
 

Tools With a Mission. Thank you for your generous response for tools to be sent 
for refurbishment and then distribution to developing countries. All donations were 
gratefully received and are shortly to be dispatched to where they are most 
needed. Tools can still be donated. And now – there is a real need for sewing 
machines and fabric. Some fabric is used to make bags for the tool kits, while 
other suitable material is given to enterprising people in the developing world, 
enabling them to earn a living. A labelled box will be at the back of the church to 
receive any fabric you can spare. Your support is much appreciated.  
St Thomas’s Church Preservation Society. Thank you to everyone who baked, 
helped, donated and came to our coffee morning on the 5

th
 December. The great 

sum of £544 was raised. A special thank you to Juliette and Geoff Bichard for 
hosting the event.  

Nativity Festival. We enjoyed a successful festival with many visitors, who 
appreciated the diversity of nativity sets on display and the coffee and mince pies 
afterwards. £87 was collected in donations and this will be included in our 
Christmas charitable donations which, this year, will be shared between work 
towards helping both Syrian refugees and in South Sudan. Many thanks to all 
those who loaned nativity sets and helped with setting up and stewarding at the 
festival.  

Diary Date. Saturday 19
th
 March at 7pm in the Melbury Abbas Village Hall; a talk 

by John Blashford-Snell on “the Legend of Livingstone”. 

We received the following offerings and donations over the Christmas 
period: 

 Nativity Festival:   £87 

 Christmas Eve Service  144 

 Christmas morning service  138 

      ___ 

   Total   369 

      === 

We will be sending cheques of £184.50 to Salisbury Diocesan funds for 
South Sudan  and Tear fund for work with Syrian refugees. 

 

Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Mon, Tues, Fri 9-12, Wed 10-12 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

Notice Sheet 
 

Sunday 3rd January 2016 

9.30am Covenant Service – Common Worship Holy Communion 

Sunday 10th January 

No service in St Thomas’s 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church.  If you are new to the church or visiting please 
do introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

January 2016 

Sun 17th   11am    Matins 

Sun 24th    10am   Christian Unity Service at Father’s House  

       No service in St Thomas’s 

Sun 31st   10am    Team service at St Mary’s Motcombe 

       No service in St Thomas’s 

February 

 

Sun 7th   9.30am    Common Worship Holy Communion 

Please pray for: 
The healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for: Bob and Sue Breach, Pam Deeker, 
Jan Foot, Edward Jacson, Joan Roscow, Brian Pickford, Sheelah Turner, Jeanne Webster 

and all those known to us who are in need of our prayers. 

A big thank you to everyone who worked so hard in preparing for our services over 
the Christmas period.  The church looked stunning and we received people who do 
not normally worship with us. 

Our January Breakfast is on Friday 8th from 8.30-9.30 Please let Jan know if yoou 
would like to come. 

There is no service next Sunday. Please note that our service on the 17th will start at 
11am.  As from February our services on the 3rd and 4th week will start at 11.15 am. 

mailto:jan@stmin.org.uk
mailto:office@stmin.org.uk
http://www.stmin.org.uk/


On 24th January there will be no service in our church as we shall join our friends from 
Churches Together in Shaftesbury at Father’s House.  Helen, our Rector, will be preaching 
that day. 

FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 31:7-14  For thus says the LORD: 

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

   and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

proclaim, give praise, and say, 

   „Save, O LORD, your people, 

   the remnant of Israel.‟  

 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

   and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, 

   those with child and those in labour, together; 

   a great company, they shall return here.  

 With weeping they shall come, 

   and with consolations I will lead them back, 

I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

   in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

for I have become a father to Israel, 

   and Ephraim is my firstborn.  Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 

   and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

say, „He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

   and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.‟  

 For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 

   and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.  

 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

   and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 

over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

   and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

their life shall become like a watered garden, 

   and they shall never languish again.  

 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

   and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

I will turn their mourning into joy, 

   I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.  

 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

   and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD.  

   

SECOND READING:  Ephesians 1:3-14 Blessed be the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in 

   

Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless 

before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through 

Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise 

of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In 

him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. 

With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of 

his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a 

plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in 

heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an 

inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him 

who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that 

we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the 

praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were 

marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of 

our inheritance towards redemption as God‟s own people, to the 

praise of his glory.  

GOSPEL READING:  John 1:1-9,10-18  In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 

the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in 

him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  There was a man 

sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify 

to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not 

the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which 

enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  He was in the world, 

and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 

him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 

him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the 

will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became 

flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father‟s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried 

out, „This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead 

of me because he was before me.” ‟) From his fullness we have all 

received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. 

It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father‟s heart, who has made 
him known.  



 

 


