
 

Church Diary  
For those wishing to use our church please make sure that you check with either Jan 
or Kirsty first so that it can be booked in the diary.  Otherwise, baptisms, funerals or 
weddings must take priority if your event is not in the diary. 

Church Jobs 
Jeanne Webster has very kindly offered to be a Sacristan and will be trained once 
she is better after a fall. However, it would be helpful if a few more people could also 
offer to help as John and Jan are not always available to set up for Holy Communion. 
Please contact Jan if you would like to know what this job involves. Thank you. 
 

We could do with having another Chalice Assistant to serve occasionally at our 
Holy Communion Services. If you feel able to do so please let Jan know. Training will 
be given. 
 

Team Rector We are all looking forward to welcoming Rev Helen Dawes to our 
Team. This Sunday there will be notices in all the Team Churches, for you to sign for 
the various services and receptions for the licensing of Helen. This would help with 
the arrangements for catering. 

 Firstly the licensing service at St James, on Wednesday 9th September 

starting at 7.00 p.m. with 100 invited guests and a reception in Abbey School 

afterwards. 

 Also volunteers to prepare finger food for the reception. Wine and soft drinks 

will be served. 

 The Team Service at St Peter’s, Sunday 13th September at 11.00 followed by 

coffee in the church hall, then a ‘Shared Finger Food Lunch’ in the church.   

 
Team Retreat  
The Team Retreat will be at Abbey House, Glastonbury 25th – 27th September 2015 
Everyday Disciples. The first disciples were called out of their everyday lives, so how 
should we follow Christ from within ours? This year’s guided retreat, led by  Helen 
Dawes, our new Team Rector will reflect on how we live, witness and grow in faith in 
our everyday world, using times of silence, learning, reflection, worship and 
prayer. For further information, or an application form, please contact: Gillian Cross, 
Tel: 01747 811263 Email: gillian@gilliancross.co.uk 
 

Annual Historic Churches Cycle Ride 
Rodney is cycling again this year and has asked if you will consider sponsoring him, 
the money gets split between the church and the Historic Churches Trust. 
 

STOP PRESS. The Preservation Society stall at the Gillingham and Shaftesbury 
Show took £484. A big thank you to all who baked, buttered, filled, packed and priced 
in preparation and also to those who manned the stall on the rather damp day. 
 
Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Mon, Tues, Fri 9-12, Wed 10-12 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas’, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Sunday 23rd August – Trinity 12 
11.00am Parish Communion   Rev Jan Crossley 

Readings: Joshua 24: 1-2a, 14-18 Ephesians 6: 10-20 John 6: 56-69 
 

Sunday 30th August – Trinity 13 
10.00am Team Service – Margaret Marsh Barn 

 
Sunday 13th September – Trinity 15 
11.00am Team Service – St Peter’s  
Followed by bring and share lunch 

 
Sunday 20th September – Trinity 16 

11.00am Matins  John Porter 
Readings: Jeremiah 11: 18-20 James 3: 13-4:3, 7 & 8 

Mark 9: 30-37 
  

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church.  If you are new to the church or visiting please do 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

Diary Dates: 

Fridays  8.30am  Morning Prayer in Church All Welcome  

August 
Mon 24th    Team office closed all week 

Sun 30th    10.00am  Team Service – Margaret Marsh  

   3.00pm  Baptism of Arto James Woolmington 
September 
Wed 9th    7.00pm   Licensing of the new Team Rector – St James’ 

Fri 11th    0830 – 0930 followed by Holy Communion at 10am  

Sun 13th    11.00am  Team Service – St Peter’s  
       followed by shared lunch  

October  
Sun 4th    11.00am  Harvest Festival St Thomas’ 
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Collect Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than 

we to pray and to give more than either we desire or deserve: pour down upon 

us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our 

conscience is afraid and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to 

ask but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. 

First Reading Joshua 24: 1-2a, 14-18 

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the 

elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented 

themselves before God. 2 And Joshua said to all the people,  
14 ‘Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; 

put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, 

and serve the LORD. 15 Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this 

day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region 

beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but 

as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.’ 
16 Then the people answered, ‘Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD 

to serve other gods; 17 for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our 

ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did 

those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, 

and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18 and the LORD drove out 

before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also 

will serve the LORD, for he is our God.’ 

Second Reading Ephesians 6: 10-20 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11 Put on the 

whole armour of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 

devil. 12 For our[b] struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against 

the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present 

darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore 

take up the whole armour of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that 

evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, and fasten 

the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. 
15 As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the 

gospel of peace. 16 With all of these,[c] take the shield of faith, with which you 

will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet 

of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 Pray in the 

Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and 

always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19 Pray also for me, so that 

when I speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the 

mystery of the gospel,[d] 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I 

may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

 

Gospel Reading  John 6: 56-69 

Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57 Just as 

the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me 

will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not 

like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this 

bread will live for ever.’ 59 He said these things while he was teaching in the 

synagogue at Capernaum. 60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, ‘This 

teaching is difficult; who can accept it?’ 61 But Jesus, being aware that his disciples 

were complaining about it, said to them, ‘Does this offend you? 62 Then what if 

you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the 

spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are 

spirit and life. 64 But among you there are some who do not believe.’ For Jesus 

knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the 

one that would betray him. 65 And he said, ‘For this reason I have told you that 

no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.’ 66 Because of this 

many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 67 So Jesus 

asked the twelve, ‘Do you also wish to go away?’ 68 Simon Peter answered him, 

‘Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We have come 

to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.’[h] 70 Jesus answered 

them, ‘Did I not choose you, the twelve? Yet one of you is a devil.’ 71 He was 

speaking of Judas son of Simon Iscariot,[i] for he, though one of the twelve, was 
going to betray him. 

Post Communion Prayer God of all mercy, in this Eucharist you have set 

aside our sins and given us your healing: grant that we who are made whole in 

Christ may bring that healing to this broken world, in the name of Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 
 

Please pray for: 
The healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for, Pam Deeker, Jan Foot, Edward 
Jacson, Delia Johnson, Kezzy and her family, Joan Roscow, Brian Pickford, Sheelah Turner, 

Jeanne Webste rand all those known to us who are in need of our prayers. 

Wisdom, energy and patience for those grappling with scientific and political 
complexities of climate change. 

For those suffering from war, dictatorship and famine in our world 
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