
 

Lent House Groups. This year we will join with Churches Together for our Lent bible 
studies. They begin on 23rd February and will run for 6 weeks. 5 of the weeks the 
groups will meet in various homes. The 6th session will be held as a joint meeting 
after Easter. The date for this has yet to be arranged. 
The course is by John Ortberg using his book 'The Life You've Always Wanted.' More 
details will follow shortly. 

Dorset Historic Trust's annual 'Ride and Stride' raised £80,000 this year. The 
chairman wishes to thank all of those people who cycled and to all friends and family 
who sponsored them. Well done Rodney and to those who sponsored him from our 
church. 

Church Diary For those wishing to use our church mid-week, please make sure that 
you check with either Jan or Kirsty first so that it can be booked in the diary.  
Otherwise, baptisms, funerals or weddings must take priority if your event is not in 
the diary. 

Ash Wednesday This year our service is on 18th February at 7pm is at St. James. 
Please come along to this service and support other members of our team as we 
begin the season of Lent. 
 

Lent Lunches will be held in the Town Hall, Shaftesbury on six consecutive Fridays 
starting Friday 20 February  from 12.00 to 1.30pm.  This is an opportunity to meet 
friends to enjoy home made soup with bread and cheese followed by tea/coffee, and 
at the same time help to make a valuable contribution to the work of Christian Aid, 
which is so needed at this time. 
St Thomas's will be providing the lunch with The Friends on Friday 6 March, and 
once more we are seeking offers of soup, help on the day, donations towards the 
cost of the cheese, and items for the Bring and Buy stall. 
If you can help in any of these ways, please contact Ellen Brine (853161) or Angela 
Lane (854506). 
 

Forthcoming events in the village hall  
Sat 28

th
 February 8 for 8.30 – Bingo 

Sat 7
th
 March 8 for 8.30 Quiz time 

Sat 14
th
 March 7.30 for 8 An Irish Night       

  please see the notice board for details  

WOMENS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER March 6
th

 2015 
11.00 am at the United Church in Bell Street 
7.30 pm at the Friends Meeting House in Abbey Walk 
This year we are supporting the church in the Bahamas Please come and join us! 

 
 

 
 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Mon, Tues, Fri 9-12, Wed 10-12 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Sunday 15th February – Sunday next before Lent 
9.30am Parish Communion  Rev Richard Huband  

2 Kings 2: 1-12 2 Corinthians 4: 3-6     Mark 9: 2-9 
 

Wednesday 18th February – Ash Wednesday 
7.00pm Team Service – St James 

 
Sunday 22nd February – Lent 1 

11.00am Holy Communion (BCP)  Rev Simon Chambers 
Readings: Exodus 14: 11-13       Hebrews 3:7-4:2, 4:14-16           Mark 1:9-15 
 

Welcome to St Thomas Church.  If you are new to the church or visiting please do 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays  8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 

February  
Wed 18th   7.00pm    Team Service for Ash Wednesday – St James’ 
 
Fri 20th   12 noon   Memorial Service for Susan Kay 

 

 

Susan Kay’s Memorial On Friday 20th February at 12noon we are celebrating the 
life of Susan Kay with a Memorial Service. We are all very saddened by her sudden 
death so it would be lovely if you could make every effort to attend this service. 
Refreshments will be served in the Village Hall after the service. 
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Collect Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he 
suffered death upon the cross: give us grace to perceive his glory, that we 

may be strengthened to suffer with him and be changed into his likeness, 

from glory to glory; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading 2 Kings 2: 1-12 

Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, 

Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay 

here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.’ But Elisha said, ‘As the LORD 

lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So they went down to 

Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, 

and said to him, ‘Do you know that today the LORD will take your master 

away from you?’ And he said, ‘Yes, I know; keep silent.’ 4 Elijah said to him, 

‘Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.’ But he said, ‘As the 

LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So they came to 

Jericho. 5 The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, 

and said to him, ‘Do you know that today the LORD will take your master 

away from you?’ And he answered, ‘Yes, I know; be silent.’ 6 Then Elijah said 

to him, ‘Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.’ But he said, ‘As 

the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So the two of 

them went on. 7 Fifty men of the company of prophets[c] also went, and stood 

at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 
8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water 

was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed 

on dry ground. 9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me what I 

may do for you, before I am taken from you.’ Elisha said, ‘Please let me 

inherit a double share of your spirit.’ 10 He responded, ‘You have asked a 

hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted 

you; if not, it will not.’ 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of 

fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a 

whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, ‘Father, father! 
The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!’ But when he could no longer see 

him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 4: 3-6 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In 

their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to 

keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 

the image of God. 5 For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus 
Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6 For it is the God 

who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has shone in our hearts to 

give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Gospel Reading  Mark 9: 2-9 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up 

a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 
3 and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach 

them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking 

with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let 

us make three dwellings,one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ 6 He 

did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 Then a cloud 

overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, ‘This is my Son, 

the Beloved;[d] listen to him!’ 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw 

no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 9 As they were coming down the 

mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until 

after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

Post Communion Prayer Holy God, we see your glory in the face of Jesus 

Christ: may we who are partakers at his table reflect his life in word and 

deed, that all the world may know his power to change and save. This we ask 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

Please pray for: 
the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Bob Breach, Pam Deeker, Edward 

Jacson, Marjorie Millington, and those known to us who are in need of our prayers,  

also for the family of  Richard Marshall, Juliet James & Susan Kay 

for peace in Syria and Iraq for peace and for other countries throughout the world where there 
is conflict. 

our link with the Lui Diocese, in South Sudan.  

for those suffering as a result of the ebola epidemic in Africa. 
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