
 

Electoral Roll Please could those on the Roll check their details on the list in the 
porch to see if they are correct. 
 
Team Office Closures Please note that the Team Office is closed on Mon 25th 
April and Wed 27th April. 
 
Kirsty Wells will be ordained this June in Salisbury Cathedral and begin her 
curacy in Sturminster Newton. That means we shall have to say goodbye to her 
here in the Shaftesbury Team Ministry after a number of years worshipping with 
us, three of them as our ordinand. Kirsty’s farewell will happen at our Team 
Service on Sunday 29th May at 10am. The service will take place at St Mary’s, 
Compton Abbas (provided we can sort out the practicalities of parking). We would 
like to send Kirsty off with a gift to remember us by – anyone who would like to 
contribute is invited to send cash or a cheque to the Team Treasurer, John Hunt 
(cheques payable to ‘Shaftesbury Team Ministry’) or hand your contribution to one 
of the churchwardens or clergy, who will pass it on. Please could all contributions 
be with us by Sunday 8th May at the latest. 

Team Service The Team Service on 29th May will be in St James, not in Compton 
Abbas as hoped (and as it will say in Key Ring), as key absences make it difficult 
for Compton to host us this time. We will look to schedule a Team Service in St 
Mary’s, Compton Abbas during 2017.  

 
Dementia Friendly Shaftesbury. On Wednesday 18th May, during Dementia 
Awareness Week, there will be a Pop-up Cake and Coffee shop in the Friends 
Meeting House in support of Dementia Friendly Shaftesbury, an initiative which 
aims to increase awareness of the problems faced by people in our town with 
dementia, and seek ways of solving some of those problems, so that people 
are enabled to lead as full a life as possible for as long as possible. The event, 
organised by Churches Together, is from 10am till 3pm. If you would like to offer 
help with organising the event or can make cakes, serve on the day etc, please 
contact Elizabeth Preston 01747 850654 or liz@stmin.org.uk  

 
A Stitch in Time Due to a serious wrist injury Lynda Maynard of Motcombe is no 
longer able to continue as main stitcher for the chancel kneeler tapestry project 
started some two years ago.  This has been a huge undertaking on our behalf in St 
James church for which we are most grateful; however we now need an 
experienced stitcher to take over training/managing the other embroiderers and 
housing the large stretcher board on which the work in progress is fixed.  Any 
ideas as to who might be suitable for this would be gratefully appreciated.  Please 
telephone Philippa 01747 812365 or e.mail philippacf@gmail.com. 

 
 
 

Contacts: Rev Jan Crossley Tel: 852545  Email jan@stmin.org.uk  

Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 24th April - 5th Sunday of Easter 

11.15am Matins 
 

 

Sunday 1st May – Rogation Sunday 

9.30am Rogation Service at Manor Farm 

With thanks to Nigel and Hannah 

 

Sunday 8th May 

No service in St Thomas’s 

 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church. If you are new to the church or visiting please 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

 
May 
 

Friday 6th  10.00  Parish Communion 
 

Sunday 8th  No service in St Thomas’s 
 

Friday 13th  8.30-9.30 Breakfast  
   

10.00  Parish Communion 
 

Sunday 15th  11.15  Parish Communion 
 

Sunday 22nd 11.15  Matins 
 

Sunday 29th No Service in St Thomas’s 
 

10.00   Team Service at Compton Abbas 

 
 

mailto:jan@stmin.org.uk
mailto:office@stmin.org.uk
http://www.stmin.org.uk/


Collect   

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have 

overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that, as by 

your grace going before us    you put into our minds good desires, so by your 

continual help we may bring them to good effect; through Jesus Christ our risen 

Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. 

 

First Reading  Acts 11.1-18 

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles 

had also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 

circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, ‘Why did you go to uncircumcised 

men and eat with them?’ 4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, 

saying, 5 ‘I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There 

was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by 

its four corners; and it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-

footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice 

saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” 8 But I replied, “By no means, Lord; 

for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” 9 But a second time 

the voice answered from heaven, “What God has made clean, you must not call 

profane.” 10 This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to 

heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at 

the house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to 

make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied 

me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the angel 

standing in his house and saying, “Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called 

Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will 

be saved.” 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had 

upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he 

had said, “John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.” 17 If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed 

in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?’ 18 When they 

heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, ‘Then God has 

given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.’ 

 

Second Reading Revelation 21. 1-6 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the 

new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be 

his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4 he will wipe every tear from 

their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no 

more, for the first things have passed away.’ 5 And the one who was seated on 

the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for 

these words are trustworthy and true.’ 6 Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I am 

the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give 

water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.  

 

Gospel Reading John 13.31-35  

When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 

God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also 

glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you 

only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say 

to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” 34 I give you a new 

commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 

should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 

if you have love for one another.’ 

 

Post Communion  

Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: grant us 

to walk in his way, to rejoice in his truth, and to share his risen life; who is alive 

and reigns, now and for ever. 

 

 
Please pray for: 

The healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for: Bob and Sue Breach, Pam 
Deeker, Edward Jacson, Sheelah Turner and all those known to us who are in 
need of our prayers. 
 

We commend to God’s care and keeping those who have died and we pray for the 
family of Joan Roscow. The funeral will take place in the church on Wednesday 
27th April. More details in next week’s pew sheet.     

 


