
 

Notices and Dates for your diaries: 
 

JODIE CRAIG AND WESLEY BAMANT of Hillside were married at 
St Thomas’s a week ago yesterday. We pray for their marriage and 
their future happiness together. 
 
COME AND ENJOY A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN  while supporting the North 
Dorset Women’s Refuge for families who have had to escape from 
Domestic Abuse, at Grove Farm House, Melbury Abbas SP7 0DE on 
Wednesday 27th June from 10.30 till 12.00. There will be a raffle, 
Shaftesbury Community Choir will be singing in the courtyard during the 
morning, excellent coffee and home-made cakes. Please no dogs – lack of 
shade in the car park.  Details from Sara Jacson on 01747 853688 
 
2018 TEAM RETREAT. Bookings are now open for the retreat, at 
Greenhouse Christian Centre, Poole from late afternoon Friday September 
21st to lunch on Sunday 23rd, led by the Revd Dr Simon Chambers.  The 
booking form is on the website, and hard copies will be in churches shortly.  
Enquiries to m.a.pattison@gmail.com, or telephone 852017. 
 

KEVIN MARTIN, our Team Curate, is going to be ordained on 
Saturday 30th June in Salisbury Cathedral at 4:30pm.  He will  preside 
at his first Eucharist at 4pm on Sunday 1st July at St Peter’s.  Please 
do attend both services if you are able to support Kevin..  
 

C1 FOUNDATION SAFEGUARDING TRAINING SESSION 
on Tuesday 26th June 10-12.30 in St James Church  is open to all 
and recommended for those who have a role in the church that brings 
them into contact with vulnerable people, not just children. Please let 
Elizabeth Preston know if you plan to come - 01747 850654 
or lizziepreston1@gmail.com   Also contact her if you are in any doubt 
about whether you should come or not.  
 
OPPORTUNITY FOR FLOWER ARRANGERS St James is holding a 
flower festival next year at Pentecost with the theme of "All Things 
Bright & Beautiful".  Susan Walker would like to invite other flower 
arrangers from the Team help the the display.  Her e-mail is 
susanmurrayw@gmail.com 
 

For pewsheet notices please contact Rodney Atwood on 855255 or 
harrietatwood@hotmail.com 

 
  

    WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 
 

 

 

               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 

 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 24th June – Birth of John the Baptist 

11.15am Matins 

 

Sunday 1st July – Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

9.30am Parish Communion  

4.00pm Team Communion at St Peter’s: Celebrant The Revd 
Kevin Martin, followed by celebratory drinks to mark Kevin’s 

ordination to the priesthood 

 

Sunday 8th July – Sixth Sunday after Trinity 

11.15am Parish Communion  
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Collect  

Almighty God, by whose providence your servant John the Baptist  
was wonderfully born,  
and sent to prepare the way of your Son our Saviour  
by the preaching of repentance: lead us to repent according to his preaching  
and, after his example,  
constantly to speak the truth, boldly to rebuke vice,  
and patiently to suffer for the truth’s sake;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
 
First Reading Isaiah 40.1-11 

Comfort, O comfort my people, 
   says your God.  
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
   and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
   that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
   double for all her sins.  
A voice cries out: 
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
   and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
   and the rough places a plain.  
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
   and all people shall see it together, 
   for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’  
A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ 
   And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 
All people are grass, 
   their constancy is like the flower of the field.  
The grass withers, the flower fades, 
   when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
   surely the people are grass.  
The grass withers, the flower fades; 
   but the word of our God will stand for ever.  
Get you up to a high mountain, 
   O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
   O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
   lift it up, do not fear; 

say to the cities of Judah, 
   ‘Here is your God!’  
See, the Lord God comes with might, 
   and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
   and his recompense before him.  
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
   he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
   and gently lead the mother sheep.  

 

Second Reading Galatians 3.23-29 
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until 
faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ 
came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are 
no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of 
God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer 
slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ 
Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 
according to the promise. 
 

Gospel Reading  Luke 1.57-66,80  

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her 
neighbours and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, 
and they rejoiced with her.  
 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to 
name him Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called 
John.’ They said to her, ‘None of your relatives has this name.’ Then they began 
motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. He asked 
for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And all of them were amazed. 
Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to 
speak, praising God. Fear came over all their neighbours, and all these things 
were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. All who heard 
them pondered them and said, ‘What then will this child become?’ For, indeed, 
the hand of the Lord was with him.  
 The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until 
the day he appeared publicly to Israel. 

 

 

 


