
 

Lent Lunches are being held in the Town Hall, Shaftesbury on six consecutive 
Fridays starting from Friday 12 February, from 12.00 to 1.30pm.  This is an 
opportunity to meet friends to enjoy homemade soup with bread and cheese 
followed by tea/coffee, and at the same time help to make a valuable contribution 
to the work of Christian Aid. Thank You very much to those that helped St 
Thomas’ to run the lunch this Friday at the town hall. 
 

 

Karen Gorham our new lady bishop of Sherborne, is to be inducted on Sunday 
6th March at 5.0pm in Sherborne Abbey.  This will be an Evensong based 
service at which everyone is welcome.  The Abbey seats 750-800 people and I've 
been assured there will be seating for us if we would like to attend.  If anyone 
from the parish or Team would like to come along and welcome Karen to our 
benefice perhaps we join up for transport or if enough consider a mini-bus. We 
would need to leave Shaftesbury at 3.30pm or earlier if you wanted to have a tea 
break in Sherborne beforehand. Those interested please telephone Philippa 
01747 812365 or e.mail philippacf@gmail.com 
 
The Legend of Livingstone. Our next fundraising event is on Saturday 19th 
March at 7pm in the Village Hall. ‘Colonel John Blashford- Snell will give a talk 
on  'The Legend of Livingstone.' John will give us an in-depth illustrated lecture 
revealing who the real Livingstone was, his achievements, failures and his legacy 
today. He will tell us of the doctor's adventures in Africa, his encounters with lions 
and his discovery of the Victoria Falls. John will bring along the compass of Sir 
Henry Morton Stanley who found Livingstone. It will be a wonderful evening and 
there will be an opportunity to purchase some of John's books for his charity, the 
Scientific Exploration Society. Tickets are £12 each and can be purchased from 
the beginning of February from Jan Crossley on 852545 or Christine Potter on 
851857. This is a joint fundraiser for the church and the village hall. Please 
support this as it will help to pay for our Parish share.  
 
New Yard Maintenance The cemetery has been given a spring trim and looks a 
bit more kempt. But work in cutting back the brambles and clearing away the old 
pots, tubs, ancient wreaths, clearing litter etc is still needed. We will organise a 
maintenance day when the weather warms up but, in the mean time, if anyone 
has an hour to spare...?! 
 
 

Church Service Timings. The timings of our 11am services have been put back 
by 15 minutes; this is to allow our busy priests to have time to talk to the 
congregation before having to rush off to take their next service. 
 
 

Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Mon - Fri 10am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 21st February 

11.15am Matins 
 

Sunday 28th February  

11.15am Parish Communion  

 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church. If you are new to the church or visiting please 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

February 

Sunday 28th  11.15am Parish Communion 

March  
 
Sunday 6th  9.30am Parish Communion 
 
Sunday 13th  No service in St Thomas’s 
 
Sunday 20th  11.15am Parish Communion 
 
Friday 25th Good Friday Meditation and Quiet Prayer 
 
Sunday 27th Easter Day 10.00am Parish Communion 
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Collect  Almighty God, you show to those who are in error the light of your 

truth, that they may return to the way of righteousness: grant to all those who 

are admitted    into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, that they may reject those 

things    that are contrary to their profession, and follow all such things as are 

agreeable to the same; through our Lord Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading Genesis 15.1-12, 17-18                                                          

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, ‘Do not be 

afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.’ 2 But Abram 

said, ‘O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir 

of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’ 3 And Abram said, ‘You have given me no 

offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.’ 4 But the word of 

the LORD came to him, ‘This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very 

own issue shall be your heir.’ 5 He brought him outside and said, ‘Look towards 

heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.’ Then he said to him, 

‘So shall your descendants be.’ 6 And he believed the LORD; and the LORD[b] 

reckoned it to him as righteousness. 7 Then he said to him, ‘I am the LORD who 

brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.’ 8 But he 

said, ‘O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?’ 9 He said to him, 

‘Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three 

years old, a turtle-dove, and a young pigeon.’ 10 He brought him all these and cut 

them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds 

in two. 11 And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove 

them away. 12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a 
deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him. 

17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire-pot and a 

flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a 

covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To your descendants I give this land, from the 
river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates. 

Second Reading Philippians 3.17 - 4.1 

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according 

to the example you have in us. 18 For many live as enemies of the cross of 

Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19 Their 

end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their 

minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from 

there that we are expecting a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. 21 He will 

transform the body of our humiliation so that it may be conformed to the body 

of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to 

himself. 4 1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy 

and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.  
 

 

 

Gospel Reading Luke 13.31-35                                                     

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, ‘Get away from here, 

for Herod wants to kill you.’ 32 He said to them, ‘Go and tell that fox for me, 

“Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, 

and on the third day I finish my work. 33 Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day 

I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed away 

from Jerusalem.” 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 

stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your 

children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were 

not willing! 35 See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me 

until the time comes when you say, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name 

of the Lord.”’  

    

Post Communion Almighty God, you see that we have no power of ourselves 

to help ourselves: keep us both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our 

souls; that we may be defended from all adversities    which may happen to the 

body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Please pray for: 
The healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for: Bob and Sue Breach, Pam 

Deeker, Edward Jacson, Joan Roscow, Brian Pickford, Sheelah Turner, and all those 
known to us who are in need of our prayers. 
 

Notices Continued... 
 
Dorset’s first Dementia Friendly conference takes place at Athelhampton 
House near Dorchester on 18th March, 10am – 4pm, is free and includes lunch. It 
is an opportunity for people to find out how they can get involved in finding simple 
ways to support people with dementia living in their communities. There will be 
an item on dementia friendly churches along with many other talks and 
workshops. Katy in the Team Office has a copy of the booking form or you can 
email admindorset@alzheimers.org.uk for more information.  
 
THIS IS GETTING DESPERATE! WE STILL NEED A KEYRING PRODUCTION 
CO-ORDINATOR. Bernard Thomas has stepped down as Key Ring production 
co-ordinator. We need a volunteer (or a small group) to co-ordinate production 
from February (for March’s edition) onwards. The role takes one afternoon a 
month, plus an hour or so’s preparation work earlier in the same week. The 
March Key Ring is already in preparation, please consider whether you can help. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+15.1-12%2C17-18&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-367b

