
 

Hymns and Pimm’s (Patronal Festival) on Saturday 4th July at 3.30pm. Come along 
to this service as we celebrate St. Thomas by singing your favourite hymns. After the 
service, weather permitting, we shall be serving Pimms in the churchyard. Please let 
Jan know your favourite hymns as soon as possible so that she can put the service 
together. Thank you. 

Church Diary  
For those wishing to use our church please make sure that you check with either Jan 
or Kirsty first so that it can be booked in the diary.  Otherwise, baptisms, funerals or 
weddings must take priority if your event is not in the diary. 

Church Jobs 
We need a new Sacristan. This is a lovely job which involves setting up the 
Communion Table each week. It doesn’t have to be done by one person, so if you 
feel called to do this duty please let either John or Jan know. Training will be given. 
 

We could do with having another Chalice Assistant to serve occasionally at our 
Holy Communion Services. If you feel able to do so please let Jan know. Training will 
be given. 

Pet Service – 28th June The speaker at our Pet service this year will be Barbara 
Borwell, who is the local co-ordinator of “Pets as Therapy” [PAT]. We look forward 
to seeing you, with both your human and animal friends. If the weather is good the 
service will be held in the church grounds, otherwise inside. 
 
Team Retreat  
The Team Retreat will be at Abbey House, Glastonbury 25th – 27th September 2015 
Everyday Disciples The first disciples were called out of their everyday lives, so how 
should we follow Christ from within ours? This year’s guided retreat, led by  Helen 
Dawes, our new Team Rector will reflect on how we live, witness and grow in faith in 
our everyday world, using times of silence, learning, reflection, worship and 
prayer. For further information, or an application form, please contact : Gillian Cross, 
Tel: 01747 811263  Email: gillian@gilliancross.co.uk 
 
Songs of Praise – Saturday 4th July. Please let Jan know if you have any favourite 
hymns that you would like to sing at our Patronal Festival. 
 
Hidden Gardens of Melbury Abbas 6/7th June – Congratulations to Liz Lindsay 
Rea and all the garden owners, those who manned the village hall, baked and gave 
plants for sale, printed and distributed flyers, cards and signs and supported the 
event in so many ways; it was a huge success, great fun and raised about £1600 to 
be divided between the village hall and the church. And thank God for the weather! 
 
 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Mon, Tues, Fri 9-12, Wed 10-12 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Sunday 14th June – Trinity 2 
11.00am Parish Communion (CW1)   Rev Richard Huband 

Readings: Ezekiel 17: 22-end  2 Corinthians 5: 6-17 
Mark 4: 26-34 

 
Sunday 21st June – Trinity 3 

11.00am Matins John Porter 
Readings: Job 38: 1-11 2 Corinthians 6: 1-13  Mark 4: 35-end 

 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church.  If you are new to the church or visiting please do 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays  8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome 

June  
Sun 14th    Magna Carta Pilgrimage – Salisbury Cathedral 

Wed 17th    Team Office Closed 

Wed 24th   5.30pm    Licensing of the Archdeacon –  
       Salisbury Cathedral 

Thurs 25th        Team Office Closed 

Sun 28th  11.00am  Pet Service   

July 
Sat 4th   3.30pm St Thomas’s Patronal Festival –  

“Songs of Praise – Hymns and Pimm’s in the 
churchyard. 

Sun 5th    No service at St Thomas’ 

Sun 12  11am  Parish Communion 

Sun 19th 11am  Matins 

Sun 26  11am   Parish Communion 

August 
Wed 19th   Gillingham & Shaftesbury Show – Preservation Society stall 
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Collect Lord, you have taught us that all our doings without love are 
nothing worth: send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts that most 

excellent gift of love, the true bond of peace and of all virtues, without which 

whoever lives is counted dead before you. Grant this for your only Son Jesus 

Christ’s sake, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading Ezekiel 17: 22-end 
 Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a 

cedar; I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its 

young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23 On the 

mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs 

and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will 

live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 
24 All the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high 

tree, I make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree 

flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will accomplish it. 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5: 6-17 

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home 

in the body we are away from the Lord— 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 
8 Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body 

and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we are at home or away, we make 
it our aim to please him. 10 For all of us must appear before the judgement 

seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done 

in the body, whether good or evil. 11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, 

we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to God, and I 

hope that we are also well known to your consciences. 12 We are not 

commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast 

about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward 

appearance and not in the heart. 13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for 

God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of Christ urges 

us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have 

died. 15 And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 

themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 16 From now on, 

therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view;[b] even though we 

once knew Christ from a human point of view,[c] we know him no longer in 

that way. 17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 

has passed away; see, everything has become new!  

Gospel Reading  Mark 4: 26-34 
He also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on 

the ground, 27 and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would 

sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28 The earth produces of itself, first 

the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29 But when the grain 

is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.’ 
30 He also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what 

parable will we use for it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon 

the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32 yet when it is sown it 

grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large 

branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.’ 33 With 

many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 
34 he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in 

private to his disciples. 

Prayer After Communion 

Loving Father, we thank you for feeding us at the supper of your Son: sustain 

us with your Spirit, that we may serve you here on earth until our joy is 

complete in heaven, and we share in the eternal banquet with Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 
 

 

 

Please pray for: 

 
The healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for Mike Crossley, Pam Deeker, Edward 
Jacson, Delia Johnson, Kezzy and her family, Ellen Brine, Joan Roscow, Brian Pickford, Jane 

Shepherd and all those known to us who are in need of our prayers,  

The welfare of Christians the world over who risk discrimination and death for their faith 

The refugees the world over who risk death in search of peace and a better life. 
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