
 

  
Notices and Dates for your diaries: 

 

 

The Revd Jan Crossley’ Farewell to St Thomas’s. Jan’s last service in St 
Thomas’s before her retirement took place on 24th July and was followed by drinks 
and a buffet lunch in the village hall. Thank you to all those who helped with the 
food, drinks, parking etc. It was much appreciated by Jan who has sent us a card – 
which is on the notice board in the church – in which she thanks everyone for the 
framed picture of St Thomas’s and for the flowers and vouchers.  
 

The Revd Jan Crossley’s Replacement. We are delighted to welcome the Revd 
Simon Chambers who will have pastoral oversight of St Thomas’s in Jan’s stead. 
Services in Melbury will continue to be taken by clergy and lay ministers from 
across the Team in the usual way, but Simon will be the member of the clergy 

team who works with the PCC to oversee their mission to the parish. 

 

Ride and Stride 10th September. This is an opportunity for us to sponsor church 
members to raise money for our church and for the Dorset Historic Church’s Trust. 
For those who are interested please speak to Rodney Atwood. 
 
 

Open House Shaftesbury was opened a year ago and has helped over 150 
people. It is staffed by volunteers from various churches every Tuesday morning at 
Fathers House Church. The service provides help with food aid and emergency 
aid, benefit advice, housing support, debt and monetary support, job club or just 
somewhere for a coffee and chat. These services have an increasing demand and 
more volunteers are needed. If you feel you could help with any of the duties or 
would like to know more (there is a training session on 6th September), please 
contact Helen Croud 07712 481835 helen.croud@fathershouseshaftesbury.co.uk 
or Alan Kirkham 01747 853515 alanjean.kirkham@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 

Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 
 

 

Sunday 7th August – Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 14th August – Blessed Virgin Mary 

No service in St Thomas’s 

 

Sunday 21st August – Thirteenth  

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church. If you are new to the church or visiting, please 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:office@stmin.org.uk
http://www.stmin.org.uk/


Collect  
O God, you declare your almighty power most chiefly in showing mercy 

and pity: mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, that we, 

running the way of your commandments, may receive your gracious 

promises, and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure; through 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading Genesis 15: 1-6 
 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, ‘Do 

not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.’ 
2 But Abram said, ‘O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue 

childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’ 3 And Abram 

said, ‘You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is 

to be my heir.’ 4 But the word of the LORD came to him, ‘This man shall 

not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.’ 5 He 

brought him outside and said, ‘Look towards heaven and count the stars, 

if you are able to count them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your 

descendants be.’ 6 And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it 

to him as righteousness. 

 

Second Reading Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-16 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 

not seen. 2 Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we 

understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that 

what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that 

he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where 

he was going. 9 By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been 

promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who 

were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he looked forward to the 
city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 By faith 

he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and 

Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had 

promised. 12 Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, 

descendants were born, ‘as many as the stars of heaven and as the 

innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.’ 
13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from 

a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were 

strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14 for people who speak in this way 

make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been 
thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had 

opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, 

a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; 

indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

 

Gospel Reading Luke 12: 32-40 

Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 

you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for 

yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where 

no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also. 
35 ‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who are 

waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they 

may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed 

are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell 

you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will 

come and serve them. 38 If he comes during the middle of the night, or 

near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
39 ‘But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the 

thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You 

also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.’ 

 

Post Communion  

Lord of all mercy, we your faithful people have celebrated that one true 

sacrifice which takes away our sins and brings pardon and peace: by our 

communion keep us firm on the foundation of the gospel and preserve us 

from all sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

Please pray for: 

The healing and wholeness in body mind and spirit for: Pam Deeker and all those 
known to us who are in need of our prayers. 
 

We pray for our link diocese in South Sudan. 
 
 
 

 


