
MARCH 2
nd

 at 3.pm Bishop Nicholas  will be coming to our Songs of Praise 
Service  to bless our refurbishment project. Please can you keep that day free. 
We shall be inviting the various organisations who have helped to fund this 
project and we want to give them a very warm welcome. Thank you to those who 
had let me have their favourite hymns. Please can you let me know if you can 
help with refreshments after the service that day 

FRIDAY 7
th

 MARCH Breakfast in the Church 8.30-9.30am followed by Holy 
Communion at 10am, also at 11am Women's World Day of Prayer. 

'SNIP AND SEW' continues on the 13th and 27th February at 2pm. All are 
welcome to come and see how we are progressing with the stoles which we are 
making for our Bishops in the Sudan 

MISSION AND STEWARDSHIP On Thursday 6th February, Ian Bromilow, our 
diocesan Mission and Stewardship Advisor, will be coming to talk with our PCC 
Members. This will be an opportunity to think about how we can move forward 
and serve our community.  

OUR LENT COURSE The course is 'Living Faithfully' by John Pritchard, the 
Bishop of Oxford. The dates for these sessions are 27th February, 13th March 
and the 27th March. In the past we have  studied various books in the bible. This 
is an opportunity  to discuss the bibles relevance in our lives today.  
We shall be looking at  some of the various aspects: 

1. What does it mean to follow Jesus in every day life? 
2. How do we relate to our community beyond the church? 
3. What bearing does it have on how we spend our money, or the way 
that we conduct our lives? 
4. How does it help us handle our sexuality or live  in an online jungle? 
5. How do we relate Sunday worship to Monday life? 
6. How can we close the gap and step out more confidently into the 
week, knowing that the Christian faith has far more to contribute to the 
welfare of our society than society thinks? 
7. How can we help each other discover the exhilaration of living faithfully 
in the streets? 

Please add your name to the sheet  in the coffee area  if you which to attend. 
 
We now have a PRAYER BOARD in the church in the Coffee area. This will help 
us to pray for those in need. 
 
 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Monday - Friday 9.30 -12.30 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

Please email items for the notice sheet to the office by Thursday 9.30am  

 
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Today – Sunday 2
nd

 February – Candlemas 
9.30am Parish Communion – Rev Simon Chambers 

Readings: Malachi 3: 1-5 Hebrews 2:14-end  Luke 2:22-40 
Sidesman: Jess Crichton 

 
Next Week – 9

th
 February – 4

th
 Sunday before Lent 

11am Matins and Holy Communion – Rev Eve Pegler 
Readings: Isaiah 58:1-12 Ps 112  Matthew 5:13-20 

Sidesmen: Brian and Elizabeth Pickford 
 

Welcome to St Thomas Church, if you are new to the church or visiting please do 

introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays   8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 

February 
Thurs 13th  2.00pm   'Snip and Sew' in the Church  

Thurs 20th  2.00pm  'Snip and Sew' in the Church  

Thurs 27
th
   Lent Course ‘Living Faithfully’ begins 

at Sue Helyar’s home 

March 

Sun 2
nd

  3.00pm  Songs of Praise with Bishop Nicholas 

Fri 7
th
  8.30-9.30 Breakfast in Church 

  10.00am  Holy Communion 

 

Collect Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, whose beloved Son 

was this day presented in the Temple, in substance of our flesh: grant that we 

may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts, by your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

mailto:jan@stmin.org.uk
mailto:office@stmin.org.uk
http://www.stmin.org.uk/


Old Testament Reading - Malachi 3.1-5 

Thus says the Lord God: 1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way 

before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 

messenger of the covenant in whom you delight – indeed, he is coming, says the 

LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 

when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit 

as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and 

refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in 

righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the 

LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 5Then I will draw near to you 

for judgement; I will be swift to bear witness against the sorcerers, against the 

adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired 

workers in their wages, the widow, and the orphan, against those who thrust 

aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.  

Second Reading Hebrews 2.14-18 

Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that 

by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death – that is, the 

devil – and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of 

death. For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. For this 

reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might 

become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might 

make atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself suffered when he 

was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

Gospel Reading - Luke 2.22-40 

When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been 

completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 

(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be 

consecrated to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in 

the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons”. Now there was a 

man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting 

for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been 

revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the 

Lord’s Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the 

parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law 

required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, 

as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have 

seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for 

revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” The child’s father 

and mother marvelled at what was said about him. Then Simeon blessed them 

and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and 

rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the 

thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul 

too.” There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe 

of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her 

marriage, and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the 

temple but worshipped night and day, fasting and praying. Coming up to them at 

that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who 

were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. When Joseph and Mary 

had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee 

to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong; he was 

filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him. 

Prayer after Communion Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, 

who lived to welcome the Messiah: may we, who have received these gifts 

beyond words, prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes to bring us to 

eternal life; for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

 

Please pray for:- 

the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Edward Jacson, and Lorna McBeam 
Jonathan and Nick who are mourning the loss of their mother, Dinah Greenwood. 

the members of our armed services. 

for peace in countries throughout the world where there is war and conflict, especially Egypt, 
Afghanistan, Syria, and persecuted Christians in Pakistan. 

our link with the Lui Diocese, in South Sudan, and pray for those affected by the uprising. 

For continuing of the  peace talks in South Sudan. 

For those affected by the extreme weather conditions in this country 

For all who in ministry training, thinking especially of Kirsty who is an ordinand in our 
team. 

 
CHANGE OF SERVICES In preparation for Clive's departure in the summer of 2014 it 
has been necessary to review services across the team, in order for clergy to be able to 
meet the needs of all of our parishes with regard to Holy Communion services. Therefore, 
as from March 2014,  the 2nd Sunday of each month will be a Matins service, 
conducted by Lay Ministers when required. The 4th Sunday will now be a BCP Holy 
Communion Service. The service time of 11am remains the same. In view that we lose 
a Holy Communion service on the second Sunday, we shall be having a Holy Communion 
service on that Friday morning at 10am . Prior to that service,  breakfast will be served 
from 8.30pm until 9.30pm and you are warmly invited to attend either or both. 


