
 

Notices and Dates for your diaries: 

TEAM CURATE. Kevin Martin, who is joining the Team as Curate, will be 
ordained in a special service at St Peters on the evening of 27th September by 
Bishop Nicholas.  

REVD SIMON CHAMBERS will be on extended leave until November.  

STEWARDSHIP: PCC Treasurer Alan Kirkham reports that the PCC wrote to 
all sixty-two people on the Electoral Roll to invite them to participate in a 
stewardship programme. They asked members to consider not only their 
regular giving to the church, but also what they could give in time and talents. 
Regarding our finances, the sixty-two were informed that running costs and 
contribution towards clergy amounts to about £2,350 per month. Compared to 
income, this leads to a monthly shortfall of about £350. So far twenty-eight 
members have answered. From these we now have four new regular givers, 
whilst a further eleven existing givers have increased their contribution. Overall 
this has resulted in an additional £160 per month, nearly halving the shortfall. 
We do however have more work to balance our finances, and would welcome 
ideas. 

The NORTH TRANSEPT WINDOW has been removed for cleaning and 
restoration. The Preservation Society have kindly agreed to pay for this 
necessary work. 

The PATTERN OF MONTHLY SERVICES AT ST THOMAS’S has changed. 
The first Sunday will be a communion at 9.30 a.m. as before, the second 
Sunday a communion at 11:15 a.m. and the fourth Sunday Matins at 11:15 a.m. 

TEAM OFFICE Please note the Team office will be closed between Monday 
18th September and Friday 22nd September inclusive.  

PILGRIM – A COURSE FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNEY Jeremy Mais & John 
Fuller are leading a two stage Pilgrim course (the first stage is led by Jeremy & 
is titled ‘Follower’, the 2nd  is titled ‘Growing in faith’, and is looking at the 
Creeds. They are both held over 6 weeks in St Peter’s Church Hall starting in 
October – leaflets and posters are in church & more information is in the 
September keyring. For more information please contact Jeremy 858931 or 
John 850079. 

PRAYER DAY On 28th October between 10.30am and 4pm there is a ‘What is 
prayer’ day led by Rev Liz Palin (Gloucester Diocese) at East Stour Village Hall. 
For booking details please see the poster in church.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email: office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk 

 www.shaftesbury cofe.org.uk   
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

 

Sunday 10th September – The Blessed Virgin Mary 

11.15am – Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 17th September – Fourteenth after Trinity 

No Service at St Thomas’s 

 

Sunday 24th September – Fifteenth after Trinity 

11.15am - Matins 

 

Welcome to St Thomas’s Church. If you are new to the church or visiting, please 
introduce yourself to one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Collect 

Almighty God, who looked upon the lowliness of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and chose her to be the mother of your only Son: grant that we 
who are redeemed by his blood may share with her in the glory of 
your eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  

First Reading Isaiah 61.10,11  

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
   my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
   to spring up before all the nations.  

  

Second Reading Galatians 4.4-7 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under 
the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because 
you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if 
a child then also an heir, through God.  

 

Gospel Reading Luke 1.46-55  

And Mary said, 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord,  
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,  
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name.  
His mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation.  

He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
   and lifted up the lowly;  
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and sent the rich away empty.  
He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy,  
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

God most high, whose handmaid bore the Word made flesh: we thank 
you that in this sacrament of our redemption you visit us with your 
Holy Spirit and overshadow us by your power; strengthen us to walk 
with Mary the joyful path of obedience and so to bring forth the fruits 
of holiness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 


