4th Sunday will now be a BCP Holy 
Communion Service. The service time of 11am remains the same. In view that we lose 
a Holy Communion service on the second Sunday, we shall be having a Holy Communion 
service on that Friday morning at 10am . Prior to that service,  breakfast will be served 
from 8.30pm until 9.30pm and you are warmly invited to attend either or both. 

MISSION AND STEWARDSHIP On Thursday 6th February, Ian Bromilow, our 
diocesan Mission and Stewardship Advisor, will be coming to talk with our PCC 
Members. This will be an opportunity to think about how we can move forward and 
serve our community. Later, Ian will come and preach at one of our services. With 
this in mind, in our Lent studies we will be exploring ‘Living Faithfully,‘ using John 
Pritchard’s book on following Christ in every day life. John Pritchard is the Bishop of 
Oxford. The dates for these sessions are 27th February, 13th March and the 27th 
March.  

TEAM WEEKEND 9-11th May 2014 We are looking for leaders of activities to 

draw members from our different parishes together in activities they enjoy – eg 

walking, cycling, singing and making music, flower arranging, bell ringing, and 

anything else we can think of. The weekend will include a folk dance evening and 

a Team Service. We have a planning meeting on Saturday 18th January 9.30am at 

St Mary’s Motcombe. If you would like to be part of the planning please  come 

along to the meeting 

 
 
 
 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Monday - Friday 9.30 -12.30 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

Please email items for the notice sheet to the office by Thursday 9.30am  

 
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Today – 12
th

 January – Baptism of Christ 
11.00am Matins and Holy Communion -  Rev Clive Thomas 

Isaiah 42: 1-9 Psalm 29 Matthew 3: 13-17 
Sidesman: Liz Lindsay-Rae 

 
Next Sunday – 19

th
 January 

10.15am – Father’s House – Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
No Service at St Thomas 

 
Sunday 26

th
 January – Epiphany 3 

11.00am Matins and Holy Communion – Rev Jan Crossley 
Readings: Isaiah 9: 1-4  Psalm 27:1, 4-12 Matthew 4: 12-23 

Sidesmen James & Elizabeth Sandys-Renton 
 
 

Welcome to St Thomas Church, if you are new to the church or visiting please do 

introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays   8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 

January  

Mon 13
th
/Tues 14

th
   Prayer Vigil for Sudan 

Sat 18
th
  9.30am  Team Weekend Planning Meeting – St Mary’s  

Motcombe 

Thurs 23
rd

  2.00pm  ‘Snip & Sew’ in church – all welcome 

Looking Ahead 

Thurs 27
th
 Feb   Lent Course Starts 

Sun 2
nd

 March 3.00pm  Songs of Praise with Bishop Nicholas 

9
th
 – 11

th
 May   Team Weekend 
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Collect Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your 

Son, anointing him with the Holy Spirit: grant to us, who are born again by 

water and the Spirit, that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted 

children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading Isaiah 42.1-9 

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold,  my chosen one in whom I delight; I will 

put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations. He will not 

shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not 

break, and a smouldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will 

bring forth justice; he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes 

justice on earth. In his law the islands will put their hope.” This is what God 

the LORD says – he who created the heavens and stretched them out, who 

spread out the earth and all that comes out of it, who gives breath to its 

people, and life to those who walk on it: “I, the LORD, have called you in 

righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you 

to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes 

that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon 

those who sit in darkness. “I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not give 

my glory to another or my praise to idols. See, the former things have taken 

place, and new things I declare; before they spring into being I announce 

them to you.” 

Gospel Reading Matthew 3.13-17 

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John. But John tried 

to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptised by you, and do you come to 

me?” Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfil all 

righteousness.” Then John consented.  As soon as Jesus was baptised, he 

went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw 

the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. And a voice 

from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 

Prayer after Communion Lord of all time and eternity, you opened the 

heavens and revealed yourself as Father in the baptism of Jesus your beloved 

Son: by the power of your Spirit complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 

through the waters of the new creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

Please pray for:- 

the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Edward Jacson, Sue Breach and Lorna 
McBeam 

the members of our armed services. 

for peace in countries throughout the world where there is war and conflict, especially 
Zimbabwe, Egypt, Afghanistan, Syria, and persecuted Christians in Pakistan. 

our link with the Lui Diocese, in South Sudan, and pray for those affected by the uprising. 

For successful peace talks in South Sudan. 

For those affected by the extreme weather conditions in this country 

We continue to pray for the people in the Philippines, also those in Latvia who lost loved ones 
when the supermarket roof collapsed, and for this who lost their lives in Glasgow when the 
helicopter crashed, and for those who were injured and are in hospital. 

 


