
 

Notices and Dates for your diaries: 
 

Future Services in St Thomas’s. There will be a Team service in St 
Thomas’s at 10am on 30th October. Our Remembrance Day service will be on 
13th November at 10.45am. 
 
PCC Meeting. There will be a PCC meeting at 7pm on Wednesday 5th October 
in the church. 
 
Sponsorship. Harriet Atwood would like to thank all those who have been 
sponsoring her for her 1000-mile cycle. She is close to her target, and hopes 
very much to collect sponsorship money in the next couple of weeks. She is 
very grateful for everyone's support. 
 
Our Deanery Link - Sudans Day 2016 
Our link with the Lui Diocese in South Sudan continues with the all-day 
meeting in the Shaftesbury School hall, on Saturday 8th October. A provisional 
programme for the day can be found at www.salisbury.anglican.org under 
news and events. 
 
Team Office will be closed The Team Office will be closed from Monday 3rd 
October until Friday 7th October inclusive.  
 
Westminster Memorial Hospital There is to be another meeting to discuss 
the proposals of the closure of the 16 beds at the Westminster Memorial 
Hospital. Please do come along, even if you were at the first meeting, as there 
was a lot for us all to take in on the first evening. This meeting is on 3rd 
October at 7pm in the Shaftesbury School by the Medical Centre. Parking 
extremely limited – please walk to the event if possible Jan 
 
Fairtrade Tea There will be a Fairtrade Tea at the Friends Meeting House on 
Saturday October 8th 2.30-4.30pm. Tea, coffee, biscuits and cakes – all 
Fairtrade – will be on offer. Also a number of Fairtrade and local produce stalls 
including traidcraft, various crafts from Africa, a video will be shown on Trade 
Justice and collection made for Tools for self-reliance. Entry and refreshments 
are free but donations welcome to cover expenses.  
 
Keyring The copy deadline for November Keyring is items to the editor – 
keyring@stimin.org.uk by 5pm on Friday 14th October.  
 
Christian Aid Harvest Lunch in Shaftesbury Town Hall on Friday October 7th 
12 noon-1.30pm. Bring & Buy, Traidcraft, All Welcome.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 
 

 

Sunday 2nd October – Harvest Festival 

9.30am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 9th October – Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 

No Service at St Thomas’s  

 

Sunday 16th October – Twenty First after Trinity 

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

 

 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church. If you are new to the church or visiting, please 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 
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Collect  

Creator God, You made the goodness of the land, the riches of the sea and the 

rhythm of the seasons; as we thank you for the harvest, may we cherish and 

respect this planet and its peoples, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 26: 1-11 

When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an 

inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2 you shall take some 

of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that 

the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the 

place that the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3 You shall 

go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, ‘Today I declare to 

the LORD your God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our 

ancestors to give us.’ 4 When the priest takes the basket from your hand and 

sets it down before the altar of the LORD your God, 5 you shall make this 

response before the LORD your God: ‘A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; 

he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there 

he became a great nation, mighty and populous. 6 When the Egyptians treated us 

harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labour on us, 7 we cried to the LORD, 

the God of our ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our 

toil, and our oppression. 8 The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand 

and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and 

wonders; 9 and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing 

with milk and honey. 10 So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that 

you, O LORD, have given me.’ You shall set it down before the LORD your God 

and bow down before the LORD your God. 11 Then you, together with the 

Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty 

that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house. 

 

Second Reading: Philippians 4: 4-9 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 

excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
9 Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and 

seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading: John 6: 25-35 

When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him, ‘Rabbi, 

when did you come here?’ 26 Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you are 

looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the 

loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures 

for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the 

Father has set his seal.’ 28 Then they said to him, ‘What must we do to perform 

the works of God?’ 29 Jesus answered them, ‘This is the work of God, that you 

believe in him whom he has sent.’ 30 So they said to him, ‘What sign are you 

going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you 

performing? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, 

“He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”’ 32 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Very 

truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is 

my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is 

that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.’ 34 They said to 

him, ‘Sir, give us this bread always.’ 35 Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. 

Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will 

never be thirsty.  

 

Post Communion 

Lord of the harvest, with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in 

creation and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom: By your 

grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us and make us generous 

and wise stewards of the good things we enjoy; Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Notices Continued… 
 
Thank you from Water Aid The Team has received a letter from Water Aid, 
who were the recipient of the collection at the Revd Jan Crossley’s last team 
service at Margaret Marsh. The money is being used in similar projects like 
the one in Lovasoa, a remote region of Madagascar where the fresh water 
supply has recently been ‘turned on’ for the village after installing a gravity 
fed system that provides water to 390 people in the community. Water Aid 
expressed their thanks for the donation made. 
  

 

 

 

 
 


