
 

Key Ring Deadline for the March edition is February 9th. 
 

Key Ring Production.  After seven years of dedicated service (and he only said 
he’d help for a few weeks!) Bernard Thomas will be stepping down as Key Ring 
production co-ordinator once the February edition has been distributed. We need 
a volunteer (or small group) to co-ordinate production from February (or March’s 
edition) onwards. The role takes one afternoon a month, plus an hour or so’s 
preparation work earlier in the same week. 
 

Lent Lunches will be held in the Town Hall, Shaftesbury on six consecutive 
Fridays starting Friday 12 February  from 12.00 to 1.30pm.  This is an opportunity 
to meet friends to enjoy home made soup with bread and cheese followed by 
tea/coffee, and at the same time help to make a valuable contribution to the work 
of Christian Aid. St Thomas's will be providing the lunch with The Friends on 
Friday 19 February and  we are seeking offers of soup, help on the day, 
donations towards the cost of the cheese, and items for the Bring and Buy stall.   
If you can help in any of these ways, please contact Ellen Brine (853161) or 
Angela Lane (854506). 
 

The Legend of Livingstone. Our next fundraising event is on Saturday 19th 
March at 7pm in the Village Hall. ‘Colonel John Blashford- Snell will give a talk 
on  'The Legend of Livingstone.' John will give us an in-depth illustrated lecture 
revealing who the real Livingstone was, his achievements, failures and his legacy 
today. He will tell us of the doctor's adventures in Africa, his encounters with lions 
and his discovery of the Victoria Falls. John will bring along the compass of Sir 
Henry Morton Stanley who found Livingstone. It will be a wonderful evening and 
there will be an opportunity to purchase some of John's books for his charity, the 
Scientific Exploration Society. Tickets are £12 each and can be purchased from 
the beginning of February from Jan Crossley on 852545 or Christine Potter on 
851857. This is a joint fundraiser for the church and the village hall. Please 
support this as it will help to pay for our Parish share.  
 

Churches Together in Shaftesbury. Churches Together in Shaftesbury will be 
hosting joint discussion groups during Lent.  It is not too late to sign up for one of 
the 5 week Lent discussion groups commencing week beginning 15th February. 
This year, we will follow a six session study course on the “Beatitudes” by John 
Houghton Groups are being held at various times and venues. Please contact 
Alan Kirkham if you would like further details.  
 

Church Service Timings. The timings of our 11am services have been put back 
by 15 minutes; this is to allow our busy priests to have time to talk to the 
congregation before having to rush off to take their next service. 
 
 

Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Mon - Fri 10am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

 

 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 7th February 

9.30am Parish Communion 

Friday 12th February  

8.30am Breakfast followed by Holy Communion 

Sunday 14th February  

No service in St Thomas’s 

 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church. If you are new to the church or visiting please 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

February 

Sunday 21st 11.15am Parish Communion  

Sunday 28th  11.15am Matins 

March  
 
Sunday 6th  9.30am Parish Communion 
 
Sunday 13th  No service in St Thomas’s 
 
Sunday 20th  11.15am Parish Communion 
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Collect  Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he 

suffered death upon the cross: give us grace to perceive his glory, that we may 

be strengthened to suffer with him and be changed into his likeness, from glory 

to glory; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. 
 

First Reading Exodus 34: 29-35                                                          

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with 

the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of 

his face shone because he had been talking with God. 30 When Aaron and all the 

Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to 

come near him. 31 But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of 

the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. 32 Afterwards all 

the Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the LORD 

had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 33 When Moses had finished speaking with 

them, he put a veil on his face; 34 but whenever Moses went in before the LORD 

to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he 

came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35 the Israelites 

would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses 

would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him. 

 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 3: 12 - 4: 2  

Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, 13 not like Moses, 

who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end 

of the glory that was being set aside. 14 But their minds were hardened. Indeed, 

to this very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil 

is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside. 15 Indeed, to this very day 

whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; 16 but when one turns to 

the Lord, the veil is removed. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit 

of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the 

glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the 

same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, 

the Spirit. 

4 Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we 

do not lose heart. 2 We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we 

refuse to practise cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement 

of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight 

of God.  
 

 

 

Gospel Reading Luke 9: 28-36 [37-43a]                                                     

Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John 

and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And while he was praying, 

the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 
30 Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31 They appeared 

in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish 

at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; 

but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood 

with him. 33 Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is good 

for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and 

one for Elijah’—not knowing what he said. 34 While he was saying this, a cloud 

came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the 

cloud. 35 Then from the cloud came a voice that said, ‘This is my Son, my 

Chosen; listen to him!’ 36 When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. 

And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had 

seen.                                 
37 On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great 

crowd met him. 38 Just then a man from the crowd shouted, ‘Teacher, I beg you 

to look at my son; he is my only child. 39 Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at 

once he shrieks. It throws him into convulsions until he foams at the mouth; it 

mauls him and will scarcely leave him. 40 I begged your disciples to cast it out, 

but they could not.’ 41 Jesus answered, ‘You faithless and perverse generation, 

how much longer must I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.’ 
42 While he was coming, the demon dashed him to the ground in convulsions. 

But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his 

father. 43 And all were astounded at the greatness of God.    
  

Post Communion Holy God, we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ: 

may we who are partakers at his table reflect his life in word and deed, that all 

the world may know his power to change and save. This we ask through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

 
Please pray for: 
The healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for: Bob and Sue Breach, Pam 
Deeker, Jan Foot, Edward Jacson, Joan Roscow, Brian Pickford, Sheelah Turner, Jeanne 

Webster and all those known to us who are in need of our prayers. 
 

Notices Continued... 
Annual Shrove Tuesday Quiz with pancakes organised by Churches Together 
in Shaftesbury in at 7:30pm on Tuesday 9th February at Father’s House. 
 

Coffee Morning on 20th February In support of the "Let's have Real Coffee" 
campaign, St Peter’s are holding a "Coffee 4 Coffee Morning" in the church on 
Saturday 20th February,  at 10am. There will be a produce stall as well as a 
Grand Raffle, a silent auction and, of course, a chance to sample the fresh-
brewed Fairtrade coffee. 
 

The Team Office will be closing early on Wednesday 10th February. 


