
MARCH 2
nd

 at 3.pm Bishop Nicholas  will be coming to our Songs of Praise Service 
 to bless our refurbishment project. Please can you keep that day free. We shall be 
inviting the various organisations who have helped to fund this project and we want 
to give them a very warm welcome. Thank you to those who had let me have their 
favourite hymns. Please can you let me know if you can help with refreshments after 
the service that day 

UNITED SERVICE last week’s service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity took 
a collection of £872.31 + £63 gift aid for Medicine Sans Frontiers. 

FRIDAY 7TH MARCH Breakfast in the Church 8.30-9.30am followed by Holy 
Communion at 10am, also at 11am Women's World Day of Prayer. 

'SNIP AND SEW' continues on the 13th and 27th February at 2pm. All are welcome 
to come and see how we are progressing with the stoles which we are making for our 
Bishops in the Sudan 

MISSION AND STEWARDSHIP On Thursday 6th February, Ian Bromilow, our 
diocesan Mission and Stewardship Advisor, will be coming to talk with our PCC 
Members. This will be an opportunity to think about how we can move forward and 
serve our community. Later, Ian will come and preach at one of our services. With 
this in mind, in our Lent studies we will be exploring ‘Living Faithfully,‘ using John 
Pritchard’s book on following Christ in everyday life. John Pritchard is the Bishop of 
Oxford. The dates for these sessions are 27th February, 13th March and the 27th 
March.  

OUR LENT COURSE The course is 'Living Faithfully' by John Pritchard, the Bishop 
of Oxford. We shall be looking at  some of the various aspects:  
In the past we have  studied various books in the bible. This is an opportunity  to 
discuss the bibles relevance in our lives today. Please can you let Jan or the Church 
wardens know if you wish to attend 
 
CHANGE OF SERVICES In preparation for Clive's departure in the summer of 2014 it 
has been necessary to review services across the team, in order for clergy to be able to 
meet the needs of all of our parishes with regard to Holy Communion services. Therefore, 
as from March 2014,  the 2nd Sunday of each month will be a Matins service, 
conducted by Lay Ministers when required. The 4th Sunday will now be a BCP Holy 
Communion Service. The service time of 11am remains the same. In view that we lose 
a Holy Communion service on the second Sunday, we shall be having a Holy Communion 
service on that Friday morning at 10am . Prior to that service,  breakfast will be served 
from 8.30pm until 9.30pm and you are warmly invited to attend either or both. 

 

 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Monday - Friday 9.30 -12.30 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

Please email items for the notice sheet to the office by Thursday 9.30am  

 
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Today - Sunday 26
th

 January – Epiphany 3 
11.00am Matins and Holy Communion – Rev Jan Crossley 

Readings: Isaiah 9: 1-4  Psalm 27:1, 4-12 Matthew 4: 12-23 
Sidesmen James & Elizabeth Sandys-Renton 

 
Next Week – Sunday 2

nd
 February – Candlemas 

9.30am Parish Communion – Rev Simon Chambers 
Readings: Malachi 3: 1-5 Hebrews 2:14-end  Luke 2:22-40 

Sidesman: Jess Crichton 
 

Welcome to St Thomas Church, if you are new to the church or visiting please do 

introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays   8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 

January  

Tues 28
th
  7.00pm  Team Council Meeting  

February 
Thurs 13th  2.00pm   'Snip and Sew' in the Church  

Thurs 20th  2.00pm  'Snip and Sew' in the Church  

Thurs 27
th
   Lent Course ‘Living Faithfully’ begins 

at Sue Helyar’s home 

March 

Sun 2
nd

  3.00pm  Songs of Praise with Bishop Nicholas 

Fri 7
th
  8.30-9.30 Breakfast in Church 

  10.00am  Holy Communion 
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Collect Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs and miracles the wonder 
of your saving presence: renew your people with your heavenly grace, and in 

all our weakness sustain us by your mighty power; through Jesus Christ your 

Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 

Old Testament Reading - Isaiah 9.1-4  

There will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he 

humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he 

will honour Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan – 

 The people walking in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 on those living in the land of the shadow of death 

  a light has dawned. 

 You have enlarged the nation 

  and increased their joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as people rejoice at the harvest, 

 as men rejoice 

  when dividing the plunder. 

 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 

  you have shattered 

 the yoke that burdens them, 

  the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor. 

Gospel Reading - Matthew 4.12-23 

When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he returned to Galilee. 

Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in 

the area of Zebulun and Naphtali – to fulfil what was said through the 

prophet Isaiah: 

 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, 

  the way to the sea, along the Jordan, 
  Galilee of the Gentiles – 

 the people living in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 on those living in the land of the shadow of death 

  a light has dawned.” 

From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is near.” As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 

brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a 

net into the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, 

“and I will make you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and 

followed him. Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of 

Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father 

Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, and immediately they left 

the boat and their father and followed him. Jesus went throughout Galilee, 

teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and 

healing every disease and sickness among the people. 

 

Please pray for:- 

the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Edward Jacson, Sue Breach and Lorna 
McBeam Jonathan and Nick who are mourning the loss of their mother, Dinah Greenwood. 

the members of our armed services. 

for peace in countries throughout the world where there is war and conflict, especially 
Zimbabwe, Egypt, Afghanistan, Syria, and persecuted Christians in Pakistan. 

our link with the Lui Diocese, in South Sudan, and pray for those affected by the uprising. 

For continuing of the  peace talks in South Sudan. 

For those affected by the extreme weather conditions in this country 

For all who in ministry training, thinking especially of Kirsty who is an ordinand in our 
team. 

 

 


