
 

Church Diary For those wishing to use our church please make sure that you check 
with either Jan or Kirsty first so that it can be booked in the diary.  Otherwise, 
baptisms, funerals or weddings must take priority if your event is not in the diary. 

Lent Lunches will be held in the Town Hall, Shaftesbury on six consecutive Fridays 
starting Friday 20 February  from 12.00 to 1.30pm.  This is an opportunity to meet 
friends to enjoy home made soup with bread and cheese followed by tea/coffee, and 
at the same time help to make a valuable contribution to the work of Christian Aid, 
which is so needed at this time. 
 

 
Recycling Sale for Sudan - Our ever-popular sale will take place on Saturday 28

th
 

March at the Town Hall from 10a.m., so please start sorting out all those things you 
no longer need or want.  Julian Richard will be pleased to receive these and larger 
items can be collected.  (Julian. 852883). 
 
WE NEED YOUR HELP  
With the APCM coming up in April we shall be looking for a Churchwarden to 
join John Porter. This will be John’s last year in office so it would be beneficial 
to appoint someone this year to allow time for training. Our church cannot 
operate without a churchwarden, so please prayerfully consider if you feel you 
can help. If you want more details about what’s involved please speak to either 
John or Jan. 
 
Sadly, due to Susan’s death we now need a Sacristan. This is a lovely job which 
involves setting up the Communion Table each week. It doesn’t have to be done by 
one person, so if you feel called to do this duty please let either John or Jan know. 
Training will be given. 
 
We could do with having another Chalice Assistant to serve occasionally at our 
Holy Communion Services. If you feel able to do so please let Jan know. Training will 
be given. 
 
 
Forthcoming events in the village hall  

Sat 14
th
 March 7.30 for 8 An Irish Night       

  please see the notice board for details  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Mon, Tues, Fri 9-12, Wed 10-12 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Sunday 8th March – Lent 2 
11.00am Matins – Mr John Porter 

Readings: Exodus 20: 1-17         Psalm 19      1 Corinthians  1: 18-25 
John 2: 13-22 

 
 

Sunday 15th March – Mothering Sunday 
9.30am Parish Communion – Rev Jan Crossley  

with the congregation of St Mary’s Compton Abbas 
Readings: Exodus 2: 1-10 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 Luke 2:33-35 

 

Welcome to St Thomas Church.  If you are new to the church or visiting please do 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays  8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 

 

March  

Sat 28th     10.00am   Recycling Sale for Sudan – Town Hall 

 

Future Events: 

Friday 15th May 7.30pm  Ererle Quartet in St. Thomas’s Church 
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Collect Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he 

suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: mercifully 

grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the 

way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now and for ever. 

Amen.  

First Reading Exodus 20: 1-17 

Then God spoke all these words: 
2 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods before[a] me. 
4 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is 

in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 

the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD 

your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the 

third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6 but showing steadfast 

love to the thousandth generation[b] of those who love me and keep my 

commandments. 
7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the 

LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
8 Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labour and do 

all your work. 10 But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God; you 

shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female 

slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11 For in six days the 

LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the 

seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it. 
12 Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the 

land that the LORD your God is giving you. 
13 You shall not murder. 
14 You shall not commit adultery. 
15 You shall not steal. 
16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 
17 You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your 

neighbour’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that 

belongs to your neighbour. 

 

Psalm 19 

 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 

to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 

this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the 

wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 

through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For 

Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ 

crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those 

who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 

God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

Gospel Reading  John 2: 13-22 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 

temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers 

seated at their tables. 15 Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the 

temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the 

money changers and overturned their tables. 16 He told those who were selling 

the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 

marketplace!” 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your 

house will consume me.” 18 The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show 

us for doing this?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three 

days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “This temple has been under 

construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he 

was speaking of the temple of his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his 

disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and 

the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 

Please pray for: 
the healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Bob Breach, Pam Deeker, Edward 

Jacson, Marjorie Millington, and those known to us who are in need of our prayers,  

also for the family of Susan Kay 

for peace in Syria, Iraq and the Ukraine for peace and for other countries throughout the world 
where there is conflict. 

our link with the Lui Diocese, in South Sudan.  

for those suffering as a result of the ebola epidemic in Africa. 
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