
 

 
Notices and Dates for your diaries: 

 

Lent Groups. It is not too late to sign up for a Lent Group. The lists are at 
the back of church and there still spaces in some groups. If you would like 
to join one, either ring the relevant leader, see Alan Kirkham or 
contact Elizabeth Preston on 01747 840654 to add your name to one of 
the groups, which start the week beginning 6th March.  
 
Save Our Beds. Please fill in the Dorset Clinical Commissioning Group 
Questionnaire which must reach the DCCG by Tuesday 28th February. 
This can also be done online at www.dorsetvision.nhs.uk/feedback. 
Questionnaires can be found in our churches, from the hospital, doctor's 
surgery or library and can be sent freepost. Page 2 is relevant to N. 
Dorset and pages 5 & 6 allow other comments. Please state why you 
personally feel it important to keep our beds in Shaftesbury. This is what 
the commissioning body are interested in. Many thanks. Rev Jan 
Crossley. 
 

Key Ring Subscriptions. A reminder that subscriptions are now due for 
2017 and remain at £5 for the year: Payments can be made by cash, or 
cheque made payable to PCC of Melbury Abbas, to Alan Kirkham [Tel 
01747 853515].  
 

Team Service for Ash Wednesday There will be a Team Service at St 
Mary’s, Motcombe on Wednesday 1st March at 7.00pm.  
Lent Lunches. Lent Lunches will be held in the Town Hall, Shaftesbury 
on six consecutive Fridays starting Friday 3 March from 12.00 to 1.30pm.  
This is an opportunity to meet friends to enjoy home made soup with 
bread and cheese followed by tea/coffee, and at the same time help to 
make a valuable contribution to the work of Christian Aid. St Thomas's will 
be providing the lunch with The Friends on Friday 17 March and  we are 
seeking offers of soup, help on the day, donations towards the cost of the 
cheese, and items for the Bring and Buy stall. If you can help in any of 
these ways, please contact Ellen Brine (853161) or Angela Lane 
(854506). Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 
 

 

Sunday 26th February  - Sunday before Lent 

11.15am Matins 

With Baptism of Thomas Alec Haime 

 

Sunday 5th March  - First Sunday of Lent 

9.30am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 12th March  - Second Sunday of Lent 

No service at St Thomas’s 

 

 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church. If you are new to the church or visiting, please 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 
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Collect   

Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he 
suffered death upon the cross: give us grace to perceive his glory, 
that we may be strengthened to suffer with him and be changed 
into his likeness, from glory to glory; who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 

 
First Reading: Exodus 24.12-18 

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain, and wait 
there; and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the 
commandment, which I have written for their instruction.’ So Moses 
set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the 
mountain of God. To the elders he had said, ‘Wait here for us, until 
we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever 
has a dispute may go to them.’  

 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the 
mountain. The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the 
cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses 
out of the cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was 
like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the 
people of Israel. Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the 
mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty 
nights.  

 

 

Second Reading: 2 Peter 1.16-21 

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known 
to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had 
been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honour and 
glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by 
the Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom 
I am well pleased.’ We ourselves heard this voice come from 
heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain.  

 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will 
do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, 
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. First  

 

of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a 
matter of one’s own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came 
by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke 
from God. 

 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 17.1-9 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his 
brother John and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. And 
he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, 
and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to 
them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, 
‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three 
dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ 
While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud a voice said, ‘This is my Son, the 
Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!’ When the 
disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by 
fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, ‘Get up and do not 
be afraid.’ And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus 
himself alone.  

 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, 
‘Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been 
raised from the dead.’  

 
 
 


