
 

 
Notices and Dates for your diaries: 

 

PCC Meeting. The next PCC meeting will take place on Friday 3rd 
February at 7pm at Greenlands House, Foots Hill. 
 

Save Our Beds 
Please fill in the Dorset Clinical Commissioning Group Questionnaire 
which must reach  the DCCG by Tuesday 28th February. This can also be 
done online at www.dorsetvision.nhs.uk/feedback. Questionnaires can be 
found in our churches, from the hospital, doctor's surgery or library and 
can be sent freepost. Page 2 is relevant to N. Dorset and pages 5 & 6 
allow other comments. Please state  why you personally feel it important 
to keep our beds in Shaftesbury. This is what the commissioning body are 
interested in. Many thanks. Rev Jan Crossley. 

 
Churches Together On behalf of Shaftesbury Churches Together, may I 
encourage you to come and join us at next Sunday’s United Service. 
Much of the content will follow Anglican liturgy and the speaker will be 
Revd. Keith Powell, Rector of Middlezoy with Othery, Moorlinch and 
Greinton and Renewal Advisor for the Diocese of Bath & Wells. There 
will, I believe, be refreshments before the service, which commences at 
10:30 and refreshments afterwards with the opportunity to enjoy 
fellowship with members from the various churches in Shaftesbury. 
Father’s House are kindly hosting the service and have ample space for 
car parking. Please let me know if you need directions to find the car park 
entrance.       Alan Kirkham – Shaftesbury Churches Together 

Volunteering Opportunity: School Governance 
There is a a vacancy for a foundation governor in each of Shaftesbury 
secondary school, Motcombe primary school and Shaftesbury primary 
school. After Easter there will also be a vacancy for a foundation director 
of the multi trust academy the schools belong to. Please speak to Rev 
Helen Dawes if what to know more about the roles.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 
 

Sunday 15th January – Second Sunday of Epiphany  

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 22nd January – Third Sunday of Epiphany  

No Service at St Thomas’s 

10.00am Service at Father’s House - Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity 

 

Sunday 29th January – Candlemas  

10.00am Team Communion at St Peter’s 

 

Sunday 5th February – Fourth Sunday before Lent  

9.30am Parish Communion 

 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church. If you are new to the church or visiting, please 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

 

 

http://www.dorsetvision.nhs.uk/feedback
mailto:office@stmin.org.uk
http://www.stmin.org.uk/


Collect   
Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform the poverty of 
our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever.  
 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 49.1-7  
Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The 
Lord called me before I was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he 
named me.  
He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he 
hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away.  
And he said to me, ‘You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’  
But I said, ‘I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing 
and vanity; 
yet surely my cause is with the Lord, and my reward with my God.’  
And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to 
bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am 
honoured in the sight of the Lord,    and my God has become my 
strength—  he says, ‘It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to 
raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; 
I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the 
end of the earth.’  
Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one 
deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, 
‘Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and they shall prostrate 
themselves, because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, 
who has chosen you.’  
  
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1.1-9  
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our 
brother Sosthenes, to the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who 
are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those 
who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their 
Lord and ours:  
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 
has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been 
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— just as the 
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— so that you are 
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you 
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
 
Gospel Reading: John 1.29-42 
The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, ‘Here is 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom 
I said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.” I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for 
this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.’ And John testified, ‘I saw 
the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I 
myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water 
said to me, “He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the 
one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And I myself have seen and have 
testified that this is the Son of God.’  
 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as 
he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of 
God!’ The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are 
you looking for?’ They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means 
Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ He said to them, ‘Come and see.’ 
They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him 
that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who 
heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
He first found his brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the 
Messiah’ (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who 
looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You are to be called 
Cephas’ (which is translated Peter).  
 
 
Post Communion Prayer  
God of glory, you nourish us with your Word who is the bread of life: fill us 
with your Holy Spirit that through us the light of your glorymay shine in all 
the world.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 


