
 

 
Notices and Dates for your diaries: 

 

REVD SIMON CHAMBERS will be on extended leave until November. 
  

THE TEAM OFFICE will be closed for one day on Tuesday October 24th.  
 
PCC NOTICE IN SPREADEAGLE: please read the PCC’s appeal in the 
recent edition and consider whether you could help. 

 

THE NORTH TRANSEPT WINDOW is now cleaned and repaired and back 
in place. The PCC is very grateful to the Preservation Society for its 
generosity in funding this essential work. The Society’s next event is a 
flower arranging demonstration at 3.00pm Friday 27th October in the Village 
Hall. 

 

HANNAH AND NIGEL KAY’S COFFEE MORNING for Macmillan Nurses 
raised £613, thanks to support from many villagers.  
 

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY ANNUAL QUIZ NIGHT, SATURDAY 28 
OCTOBER 2017 The popular Children’s Society Annual Quiz Night takes 
place in Motcombe Memorial Hall on Saturday 28 October 2017.  Doors 
open at 7.00PM with the quiz starting at 7.30PM for this well-established, 
light-hearted evening of brain-teasers.  Teams of up to six are invited to take 
part and enjoy a generous ploughman’s supper, including dessert and 
coffee. Tickets are £10 per head and are available from Karen Dickson (Tel: 
855343). Please support this important fund-raising event by enjoying a fun-
filled evening with friends. 
 

 

TEAM SERVICE on Sunday 29th October will be 10.00am Team 
Communion at St James, with Rev Jeremy Mais presiding, and not at 
Compton Abbas as publicised in the Keyring.  

 

POP-UP OPERA is coming again to Port Regis School to perform Engelbert 
Humperdinck’s ‘Hansel and Gretel’, ‘perhaps the most popular operatic fairy 
tale’.  For details and tickets, contact Liz Lindsay-Rea on                    
elindsay-rea@btinternet.com 

 

FOR PEWSHEET NOTICES please contact Rodney Atwood on 01747 
855255 or harrietatwood@hotmail.com 

 

 

WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 
 

 

 

               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email: office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk 

 www.shaftesbury cofe.org.uk   
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

 

Sunday 22nd October – Nineteenth after Trinity 

11.15am – Matins  

 

Sunday 29th October – Last After Trinity 

10.00am – Team Communion  

St James’ 

 

Sunday 5th November – All Saints’ Sunday 

9.30am – Parish Communion 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Collect  

O God, forasmuch as without you we are not able to please you; mercifully 
grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

 
First Reading Isaiah 45.1-7  

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
   whose right hand I have grasped 
to subdue nations before him 
   and strip kings of their robes, 
to open doors before him— 
   and the gates shall not be closed:  
I will go before you 
   and level the mountains, 
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
   and cut through the bars of iron,  
I will give you the treasures of darkness 
   and riches hidden in secret places, 
so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, 
   the God of Israel, who call you by your name.  
For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
   and Israel my chosen, 
I call you by your name, 
   I surname you, though you do not know me.  
I am the Lord, and there is no other; 
   besides me there is no god. 
   I arm you, though you do not know me,  
so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
   and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
   I am the Lord, and there is no other.  
I form light and create darkness, 
   I make weal and create woe; 
   I the Lord do all these things.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 1.1-10  

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: 
Grace to you and peace.  
We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 
constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and 
labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we 
know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 
because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also 
in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know 
what kind of people we proved to be among you for your sake. And you 
became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you 
received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an 
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the 
Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in 
every place where your faith in God has become known, so that we have no 
need to speak about it. For the people of those regions report about us what 
kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, 
to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom 
he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is 
coming.  
 

 

Gospel Matthew 22.15-22  

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they 
sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we 
know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with 
truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with 
partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the 
emperor, or not?’ But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, ‘Why are you 
putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.’ 
And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, ‘Whose head is 
this, and whose title?’ They answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ Then he said to 
them, ‘Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and 
to God the things that are God’s.’ When they heard this, they were amazed; 
and they left him and went away. 

 


