
 

 
Notices and Dates for your diaries: 

 

Save Our Beds. Please fill in the Dorset Clinical Commissioning Group 
Questionnaire which must reach the DCCG by Tuesday 28th February. 
This can also be done online at www.dorsetvision.nhs.uk/feedback. 
Questionnaires can be found in our churches, from the hospital, doctor's 
surgery or library and can be sent freepost. Page 2 is relevant to N. 
Dorset and pages 5 & 6 allow other comments. Please state why you 
personally feel it important to keep our beds in Shaftesbury. This is what 
the commissioning body are interested in. Many thanks. Rev Jan 
Crossley. 
 

Volunteering Opportunity: School Governance. There is a vacancy for 
a foundation governor in each of Shaftesbury secondary schools; 
Motcombe primary school and Shaftesbury primary school. After Easter 
there will also be a vacancy for a foundation director of the multi trust 
academy the schools belong to. Please speak to Rev Helen Dawes if 
what to know more about the roles.  
 

Christmas Offerings. Our Christmas offerings totalled £261 which 
together with £234 collected in smartie tubes comes to just under £500, 
so we will be sending cheques for £250 to each of our designated 
charities for 2016, viz: Dorset Historic Churches Trust and Medecins sans 
Frontieres 
 

Key Ring Subscriptions. A reminder that subscriptions are now due for 
2017 and remain at £5 for the year: Payments can be made by cash, or 
cheque made payable to PCC of Melbury Abbas, to Alan Kirkham [Tel 
01747 853515].  
 

North Transcept Window. Jon Dakin and Rodney Atwood have started 
to plan the work for the cleaning and repair of the North Transcept 
window. Advice has been taken from the Cathedral Works Department 
and quotes obtained. A pause for some fund raising work is now needed 
but, with some help from the Preservation Society, light may soon flood in 
again to our rather dark transcept. 
 

The Churches Together Lent groups are a good opportunity to get 
together with other Christians to reflect on God's word and what it might 
be saying to us. There are nine groups and the list is available at the back 
of the church this Sunday and next Sunday for you to sign up. I hope you 
will consider joining one of the groups. If you have any questions ring 
Elizabeth (01747 850654)  

 
 

 

 

Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 
 

Sunday 5th February – Fourth Sunday before Lent  

9.30am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 12th February – Third Sunday before Lent 

No Service at St Thomas’s 

 

Sunday 19th February  - Second Sunday before Lent 

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church. If you are new to the church or visiting, please 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 
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Collect   
O God, you know us to be set in the midst of so many and great dangers, 
that by reason of the frailty of our nature we cannot always stand upright: 
grant to us such strength and protection as may support us in all dangers and 
carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 
is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 58.1-9a  

Shout out, do not hold back! 
   Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
Announce to my people their rebellion, 
   to the house of Jacob their sins.  
Yet day after day they seek me 
   and delight to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that practised righteousness 
   and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
they ask of me righteous judgements, 
   they delight to draw near to God.  
‘Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
   Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?’ 
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast-day, 
   and oppress all your workers.  
Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
   and to strike with a wicked fist. 
Such fasting as you do today 
   will not make your voice heard on high.  
Is such the fast that I choose, 
   a day to humble oneself? 
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
   and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
Will you call this a fast, 
   a day acceptable to the Lord?  

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, 
   to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, 
   and to break every yoke?  
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
   and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them, 
   and not to hide yourself from your own kin?  
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
   and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your 
rearguard.  
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he 
will say, Here I am.  

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2.1-12 

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the 
mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know 
nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I came to you 
in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and my 
proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on 
human wisdom but on the power of God.  Yet among the mature we do 
speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this 
age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and 
hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers 
of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory. But, as it is written, 
‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, 
what God has prepared for those who love him’—  
these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God. For what human being knows what is 
truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one 
comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now we have 
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we 
may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.  
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 5.13-20   
‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness 
be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled 
under foot.  ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on 
the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father in heaven. ‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the 
law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfil. For truly I tell you, 
until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, 
will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks 
one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, 
will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and 
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, 
unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Post Communion Prayer  
Go before us, Lord, in all we do with your most gracious favour, and guide us 
with your continual help, that in all our works begun, continued and ended in 
you, we may glorify your holy name, and finally by your mercy receive 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


