
 

Lent Lunches are still being held in the Town Hall, consecutive Fridays on 11th 
and 18th March, from 12.00 to 1.30pm.  This is an opportunity to meet friends to 
enjoy homemade soup with bread and cheese followed by tea/coffee, and at the 
same time help to make a valuable contribution to the work of Christian Aid. 
Melbury Abbas and the Friends held a very successful and happy lunch resulting 
in a total of £415 for Christian Aid.  

The Legend of Livingstone The Legend of Livingstone on Saturday 20th March, 
in the Village Hall at 7pm.  Tickets are selling well. So as not to be disappointed, 
please make sure that you purchase your tickets as soon as possible from either 
Jan or John. The tickets are £12 and there will be a cash bar on the night. 
 
Our next joint venture with the Village Hall Committee is ‘An Auction of 
Promises’ which will take place on Saturday 23rd April in the Village Hall. Our 
auctioneer for the evening is our own Nigel Kay. We need items to auction. 
These can be anything from making a Victoria sponge cake to washing 
someone’s car. The sky is the limit. Please, sign the list at the back of the church 
is you can offer a promise. Thank you. Although this will help our church 
financially it is a wonderful way of bringing the community together. Please 
support this event if you can, even if you don’t think that you can promise 
anything. 
 
New Yard Maintenance The cemetery has been given a spring trim and looks a 
bit more kempt. But work in cutting back the brambles and clearing away the old 
pots, tubs, ancient wreaths, clearing litter etc is still needed. We will organise a 
maintenance day when the weather warms up but, in the mean time, if anyone 
has an hour to spare...?! 
 

Key ring co-ordinator: Michael Pattison has offered to be Key Ring production 
co-ordinator for the summer months, when he is in the UK but we still desperately 
need someone to cover the winter. 
 
Many thanks to Ellen Brine and the ladies who helped to make the Mothering 
Posies. As usual they are delightful. 
 
Doctor Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury, will be visiting St 
Mary's School, Shaftesbury and giving a short talk about the challenges facing 
faith in the 21st-century. The date : Friday, March 18 at 3.20. All are welcome, 
however booking is required. 01747 857149 / 852416. 
 

 
 

 
 

Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545 Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Mon - Fri 10am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 6th March  

9.30am Parish Communion  
 

Sunday 13th March  

No Service at St Thomas’s  

 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church. If you are new to the church or visiting please 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

 
March  
 
Friday 11th  8.30-9.30am Breakfast 

 
10.00 Parish Communion  
 
12.15pm A Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Brian Pickford 

 
Sunday 13th  No service in St Thomas’s 
 
Sunday 20th  11.15am Palm Sunday Service  

Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion 
 
Friday 25th Good Friday Meditation and Quiet Prayer 
 
Sunday 27th Easter Day 10.00am Parish Communion 
 
 
April 
 
Sunday 3rd 9.30am Parish Communion 
 
Sunday 10th  No service in St Thomas’s 
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Collect  God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 

shared the life of a home in Nazareth, and on the cross drew the whole 

human family to himself: strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and in 

sorrow we may know the power of your presence to bind together and 

to heal; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

First Reading Exodus 2.1-10                                                                 

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 
2 The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a 

fine baby, she hid him for three months. 3 When she could hide him no 

longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen 

and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the 

bank of the river. 4 His sister stood at a distance, to see what would 
happen to him. 5 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the 

river, while her attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket 

among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. 6 When she opened it, she 

saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. ‘This must be one 

of the Hebrews’ children,’ she said. 7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s 

daughter, ‘Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to 

nurse the child for you?’ 8 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So the girl 

went and called the child’s mother. 9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take 

this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.’ So the 

woman took the child and nursed it. 10 When the child grew up, she 

brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She 

named him Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I drew him out of the water.’ 

Second Reading Colossians 3.12-17 
 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one 

another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each 

other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 
14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together 

in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 

which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all 

wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him. 

 

Gospel Reading John 19.25-27              

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his 

mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When 

Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, 

he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ 27 Then he said to the 

disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her 

into his own home. 

Post Communion  Loving God, as a mother feeds her children at the 

breast you feed us in this sacrament with the food and drink of eternal 

life: help us who have tasted your goodness to grow in grace within the 
household of faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Please pray for: 
For Sara and David, Brian Pickford’s children, who are mourning the loss of their Father. 
The healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for: Bob and Sue Breach, Pam 

Deeker, Edward Jacson, Brian Pickford, Sheelah Turner, and all those known to us who 
are in need of our prayers. 
 

 
Notices Continued... 
 

 


